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The L a H onda V oice 
 
Grizzlies Reintroduced to La Honda  

After three years of 
negotiations between 
conservationists and 
the State of 
California, the 
majestic grizzly bear 
will finally be 
reintroduced to the La 
Honda area in what is 
being called Project 
Grizzly Grin. The 
State has allocated 
$12 million to 
establish breeding 
communities of 
grizzly bears in three 
California locations, 
including La Honda. 
Ten bears will be 

introduced to La Honda - two adult males, two adult 
females and six cubs. The cost of relocations and 
habitat maintenance are estimated at $3 million, with 
the remainder of the funds allocated for personal 
injuries, property damage and legal fees. The grizzly, 
once prevalent in California, and still proudly 
displayed on the State flag, will soon be able to roam 
past Apple Jacks, La Honda Country Market, and the 
School for all to marvel.  (continued on page 2) 
 
Residents Concerned about Town Rising 
La Honda residents have noticed that their town has 
been inexplicably rising and many fear the reason for 
the change. The road sign coming into La Honda 
previously showed an elevation of 398 feet, but a 
new sign replaced it with the elevation now at 405 
feet. The La Honda population on both signs has 
stayed at 500, so the only plausible explanation for 
the change is that La Honda is indeed rising. The 
County, who erected the new sign, has been silent on 
the issue and local residents are understandably 
concerned. Some residents have theories about the 
cause of this rising. Noah Lott, who lives on 

 
 
 
Cuesta Real, says that the predominant theory is that 
there is a super-volcano growing under the Town, 
like the one under Yellowstone National Park. Lott 
said, "There is only one reasonable explanation - that 

we have 
tremendous 
geologic 
pressure 
building up 
underneath 

us. It could blow anytime and La Honda residents 
could wake up in some horribly congested and 
polluted urban neighborhood." (continued on page 2) 
 
Apple Jack's to Remain a Tavern 
The La Honda Historical and Temperance Society 
recommended that Apple Jack's Tavern return to its 
roots as a blacksmith shop, claiming that alcohol is 
the devil's brew. The Society added that a blacksmith 
shop may even be profitable in La Honda, since 
there are so few competitors in the area. The owner 
of Apple Jack’s thought it was an intriguing idea, so 
took a vote this past Saturday at 1:30am, when many 
of its stakeholders were present. The vote was 37 to 2 
to maintain the status quo (although those two later 
admitted that they thought the question was who 
wanted last call). However in deference to the 
Historical Society, Apple Jack’s has agreed to set up 
a blacksmithing shop with traditional tools, near the 
back of the tavern. Customers will be allowed to use 
the 2400 °F coal fire in the blacksmith shop during 

working 
hours, 
although 
dancing will 
not be 
permitted 
within 3 feet 
of the hearth 
for safety 
reasons.     

 The new blacksmith area at Apple Jack's 

    April 1, 2014 
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LHPUSD Board Changes Mascot 
In a split decision, the La Honda Pescadero Unified 
School District Board (LHPUSD) approved changing 
the Elementary School mascot and logo from La 
Honda Bandits to La Honda Brigands. The President 
of the Board, Reid Enright, said that the distinction 
between the two terms is subtle, but important. "A 
bandit is defined as 'a robber or outlaw belonging to a 
gang and typically operating in an isolated or lawless 
area,' whereas a brigand is 'a member of a gang that 
ambushes and robs people in forests and mountains.'” 
We don't consider La Honda isolated or lawless 
anymore, so we believe brigand is a more appropriate 
mascot…plus both bandit and brigand are two 
syllable words that start with the same letter so we 
thought the students and faculty may not notice."  

              
Mascot change - The La Honda Bandits are now the 
La Honda Brigands 
 
The LHES staff said they did notice and were not 
initially supportive of the change, but now say they 
have embraced the new mascot and logo. Next week, 
the LHPUSD Board will be voting on changing the 
Pescadero mascot from Vikings to Picaroons, which 
is similar to brigand and has a nice alliteration with 
Pescadero. However, there has been resistance from 
the faculty because the word picaroon rhymes with 
several unflattering words like loon and buffoon.   
 
