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The La Honda Voice 
 

Nancy Elizabeth Glass 

Nov 9, 1927 - Feb 24, 2015 
Nancy Elizabeth 

Glass, a 5th 

generation San 

Mateo County 

resident, passed 

away February 24th 

in Palo Alto, CA at 

the age of 87. Nancy 

was born November 

9, 1927, the only 

child of Eric and 

Elizabeth Alsford. 

She attended Half 

Moon Bay High 

School and San Mateo Junior College.  

Growing up in San Gregorio, Nancy spent most of 

her adult life working at Peterson & Alsford, her 

family's general store (established 1920). Upon 

marrying Bill Glass, a childhood neighbor, they 

moved nine miles east to the Glass family ranch in 

La Honda, near the iconic Red Barn on Highway 84. 

They resided there for the remainder of their lives. 

Nancy with her late husband Bill were deeply 

involved in the community, supporting the La Honda 

Junior Rodeos, 4-H, and the La Honda Volunteer Fire 

Brigade.  (continued on page 1) 

 

La Honda Fire Brigade Wins “Oughta Be 

a Law” Contest 
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-

honda-fire-brigade-wins-oughta-be-a-law-

contest/article_8c08a560-bf97-11e4-bd2c-

87191072a276.html by Julia Reis) 

“The livelihood of the La Honda Fire Brigade relies 

exclusively on volunteers, from the 14 individuals 

who serve as firefighters to the board members who 

organize fundraising efforts like the annual pancake 

breakfast and crab cioppino dinner. Those events 

contribute toward the brigade’s annual $40,000 

budget, which is all fundraised dollars…” (continued 

on page 1) 

 

 

Birdland                                  by Denis Shaw 

I often see a pair of large, dark birds circling high 

above La Honda’s watershed. Recently I witnessed a 

group of seven descend onto the Scenic Slide Park 

open space to devour a dead skunk. I was able to get 

a few photos as I slowly passed by in my car. 

Gratefully, I was unable to capture the potent smell!  

One grand poser, spread his wings wide for his 

close-up, a real showoff! A closer look reveals the 

reason for its name, turkey-like, featherless red head 

and neck. Although it will never win the prize for 

beauty, the Turkey Vulture fills a useful role in the 

balance of nature, devouring the flesh of dead 

animals. Not a pretty sight to watch, but the bird 

itself is fascinating. 

American 

Coot 

 

Another local 

presence is 

the vegetarian 

American 

Coot. They 

can be seen 

daily on 

Reflection 

Lake, feasting 

on the overabundance of azolla covering the surface 

of the lake. Their numbers vary by season and 

weather, but the azolla food source may be a reason 

for the population’s increase. (continued on page 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Activities: 
    Spanish Classes in La Honda 

     Health Insurance Enrollment in La Honda 

     Puente Free Tax Preparation 
 

     (More details on page 3) 

    March 2015  

http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-fire-brigade-wins-oughta-be-a-law-contest/article_8c08a560-bf97-11e4-bd2c-87191072a276.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-fire-brigade-wins-oughta-be-a-law-contest/article_8c08a560-bf97-11e4-bd2c-87191072a276.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-fire-brigade-wins-oughta-be-a-law-contest/article_8c08a560-bf97-11e4-bd2c-87191072a276.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-fire-brigade-wins-oughta-be-a-law-contest/article_8c08a560-bf97-11e4-bd2c-87191072a276.html
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Nancy Glass (continued from page 1) 

Throughout the past 40+ years, Nancy was the pillar 

of the La Honda Volunteer Fire Brigade annual Crab 

Cioppino fundraiser. In addition to her community 

involvement, Nancy was an amazing cook and avid 

gardener who always loved organizing get-togethers 

with family and friends.  

She is survived by her son Michael Glass (Sharon), 

her daughter Sharon Dooley (Robert), and 

grandchildren Eric & Caitlin Dooley & Bill Leiter.  

Friends are invited to attend services at 11 a.m. on 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 at Crippin & Flynn 

Woodside Chapel, 400 Woodside Road Redwood 

City, CA. Internment to follow at Alta Mesa 

Memorial Park, Palo Alto. Donations may be made to 

La Honda Fire Brigade (P.O. Box 97, La Honda, CA 

94020) or Lucille Packard Hospital for Children. 

