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The La Honda Voice 
 

Update of the Broadcast Spraying of 

Herbicides on Hwy 84 and Beyond  
by Lynnette Vega 

A number of local individuals attended a "Java with 

Jerry" on November 21st, 2015 in Pescadero with 

State Senator Jerry Hill, handing him 540 petition 

signatures to stop the broadcast spraying of 
herbicides by Caltrans  along our roads and 

watershed.   Caltrans broadcast sprays 2 or 3 times a 

year on State roads, including Highways 84, 35, 1, 92 

and 280.  With Senator Hill and Assemblyman Rich 

Gordon's support, in addition to a strong public 

response, Caltrans has said that they're not planning 

to implement their broadcast spraying program along 

Hwy 84 -- for the time being.  Caltrans has claimed 

that the herbicides won't run off into our watershed 

streams, however given the torrential rains that we've 

experienced over the past couple of months, 
herbicide runoff into our waterways seems likely, if 

not certain.  Caltrans are no longer using Roundup, 

but are using chemicals that have the same 

glyphosate composition.   Below is an excerpt from 

Gidget Navarro of Caltrans public affairs office dated 

Jan. 19, 2016 to local residents: 

“Caltrans is further assessing our operations to figure 

out what changes we can implement.  As of this time, 

there is no set date for further spraying.  In the event 

spraying is to occur on State Route 84, we will 

provide timely advance notice to all interested 

parties.”  
La Honda residents led the effort to end broadcast 

herbicide spraying on San Mateo County roads.  In 

2012, the SMC Board of Supervisors passed a 

resolution ending this, (continued on pg. 3) 

 

And the Rains Came… 
by Denis Shaw 

We are enjoying the perfect rainy season with gentle 

showers interrupted by days of sunshine. So far 

twelve waves of steady storms have washed over us, 

filling our lake and adding to our reservoirs. The 

regular rain spells have awakened dormant plants 

with new signs of life and turned the surrounding 

hills a bright vibrant green. Spring is not far off. 

 

La Honda Falls 

 

Birds are active at the 
feeders. Mosquito 

larvae are appearing 

in water-filled, open 

containers. Already 

the first generation of 

Oak moths are 

fluttering about. In the 

garden, there are new 

growth on shrubs, lots 

of new flower buds, 

and the first flowers 
attracting a few bees 

out of dormancy. Dormant bulbs are sending up their 

foliage and buds, rushing in the spring. I am 

expecting a glorious year after four long years of 

drought. (continued on pg. 2) 

 

 

 

*Free Tax Preparation at Puente! 

*Spanish Class in La Honda Beginning in March 

*Zumba in La Honda  

*South Coast Emergency Phone Line 

*Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh and 

other benefits available at Puente, including 

appointments in La Honda! 

(more information on pg. 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Free Tax Preparation at Puente! 
Puente is now taking appointments 

for free tax preparation for any 

household that has less than 

$54,000 in income.  Call 650-879-

1691 to make your appointment! 

 

Spanish Class in La Honda Beginning in March 

Call 650-679-1691 and ask for Noel if 

you have interest in enrolling in a 

Spanish Class.  Beginner and 

intermediate levels available. 

 

Zumba in La Honda 

Wednesdays 5-6 at La Honda 

Elementary.  If you want to be on the 

Zumba mailing list, email Molly at 

mwolfes@mypuente.org 

 

South Coast Emergency Phone Line 

For local, up-to-date information in the 

event of a disaster including a flood, 

you can call 650-879-2165 for updates.  

You can also sign up for alerts through 
San Mateo County at 

http://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert 

 

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh 

and other benefits available at Puente, including 

appointments in La Honda! 

Know someone that needs health 

insurance or food stamps, or need it for 

yourself and/or your family? Tired of 

driving over the hill to do everything?  

Puente can help!   

Appointments are available every 
weekday including evening appointments on 

Thursdays in La Honda and evening appointments 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in Pescadero to help 

accommodate busy schedules. 