Residents Concerned about Town Rising 
(continued from page 1) Lott added that he notices 
steam rising from Reflection Lake in the early 
morning, which also could be a sign of geothermal 
activity. A neighbor of Lott, Ms Hazel Nutt added, "I 
lived here for 40 years now, and it seems that it gets 
harder and harder to walk from the Post Office up to 
my home each day. Now it all makes sense - the air is 

 
The Old Sign Showed an Elevation of only 398 ft.  

getting thinner as La Honda rises up into the clouds." 
But not everyone is concerned, Hugh Jass from 
Scenic Drive says, "If my house rises another 40-60 
feet, I will have a great view of the ocean. The view 
would definitely be worth some additional 
earthquakes and an occasional volcanic fissure"      
 
In related news, the San Mateo County Planning 
Commission said that the population of La Honda 
must stay at 500 since the County cannot afford to 
replace the sign again with the County’s current 
budget crunch. In the interim, San Mateo County has 
set up a program matching up people who want to 
move in and out of La Honda, so the current 
population number of 500 is maintained. 

 
La Honda Residents arrive at The San Mateo County 
Supervisors’ meeting to complain about Town rising 
 
Grizzlies Reintroduced to La Honda  
 (continued from page 1)This historic pilot project is 
the first of its kind designed for a populated area. 
Some large mammals, like the mountain lion, are 
relatively shy, but the grizzly shows no fear, which 
will provide the Community a chance to see these 
creatures up close. Several of the younger children at 
La Honda Elementary School said that they were 
excited because "bears are so cuddly," but the 
children have been warned not to play with the cubs 
if the mother bear is nearby or try to ride them like 
they do with their uncle's golden retriever. If Project 

Grizzly Grin is 
successful, other 
large mammals that 
used to live in the 
area, like packs of 
gray wolves, will 
similarly be re-
introduced to the 
area. 
 
 
If the Grizzly 

Program is successful, wolves will be the next 
animals introduced into the area 
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Face of Local Music – La Honda 
Rainmakers 

 
The La Honda Rain Makers working their magic 
 
Editor's Note: The La Honda Voice temporarily 
suspended the Face of Local Music for April to 
respond to a question several readers have asked, 
“How could there be more local bands featured in 
this column than the total La Honda population?” 
The La Honda Voice now has the results of an 
independent investigation that found 3,126 active 
bands in the La Honda area, so there are still plenty 
of bands to write about until about the year 2232. 
Therefore, the Face of Local Music will continue its 
Pulitzer Prize winning column next month.  
 
In lieu of the regular Face of Local Music column, 
we do want to honor the La Honda Rainmakers, who 
played at Applejacks on March 23rd, and brought a 
heavy downpour to our area the following week. 
Until recently, the Rainmakers have been prohibited 
from playing in La Honda after they triggered the 
catastrophic floods of 1998. The group members, 
who say they all have a common interest in 
precipitation, just asked the La Honda Voice to honor 
their influences: the Provizorka Jazz Band, the 
Szilágyi brothers, the Silver Iodides, and especially 
the Shaggs, who even Frank Zappa acknowledged are 
"Better than the Beatles." The Rainmakers lead 
singer, Kerry Oki, said The Rainmakers' next stop 
will be Wadi Halfa, Sudan where the average annual 
rainfall is less than 0.1 inches.  
 
Restaurant to Have New Tenant  
The La Honda restaurant location will finally have a 
new tenant this coming summer. The owner of the 
restaurant property said that it has always been 
difficult to find someone to maintain a profitable 
restaurant in town. Several companies had expressed 
an interest in leasing the building, including 
Halliburton Oil Field Services Company, NSA Data 
Collection Center, Monsanto Organic Produce 
Division, and Golf Galaxy. But since the school 
recycling area is now gone, it seems a natural fit with 

the environmentally conscious residents of town to 
open a recycling collection site for the community at 
the restaurant site. 
 
