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The La Honda Voice
 

A La Honda Icon Retires 
by Vicki Skinner 

This is said to be 

the last photo of 

Karen as 

Postmaster on 

January 2nd, 2018 

 

Karen Delee, 

Postmistress at the 

La Honda Post 

Office, retired on 

January 2, 2018, 

after almost 38 

years of dedicated 

service to the town 

of La Honda. She was slated to retire for a few years, 

but kept putting it off. Then, just when everyone 

grew complacent that she would stay forever, she 

announced just a week before her last day that she 

would retire. An impromptu celebration was quickly 

put together by Lynnette Vega at the Puente office, 

complete with an enormous card, snacks and lots of 

cash. (continued on page 2)  

Lawrence “Larry” 

Hackett - RIP 
 

From Obituary: 

“Lawrence "Larry" 

Hackett died 

unexpectedly at home in 

La Honda, CA on 

12/30/2017 at the age of 

59. 

Larry is survived by wife, Coleen Hackett, Caylub 

and Pepian, his beloved dogs, Zeus, the evil cat; 

mother, Amilee Hackett, Coarsegold, CA, sister, 

Anne Hackett, Hurricane, UT, twin brother, Lewis 

Hackett (Mary), Carmichael, CA and 5 nieces and 6 

nephews. He is preceded in death by father, Robert 

Hackett…” (continued on page 2) 

 

 

 

 

Enchanted Reflection Lake 
By Denis Shaw 

Great Blue 

heron with 

goldfish at 

Reflection 

Lake 

An escaped 

or released 

Goldfish 

and her 

offspring 

have made our enchanted lake their home, but they 

have become easy prey to the long legged, long 

necked, swift and accurate Great Blue Heron. I 

caught a magic moment with my camera, as I was 

zoomed in on our stately Heron, just wanting to get a 

good closeup. Surprise, a swift capture and a slow 

swallow as I snapped away with my trusty Canon 

Cybershot. Huge and brightly orange, the Goldfish 

was held, then shaken, then swallowed slowly, 

moving down that long neck, bulging the flexible 

gullet as it progressed on its way to the stomach. I 

was in awe! Truly amazing! (continued on page 2) 

LHEF Annual Spaghetti Dinner School 

Fundraiser will be at the Mountain 

Terrace on  Friday, March 23.  

Mark Your Calendars! 

La Honda Fire Brigade Crab Cioppino.   
Save the date of April 14 

Tickets are not yet available 

 

Puente Events and 

Activities 
Caregiver Connection 
Free tax preparation 

Spanish classes 

Mommy/ Daddy and Me 

Zumba 

Cafecito (Events and activities details on page 4) 

February 2018 - Always Free! 
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Enchanted Reflection Lake (continued from page 1) 

   The winter bird population adds even more 

enchantment, those cute miniature size Ringnecks are 

venturing closer to shore, seemingly unafraid of us 

humans. I wonder if they are descendants from those 

we had fed years ago. It was a treat to see them dive 

for food and even venture on shore for a handout, 

though still not too close. 

   A third Canvasback male has arrived. There are 

now three, bright white ovals floating together. And 

from where I do not know, more Coots have arrived, 

ripping across the water chasing and attacking each 

other as they define and protect their territory. In my 

eyes, they are the evil rodeo clowns. 

   The waterlilies are fading in the rising water and 

colder temperatures, but fear not, they will return 

with a vengeance. Murky water from the rain runoff 

is stirring up algae and decayed material from the 

bottom, making the water appear greenish in shade, 

and muddy grey-brown in the sun. 

   Water is rising enough to escape over the spillway. 

After months of stagnation and evaporation, the 

‘pond of the ducks’ is getting an infusion of fresh 

water, adding new vitality and sustenance to the 

mixed variety of wild life it supports. 

   But the Lake is enchanted. In the early morning 

light, fog and mist appear. As the sun creeps slowly, 

rising along the tree lined horizon, in its lowest arc 

across the sky, rays of light capture the suspended 

moisture. There is an ethereal magical few moments 

as the day begins to warm and the swirling mist rises 

and dances on the water’s surface. 

