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The La Honda Voice 
Lake Project Progress Report 

by Denis Shaw 

 
Many changes are happening on Reflection 

Lake. The azolla fern removal efforts are accelerating 

as more gardeners begin taking advantage of the free, 

nitrogen rich compost piled by the side of the lake 

and near the horse ring. And for those who are 

curious to have the facts about azolla, a sign has been 

posted by the spillway to explain all. 

The azolla has taken on a new appearance as 

the weather warms, turning a reddish tint where it is 

exposed to the sun, and staying a rich, vibrant green 

in the shade of the overhanging willows. 

Because we have been removing the azolla 

move vigorously, the coverage has become thinner. It 

moves easier when the wind picks up, creating more 

clear water patches. (continued on page 3) 

 

La Honda Movie Status 

by Jeff Hammer 

After several hurdles 

to clear, Live Or Die 

In La Honda is 

shooting this 

summer. Casting is 

underway, and the 

crew is nearly filled. 

A huge and special 

thanks to Apple 

Jack's, San Gregorio 

General Store, 

Duarte's Tavern, La 

Honda Market, 

Cuesta Cafe, Jack 

Mullins, Bundy  

 

 

Browne, and Pathetic Honey for adding local flavor 

to the movie. Thanks as well to everyone else who 

has reached out to help - as crew, supporting cast, 

lodging, locations, paperwork, and too many other 

things to list here. This movie has been my baby, and 

it truly takes a village to raise it. I couldn't do this 

without the generosity of this community. (continued 

on page 2) 

 

Apple Jack’s Reopens Patio Area 
Apple Jack’s 

has re-opened 

the back patio 

area just in 

time for 

summer. San 

Mateo County 

had required 

the tavern to 

fence the property and build an ADA assessable ramp 

to the patio area.  

 

La Honda Fire Brigade Flea Market  
The annual flea market will 

be held on Sunday, July 12th, 

this year. The fee to sell is 

still only $25.00.  

Please sign up to sell or ask 

questions to Karen at the 

Post Office, 747-0515.  

 

Upcoming 

Puente 

Events and 

Activities 

 
   5th Anniversary of Pescadero Farmers Market 

to kick off June 4th! 

   Zumba in La Honda and Pescadero  

   Medical Clinic now Open in Pescadero for South 

Coast Residents!    (more information on page 2) 
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(continued from 

page 1) 

5th Anniversary of Pescadero Farmers 

Market to kick off June 4th! 

Pescadero Grown!  is 

celebrating its 5th anniversary 

this season!  Come down to 

Pescadero from 3-7pm at the 

lot next to the Country Store 

for fresh local produce, meat, 

eggs, live music, children’s 

activities, and a raffle!  You 

could win a Google tablet!  We accept CalFresh and 

WIC at the market, and those who qualify can also 

enroll in our Pescadero Grown! Tokens program, all 

of which allow you to double your money up to $10 

at the market.   

 

 

Zumba in La Honda and Pescadero  
 

Zumba is offered 

by Puente for 

those that are 

interested in 

getting some exercise through Latin dance-inspired 

exercise! The adult classes cost $3 per class--free 

childcare is provided. Zumba kids is offered free of 

charge. Please contact Molly at 650-262-

5989or mwolfes@mypuente.orgfor more 

information! 

Schedule: Pescadero (Located in the Pescadero 

Elementary gym) 

Adult Classes: Tuesdays/Thursdays 6:00-7:00pm 

Zumba Kids: Thursdays 5:30-6:00pm  

**No Classes May 21st and 26th** 

La Honda (Located in the La Honda Elementary 

Gym) 

Adult Class: Wednesdays 5:00pm-6:00pm 
 

Medical Clinic now Open in Pescadero 

for South Coast 

Residents!  
 Puente, in a partnership 

with the San Mateo 

Medical Center and the 

Coastside Clinic, now has 

a clinic for South Coast 

Residents! 

 

Who: Patients with Medi-Cal, ACE, Healthy Kids, or 

Medicare 

              Under 65 and need health insurance? Puente 

can help with that too!  