The restaurant will be gutted for the new Republic 
Services Recycling Facility, which will process all 
kinds of recyclable materials. A factory will be built 
next to the recycling center to convert these materials 
into useful products, like toys and disposable water 
bottles. In 2016, the facility will likely be further 
expanded to accept hazardous wastes (e.g., industrial 
by-products, low level radioactive waste, and 
asbestos) from most of Northern California. 
According to Republic Services CEO, Sue Ridge, a 
waste water treatment plant and adjacent café, the 
“Cuesta Sewage Treatment and Trattoria,” will be 
added the following year.  

 
New La Honda facility will be able to accommodate 
all our current and future recycling needs 
 
Bullfrogs Painting Selves Red to Avoid 
Eradication Efforts? 
Several common American bullfrogs have been 
indicted on federal charges of impersonating the 
California Red-Legged Frog, a threatened species. 
Six bullfrogs were found painted with FD&C Red 
No. 40 food coloring near Reflection Lake in La 
Honda, possibly in an effort to avoid a San Mateo 
County bullfrog eradication effort. Under federal law, 
it is illegal to impersonate a threatened species. Four 
of the bullfrogs claimed that the red coloration was a 
kitchen accident, while the remaining two only 
responded with the single word "ribbet" after each 
question by authorities. A similar incident occurred 

in the greater area last year 
when three black bears in 
the San Francisco Zoo 
painted themselves to 
resemble panda bears in 
an effort to get special 
treatment, but revealed 
their ruse after they were 
only provided bamboo for 
food.   

Rare Red Legged Frog or disguised Common 
American Bullfrog? 
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Hike of the Month - Trail Diablos 

 
This month's hike starts in a lush wooded area on the 
Swing trail surrounded by oaks and madrones. Take 
the diverging side path, the Trail Diablos, as you 
approach the highest point. The tree branches will 
start to become grotesquely twisted and the sky will 
darken. Once over the crest of the next barren hill, 
you will be able to see the “Portal to Hell” and hear 
the moaning of tormented souls, instead of the usual 
La Honda songbirds. Some residents who don't hike 
much around the area were surprised that the Portal 
to Hell was located in beautiful La Honda. One 
Cuesta resident, Lucy Fer, said that on some quiet 
nights she can hear the wailing and gnashing of teeth 
but is now so used to it, and the smell of brimstone, 
that it almost has a soothing effect. Because of the 
possibility of burns or being sucked down into hell, 
the Guild is considering fencing off the area. Two 
years ago a young couple was dragged into Hell by 

demons guarding the 
Portal, and their friends 
and neighbors still say 
that spending eternity in 
Hell seems unfair for 
good people who merely 
ventured too close to its 
edge.  After passing the 
Portal to Hell, continue 
your hike down the hill 
where tall eucalyptus and 
Douglas firs will appear 
just before you reconnect 
with the Swing Trail.  
 
P.S. Thank you to the 
Guild’s Trails Committee 
who built the Diabolos 
trail, resisting temptations 
and supernatural forces 
during their efforts. 
 
 
Please heed the “No 

Smoking” and “Wipe your Feet” Signs near the 
Portal 

Reflection Lake Dredging on Hold 
Although rumors of a car in Reflection Lake have 
circulated for years, two psychedelically painted VW 
bugs and one VW van have recently been unearthed 
from under the mud. A lava lamp, water bong and 
round, rose-tinted John Lennon glasses have also 
been discovered nearby. Dredging the Lake, which 
has become silted over the years, has been halted 
because of these finds, and it is not clear when the 
dredging will continue. Magnolia Moonbeam, in 
conjunction with the Hippies for a Homeland 
Association, has petitioned the Federal government to 
stop the dredging permanently, re-inter the hippie 
artifacts, and establish a small hippie commune 
where Reflection Lake is now located.  

 
The VW Van before it vanished into Reflection Lake 
 
As the litigation continues in Federal court, the 
animals that were temporarily removed from the 
Lake, and living in or near the community pool, are 
presenting a problem for the Guild Directors caring 
for the animals. Most of the creatures are living 
together without issues, but two mature Nile 
Crocodiles have become aggressive toward the water 
fowl. The Guild is looking for someone in the 
Community to adopt them or else the creatures will 
be permanently re-located to the Guild Granny Flats 
reservoir. Three endangered San Francisco Garter 
snakes were also found during the dredging project 
and were dropped off in Jack Early Park in San 
Francisco. 