     If the wind is light or very still, a perfect reflection 

appears, although it is at its best in the late afternoon 

as the evening sun lowers in the western sky. 

 
“Eye and Socket” art exhibit at Reflection Lake 

 

   If you tilt your head to the side, the reflections 

become faces, a totem pole of creatures piled one on 

top another. Insects or animals, fanciful or 

mythological, other-worldly or even demonesque, it 

only takes a little imagination to see them - their 

interpretation is in the eye of the beholder. 

   To help envision this enchantment, an art project 

‘Eye and Socket’, was hung at the southern end 

opposite Laguna Drive. Bunny or Bear, Cat or 

Kortamundi, it is best viewed from the furthest Dan 

Kiedrowski Bench. Let your imagination flow. 

   February 2018 has arrived in the continued 

progression of time. I have a belated New Year’s 

wish - that everyone would pick up their trash, use 

the trash receptacles, and not the fire pit. Some good 

Samaritan is picking up that trash around Judd 

Cochran Park and the basketball court. Oh, it is me, 

but hey, you can help, too!  

  And notice the blooming Narcissus behind the horse 

ring, a heavenly scented breath of spring. The newly 

planted Amaryllis and Iris around the benches are 

starting to make themselves known, - hopefully to 

add some color and joy later in the year.  

 

Lawrence Hackett – RIP (continued from page 1) 

“…Larry attended Mission San Jose High School in 

Fremont. He married Coleen in 1987. He has been a 

resident of La Honda since 2001 

     Larry was an engineer at ON Semiconductor and 

worked in the industry for 30 years.  

     He loved to "tinker" and was always creating 

something new. He had a happy disposition and his 

curiosity was always getting him into trouble. He 

always kept everyone laughing with his stories.  

He lived life to the fullest, "fat, dumb and happy". He 

loved his pets, friends, traveling, camping, and most 

of all figuring out how things worked…A memorial 

service for Larry occurred in January...In lieu of 

flowers, please send donations to La Honda Fire 

Brigade. www.lahondafire.org or Tony La Russa 

Animal Rescue Foundation, www.arflife.org. 

Condolences can be sent to PO Box 707, La Honda, 

CA 94020.” 

 

A La Honda Icon Retires (continued from page 1) 

For those who hadn’t heard of her plans, a poster was 

put up in the post office so they could pen their good-

byes. To many of us, it still doesn’t seem real yet. 

People streamed in all day on January 2 with cards 

and words of farewell. Karen Delee enjoyed close 

relationships with many La Honda residents. All of 

us can say that she touched our lives. 

     When did this journey begin? Well, Karen says 

her interest in La Honda started in high school. “My 

friend Renee and I had completed enough high 

school courses by senior year that we only had to go 

to school for 4 hours a day. So we would drive up to 

La Honda from Daly City [where Karen was raised] 

in Renee’s jeep. Then we would stop at the market in 

La Honda (at the time it was owned by the Cooks) 

and buy food to take to the beach.”  

http://www.lahondafire.org/
http://www.arflife.org/
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After high school, 

Delee went to SF 

State University 

and was studying to 

be an art teacher 

with a 

concentration in 

ceramics. “When I 

took the federal test 

to work at the Post 

Office, the plan was 

to make money to 

continue school at 

night and work at the post office during the day.” 

Karen passed with high grades on the test and had to 

submit her top three choices of towns where she 

wanted to work. “I put La Honda down and two 

larger towns, but I don’t remember them now.” 

 

On Nov. 29, 1980, Karen started as a part-time clerk 

in La Honda. The Postmistress at the time was Mary 

Black. Black soon retired in 1982, and Karen was 1 

of 9 people who applied for the job, and she was 

hired! Not only was she hired as Postmistress, but she 

quickly became part of the fabric of La Honda, 

starting fundraisers and volunteering.  

It was Karen who started the Christmas Faire in 

1982. “I would walk up to the duck pond during my 

lunch time. I remember thinking, why is this place 

such shambles?” She thought a series of fundraisers 

starting with the Christmas Faire would be a good 

start to finance such items as benches and cleaning up 

the pond. “We would have work days where we 

cleaned up; Dennis Shaw got the swans. We put in 

the benches to keep kids from doing donuts in the big 

muddy area by the pond.” Karen also instigated 

Friday morning bake sales. “I don’t remember how 

we got the baked goods. Probably by my big mouth, 

but lots of people would pull up for baked goods 

before work.”  

