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The L a H onda V oice 
 
 
The Face of Local Music - Cryin’ Shame     
by craig eddy 

 
Cryin’ Shame at The San Gregorio General Store 
 
As the old year slips away and the new one gets 
started, I plan to incorporate reviews of local music 
events from time to time. On Dec 29th Cryin' Shame 
played a show at the San Gregorio General Store.  
Cryin' Shame is one of the newer local bands and 
they have all the ingredients for success - a mix of 
many styles along with great vocal harmonies and 
excellent guitar work. The Store has always been a 
great destination for a casual drive to the coast as 
well as a place to catch excellent weekend music.  
For those that haven't checked it out, the Store is a 
smallish venue that lends itself perfectly to bands like 
Cryin' Shame.  Sunday's show was a pleasant volume 
with an attentive appreciative audience of thirty or so. 
(continued on page 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fernview Path through Fernwood Park 
by Denis Shaw 
When I purchased my lot on Woodland Vista in 
1974, I marveled at the open space adjacent to it. As I 
spent the next years clearing my lot with machete and 
axe, I discovered a half-hearted path that led all the 
way to Recreation Drive. The area was wild and 
tangled with honeysuckle, blackberry brambles and 
poison oak. Slowly, this path has been manicured 
into a decent path that curves around the knoll instead 
of descending directly down hill. I wrote about it last 
month. Fernview Path is an alternate route at the top, 
which branches off the main path about two-thirds of 
the way up. (continued on page 2) 
 

 
Buckeye Bench 
 
 
Congratulations and Thanks to Puente 
Celebrating its 15th Anniversary 

View this video for 
a brief history of 
Puente and all the 
services they 
provide to our 
communities: 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4yGvwynXhg&f
eature=youtube_gdata_player 

    January 2014 

You Know You’re From La Honda If…  
A Facebook  page called, “You Know You’re From 
La Honda If…” has been created by Daneen (Slusser) 
Smith and friends. The site contains many stories and 
previously unseen photographs of the La Honda area. 
If you grew up here or are curious about the history of 
the area, you will love this page.  You need to have a 
Facebook account and request to be a member. There 
are already hundreds of members of this group, so you 
are sure to know many of them already.            Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687958584548595
/ 
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Fernview Path through Fernwood Park (continued 
from page 1) 

You will know you are on the alternate path, 
because shortly you will have to duck under the 
Laughing Tree, an oddly shaped young tree whose 
distorted trunk resembles an open mouth. It makes 
me chuckle. (Just before the Laughing Tree, there is a 
new correction to the path under construction that 
sharply branches to your left). This revised portion of 
Fernwood Path is underway to make this entire 
pathway a long, leisurely climb through the multiple 
habitats in Fernwood Park. After the Laughing Tree, 

the path 
dips a little 
into the cool 
fern belt 
that 
stretches all 
the way to 
Woodland 
Vista Drive. 
 
 

The Laughing Tree 
 
 The next section begins through the Honeysuckle 
Vine archway, before curving to the right, back into 
the Fernery and cool damp shade. A little bridge is 
also under preparation here, so the path detours a 
little squiggle back to the finished path. You will 
soon realize that you have been walking around a 
major fallen tree. Years ago, a huge mature Oak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

collapsed, pulling half its roots out of the ground. 
Roots sticking in the air, the tree is remarkably still 
alive, with branches that are now becoming trees 
themselves. 
      Here you will find another side path that leads 
down to, and ends at, the Buckeye Bench. This bench 
was constructed and donated by the neighboring 
property owners. It is a quiet meditative spot, so 
please keep your voice down to a whisper, it can be 
heard clearly in all directions. The bridges were also 
constructed and donated by the neighbors, and added 
little planting of native plants to add character to the 
spot. These platforms are great for yoga and 
meditation. The little waterway only flows when it 
rains, and so far this season, zero. But when it does, a 
fairytale, storybook waterfalls drops six feet into a 
carved recess...when it rains, that is! This is a 
marvelous magical spot not to be missed, rain or no 
rain. 