 

“Oughta Be a Law”  (continued from page 1) 

 

State Sen. 

Jerry Hill, 

middle, 

talks with, 

from left, 

Ari Delay, 

La Honda 

Fire 

Brigade 

chief, Linda Bennett, president of the La Honda Fire 

Brigade Board, Peter Panofsky and Matt Hanlon, 

both La Honda Fire Brigade captains, after the 

contest.  

 

… “Now, thanks to a bill introduced Friday by State 

Senator Jerry Hill, the volunteer fire department and 

others like it around California may soon get to 

pocket thousands of dollars more. The La Honda 

Fire Brigade won Hill’s 7th annual “Oughta Be a 

Law…Or Not” contest with its recommendation that 

volunteer fire departments should not have to pay 

state sales tax on its fundraising efforts. California 

law currently exempts not for profit organizations 

operating in the public interest from paying state 

sales tax on fundraising efforts from selling personal 

items like food…The brigade’s recommendation 

stood out among nearly 400 submissions, Hill said in 

part when he heard how many of California’s 

firefighters are volunteers – 25,000, or 40 percent of 

all who serve…If the bill were signed into law, it 

would take effect Jan. 1, 2016. Hill said it would be 

voted on sometime between August and early 

October. 

Delay estimated the La Honda Fire Brigade could see 

as much as $3,000 in additional funding should it 

become exempt from paying state sales tax…” 

 

 
 

 

Food Pantry Update (provided by Mary Bordi) 

The hours for the Sunday Food Pantry at Our Lady of 

Refuge church have been updated. The pantry is open 

every Sunday from 12 noon until 1:30 pm (formerly 

it was open until 2:00 pm).  

Bags of nonperishables 

(canned goods, pasta, 

cereal, etc) are 

assembled by St. Vincent 

de Paul (SVdP) 

volunteers at Our Lady 

of the Pillar church in 

Half Moon Bay. Most of 

these food items plus 

eggs and fresh fruits and 

vegetables are provided 

by Second Harvest--the area wide food bank. In 

addition, SVdP receives donations of bedding and 

household items from Bed Bath and Beyond. The 

Safeway store in Half Moon Bay supplies bread and, 

occasionally, frozen food items. These items are 

shared with the food pantry in La Honda.  

     A local volunteer transports the food and other 

items from Half Moon Bay to La Honda. The pantry 

serves from 12 to 20 individuals and families per 

week. If you or someone you know is in need, please 

stop by. Eligibility guidelines are posted with the 

sign-in book at the food pantry. Our Lady of Refuge 

Catholic Church is located at 146 Sears Ranch Rd. in 

La Honda.  
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Birdland  (continued from page 1) 

They are a peculiar looking duck, with a shiny 

black body, white bill, red eyes, and green feet. Their 

kids are more bizarre, almost prehistoric, with red, 

yellow and orange pin feather fuzz covering their 

head, with a red beak and bulging eyebrows...but that 

is later in the year. You will not want to miss that. 

 

Turkey Vulture 

 

Noisy too, with 

a low croaking 

sound followed by 

a distinct cackle, a 

sound resembling 

laughter. Mating 

season begins, so there will be lots of activity on the 

lake in the coming weeks. 

Walking by Reflection Lake, or as I like to call it, 

Key Lime Pie with Raisins Lake, you may notice our 

other native inhabitants perched on the low hanging 

branches of the willows. The Green Heron and his 

offspring, the Night Heron in black and white, and 

occasionally the Great Blue Heron and the White 

Egret. Fishing may be difficult for these birds with 

the azolla cover, but hopefully that out of control 

problem will be solved with the recent clearing of the 

cattails in front of the spillway ....and a bit more rain 

to increase the water flow. Our local heroes, Mike 

Williams and Mark Paulsen, have put on their boots 

and swim wear, to 

cut and remove 

these obstacles. 

Cheers to our 

volunteers! Now it 

is up to Mother 

Nature’s help. 

More rain please! 

 

 

Local heroes Mike and Mark clearing cattails 

 

 LHEF's Spaghetti Dinner on Wednesday, March 

25, 6-8pm at Mountain Terrace.  

Spaghetti with meat 

or vegetarian sauce, 

salad, garlic bread, 

non-alcoholic drink, 

and dessert will be 

served.  Wine and 

beer available for an 

additional donation.  Live music preformed by The 

Lighthouse Trio. Tickets will be sold at the door for 

$20 per adult, $10 per child (12 and under). 