     Another one of Karen’s great ideas was the Flea 

Market which started about 1983 to fund the Fire 

Brigade. She volunteered myriad hours for the Fire 

Brigade. In addition, Karen was a board member for 

two years while Bob Rosenberg, my brother-in-law, 

was the Chief. Karen also started the Chili Cook-off 

and made gallons of sauce for the Spaghetti Dinners 

the fire brigade hosted. She reminisced, “It was a lot 

of fun. My friends had a band that played at all the 

events. I don’t even remember the name of their band 

now.”  

     Later, the Friday morning bake sales funded 

activities like the Funshine Club. La Honda didn’t 

have a pre-school back then, so Funshine Club was 

once a week where parents and pre-school age 

children would get together at the club house.  

Karen also had great interactions with the children at 

La Honda Elementary School. She initiated the letters 

to Santa in 1982 starting with the 2nd graders. Karen 

was “Santa.” “I answered every letter that the 

children wrote to Santa and made sure their parents 

got the letters back to create memories.”  

     For years Karen continued this tradition. When 

my own sons, Tyler and Dylan were growing up, they 

wrote their letters to “Santa Karen” as well. One year, 

when my older son Tyler was starting to question the 

existence of Santa, he said, “I want to mail my own 

letter to Santa.” I knew he suspected something. So, 

we went to the post office and he put the letter in the 

outgoing mail slot. I signaled to Karen to fish it out, 

and sure enough, he believed for another year! When 

he got old enough, he volunteered for several years to 

write replies to the local children from Santa.  

I still remember the one he wrote to Julia Post, a 1st 

grader who was a close family friend. He wrote, 

“Dear Julia, How is practice for your dance recital 

going? I know you’ve been very good for your 

teacher, Mrs. Birch.” Needless to say, she was VERY 

impressed that Santa knew about her activities and if 

she was naughty or nice! 

     Karen continued, “I also started the Mock Post 

Office at the school with left over old equipment such 

as stamps, ink, etc.,” Delee reminisced. “The idea 

was that students could write to a friend, bring it to 

the school office; Then whoever was the mail person 

of the week would then deliver it to the recipient. The 

second-grade teacher was a big help with this.” She 

continued, “The past twenty years or so, I would go 

up to the Kindergarten and more recently, the Pre-

School, and teach letter writing to the students. One 

day they would write the letter; the next day they 

would walk down to the Post Office to get a tour, buy 

a stamp, and mail the letters. Of course, they 

considered it such a treat to walk up the hill!” Karen 

also participated in the Reading Club, where an adult 

would be paired up with a student. She still plans to 

continue volunteering on Wednesdays, so you might 

still see her around town. 

     When I asked her for her favorite memories of La 

Honda, Delee said,” No particular memory because 

every day was fun. I made so many friends. Many 

had children and watching their children grow up has 

been special.” 

     Karen added, “I had the best customers in the 

world.” For 38 years, Karen Delee has been woven 

into the fabric of La Honda in so many positive 

ways. We will all miss you and we thank you for so 

many contributions that make La Honda a very 

special and unique place to live. Thank you, Karen! 

Enjoy your well-earned retirement. 
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Puente (continued from page 1) 

Caregiver connection continues 

Tuesday mornings from 10-noon at 

the La Honda Puente office. Kids 

zero to five and their families and caregivers are 

welcome for activities, presentations, snacks and 

conversation. Contact swarner@mypuente.org for 

more details. Featured this month: 2/6— San Mateo 

Library presents reading in English and Spanish, 

followed by a presentation by Deputy Mark Melville 

at 10:30 

2/13—Open Heart Yoga by Tiffany. Wear 

comfortable clothing. Bring a mat or towel. Mats are 

available. 2/20—Music. 2/27—Bagging Fingerplay 
 

Starting in February free tax preparation 

is available for people with incomes under 

$54k/year. Contact dnewitt@mypuente.org 

for an appointment in La Honda, or call 650-879-

1691 for an appointment in Pescadero.  
 

