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The La Honda Voice 
 

The Face of Local Music – Jeff Smith 
by craig eddy 

 Jeff drumming at 2012 La Honda fair 

 

I had heard for several years of a mystery 

drummer in La Honda. He was supposed to be a 

great drummer but didn't really play with anyone 

anymore. All I knew was his name was Jeff. I 

was down at the La Honda Market one morning 

having coffee with the "crew" and one of the 

regulars mentioned he was sad to have to put his 

drum set into storage. Turns out I had been 

hanging with the mystery drummer for quite 

awhile and never knew it. Jeff Smith came to La 

Honda around 17 years ago when a friend was 

looking for someone to rent his place in town.  

(continued on page 3) 

 

Mountain Lion Cubs in Downtown 

Half Moon Bay Shot by Wardens 
(excerpt from http://www.contracostatimes.com/ 

california/ci_22117994/fish-and-game-wardens-

shoot-and-kill-two) 

"California Department of Fish and Game 

wardens shot and killed two mountain lion cubs 

Saturday that were hunkered down in a backyard 

on the edge of downtown, a department 

spokeswoman said. 

...wardens tried to shoo the cubs east toward 

Burleigh Murray Ranch State Park.  

 

 

When the lions came back the next day, said Fish 

and Game spokeswoman Janice Mackey, the 

wardens shot them out of concern for public 

safety. The lions looked to be perhaps 9 months 

old and thin for their age, around 25-30 pounds, 

Mackey said. They were behaving abnormally, 

had blank stares and appeared to be accustomed 

to people, she said. They did not run away when 

wardens drew near... (continued on page 2) 

One of the cubs killed by the Game Warden  

(image from HMB Review) 

 

The Season of Giving 
(excerpt from a letter from Kerry Lobel, 

Executive Director of Puente de la Costa Sur) 

"...The holidays are upon us again, as is the 

season of giving. It is during this special time 

that we hope you’ll consider a unique, personal, 

and thoughtful way to give that honors someone 

you love as well as supporting the important 

work that Puente does with an “in honor” 

donation. (continued on page 2) 
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Season of Giving (continued from page 1) 

Giving takes on numerous forms and I 

increasingly find that so many of the greatest 

gifts are not the material ones. Now, with the 

safe and secure credit card donation option 

provided through Rally, it has never been 

simpler or more engaging to donate online to a 

cause you care about. 

 
We’ve been reflecting a lot on community this 

year- on human connection, love, and support. 

We provide direct services to the people of the 

South Coast, but it is a greater community that 

includes supporters near and far that makes 

Puente what it is. Holiday narratives in every 

tradition remind us that we have the opportunity 

to bring light to others. At Puente, we are so 

fortunate to be able to come together as one to 

help better the situations of those around us- and 

that is where your gift in honor of someone you 

care about would be going. We hope, as you 

consider your holiday options, you will keep that 

idea close. 

  

We’re grateful for you and the beautiful and 

growing community of Puente supporters. 

  

Happiest of holidays to you and yours, 

Kerry 

 klobel@mypuente.org - 650.879.1691 ext. 144” 

Go to https://rally.org/puente/donate to donate to 

Puente 

 

Lion Cubs Shot by Warden  

(continued from page 1) 

Mackey said. "When these cats are displaying 

behavior that you can get near them, that can be 

an issue."...Tim Dunbar, executive director of the 

nonprofit Mountain Lion Foundation, criticized 

the wardens' decision to kill the lions. "I think 

Fish and Game was a little too trigger-happy," 

said Dunbar, adding the lions were likely 

orphaned siblings..."  

 

The Warden’s decision to shoot these cubs seem 

to center on the assertion that these cubs could be 

a danger to humans – but is this true? 

 

A link was posted on the La Honda message 

board that lists all verified mountain lion attacks 

on humans in California from 1890 to 2007.  

(http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/lion/attacks.

html)  It shows that there have been very few 

attacks and there has never been one in San 

Mateo County. It seems that the threat from 

these two cubs was almost non-existent and there 

was little justification to kill them. 

 

Several other La Hondans  have commented on 

the message board about their views - summed 

up by one comment that simply says, "Makes me 

embarrassed to be human." 

 

There is an online petition asking the California 

Department of Fish and Game to establish 

protocols for handling wildlife in residential 

spaces to prevent an incident like this from 

happening again. The petition link is: 

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/362/1

59/162/  

 

 
 

The petition simply says,  

“Dear California Department of Fish and Game, 

 

Until recently, there were 50-70 adult mountain 

lions in the Santa Cruz Mountains. There are 

now two fewer after wardens shot two orphaned 

mountain lion cubs who had accidentally 

wandered into Half Moon Bay. 

 

Clearly, the wardens anticipated a situation that 

attempting to tranquilize the mountain lions 

would not solve. However, this does not seem to 

be the case; shooting the cubs, who were not 

large and not an immediate threat, could have 

been prevented by calling in teams that 

specialize in capturing and relocation wild 

animals. 