 
One of the Nile Crocodiles Removed from Reflection 
Lake during the dredging project 
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Log Cabin Ranch-Music Camp Mix-up 
The Dahl family from San Mateo accidentally 
dropped off their two boys, 14 and 15 years old, at 
Log Cabin Ranch instead of the nearby La Honda 
Music Camp on Saturday, March 8th.  Log Cabin 
Ranch is the San Francisco Juvenile Probation 
Department residential camp for young men from 14 
to 18 years of age, most of whom have committed 
violent felonies. The La Honda Music Camp, on the 
other hand, is a camp devoted to the development of 
musicianship for students about the same age range. 
The mistake was not noticed by either the Log Cabin 
Ranch staff or the Dahl family for the next two weeks 
until the mother returned to pick up her sons. 
Although the boys, Timmy and Billy, said that there 
was not as much music instruction as they expected, 
the mix-up wasn’t noticed during their time there. 
The boys said that perhaps they should have realized 
the mistake when one of the other boys asked Timmy 
what he was in for, and Timmy replied "clarinet," to 
the amusement of the other boys. The Dahl boys said 
that the food was pretty good and they made some 
close friends over the past two weeks. They added 
that most of the time was occupied with activities like 
sports and gardening. Although the Log Cabin Ranch 
Director was apologetic, the mother, Barb E. Dahl, 
said she was delighted with the facilities and 
courteous staff and is considering coming back next 
year. Mrs. Dahl said, "My boys have returned very 
well behaved, and I couldn't believe it when the 
Director told me that the past two weeks were free!" 

 
Timmy and Billy Dahl Enjoyed Meeting new friends 
at the Log Cabin Ranch 
 
Lost Man in Good Condition 
A man looking for a house on Roquena Drive in La 
Honda was lost for over two days searching for a 
friend that he never did find. Bill Loney from 
Redwood City admitted that his La Honda friend 
warned him not to attempt the trip alone without 
extra food and water in case he became lost, but 
Loney ignored the advice and soon found himself in 
trouble. Loney recalled that immediately after he 
entered the labyrinth of upper La Honda, he realized 
the mistake he had made. He tried to call his friend 
and find his location using GPS, but his cell 

provider's tower was not within range. When it 
finally became dark, he slept in his car to try again 
the next day. He said he started to recognize many of 
the same streets and signs as he drove in circles for 
hours. Although he admitted seeing several people 
walking in the neighborhood, he felt that asking for 
directions was a sign of male weakness and remained 
lost. He said that he had given up all hope after he 
crossed the intersection of Canada Vista with Canada 
Vista for the third time and night began to fall. After 
running out of gas, Loney spent a second night in his 
car, hungry and cold. He said he was able to prevent 
dehydration by drinking water out of pet bowls in the 
area. Loney was discovered by a local resident the 
next morning, dirty and incoherent. He was brought 
to Stanford Hospital in good condition and is 
expected to be released within 48 hours, although Bill 
Loney says that his recurring nightmares will take 
much longer to fade.  

 
Bill 
Loney is 
Expected 
to Fully 
Recover 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crime Blotter 
Disturbance at Apple Jacks 
A fist fight broke out between two brothers, Bryan 
and Ryan Coke, on the evening of March 22nd 
outside Apple Jack's Tavern. The confrontation 
started out as an argument whether the Younger 
Brothers, members of the notorious Jesse James 
gang, were peaceful citizens or troublemakers during 
their time in La Honda. The same two men were 
arrested by a San Mateo County Sheriff the previous 
weekend over an argument about whether spanking 
causes violence in adults. The brothers were part of a 
Stanford University study about whether alcohol 
causes aggression, but they said that they will be 

forced to drop 
out of the study 
because of their 
arrest.  
Shown: Bryan 
and Ryan Coke – 
the brothers 
were arrested 
for disturbing 
the peace 
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Mudslides Banned near La Honda 
After a fierce legal battle with the Acts of God 
Foundation, the California State Legislature finally 
approved a much needed measure to ban all 
mudslides on Highway 84 between Highway 280 and 
the Town of La Honda. They estimated that the cost 
for signs to provide a warning of the new statute is 
well worth the money saved in property damages and 
clean-ups. Many insurance policies still don’t cover 
“Acts of God,” but now Nature can be sued directly. 