All proceeds benefit the enrichment programs at La 

Honda School. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Insurance Enrollment Offered in 

La Honda 

Know someone that 

needs health 

insurance, or need it 

for yourself and/or 

your family? Tired of driving over the hill to do 

everything, well Puente can help! Starting 2/12 

Puente now has office hours Thursday evenings from 

2pm-6pm at our La Honda office! 

Types of Enrollments that are offered: 

-Medi-Cal  

-Covered California 

-ACE & DHC (for low-income undocumented 

individuals) 

-CalFresh (food stamps) 

Address: 8875 La Honda Road, 4, La Honda, CA, 

94020; Phone Number: 650-879-1691 for 

appointments and more information 

Puente Free Tax Preparation  
It’s tax season!  Puente will again be offering free tax 

preparation services for community members who 

earned less than $53,000 in 2014.  Services are 

available by appointment only and will run from 

February 3
rd

 through April 14
th

 on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  Call the number below to 

set up a 30-minute appointment to drop off your 

information and fill out the required forms we will 

need to complete your taxes.  Within about a week, 

we will call you to arrange a time to pick them up. 
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Early Days as Postmaster by Karen Delee 

 I would like to thank Mary Bordi for her 

contribution to the February Voice. I asked her a 

couple months ago to possibly write an article on her 

days as the Highway Contract driver for La Honda. 

The excerpts from her diary brought back a lot of 

memories of those days working in the dark and 

scrambling to get the mail delivered during some 

inclement weather. After reading Craig’s article, 

many more memories were brought forward. 

However, I do want to refute the statement that for 

ten days no one got in or out of La Honda. Greg, 

Ann, the mail carrier and I came to work every day, 

and the mail was delivered despite the obstacles. We 

may have had to change the way we came and the 

direction in which the deliveries were made, but it 

was done. 

     In light of Mary Blacks' passing a 

few months ago I started thinking 

about my working days with her here 

at the La Honda Post Office. I though 

I might share my first day with you as 

my last day is surely ahead. 

     I came for an interview with Mary 

Black in October of 1980. During the interview the 

mail carriers, George and Mary returned from the 

days deliveries. Mary needed to stop and get the mail 

out at which time I was introduced. When George 

and Mary had left, Mary explained to me that George 

was legally blind. Well apparently my interview went 

well as I was hired with a probationary period and 

started in November of 1980. 

     My introduction to some of the 

town’s people who were curious was as 

"The new girl." Joe Espitia was first in 

line. Apparently Mary had told him I 

was as fat and round as a blueberry, so 

the first words out of his mouth were 

"you said she was fat." Next was Judd and he was 

welcoming. Judd would drive by each morning when 

I put the flag up and tell me the temperature. While I 

was learning what needed to be done, George asked 

me what I did before I started here (Remember, Mary 

told me he was legally blind?). I told him I was an ex 

Playboy Bunny, which got a chuckle from everyone. 

I figured I might fit in after all. 

 

Pescadero High School’s California 

YMCA Youth & Government 

by Wendy (Gwendolyn) Barnhart 

The schools our kids go to are 

small, they are not as well funded 

as larger schools, and as a result, 

there are fewer opportunities for 

our children.  One program our 

children do get to participate in is the YMCA’s 

Youth and Government Program.  As a parent of a 

child who actively participates in this program, it 

does amazing things for our kids.  It not only helps 

kids learn about our legislative process and 

procedures, it also helps them to build skills in 

communication, organization, and helps build self-

esteem and confidence.  

     This year, Pescadero High School’s delegation 

presented a bill at the annual convention in 

Sacramento that addressed the issue of sexual 

harassment in middle and high school campuses and 

the lack of education currently provided. Their bill 

passed, and will now go on to the adult level of state 

legislature.  Our kids have a chance to impact the 

world they live in, and this program gives them a 

voice. 

 

Additional Information: “California YMCA 

Youth & Government’s Model Legislature & 

Court (MLC) has been the state’s premier youth 

leadership and civic development program since 

1948. The MLC creates a six-month learn-by-doing 

experience that teaches the values of democracy by 

bringing together a cross-section of the state’s high 

school students. This program provides them with the 

opportunity to experience government first-hand and 

to learn how to solve community problems through 

the democratic process as well as debate and discuss 

issues with their peers from throughout California.”  

