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The La Honda Voice 
 

It is all about the Water! 

By Denis Shaw 

 
     Cuesta’s reservoirs have water, but at the lowest 

level I have seen in a long time. Our conservation 

regime has worked, so far. We made it through the 

dry hot summer, and the chance of more rain looks 

promising, if you have faith in predictions.  

     I noticed the leafless buckeye trees, and ponder 

the number and size of the buckeyes. Do they 

somehow predict what the winter will be like? Or is it 

the winter coats on the local deer? 

     To confuse the issue, the prolonged drought has 

all species in a quandary. Annual plants are quick to 
end their cycle and disperse their seed, and some 

perennials are entering dormancy ahead of schedule 

with little fanfare. 

     Dry and golden are the hills, fringed in dark 

evergreen. These are our autumn colors. The red 

poison oak and the yellow big maple leaves are not as 

brilliant this season. Brown, tan, cream, taupe, rust, 

and beige are the dominant fall colors. 

      There are a few stars in the landscape. Thistle 

seed heads are shiny, bright white in large clusters, 

waiting for the wind to cast them about. The 

California fuchsia is the faithful autumn scarlet 
clinging to the golden rocky cliffs on the way to 

Mindego Creek. A breath of fresh air to a decaying 

landscape. 

     Reflection Lake is another story. The Mallard 

count was up to thirty when I last counted. More are 

flying in for their winter resort. Keeping the water 

level high has helped to make room for more fish to 

flourish, the food source for that winter population. 

The floating windows are perfect rest stops, and are 

often crowded with Coots, Mallards, Herons, 

(continued on page 4) 

 

 

 

Rita Mancera to succeed Kerry Lobel as 

Executive Director of Puente 

Current Executive Director Kerry Lobel, right, with 

soon-to-be Executive Director Rita Mancera at the 

Puente offices in Pescadero. 

Puente de la Costa Sur (PUENTE) Board President 

Laura Franco announced that Rita Mancera will 

succeed Kerry Lobel as Executive Director, effective 

January 1, 2016. Lobel will be taking on a new role 

as Puente’s Strategic Projects Advisor. 

     “For Puente, it’s the best of all possible worlds to 

keep us both but in new roles. Rita and I have worked 

side-by-side for nine years and she is terrific. For me, 

the shift in roles is fantastic. I’ve longed to work on 
the larger infrastructure projects, and there is so much 

to do,” says Lobel… (continued on page 2) 

Puente Events and Activities! 
 

 

 

 

 

*Holiday Gift Card Distribution – Sign up soon 

*Health Insurance, CalFresh and other benefits 

available at Puente, including appointments in La 

Honda! 

*Zumba in La Honda and Pescadero 

*Donate to Puente this Holiday Season 

…see page 2 for details 
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Puente Events (continued from page 1) 

Holiday Gift Card 

Distribution - Sign Up soon!  

Enrollment through November 
5th for qualifying families with 

children 0-16 years of age who 

are in the LHPUSD school district if of age. 

Appointments are available on Thursdays in La 

Honda Call Laura for more information or to make an 

appointment - 650-879-1691  

Health Insurance, 

Covered California, 

CalFresh and other 

benefits at Puente, 

with appointments 

in La Honda!  

Know someone that needs health insurance or food 

stamps, or need it for yourself and/or your family? 

Tired of driving over the hill to do everything? 

Puente can help!  

Appointments are available every weekday including 

evening appointments on Thursdays in La Honda and 

evening appointments Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
Pescadero to help accommodate busy schedules.  

We offer enrollment into and support for the 

following programs, and others:  

-Medi-Cal 

-Covered California (Open enrollment begins again 

on November 1st!!) 

-ACE & DHC (for low-income undocumented 

individuals) 

-CalFresh (food stamps)  

Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make 

an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit on Thursday 

evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in La Honda, 

next to the Post Office!  