We offer enrollment into and support for the 

following programs, and others: 

-Medi-Cal 

-Covered California  

-ACE & DHC (for low-income undocumented 

individuals) 

-CalFresh (food stamps) 

Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make 

an appointment.  Or, drop on by and visit on 

Thursday evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in 

La Honda, next to the Post Office! 

 

And the Rains Came…(continued from page 1) 

In the wild, Hound’s Tongue, Trillium, and of course 

Forget-me-nots are popping up with new growth. 

Plump buds can be seen on dormant trees. Yes, 

spring in on its way. 

 
Fairy fingers 

On the forest floor, 

mushrooms of all sorts, fairy 

fingers, witch’s glue, cup 

mushrooms, coral fungi 

decorate the decaying 

debris. Turkey tail 

mushrooms turn brown and 
grey branches to gold. 

Reflection Lake is getting its 

long needed flushing. Some 

of our wild visiting ducks 

remain, although the Mallard population seems to 

have disappeared, perhaps flying off to a better food 

source with less competition, the Coots have taken 
over. Where did they all come from?  

Witches 

glue 

 

Some of the 

floating 

platforms 

have 
become 

waterlogged and had to be removed. A huge island of 

cattails broke loose from the far side and has drifted 

to the south end. Plans to remove it before it roots are 

in preparation. Another fun project for the volunteers. 

A hike to the waterfalls below the spring collection 

box at the end of the reservoir maintenance road has 

some perils. Narrow and slippery, with a couple trees 
down, requiring some surefooted traversing, but the 

end result is very rewarding. The sixty foot cascading 

falls is spectacular at this time, and will continue to 

be as long as the rain continues.  

Coral fungi 

 

Trees are 

down on the 

Fernwood 

Trail as well. 

More work 
for the 

volunteers with power tools. Already volunteers have 

been at work on the Roquena Trail, removing a 

number of fallen trees and limbs. (continued) 

mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
http://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert
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And the Rains Came…(continued) 
The lower path of Roquena Trail, along Woodhams 

Creek is the usual muddy 

mess following the rains, but 

it is passable. And as the 

weather improves, work will 

begin again on the Nutmeg 

Trail. 

Join the growing number of 
volunteers and help make our 

community an even better 

place to recreate. 

Turkey Tail Mushroom 

 

Herbicide Spraying (continued from page 1) 

…yet Caltrans continues to spray on the State roads.  

Our voices have made a difference!  Last year we 

organized as Protect Our Watershed San Mateo 

County (POW SMC) to continue our work.  What we 

need to affect change is more community voices 
telling our elected officials to request that Caltrans 

end broadcast spraying here, as they have to mow 

anyway for vegetation management!  Mowing is 

most effective for visibility, fire protection and road 

safety without the toxic risks to our public health and 

watershed.  Caltrans has done this already in many 

other counties in California.  Marin County and 

Topanga Canyon are two of many areas where 

Caltrans manages vegetation without broadcast 

spraying.  The important thing is that if we want 

Caltrans to change, pressure from the community 

can't let up for a second.      
 

Here are some things that community members can 

do to support the "no spray" effort: 

• sign the "no spray" petition at  

www.ProtectOurWatershed.org.  You can also add 

your name to our email list to be informed about any 

changes (from the County or Caltrans) that might 

affect our area. 

• while Caltrans has said that they don't have plans to 

spray, if you do see them spraying, take pictures and 

note the date, time and location (in the past they have 
ignored signs that say "No Spray").  Let us know by 

calling (650) 815-9115 or go to our contact page 

www.ProtectOurWatershed.org. 

• write State Senator Jerry Hill 

(senator.hill@senate.ca.gov), Assemblyman Gordon 

(http://asmdc.org/members/a24/) and Gidget Navarro 

(gidget.navarro@dot.ca.gov) from Caltrans Public 

Affairs to thank them for their attention to this issue 

and to urge them to end Caltrans' broadcast herbicide 

spraying in San Mateo County.  

The new San Mateo County Resource 

Conservation District website is here: 

www.sanmateorcd.org 

 

Resource Conservation 

Districts across California 

serve as local hubs for 

conservation, connecting people with the technical, 
financial and educational assistance they need to 

conserve and manage natural resources. 