A coalition of 
local frogs, 
salamanders and 
banana slugs are 
now petitioning 
the State to also 
ban droughts, 
which would 
provide much 
needed relief to 
both wildlife and 
farmers. 
 

Mudslides like these have been banned under the new 
ordinance 
 
Logging Company Diversifies into 
Research 
The largest logging company in the world, Advanced 
Environmental Recycling Technologies, Inc., 
reported that a Douglas Fir wood boring beetle was 
discovered in a tree near La Honda. The Company’s 
CEO, Edward Ville, PhD., said they are proposing to 
cut down 30,000 acres near La Honda to research 
this beetle to ensure this is not a problem that could 
permanently damage our beautiful forests. He noted 
that this beetle can certainly be devastating to 
Douglas Firs, but unless redwoods and other 
surrounding trees are cut down and evaluated, there is 
no way to know whether this beetle has invaded other 
species. Dr. E. Ville added that they are following the 
Japanese Whaling research model, which not only 
provides valuable knowledge from the thousands of 
whales it kills, but has a side-benefit of creating 

thousands of 
tons of sushi.  
 
The beetle 
captured in 
La Honda 
looked 
confused and 
frightened 
 

 
Ask Dr. Sarah Bellum – Stopped Up? 

 
Dr Sarah Bellum 
shown in a moment 
of deep thought 
 
In this edition, Dr, 
Sarah Bellum will 
provide another 
remedy using only 

natural ingredients from our local area. This is an 
elegant solution for when your personal plumbing 
isn’t working right. Constipation can be caused by 
many things, including inadequate water intake, not 
enough fiber in the diet, traveling, too little activity or 
exercise, stress, and some medicines. It doesn’t 
matter what causes constipation, because there is a 
simple solution: 

- Drink 1/2 cup (4 oz) of water straight from 
Reflection Lake. 

The magical results will be immediate and dramatic. 
Sure, you could try to fix the underlying problem, but 
why worry about that when you can mask the 
symptoms. Note: Dr. Bellum says not to use this 
remedy everyday, which would infringe on her 
trademarked La Honda diet. 
 
La Honda Recipes - Spicy Slug Hot Dog 
by Renowned Chef Sue Flay(shown in photo) 

 
Usually I provide old family 
recipes that take considerable 
preparation and cooking, but 
there is nothing more 
delicious or nutritious than a 
spicy banana slug hot dog for 
a quick meal. Because slugs 

are naturally moist and tasty, you don’t need a lot of 
condiments on them. I prefer just a line of spicy 
mustard and maybe some tangy sauerkraut or other 
fermented vegetables. But we know slugs don’t like 
salt, so keep the total sodium content low or the slug 
will dart right out from the bun. Next month we will 

tell you how to 
cook up some 
wonderful slug 
scampi with a 
banana slug split 
for dessert. 
 
Banana slugs 
are tasty, but 
you can try other 
types for variety 
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Within Hours… Cat and Cougar Rescued 
in La Honda 

Within a period of a few hours, both a domestic cat 
and a young cougar were rescued in La Honda. On 
March 23rd a domestic cat was rescued from a pole on 
Woodland Vista and a young cougar from a tree near 
Apple Jacks on Highway 84. Frightened animals can 
be dangerous, but incredible bravery was shown by 
the La Honda Fire Brigade in these rescue efforts. 
The cougar seemed healthy after the rescue, but the 
Fire Brigade is feeding it and temporarily keeping it 
for observation at its station. The status and location 
of the domestic cat is unknown.   

Curse of the Tiki Statue? 
The mysterious Tiki Statue outside Apple Jack’s 
Tavern has remained quiet for a number of years, but 
perhaps its rumored curse is true. The statue washed 
ashore near Pillar Point with a cryptic inscription 
carved on its bottom that was eventually translated 
from its Rapa Nui language in the Rongorongo script 
to English.  