[Your comments] 

It's a shame that these wardens did not have 

stricter protocols to fall back on.I urge you to to 

establish protocols for handling wildlife in 

residential spaces to prevent future, senseless 

mountain lion deaths. 

Sincerely, 

[Your name]” 

mailto:klobel@mypuente.org
https://rally.org/puente/donate
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/362/159/162/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/362/159/162/
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The Face of Local Music – Jeff Smith  
(continued from page 1) 

Jeff started playing drums at 13 years old when a 

member of his family's church offered to teach 

him. He learned to play all kinds of styles, which 

is why I was unable to pin him down as to his 

favorite genre. "I love it all - Marching music to 

Gospel". Mostly he spent his time playing Rock 

music though. Jeff served time in the Coast 

Guard before finding his way to La Honda. For 

awhile he played with friends Bill, Andy, and 

Rhode in The Busted Blues Band. Jeff has done 

a lot of sitting in with the local bands when they 

need a substitute drummer.  Currently he plays 

with Saxyman and T and Co. when they need a 

drummer. One of his favorite gigs was an event 

at the Tichenor Ranch drumming for David Elias 

and Gary Gates. These days Jeff has signed on 

with Jack Mullins and the Hitchhikers. The new 

band is still in the getting-it-together stage, but 

they have played a few times - most recently at 

the 2012 La Honda Fair. Jeff enjoys the 

somewhat casual local music scene. Applejack's, 

Cafe Cuesta, and the La Honda Fair are the kinda 

fun gigs he likes the most. We certainly have lots 

of local musical talent in our area and even 

though most of them aren't drummers, we are 

blessed to have a handful of excellent drummers. 

Hopefully we'll see more of Jeff out and about 

keeping the beat for the local scene. 

1947 Logging in Northern California 
Mary Bordi posted a link on the message board 

that shows logging operations in Northern 

California in 1947  

The video is here: http://youtu.be/PcEto_Q8MlY 

What struck me is how incredibly difficult and 

dangerous life was for the loggers. Also total 

disregard for cutting down a tree that is, as they 

proudly say in the video clip, "the oldest living 

thing on earth, maybe older than our civilization 

… " 

POST Announces Big Acquisition in 

Pescadero 
 (excerpt from 

http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-

times/ci_22234374/peninsula-open-space-trust-

announces-big-acquisition-pescadero) 

"More than 900 acres of picturesque coastal hills 

and farmland will be preserved from possible 

development into luxury homes under a major 

acquisition announced this week by the 

Peninsula Open Space Trust. 

Peninsula Open Space Trust officials view the 

newly acquired Butano Farms 

The trust paid $9.96 million for the land, known 

as Butano Farms, which has been used for 

ranching as well as vegetable and flower 

production for the past century. The northern end 

of the property runs right up to downtown 

Pescadero, a tiny oceanside community that is 

increasingly desirable to Silicon Valley 

multimillionaries who want to own a rustic 

retreat. 

The land will be incorporated into Cloverdale 

Coastal Ranches, a 5,800-acre property just to 

the south also owned by POST. The purchase 

creates an open space corridor that stretches 

roughly 10 miles from Pescadero State Beach to 

Ano Nuevo State Reserve... 

...Besides about 50 acres of prime agricultural 

soil and vast slopes now grazed by cattle, Butano 

Farms features a unique 140-acre willow marsh, 

a dense tangle of woods surrounding a 1.6-mile 

portion of Butano Creek that serves as habitat for 

threatened steelhead and waterfowl. The trust 

plans to protect this area while allowing 

agriculture to continue elsewhere on the 

property. In the long term POST aims to 

establish a public trail... 

http://youtu.be/PcEto_Q8MlY
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State Official Chides School Districts 

for Risky Business  
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/news/ 

state-official-chides-school-districts-for-risky-

business/article_6b653106-4001-11e2-88f2-

0019bb2963f4.html) 

"California school districts 

are increasingly issuing 

expensive capital 

appreciation bonds and 

that’s a bad deal for 

taxpayers, according to state 

Treasurer Bill Lockyer...La Honda-Pescadero 

Unified School District is on track to pay off its 

associated debts...As other funding sources have 

dried up, some districts have used CABs as 

quick solutions to cover the cost of facility 

maintenance, classroom materials and other 

expenses in the short term. However, Lockyer 

has deemed them risky because interest 

payments can be held off for decades, letting 

interest compound over a longer period of time 

than conventional bonds, and that burdens 

district taxpayers...“We kept our maturity length 

as short as possible,” said La Honda-Pescadero 

Superintendent Amy Wooliever…They capped 

maturity at 22 years after issuing a partial CAB 

worth $1,203,882 in 2009. Total debt service is 

$3,080,000, which Wooliever said the district is 

on target to pay..." 

 

A reminder: Winter Vacation - No Classes in 

the LHPUSD from 12/24/2012 - 01/04/2013 

Short Days, Long Nights. 
Kathleen Dickey 

There is a lovely little brown seaweed called 

Petalonia that lives in the high intertidal zone on 

the mudstone reefs along our coast. You might 

not ever notice it as it is kind of plain, and for 

much of the year it is a just a crust on the rocks.  