The paths continuing from the benches, lead to 
private properties with no outlet for other than the 
residents, so you will need to retrace your steps 
climbing back to the main path. Turning left, the 
main path meanders around a giant Elderberry “ tree”  
and a Buckeye tree with a extra long branch that 
reaches far into the light. There is a massive clump of 
maroon Trillium at its base in the spring, and many 
more white Trillium dotting the shady bank ahead at 
the same time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The path divides once more, though 
both ways lead you to Woodland Vista 
Drive. The right one is shorter, and 
connects with Fernwood Drive Extension 
at the same spot where the Fernwood Path 
begins, creating a loop. The left one is 
longer, and winds through a small 
meadow of weeds and brambles with a 
wonderful view of the Sword Ferns along 
the edge. Passing through the meadow in 
the summertime will stir a multitude of 
butterflies, dragonflies, skippers, and, 
well, bugs and birds of all sorts. 

The last stretch passes through a mass 
of Horsetail, dormant now, but later, will 
shoot its spears four feet high to bloom. 
The last climb is short and arrives at an 
Oleander Bush and new parking spot 
along Woodland Vista Drive, just opposite 
Coggins Road. I have seen a clump of 
gorgeous Leopard Lilies bloom in the 
meadow, only to be consumed by the 
wandering deer. Oh, yes, did I mention, 
lots of deer, they live here. Early morning 
or early evening, there is a good chance 
you will see them dozing or eating 
everything they see. 
 



3 

The Face of Local Music - Cryin’ Shame 
(continued from page 1) 
This show featured a lot of country music with guest 
fiddler Marisa Martinez-Lusinchi. It was a beautiful 
touch adding in the fiddle. Cryin' Shame brings 
musicianship and a bunch of humor to their shows. It 
was a beautiful warm day for a relaxing drive, and I 
always love stopping in at the Store to catch my 
friends’ bands playing there. The crowds there are 
usually a mix of locals and tourists just passing 
through.  You can get a great cup of coffee unless 
you need something a bit stronger in which case the 
bartender can put together a great Bloody Mary. If 
you want to learn more, you can look up band 
members Kevin Kelsey, Stacey Erdman, Dan Newitt, 
and the San Gregorio General Store in the archives at 
La Honda.com.  With two bands both Saturday and 
Sunday, you can usually be assured of a great time at 
one of our local treasures. Shows are 11am and 2pm.  
I expect to hear a lot more about Cryin’ Shame in 
2014. Great show guys and keep it up!!!! 
 
Volunteer Request for State Parks 
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/ 
community/volunteer-at-the-state-parks/ 
article_b6cc37e2-724c-11e3-be55-
0019bb2963f4.htm by Stacy Trevenon) 
"California State Parks is seeking volunteers 
interested in helping parks and interacting with park 
visitors on the San Mateo County coast — including 
Pigeon Point Light Station, Pescadero Marsh Natural 
Preserve and Half Moon Bay State Beach...New 
volunteers will learn of the natural and cultural 
history of the San Mateo County coast in training 
sessions scheduled from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m., beginning 
Feb 4, at the Half Moon Bay State Beach ranger 
station at 95 Kelly Ave. in Half Moon Bay. To sign 
up for training or for more information, contact Nelle 
or Angie at HMBParksVolunteer@Parks.ca.gov or 
call 726-8804 voice mailbox 7#." 
 
California lawmakers call for drought 
declaration  
(excerpt from http://www.sfexaminer.com/ 
sanfrancisco/california-lawmakers-call-for-drought-
declaration/Content?oid=2646878 by The Associated 
Press)  
"With another dry winter looming, California 
lawmakers called on Gov. Jerry Brown and President 
Barack Obama to declare a drought emergency and 
federal disaster in the state...The lawmakers cited the 
California Department of Water Resources' 
announcement of low water deliveries for Central 
Valley agriculture due to light rainfall 
projections...While a drought has not been declared, a 

dry 2014 
could be the 
third 
straight year 
with subpar 
rainfall... 
Based on 
projections, 
the State 

Water Project in November said its initial allocation 
would be just 5 percent of requested deliveries in 
2014. That number will change if rainfall exceeds 
projections, officials said. [Note: Cuesta has sent a 
notice to all La Honda homeowners to conserve 
water by limiting home and landscape water usage 
and fixing leaks. There is only 100 days of water in 
reserves at this time.]   
 