              Call 650-879-1691 to see if you qualify and 

make an appointment. 

What: Primary care (physicals & yearly check-ups), 

other basic care 

Where: Puente Office @ 620 North St (next to 

Pescadero Elem.) 

When: THURSDAY evenings from 5:00pm-7:00pm 

How: Call Molly 650-262-5989 for questions or 

make an appointment 

Why: Seeing a doctor before or soon after problems 

occur can prevent more serious illnesses/injuries 

from occurring 

 
La Honda Movie Status (continued from page 1) 

Keep your eyes open for a promotional party 

at Apple Jack's within the next month. It's going to be 

a rocking time with 6+ hours of music from out-of-

towners plus some of the best musicians from the 

area. If you're a fan of live music, you won't want to 

miss it! The movie will also have a booth at the La 

Honda Fair, so please stop by. 

 

For those who want to learn more about the movie 

and/or my personal story, feel free to go 

to indiegogo.com and enter Live Or Die In La 

Honda in the search window. The direct link is 

below.  

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/live-or-die-in-

la-honda/x/8452611#home 

Thank you for supporting independent 

filmmaking! You're helping me realize my dream. 

 

Is Cuesta's water fluoridated? 
There was a discussion on the La Honda message 

board about whether the Guild’s water is fluorinated 

(see msg 46197). The answer is no, although there is 

natural fluorination in many water supplies. There is 

a controversy about whether artificial fluorination is 

healthy, although the majority of dentists will state 

that scientific evidence proves that the level of 

fluorination in most drinking water is not unhealthy 

and can prevent cavities in children.   

 

tel:650-262-5989
tel:650-262-5989
mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
tel:650-879-1691
tel:650-262-5989
http://indiegogo.com/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/live-or-die-in-la-honda/x/8452611#home
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/live-or-die-in-la-honda/x/8452611#home
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Lake Project Progress Report  

(continued from page 1) 

It also appears as if the center may be dying, due to 

the increasing smell of decay, and the discovery of 

the appearance of the azolla weevil, its only enemy. 

 
The same dedicated crew has been keeping the 

skylights clear. More turtles are finding the wider 

frames suitable for sun bathing, and the herons and 

ducks use them all to perch. The few frames that are 

unanchored have been pushed by the wind, drifting to 

the far end of the lake, like free flowing art in motion. 

But, the best news of all, a second family of 

eight ducklings has appeared. This young group, and 

the older family of eleven, can be seen plowing 

through the azolla eating as they go, obviously 

thriving on the azolla as a food source.  

We are working on a new, more efficient 

means to remove the azolla. We have created an 

“azolla boom”, similar to what is used in an oil spill. 

We are able to circle and round up a large section of 

the mat in each sweep. Our boom is totally recycled, 

using empty plastic bottles, mostly 1/2 gallon juice 

containers and water bottles, filling a long tube make 

from old bed sheets. It is the best working device we 

have come up with so far. More bottles are needed to 

lengthen this boom in order to make even bigger 

sweeps, and more volunteers are needed to remove it 

as it is brought to shore. 

 
In mid April, someone removed all the sand 

bags from the spillway, allowing a huge amount of 

water to escape. It would have been a grand attempt 

to remove the azolla, if they had stayed and 

encouraged the azolla to move into the spillway. 

They did not. The result was a huge loss of water and 

major disruption further down stream. Luckily, 

within an hour it was discovered, and emergency 

volunteers restacked the sandbags. It is important to 

keep the level of the lake high, in order to avoid the 

dry bed of last summer and fall. Please do not remove 

the sandbags. If anyone feels the need to participate, 

removing the azolla is a much better place to start. 

The level of the lake is increasing slowly, thanks to 

the little bit of rain we got in April. 

Meanwhile, life is continuing on the lake. 

Spotted a frequent merganser that is still hanging 

about. The herons are ever present and less timid 

because of the activities on the lake. There seems to 

be fewer coots, but I suspect they are nesting, and 

there may be babies soon. Saw many tadpoles, too, so 

the frog population does not seem to be in jeopardy.  