It has a secret life, though - it measures the 

length of the nighttime, and when there are just 

enough hours of darkness (as in now!), it sprouts 

up into lovely blades and weathers out the rain 

and storms.  Then, when days get longer, it 

retreats back into its crust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Volunteer Day! La Honda 

Guild Trails Report 

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/messa

ge/34044) 

"Another GREAT volunteer day yesterday: 

Drake and Denis, who 

are stalwart members of 

the Guild’s Trails 

Committee, and I started 

connecting the end of 

Shelden to the re-routed 

Swing-to-Pescadero Rd. 

trail — now called the 

Nutmeg Trail because it 

goes through an area 

with many slow-

growing, native California Nutmeg trees.  

We got a start, but after 3.5+ hours, are far from 

finished.  The old trail went down the middle of 

a steep seasonal streambed.  The re-routed trail 

traverses the hill at a gentler incline. It eventually 

will reach Pescadero Rd. and will be suitable for 

hikers and mountain bikers.  A spur will connect 

to the Nutmeg Trail to the Swing-to-Shelden 

connector — which is now dangerously steep… 

Sincerely, 

Sally" (Cuesta La Honda Guild Director) 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Wendy Hammond 
(January 5th) 

to the best neighbor ever! 

 
Bummer that you will always be SO much 

younger than I am! 

LOVE, Vicki 

The La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this 

paper going? This paper has been created and published 

entirely by volunteers of the Community.  

 

Volunteer to help keep the Community informed:   

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747-0102 or 

the_voice@lahonda.com 
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Holiday Baked Goods & Specialty Items 
Cafe Cuesta is Featuring Baked Goods available to Order for the Holiday Season 

Including  Breads  (Cinnamon Raisin Brioche - $6, Brioche - $5 - $8, White or Wheat - $5, Seeded 

Baguette White or Wheat - $5,   

Dinner Rolls & Muffins (White or Wheat Dinner Rolls - $5 per baker doz. , English Muffins: White or 

Wheat - $5 per dozen, Cinnamon Brioche Raisin Rolls  - $6-$8) 

Desserts & Specialties Breads  (Panetone - $7-$12, Assorted Specialties Tarts & Pies - $7-$20, Tiramisu: 

Small$14 (serves 4-6) Large $18 (servers 6-10)) 

Specialty Items Available ~)Call or email for qty and pricing), (Duck Confit, Country Pate, Kettle Roasted 

Chickens or Turkey)  

To Place an order:  
call (650) 847-0405 or email - Baykerbob@gmail.com( - Please Specify the following: 1 - Items you would 

like to order,  2 - Quantity ,  3 - Date you need them ,  4 - You will be called or email back with 

confirmation of orders & time for pick up.) 

 

And Don’t Forget the La Honda Country Market can also Special 

Order Items for Your Holiday Needs 
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The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 
 

Dog Days can provide personal at-home or out-n-about lessons, 

group classes for all levels, small group outings combining training, 

exercising & socializing, dog assisted therapy, it is a member of Delta 

Society and Assn of Pet Dog Trainers 

 
Due to darker evenings and by (mostly) popular 

decision, Zumba class at La Honda 

Elementary will be held from 5;15-6:15 on 

Wednesdays. See you then!!!! 

 

Thank you Carlos Garcia and the UPS staff  

at the HMB UPS Store for your support helping 

make the La Honda Voice a success!

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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January 2013 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

 

2 
9 Zumba Class, LH 
School, 5:15-6:15 
 
Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30p 

3 
TanShiva Yoga with 
Deanna @ 
Clubhouse, 6:30p 

4 5 

6 7 
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4pm 
 
Back to School 
LHPUSD 

8 9 Zumba Class, LH 
School, 5:15-6:15 
 
 

10 
TanShiva Yoga with 
Deanna @ 
Clubhouse, 6:30p 

11 12 
La Honda Historical 
Society, Cafe. 
(probably 1pm, but 
check with the Café) 

13 14 
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4pm 

15 16 Zumba Class, LH 
School, 5:15-6:15 
 
Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30p 

17 
TanShiva Yoga with 
Deanna @ 
Clubhouse, 6:30p 

18 19 

20 21 
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4pm 

22 23 Zumba Class, LH 
School, 5:15-6:15 
 
 
 

24 
TanShiva Yoga with 
Deanna @ 
Clubhouse, 6:30p 

25 26 

27 28 
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4pm 

29 30 Zumba Class, LH 
School, 5:15-6:15 
 
Lit Night, Café, 7pm 
 

31 
TanShiva Yoga with 
Deanna @ 
Clubhouse, 6:30p 

 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are 

subject to change. More current 

information at www.lahonda.com 

or by calling the venue:                        
Alice’s - 851-0303  AJ’s - 747-0331     

Café Cuesta 747-9220 

 

The  
La Honda  

Voice 