Open Fires Suspended in San Mateo 
County 

 
CAL FIRE released a statement suspending all open 
fires in 7 California Counties, including San Mateo 
County. Their statement says, "Due to the extreme 
menace of wildfire and its potential to destroy life, 
property, and natural resources; and due to current 
and predicted fire weather, the lack of precipitation, 
the dryness of vegetation, and the increase fire 
activity…suspend, except within incorporated cities, 
the privileges of burning by permit and other use of 
open fire, with the following exceptions: 
Agricultural, forest management, fire training, 
vegetation management, and other industrial-type 
burning may proceed after a CAL FIRE official has 
inspected the burn site and issued a special permit. 
Campfires within organized campgrounds or on 
private property are allowed with landowner 
permission if the campfire is maintained in such a 
manner as to prevent the campfire from spreading to 
the wildland vegetation. This suspension will begin at 
8:00 AM Monday, December 30, 2013, and will 
continue in place until formally cancelled..."  
Please be careful and vigilant of the fire issue in 
the La Honda Area! 
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La Honda Photo Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Second Place – “Bucks Stop Here” from Denis Shaw 

 
First Place – “Returning the Turtle” from Carole 
Williams  

 
Third Place – “Generations” from Trina Butler  

 
The First Annual  
La Honda Photo Contest 
 
After much deliberation, the photographs shown are 
the winners of the first La Honda Photo Contest. 
First place goes to Carole Williams for a photo of 
two girls returning a turtle to Reflection Lake. 
Second Place goes to Denis Shaw for a photo of two 
bucks and a hiker on the Fernview Trail. Third place 
goes to Trina Butler for a redwood tree growing out 
of an older redwood, taken on the Alpine Road just 
before Heritage Road. First place prize is a Jesse 
James inspired Pocket Watch That the La Honda 
Younger Brothers would have been proud to carry. 
The second and third place prizes is an autographed 
copy of either the Arcadia Publishing Images of 
America La Honda or Woodside book. 
Congratulations to all.  

 

Let your valentine know your thoughts in the next 
edition of the La Honda Voice.  Provide your note 
and $10 to Karen at the Post Office or send to 
valentine@lahonda.com by 1/28/14 

SAVE the DATE  - February 7  
LHEF Spaghetti Night  

at Skywood Terrace 
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La Honda – The Band 
 
There was an 
English band 
called La 
Honda in 2000-
2001, who just 
released an 
album of their 
material. The 
band members, 
including the 
lead singer now 
known as 
Rumer, are 

currently working on other projects. Rumer has had 
two top 10 albums in England and has shared the 
stage with artists like Elton John. For more 
information about the band and their music, go to 
http://www.lahondmusic.com.  I contacted the band 
about the origin of the band’s name and received a 
response from La Honda songwriting guitarist, 
Malcolm Doherty: 
 
“Hi Bob,  
Thanks for your enquiry about our group. 
Here is a link to our website and a Biography of the 
band. http://www.lahondamusic.com/biography 

As a fan of 60's counterculture I initially 
came upon the name through Tom Wolfe's book  'The 
Electric Koolaid Acid Test' in which Ken Kesey and 
his Merry Pranksters head out on their journey from 
his ranch in  La Honda. The word seemed to me to 
evoke the spirit of the time and the west coast dream 
that we were attempting to create through our music 
so far away from drab grey London England. 

Since boyhood I had developed a fascination 
with Leonardo DaVinci. When I was 14 years old I 
won the school Art prize and was presented with a 
beautiful book of his collected works. I attended Art 
school as a young man and studied Art History before 
choosing a career in music. 

Years after naming the band it came to my 
attention through a BBC documentary on DaVinci 
that ‘LaHonda'  was the accepted Italian abbreviation 
of LaGioconda or Mona Lisa, Leonardo DaVinci's 
famous painting. 