One concern, could be the kingfishers. 

Without open water surface, they have no fishing 

possibilities. Chances are, they will be off somewhere 

else to find a better food supply. Our goal to open 

enough clear water, to encourage them to return. We 

have temporarily lost our Refection, but not our 

Lake, thanks to all the volunteers. 

                              In La Honda 
 

I live in the woods between the ocean and the bay 

And the fragrance of the forest is a sweet bouquet 

Of ferns and flowers and fresh mown hay 

In La Honda 
 

Sitting on my porch I can hear the bees 

Buzzing in the blossoms of the Cherry plum trees 

And the tall Redwoods are swaying in the breeze 

In La Honda 
 

As a red tail hawk circles the sky above 

I can hear the cooing of a lonesome dove 

These are the things I truly love 

In La Honda 
 

Across the road I can see a deer 

With her fawn whose fur is like soft cashmere 

And I can see these things year after year 

In La Honda 
 

So, if city life’s got you stressed 

And you feel you need a little rest 

You’ll find country living at its best 

In La Honda 
                                  

by Dennis Berglund 
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La Honda’s Jungle Safari 
BettyLynn 

Egan and 

Gail J. Van 

Wart with 

their book at 

a Barnes and 

Noble 

bookstore 

 
Former La Honda residents BettyLynn Egan and 

Gail J. Van Wart spoke to a full house at the La 

Honda Puente center on May 2nd. The two of them, 

along with Betty’s husband Lou, started a wildlife 

awareness program called School Jungle Safari in La 

Honda in the 1970s. They acted as surrogate mothers, 

nurses, and trainers for a wide variety of exotic 

animals, including a wolf, bear, chimpanzee, bobcat, 

mountain lion and wallaby. During that time they 

brought these animals to places, including La Honda 

School, for educational purposes.  

Betty and Gail more recently decided to publish and 

preserve the memories of their unique experiences 

with these animals. Their first collaboration is a book 

called “Who is a Chimpanzee?” This book is the 

story of Jeff, the chimpanzee, who seemed to think he 

was a human. Betty and Gail presented their 

fascinating story, along with a slide show, at the May 

meeting of the La Honda Historical Society. 

 

Missing La Honda Sign 
 Cathy Greenwald , who 

worked for 18 months to 

get La Honda street signs 

from Cal Trans, said the 

sign east of town is again 

missing. As Cathy 

pointed out, it is important to “signify to motorists 

that they are approaching an area they need to slow 

down for the protection of our residents and their 

children.” Please let the Voice know if you know 

where the sign is at. 

 

Burn Permits Now Required 
The California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (CAL FIRE) will require a burn permit for 

any outdoor open burning in unincorporated San 

Mateo County. All open burning permit require 

continual monitoring of the fire by an adult, a 

minimum clearance of at least 10 feet to bare mineral 

soil around the fire, adequate control resources (tools, 

water, etc.), and the burn cannot occur on a windy 

day. An exception may be made if wood burning is 

your only heat source. 

 

On a related note, The Coastside Fire Protection 

District will be participating in a county-wide 

wildland fire training event on May 9th in El Granada 

and May 16th in Woodside to gather cooperating fire 

agencies and resources to practice skills and 

coordination to be utilized in the event of a wildfire.  

Local residents in El Grenada can expect 15 to 20 fire 

engines, a bulldozer, and a CAL FIRE helicopter. 

 

Will Fourt and Sheila First OriginalS CD 
( from the La Honda message board #46156) 

 “Modern bluegrass, 

home-grown. Will 

Fourt, born and bred 

in La Honda, has 

played with 

practically every 

musician in town at 

one time or another.. 

Now he is trying to put out a new CD through 

Kickstarter fundraising. The CD will feature original 

songs composed and played by Will Fourt and Sheila 

Golden. You can pre-order the CD and help his 

Kickstarter at the same time: go to 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1389045008/wil

l-fourt-and-sheila-goldens-first-original-cd 

 

La Honda July 4th Picnic 
Anyone who would like to pitch 

in for the La Honda 4th of July 

celebrations should contact Carol 

at the Guild office at 747-9411 or 

drop by Thursday/Friday 12-4pm. 