Beginning Spanish classes will be 

held Monday evenings from 6–7pm 

at Puente in Pescadero starting 

Monday, Feb. 5th. Intermediate to advanced classes 

will follow from 7–8pm. 620 North St. 650-879-1691 
 

Also on Mondays beginning Feb. 5th 

from 5–6pm at Puente in Pescadero, the 

Mommy/ Daddy and Me program 

provides a bilingual space to explore how infants 

learn, grow, and develop relationships. 650-879-1691 
 

Join Dana Page for Zumba at La 

Honda Elementary on the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays of the month from 6:30–

7:30pm (Siobhan is retiring from teaching Zumba). 

Join us for a fun musical workout! All welcome. 

Participation is only $3.00. Want to become a Zumba 

Instructor? Puente pays for everything, and you get to 

be in the best shape of your life, as well as making 

others happy and healthy. Call Puente at 650-879-

1691 or email dpagejuice@yahoo.com for more info.  

  

Come to Cafecito on Thursday, Feb. 

15th from 7–9pm at Pescadero 

Elementary School. Help ESL students 

practice their English in a fun and dynamic 

environment. Volunteers are paired up with one or 

two students. No experience necessary. Contact 

Charlea Binford for more information—650-879-

1691.  
 
Check the Puente events calendar on our website at 

www.mypuente.org to keep up with more upcoming 

events! 

Post No Spray Signs! 
 (info from Lynnette Vega) If you live 

along Hwy. 84, 35, or 1 and do not want 

your property broadcast sprayed with 

herbicides by Caltrans then NOW is the time to post 

No Spray signs.  You can download and print your 

own from our website: www.protectourwatershed.org  

     If you want free, laminated signs on wooden 

posts, please call Patty Mayall, Director of Protect 

our Watershed SMC, at 650-815-9115.   

     Caltrans stated in October that they planned to 

spray these roads, yet they have not replied since 

then.  Check our website for updates to see the list of 

the chemicals used and Caltrans records of roadside 

spraying in SMC.  Please consider signing our online 

petition to end this unnecessary toxic risk to our 

health and let them know your thoughts: contact 

Caltrans Public Affairs Jeff Weiss at 

510-286-5543 or Jeffrey.Weiss@dot.ca.gov 

Bonnie McKinney runs Peninsula Forest and 

Beach School.  She also announced a Winter 

Break Camp for kids age 5-10.  It will be from 9:30 

to 2pm, Mon-Fri, Feb 19th- Feb 23rd in La Honda.  

The cost is $50 per day.  Parents can contact her at 

650-918-9603 or at Bonnie.mckinney@gmail.com 

for more information. It is an outdoor nature camp in 

the forest for elementary children at the Playbowl.   

 

mailto:swarner@mypuente.org
mailto:dnewitt@mypuente.org
mailto:dpagejuice@yahoo.com
http://www.protectourwatershed.org/
mailto:Jeffrey.Weiss@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Bonnie.mckinney@gmail.com
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Help the  

La Honda Voice 

Interested in 

writing or helping 

in other ways to 

keep this paper 

going? This paper 

has been created 

and published 

entirely by 

volunteers of the 

Community and 

printed by the 

generosity of 

Puente.   Contact 

Bob Dougherty at 

voice@lahonda.co

m 

 

 

 

Personal at-home or out-n-about lessons; group classes for 

all levels; small group outings combining; training, 

exercising & socializing; dog assisted therapy - for people 

and dogs; member of Assn of Pet Dog Trainers; member of 

Newfoundland Club of America & of California 

 

mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:voice@lahonda.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm.  Get a pizza 

from noon until 7 pm. Want to order holiday meat? Order 

by December 15th - Can call to order at 747-9722. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/


 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

February 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

  

  

 

   