Zumba in La Honda and 

Pescadero  

Zumba is offered by Puente for 
those that are interested in getting 

some exercise through Latin dance-

inspired exercise! The adult classes 

cost $3 per class--free childcare is provided. Zumba 

kids is offered free of charge. Please contact Molly at 

650-262-5989 or mwolfes@mypuente.orgfor more 

information!  

Zumba Schedule:  

Pescadero (Located in the Pescadero Elementary 

gym)  

Adult Classes: Tuesdays/Thursdays 6:00-7:00pm  
La Honda (Located in the La Honda Elementary 

Gym)  

Adult Class: Wednesdays 5:00pm-6:00pm  

Donate to Puente 

this Holiday 

Season  

Help Puente 

support south coast 

families this 
holiday season by 

making a donation. Your contribution will help us 

purchase gift cards for needy families, sleeping bags 

& socks for farm workers, and much more. You can 

make a cash donation at www.mypuente.org or help 

us buy supplies for the holiday season at 

www.roonga.com/puenteposada2015. 

 

Rita Mancera to succeed Kerry Lobel as Executive 

Director of Puente (continued from page 1) 
…Lobel has presided over an extraordinary period of 

growth for Puente, which has gone from 3 employees 
and a $185,127 budget in 2006 – the year Puente 

formally merged with North Street Community 

Resource Center – to a budget of $2.3 million with 27 

full and part-time staff.  

…Together, Lobel and Mancera have guided Puente 

through the often difficult nonprofit funding waters, 

such as the recent loss of federal funding to the youth 

program. That rescue effort is still underway, with a 

matching grant for all donations up to $40,000. “Rita 

has been my partner for my entire tenure at Puente. 

She’s given her body and soul to the organization,” 
says Lobel. 

…Like Lobel, Mancera has been with Puente since 

2006. She was born and raised in Mexico and 

immigrated to Pescadero after marrying her husband 

Jim. She is known for her hands-on leadership style 

and vivacious personality. She loves to learn, and 

over the years her evolving roles at Puente have 

given her a chance to learn all kinds of unexpected 

new skills. She has become a paralegal, a Board of 

Immigration Appeals (BIA) accredited legal worker, 

a notary public and Zumba instructor… 

…Mancera will be the third leader to lead Puente in 
its 17-year history. “She’s next in line in a very 

deliberate strategy developed by Puente founder 

Wendy Taylor to build community leadership,” says 

Lobel. “With Rita setting the course and the strong 

support of our community, Puente can realize the 

ambitions and plans we have, which are bigger than 

ever.” (go to http://mypuente.org/rita-mancera-to-

succeed-kerry-lobel-as-executive-director-of-puente/ 

for more information) 

 

The La Honda Voice wants to thank Puente 

Executive Director Kerry Lobel for all her 

support to our local paper and congratulate and 

welcome incoming Director Rita Mancera! 

mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
http://www.mypuente.org/
http://www.roonga.com/puenteposada2015
http://mypuente.org/rita-mancera-to-succeed-kerry-lobel-as-executive-director-of-puente/
http://mypuente.org/rita-mancera-to-succeed-kerry-lobel-as-executive-director-of-puente/
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Pampas Grass 

by Neil Panton 

 

Do 

you 

want 

this? 

 

 

 

Pampas grass 

  

 

Or 

this? 

 

 

Many consider Pampas grass (Cortaderia jubata) to 

be an ornamental, and it is.  Although it can be quite 

beautiful, it’s also extremely invasive, and can take 

over coastal and grassland sites.  There is plenty of 

evidence of this along the Coast Highway and 

Pescadero Creek and Bean Hollow Rds.  When 

controlled or confined, it can be a lovely plant, but its 
seeds travel over long distances, and each plume can 

produce up to a hundred thousand seeds! The plant 

thrives on bare soils, and takes advantage of drought 

conditions when other plants have trouble surviving. 

We’re seeing more of this perennial along Hwy 84 

and Stage Rd. in La Honda and San Gregorio, and 

because of it prolific seed production and highly 

competitive nature, it may not be long before our 
roadsides and slopes are taken over by this grass. 