Also the pool opening is slated for May 23rd but 

Recreation and Public Works are working to push 

that date up 

 

Pescadero Middle School Bands Perform 

 “The Pescadero Middle School 

bands will present their Spring 

Concert on Tuesday, May 12, 

6:30 p.m. 

at the Pescadero High Theater. 

350 Butano Cutoff, Pescadero. 

The featured bands will include 

the 6th grade band and the 8th grade band. Familiar 

and unfamiliar songs performed include musical 

styles from classical to rock, latin, and jazz!...Come 

hear these La Honda/Pescadero musicians play their 

hearts out for you.  

The concert will be 50 minutes and is free. Please call 

(650) 879-0274 for more information. [from Kristen 

Lindstrom / LH Message Board #46269] 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/LaHonda/conversations/messages/46156
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1389045008/will-fourt-and-sheila-goldens-first-original-cd
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1389045008/will-fourt-and-sheila-goldens-first-original-cd
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The La Honda 

Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses 

a variety of sources, 

including articles written 

by local writers 

exclusively for this 

publication and short 

excerpts from other 

sources. Links are always 

provided for these other 

sources and the intention 

is for the reader to read 

the entire article from the 

original source. It is 

important that the La 

Honda Voice readers 

support these other 

publications! 

 

 

 

 

 

Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 

going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 

volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.   

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 
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Recent Sales: 

3200 Long Ridge Rd, 3bd/2.5ba, 3200sf house, 38ac, sold for $1,650,000 

100 Sylvan Way, 3bd/2ba, 1120sf house, 16,500sf lot, sold for $600,000 

71 Redwood Dr, 2bd/2ba, 1100sf house, 20,000sf lot, sold for $450,000 

170 Cuesta Real, 2bd/1.5ba, 700sf house, 13,775sf lot, sold for $420,000 

Contact Gail or Dante or Frank Vento (BRE# 01321362, 650-888-9900) 

                          Interest rates are still at historically low numbers! => 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 

your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 

Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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May 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

  

   

 

1 2   

 

 

3 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

4 

Yoga with 

Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 

4-5:30p 

5   

Bookmobile 12-2p, LH 

Market 

6   

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30p   

7  

Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices; Bundy Browne @7-9p 

Rhythm and Blues of La Honda  

 

8 

AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

9 

AJs:  DB 

Walker@9:30p 

Bookmobile 11-

12:30p, LH Market 

  

 
10 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

11 

Yoga with 

Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 

4-5:30p 

  

12 

Bookmobile 1:45-2:30p, 

LH Market 

Pescadero Middle 

School Band @ PHS 

Theater, 6:30p 

13 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

  

14 

Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices; Scott Cooper - Acoustic 

Music for Deadheads @7-9pm 

  

 

15 

AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

 

 

16  

AJs:  Medicated 

Funk@9:30p 

  

 

 

17  

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

  

 

18 

Yoga with 

Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 

4-5:30p 

 

19 

Bookmobile 12-2p, LH 

Market 

20  

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30p   

21 

Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse  

Alices; Patrick Nevins @7-9pm 

 

22  

AJs:  Harry and the 

Hitmen@9:30p 

 

  

23 

AJs: T&Company 

@9:30p 

 

24 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

25  

Yoga with 

Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 

4-5:30p 

26 

Bookmobile 1:45-2:30p, 

LH Market 

 

27  

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

28  

Yoga with Cheryl, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse  

Alices; Gary Gates @7-9pm 

 

29 

AJs:  TBD@9:30p 

 

30 

AJs:  Blue@9:30p 

31 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR 

Church, 12-1:30pm 

 

 

 

The La Honda  
Voice 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to 

change. More current information may be 

available from the calendar at 

www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                                       

Alice’s - 851-0303    AJ’s - 747-0331 