And so the circle was complete! 
I would love to visit La Honda someday. 

Maybe we could come and play a show? 
Many thanks, 
Malcolm Doherty (distant relation)” * 

 
*My last name Dougherty, which is an alternate 
spelling of Doherty. 

Assemblyman Gordon Visits La Honda 
The first and last impression of State Assemblyman 
Rich Gordon when he visited La Honda is that his 
thoughts and views are transparent. His first 
statement to the group was that we could ask him 
anything – from professional views to his personal 
life. The group of La Hondans there did ask many 
questions, but to get the best summary of his 
thoughts, issue positions and voting record, go to 
http://votesmart.org  
 
Skyline Propane Users Group 
The Skyline Propane Users Group (SPUG) was set 
up for the benefit of members of the South Skyline 
Association.  If you aren’t a member and buy 
propane in La Honda, you are paying way too much! 
There is more information here: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/LaHonda/conver
sations/messages/39882 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The La Honda Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses a variety of sources, including articles 
written by local writers exclusively for this publication and short 
excerpts from other sources. Links are always provided for these 
other sources and the intention is for the reader to read the entire 
article from the original source. It is important that the La 
Honda Voice readers support these other local publications! 

Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 
Puente.    Contact us at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 
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Recent Sales in La Honda:    170 Recreation Drive, $904,863 
381 Woodland Vista, $749,000  302 Scenic Drive, $455,000 

137 Shelden Road, $420,500  251 Roquena Drive, $390,000 
206 Laguna Drive, $365,000  281 Cuesta Real, $375,000 

Intero Real Estate did not participate in all of these sales. 

The Country Market is open: 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 

The Market has new signature pizzas or create 
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 
Broker Associate 
BRE Lic #01338252   
650-996-5354 (direct) / 
www.gailhafel.com 

Dante Razzini 
Realtor 
BRE Lic #01087277 
650-868-2593 
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 
Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 
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January 2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30pm 
 
Zumba, LH School 
Multi Room, 5-6p 

2  
LHES Community Story 
Hour @9:30 

3  
(Sorry – no music 
schedule this 
month) 
  

4  
 

5   
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-
2p 
 
  
 

6  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5p 
 
 

7   
Return to LHE 
School Day 

8  
Zumba, LH School 
Multi Room, 5-6p 
 
LHES Walk to 
School Day 

9 LHES After School Spanish 
Club 
LH Ed. Foundation Meeting 
Duarte's 6:30p 
LHES Community Story 
Hour @9:30 
 

10  
 

11 Scenic Dr ive 
Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony – 1pm at 
corner of Scenic 
Drive and Canada 
Vista 
 

12   
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-
2p 
  

13  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5p 

14  Parent 
meeting for a 
Bully Free 
Campus 8:00a 
& 6:30 p.m. 
 
Bookmobile 

15 Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30pm 
 
Zumba, LH School 
Multi Room, 5-6p 

16  
LHES After School Spanish 
Club  
School Board Meeting 7:00 
p.m. LHE Library 
LHES Community Story 
Hour @9:30 

17 
 

18  
 

19   
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-
2p 
 
 

20 Yoga with Mary 
@ Clubhouse, 4-5p 
 
Mar tin Luther  
K ing Jr . Day No 
School 

21   22  
Zumba, LH School 
Multi Room, 5-6p 
 

23  
LHES After School Spanish 
Club 
LHES Community Story 
Hour @9:30 

24  
T 

25 LH Info and 
Refer ral Center , 
Puente, 10-2p 
 

26   
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-
2p 
 
 

27 Yoga with Mary 
@ Clubhouse, 4-5p 
 
4-H Poultry Project 
in the School 
Garden 4:00p  

28   
Bookmobile 

29 Zumba, LH 
School Multi Room, 
5-6p 

30 
LHES After School Spanish 
Club 
LHES Community Story 
Hour @9:30 

31 

 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. 
More current information may be available from 
the calendar at www.lahonda.com or calling the 
venue: Alice’s - 851-0303             AJ’s - 747-0331                 
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