(excerpt from YMCA’s Youth and Government Web 

Page) for more information go to: http://calymca.org/ 

 

Important March La Honda School Dates 
Also see calendar on back 

March 20 – K-5 trip to Academy of Sciences; Sees 

Candy Fundraiser ends 

March 25 – Spaghetti night 

March 30 – Cesar Chavez day (no school) 

April 1-3 – 12:30 release for Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

 

Caltrans Delays Spraying of Herbicides 

on Roadsides until March 10 

(excerpt from almanacnews.com by Barbara Wood )  

“Spraying herbicides along Highway 84 west of 

Skyline Boulevard, which was to have begun March 

3, has been postponed and will now take place on two 

Tuesdays -- March 10 and March 17, according to 

Caltrans. …Local residents have protested the 

spraying, asking Caltrans to honor the county's 2012 

ban on broadcast spraying of herbicides. ..Caltrans 

will not spray in La Honda or San Gregorio, or on 

properties that have posted "No Spray" signs.”  
 

http://calymca.org/
http://www.almanacnews.com/news/2015/03/03/caltrans-delays-plans-to-spray-herbicides-on-roadsides-until-march-10
http://www.almanacnews.com/news/2015/03/03/caltrans-delays-plans-to-spray-herbicides-on-roadsides-until-march-10
http://www.almanacnews.com/news/2015/02/27/caltrans-will-spray-herbicides-on-county-roadsides-march-3-and-10
http://www.almanacnews.com/news/2015/02/27/caltrans-will-spray-herbicides-on-county-roadsides-march-3-and-10
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The La Honda 

Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses 

a variety of sources, 

including articles written 

by local writers 

exclusively for this 

publication and short 

excerpts from other 

sources. Links are always 

provided for these other 

sources and the intention 

is for the reader to read 

the entire article from the 

original source. It is 

important that the La 

Honda Voice readers 

support these other 

publications! 

 

 

 

 

 

Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 

going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 

volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.   

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 
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Recent Sales: 

3200 Long Ridge Rd, 3bd/2.5ba, 3200sf house, 38ac, sold for $1,650,000 

100 Sylvan Way, 3bd/2ba, 1120sf house, 16,500sf lot, sold for $600,000 

71 Redwood Dr, 2bd/2ba, 1100sf house, 20,000sf lot, sold for $450,000 

170 Cuesta Real, 2bd/1.5ba, 700sf house, 13,775sf lot, sold for $420,000 

Contact Gail or Dante or Frank Vento (BRE# 01321362, 650-888-9900) 

                          Interest rates are still at historically low numbers! => 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 

your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 

Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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March 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

1 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

2 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

3 

 

4  

Zumba@LHES 

5pm with Lisa 

Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30p   

5  Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices; John Henry's Farm, 7-9 

Nancy Glass Services@11am 

6 

AJs:  Full Moon 

Session @9:30p 

7 

AJs:  Eleven 

Wails @9:30p 

  

 

8  Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

Daylight Savings  
 

9 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

  

10 

 Bookmobile 

11:45-1:15 

11 

Zumba@LHES 

5pm with Lisa 

  

12  Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Age of Reason @7-9pm 

  

 

13 

AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

 

 

14  

AJs:  DB 

Walker@9:30p 

  

 

 
15  

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

  

 

16  

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

17 

Saint 

Patrick’s Day 

18 

Zumba@LHES 

5pm with Lisa 

Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30p   

19  

Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse  

Alices; Scott Cooper @7-9pm 

 

20 AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

LHE K-5 trip to 

Academy of Sciences 
  

21 

AJs: 

TBA@9:30p 

 

22 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

23  

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

24 

 Bookmobile 

11:45-1:15 

25 Lit Night, 

7pm, Clubhouse 

Zumba@LHES 

5pm with Lisa 

26 Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse  

Alices; Deke Rivers @7-9pm 

LHES Spaghetti Night @ 

Mountain Terrace 

 

27 

AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

 

28 

AJs:  Stock-

Shot@9:30p 

 

29 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

30  

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

No School - Cesar 

Chavez Day 

31 

 No School -

LHES Staff 

Development 

 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. 

More current information may be available from the 

calendar at www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                                       

Alice’s - 851-0303    AJ’s - 747-0331 

The La Honda  
Voice 

 