 

A “Thank You” and Upcoming Events 

from LHES Principal Kristen Lindstrom 
“Thank you to the many community members that 

made a donation during our La Honda Educational 

Foundation fund drive. Thanks to you, we met our 

goal of raising $7,000! As a result we will be able to 

include a new after school lego engineering class. 

Way to go. 

Special note to the many dog 

walkers that choose the La Honda 

School campus as their dog park of 

choice. We continue to have doggie 

doo doo in the kids playing areas as 

well as many folks bringing their 

dogs to the school unleashed while 

children are still present.  

Our after school care runs until 6:30pm daily. While 

we are dog lovers, we also take the safety of our 
children as our top priority. Please, pretty please 

pick up your dogs poop! Kids and staff are tired of 

stepping in it. Thank you for being a responsible pet 

owner.  

 

Reading Club Volunteers are putting a capital C 

in Community! 

Each week approximately 12 -15 local folks donate 

their time to assist with La Honda Schools reading 

program. Each meeting, they build relationships with 

some of the youngest members of our town and are 

not only tutoring these students, but being a positive 
role model and sharing the love of reading. What a 

wonderful thing to do and what a great way to give 

back. La Honda School students are fortunate to have 

such caring & thoughtful folks! Thank you Reading 

Club volunteers for making a difference, you are 

appreciated.  

Interested in volunteering for the reading program? 

Contact Celia @ celiajgagnon@gmail.com or give 

the school a call at 747-0051.  

Save the date for our upcoming Lip Sync/Talent 

Show, February 26th @ 6:30. A very silly evening 

focusing on our youngsters stage performances. 

file:///H:/www.ProtectOurWatershed.org
file:///H:/www.ProtectOurWatershed.org
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/
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Church Lent and Easter Activities 

Lent begins 

on Ash 

Wednesday, 
which falls 

this year on 

February 

10, 2016. 

The season of Lent -- the six weeks preceding Easter 

-- is seen as a time of penance and fasting by many 

Christians. The following article has more detail on 

the subject: 

http://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/ashwed.php 

Easter is on March 27th and mass will be held at 

10:30 AM.  

 
Our Lady of Refuge is located at 146 Sears Ranch 

Road in La Honda. Call the parish office in Half 

Moon Bay for information about services at the two 

other parish churches.  

La Honda Radio Club gears up for 2016 

By Lisa Chupity 

Dual Band 

Radio 

 

La Honda’s 

local radio 

club has 
laid its 

plans for 2016. Now 40 members strong, the club is 

always welcoming new members, and it is increasing 

its ability to serve the community with emergency 

preparedness and radio communications. Meetings 

are held the third Saturday of each month at 10am, 

often at the La Honda Fire Brigade. You can check 

their website, sc4arc.org for more information. 

February 20th’s technical session will highlight 
several local emergency groups, and the differences 

between them. Also demonstrated will be the use of 

dual band radios, which offer the ability to monitor 

two frequencies, or stations simultaneously. This 

ability has shown itself to be extremely useful in 

emergency situations, where local communications 
need to be conducted, but remaining in touch with 

another coastside or bayside station is critical. 

 

In March, the focus will be on Communication Skills: 

how to effectively and efficiently communicate when 

in an emergency. In an emergency, it’s easy to let 

adrenalin take over and cloud your ability to speak 

clearly and calmly. This class will share ways to 

collect your thoughts and deliver essential 

information in a concise way. In a true emergency, 

many people will have important information to pass 

along, and clogging the airwaves with unnecessary 

chatter could have life-threatening implications. 

Other activities this year include Field Day, an annual 

24 hour event to demonstrate the ability to set up 

radios with emergency power and contact ham 

operators far and wide. This event the last weekend 

of June is often held in La Honda Gardens. Club 

members also support events like Dream Machines in 

April, and the Half Moon Bay Marathon in 

September with radio communications. 