Once they’re established, removal of the plant can be 

quite a bit of work, but controlling the spread can be 

as simple as removing the plumes before they go to 

seed in late summer or early fall. 

If you’d like to help control this invasive grass in our 

watershed, or have plants on your property controlled 

or removed, contact SGERC at sgerc@sanmateo.org 
or call Neil Panton at (650) 854-8038. 

Letter to the Editor – Thanks to the La 

Honda Volunteers 

As I sit here in front of the computer on this drizzly 

day, I can see summer has come and gone. One of the 

positive sides of the drought (if there are any) is that I 

got to spend my mornings for the past 8 or 9 months 
tromping about the trails of La Honda. With my dogs 

and a handful of friends to keep me company, I 

walked hundreds of miles through shadowy woods, 

rolling hills, expansive vistas, and dense foliage: 

Roquena, the Swing Trail all the ways you could 

walk it, Shelden Loop, Pescadero Rd, Playbowl, and 

the Bench and surrounding reservoir property to 

name a few. I felt so very fortunate to be able to do 

so.  

     Therefore, I and my friends, would like to take a 

moment to thank the individuals who made it all 

possible. Denis Shaw and Drake Lewis volunteered 
countless hours to maintaining and making trails, 

clearing them of poison oak and making them more 

accessible. My friend, Mary who lived on Kauai for 

years calls them the “Menehune,” Hawaiian 

Leprechauns. Thank you guys for making La Honda 

even more of a special place in which to live!  

 
Denis Shaw at Reflection Lake 

Also, a special shout out to Liz Chapman and her 

band of volunteers who vigilantly cleaned up the 

Reflection Lake so it would not be lying about its 

name. Countless hours (Tuesdays afternoons, I 

believe) were spent painstakingly clearing the 

duckweed from the surface. Forgive me if I leave any 

names out but I appreciate each and every one of 

you: Hilary Hart, Marc Paulsen, Denis Shaw, 

Kathryn Ryan, and more.  
     Having volunteered many hours myself to the 

betterment of La Honda, I know how nice it is to be 

thanked for ones’ efforts! SO, THANK YOU TO 

ALL THE DILIGENT MENEHUNE! 

     Gratefully,  

Vicki Skinner, Mary Green, Maryann Chwalek, Zoe 

Harrington, Irene Thayer, Wendy Hammond 
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More groups ask Caltrans to stop 

spraying herbicides along roads 
(excerpt by Barbara Wood for 

http://almanacnews.com/) 

”Responding to requests 

from a wide array of local 

groups, farmers and 

ranchers, and public 

officials who have asked 

Caltrans to stop broadcast 

spraying herbicides along 

San Mateo County highways, Caltrans officials have 

promised to make some changes, starting with a pilot 

program on Highway 84 between Portola Road in 
Woodside and the coast. 

     According to a community notice about the pilot 

program, Caltrans will continue broadcast spraying 

herbicides on the westbound side of Hwy. 84 while 

using mechanical mowing and other manual weed 

control, including mulching, on the eastbound side. 

…Caltrans spokeswoman Gidget Navarro said 

Caltrans will not spray…near the community of La 

Honda and near the water reservoir at the 

intersection of Skyline Boulevard and Hwy. 84 as "no 

spray" zones…Ms. Navarro said Caltrans will also 
continue to honor residents' "No Spray" signs….” 

 

Crime Reports 
From Message Board: 

“I live in Cuesta and came 

home today to find out my 
neighbor found a man with 

black pants and brown shirt 

and a vest, roaming around in his back yard. When 

my neighbor saw him the man quickly turned around 

and hoped his fence into mine and then hoped 

another fence to go to my other neighbor’s house. 

The man was described to have short hair and lanky 

and was last seen around 1 pm between upper and 

lower Recreation drive.” 

“At least seven cars had their gas caps meddled with 
on lower Cuesta Real last night. Three people have 

confirmed that gas was stolen.” 
 