 
1 Yoga with Mary, 6-

7:30pm, Clubhouse 

 Alices: Jim Salveson 

LH Preschool 

Community 

Storytime, 9:30-10  

2 San Gregorio 

Store: Mike 

Grimes, 5-7p 

3   Slow Flow 

Yoga with Jamie, 

clubhouse, 9-

10:30a 

  San Gregorio 

Store: Kyle Alden 

and Mild Colonial 

Boys, 12-6p 

 
4        Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1pm 

  San Gregorio Store, 

Claddagh band, 2-5p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5    Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30pm 

   Spanish Classes 

Start, LH Puente, 6-7 

begin; 7-8 inter 

Mommy/Daddy & Me 

start , Puente Pescadero 

5-6pm  

6   "Balance, Stretch and 

Tone" 10-11:15am clubhouse 

   Guided Meditation, 1-2, 

LH Puente 

   Puente Caregiver, 10-12p 

(reading and deputy) 

   Bookmobile, 1:00-2:30p 

@LHPO 

 

 

 

 

7 Cuesta 

BOD Meet 

– 7:30p, 

open session 

 
 

 

 

8 Yoga with Mary, 6-

7:30pm, Clubhouse 

   Alices: Nigel Webb 

LH Preschool 

Storytime, 9:30-10 

 

 

9 Fundraiser at 

Slims in San Fran at 

8pm for end of life 

care of Bernie 

Dalton, who has 

ALS and a child in 

LH (details at 

Slimspresents.com)  

 

 

10 Slow Flow 

Yoga with Jamie, 

clubhouse, 9am+         

San Greg Store: 

Atkinson, etc. and  

Harmony Grits, 

11-6p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11       Second 

Harvest Food, OLR, 

12-1pm 

San Gregorio Store: 

Nervous Pinatas and 

Lane/Jones Gang, 11-

5 

 

 

 

 

 

12  Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30pm 

  

 

 

 

13"Balance, Stretch and 

Tone" 10am clubhouse 

Guided Meditation, 1-2, LH 

Puente 

Puente Caregiver, 10-12p, 

(open heart yoga) 

Bookmobile, 11:30-12:45pm 

@ LHE &1:00-2:30p 

@LHPO 

 

 

14 

Zumba@L

HES, 6:30-

7:30 pm 

with Dana  

 

 

 

 

 

15 Yoga with Mary, 

6-7:30pm, Clubhouse 

Alices: Bundy 

Browne  

Bookmobile, 3:00-

3:45p @LHPO 

Cafecito 7-9pm, PES 

LH Preschool 

Storytime, 9:30-10 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 Slow Flow 

Yoga with Jamie, 

clubhouse, 9-

10:30a San 

Gregorio Store: 

Montara 

Mountain Boys 

and Atkinson, etc, 

11a-5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18      Second Harvest 

Food, OLR, 12-1pm 

San Gregorio Store: 

Flying Salvias and 

West Coast Ramblers, 

11am-5pm 

19  Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30pm 

  

 

20 "Balance, Stretch and 

Tone" 10am clubhouse  

Guided Meditation, 1-2, LH 

Puente 

Puente Caregiver, 10-12p 

Bookmobile, 1:00-2:30p, 

LHPO 

 

 

21 Cuesta 

BOD Meet 

– 7:30p, 

open session 
 

 

 

 

22 Yoga with Mary, 

6-7:30pm 

Alices: The Wing 

Brothers 

LH Preschool 

Storytime, 9:30-10 

23  

San Gregorio 

Store: TBA 

 

 

24 Restorative 

Yoga with Jamie, 

clubhouse, 9-

10:30a 

San Greg Store:  

TBA 

25     Second Harvest 

Food, OLR, 12-1pm 

San Gregorio Store: 

TBA  

26  Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30pm  

  

 

 
 

27 "Balance, Stretch and 

Tone" 10am clubhouse 

Guided Meditation, 1-2, LH 

Puente 

Puente Caregiver, 10-12p,  

Bookmobile, 11:30-12:45pm 

@ LHE & 1:00-2:30p,LHPO 

 

 

28  Zumba 

@LHES, 

6:30-7:30 

pm with 

Dana  

Lit Night 

7pm at Cafe 

 

 Note: Events on this calendar are 

subject to change. More current 

information may be available from the 

by calling venue: Alice’s - 851-0303     

AJ’s - 747-0331, SG Store – 726-0565 