Club meetings are open to the public, and begin at 

10am with club business, followed by the technical 

session. Anyone with an interest in emergency 
preparedness or radio communications is encouraged 

to attend. You may become the next person in your 

neighborhood to get your ham license, or become 

part of the growing number prepared to help in an 

emergency! 

 

Buried Cars and Whale Fossils? 
by Kathleen Dickey 

The cars appeared, one by one and two by two, on the 

knoll above Cuesta Real until there were 29 of them.  

It seemed as if the cars had been buried and were 

being pulled out of the earth, day by day.  How many 

could the earth have swallowed? What was the story?   

And - what else could be down there?  I remembered 

a story that the long-time tenant on the property told 

me when my family first moved to La Honda - that 

there was a fossil whale buried on the property, so 

naturally I was curious. The car story turned out to be 
somewhat mundane – the former owner just liked old 

cars and wanted 

to restore them 

(“a pipe dream!” 

said a former 

tenant.) 

 

photo by Arla Le 

Count 

 

Regarding the 
possibility of whale fossils in La Honda, I wrote to a 

cetacean (whale) paleontologist, Dr. Robert 

Boessenecker, who indeed knew of cetacean fossils 

discovered in La Honda in the 1950’s by Stanford 

researchers, dating from the Piocene era, 2-1/2 – 5 

million years ago.  He said that most specimens have 

come from coastal cliffs, roadcuts and stream banks, 

including some along La Honda Creek. [Kathleen 

said she will write an article on the whale fossils for 

the Voice, when she can get additional information]   

http://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/ashwed.php
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2016/01/la-honda-radio-club-gears-up-for-2016.html
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The La Honda 

Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses 

a variety of sources, 

including articles written 

by local writers 

exclusively for this 

publication and short 

excerpts from other 

sources. Links are always 
provided for these other 

sources and the intention 

is for the reader to read 

the entire article from the 

original source. It is 

important that the La 

Honda Voice readers 

support these other 

publications! 

 

 

 

Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 

going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 

volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.   

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YMCA Camp 

Gulch looking for a 

Part-time 

Administrator 
PT Admin (Fri-Sun 

20hrs/week) La Honda, 

Ca. Responsible for 

clerical functions to 
include data input, A/P, 

A/R and reports, filing, 

and phone reception. 

Must be organized, have 

strong clerical skills and 

good communication 

skills. Fluency in English 

required. Conversational 

Spanish preferred. Email 

cover letter and resume 

to Colby Wiley: 
cwiley@ymcasf.org 

 

 

 

mailto:cwiley@ymcasf.org
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2016 Calendars are at the Post Office and in the Magazine Rack outside Intero Real Estate Office.  
 

Interesting 5-Year History of LH Real Estate Sales for Homes (vacant land not included) 
2015 28 sales (23 closed, 5 pending as of Dec 1) 

2014 16 sales 2013 18 sales 2012 19 sales 2011 20 sales  
 

 

 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 
Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 
phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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February 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

 

2 

Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

 

3  

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

 

 

4   

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices: Pacific Vibrations 

@7-9pm 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

AJs: TBA @9:30pm 

 

Bookmobile, 11am-

12:30pm @Market  

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

  

7 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

8 
Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

9 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

10 
Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Ash Wednesday 

 

11 
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Tarantula and 

Professor Bako @7-9pm 

 

  

 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
AJs:  DB Walker 

@9:30pm 

 

Bookmobile, 11-

12:30pm @ Market 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

14 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

Valentine’s Day 
 

  

 

15 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

 

16  

Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

17 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

 

 

18 

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Dan Newitt @7-9pm 

 

 

19 

 

  

20 

LH Radio Club, 

10am@Fire Brigade 

 

AJs:  TBA @9:30p  

21/28 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

22 
Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

 

23 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

24 

No Zumba 
25 
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Age of Reason @7-

9pm 

26 

LHES Lip 

Sync Contest 
@6:30pm 

27 
AJs:  TBA @9:30pm 

 

The La 
Honda  
Voice 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to 

change. More current information may be 

available from the calendar at 

www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                       

Alice’s - 851-0303  AJ’s - 747-0331 