From Sheriff Report on Oct 30: “Three Hispanic 

male juveniles walked away from the San Francisco 
Juvenile Camp. They may be on foot in the La Honda 

area and are likely wearing burgundy sweatshirts, 

white T-shirts and blue jeans. One is likely missing 

one shoe. If you spot any suspicious person / vehicle 

in the area or the juveniles call the Sheriff's Office at 

650-363-4911 or 911. Do not attempt to stop the 

subjects…call 911.” 

 

It’s all about the water 
(continued from page 1) 

…Cormorants, or Turtles. 

The Cormorants sun 

themselves and dry their 

wings, while the Mallards 

preen themselves, and the 

Herons search for fish. The 

first Merganser arrived, a 

sole male, so far. The pair 

of Grebes keep popping up 

from their deep dives. 

There is a young Great Blue 
Heron frequently along the 

shore searching for fish. 

Reflection Lake is in good 

shape, well, except maybe 

the smell. It needs a good 

flushing. 

The deer are ever present, 

not too shy to stroll and 

graze about town in the 

early mornings, then rest in 

the shade as the sun climbs 
in the sky. La Honda is 

looking good, a mini 

paradise of wildlife, in spite 

of the drought.  

Crossing fingers about the 

next wave of rain ...It is all 

about the water. 

http://almanacnews.com/)
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Ready for Winter? 
Karen is ready!...but have 
you checked: your gutters 

for debris; property for 

runoff issues; level of 

your propane tank; and 

tested flashlights and 

checked generators for the 

coming rains? 

 

(archive photo from Karen’s daughter Kelsy). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The La Honda 

Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses 

a variety of sources, 

including articles written 

by local writers 

exclusively for this 

publication and short 

excerpts from other 

sources. Links are always 

provided for these other 

sources and the intention 
is for the reader to read 

the entire article from the 

original source. It is 

important that the La 

Honda Voice readers 

support these other 

publications! 

 

 

 

Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 

volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.   

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The La Honda 

Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses 

a variety of sources, 
including articles written 

by local writers 

exclusively for this 

publication and short 

excerpts from other 

sources. Links are always 

provided for these other 

sources and the intention 

is for the reader to read 

the entire article from the 

original source. It is 

important that the La 

Honda Voice readers 

support these other 

publications! 
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2015 sales have already exceeded recent average numbers and prices. 
As of 8/1/15 -- 15 closed sales, 2 pending sales, 8 active listings. Average is 14 per year for 2012, 2013 and 2014. 

Several buyers are still waiting and hoping the next listing that comes along will suit their needs, 

so if you are thinking of selling (or buying), call your favorite real estate agent. 

Hope one and all are enjoying your favorite summer activities. 

Check out my new listing www.11169LaHonda.com $1,595,000 – borders La Honda Preserve (red barn) on 3 sides – has 

permit for hiking on the preserve. 

 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 
Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

http://www.11169lahonda.com/
mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 
phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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November 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1    

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 2 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

  

3 
Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

4 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

5  

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices; Scott Cooper@7-9p 

 

6 

 

7 

AJs:   
The Moonpods @9:30p 

 

 

8 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

 

9 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

 

10 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES  

 

 

11  

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

 

 

 

12   

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices Nick Peters and Chris 

Rossbach@7-9p 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 

AJs:TBA @9:30p 

Bookmobile, 11am-

12:30pm @Market  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

15 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

16 
Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

17 
Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

18  

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 

 

19  
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices; Songwriter Roulette 

with host Craig Eddy @7-

9pm 

 

  

 

20  
 

 

 

 

 

21  
AJs: Eleven 

Wails@9:30p   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
22  

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 
12-1:30pm 

 

  

 

23 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 
 

 

24  

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 
@LHES  

 

25 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Lisa 
Alices; Special show 

with Patrick Nevins 

@7-9pm 

 

 

26 Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse (check if  

cancelled) 

Thanksgiving 

 

 

27  

 

 
  

28 

AJs:   
Haybale 
Murphy@9:30p 

 

29 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

30 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

 

 

 

The La 
Honda  
Voice 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. More 
current information may be available from the calendar at 

www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                       

Alice’s - 851-0303    AJ’s - 747-0331 