Rapa Nui is an 
ancient language 
originating from 
Easter Island. The 
text was translated as, 
“I will bring good 
luck unless you 
desecrate me…then 
bad luck!” 
It isn’t exactly clear 
when the luck of the 
Tiki Statue seemed to 
change, but  

 
It was impossible to photograph the silly bush 
growing out of the head of the Tiki Stature – could 
this transgression be what triggered the curse 

speculation centers around the time that an out-of-
towner used it for a bathroom or when the Tiki statue 
was given its silly bush hair. Regardless, there have 
several reports of odd occurrences in the past month 
after touching the statue.  
 
After leaning on the Tiki statue after leaving Apple 
Jack’s, some patrons reported a reaction the 
following day with a variety of  symptoms that 
included drowsiness, concentration problems, dry 
mouth, dizziness, gastrointestinal complaints, fatigue, 
sweating, nausea, anxiety and a feeling of general 
discomfort that last about a day. Apple Jack’s 
management has been in contact with an Easter 
Island Shaman and Tribal leaders about removing the 
curse. In parallel, they are exploring options found in 
the book, “Scooby Doo and the Tiki’s Curse.” In the 
mean time, Apple Jack’s has set up orange cones 
around the cursed statue to keep visitors away from 
it.  
 
La Honda Doesn't Secede from Nation 
La Honda is being courted by Russia with leaflets, 
celebrations and through radio-free Russia to secede 
from the nation. There is a petition with thousands of 
signatures on whitehouse.gov for Alaska to secede 
and return to Russian, and there is concern in 
Washington that La Honda will be next.  
 
Russia threw a huge independence party in La Honda 
last weekend with free vodka and attractive Russian 
spies. Everyone in town seemed to have a good time, 
but nobody showed up to vote in the hastily arranged 
election for independence the following day.   
 
It was discovered later that a key town that the 
Russians planned to invade in Ukraine is about 100 
miles from Sebastopol (alternately Sevastopol) in 
Crimea. The Russians accidentally input the wrong 
GPS coordinates for Sebastopol and ended up 100 
miles away in La Honda. President Obama called 
Apple Jack’s yesterday to thank the people of La 
Honda for staying part of the United States, 
unfortunately it was too loud in Apple Jack’s to hear 
the phone ring when the President called.  

 
 

Putin telling troops that they didn’t need to go so far 
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La Honda Advertisements – 
Please Support Our Sponsors 
 
La Honda Tree Trimming and Haircuts     

Come to one place for 
professional tree trimming 
and haircuts/styling! 
For the month of April only, 
we will trim twice as much 
off your tree or head for the 
same low price! 
call Tim Burr  
at 650-555-HACK 

 

  
 
La Honda Real Estate 
La Honda Country Living Only $699,000! 
If you had put an offer in a few years ago during the 
depths of the recession, you could have got this 
stunning property for almost nothing. You missed 
that chance, but you can still get this beauty at a 
bargain price. This unique dwelling has natural built-
in air conditioning and a family of skunks living 
under the floorboards for a true wilderness 
experience. It does have some deferred maintenance, 
but includes a $100 Home Depot gift card at close of 
escrow. Call now before it's gone! 
B.A. Ware Realty – call 650-555-HOME  

 
 
Imported Firewood 
Why buy local firewood when you can enjoy the 
warmth and fragrance of rare, exotic hardwoods from 
the Brazilian rainforests 

 Call Willian (Bill) Foldes at 650-555-WOOD 
at Slash and Burn Fire Wood Company  
   

...call within 
the next 
hour and get 
a free 
capuchin 
monkey 
with each 
order of a 
cord or 
larger. 

 
Plant Sale! 
Pampas grass is a beautiful plant that grows well in 
the La Honda and coastal areas with little or no 

maintenance. We 
now have English 
Ivy, Bull Thistle, 
Stinging Nettle, 
and Poison Oak 
in-stock. A free 
package of French 
broom seeds with 
each purchase 
over $20 (offer 
expires May 1). 

Call Trina Woods at 650-555-WEED 
La Honda Invasives and Weeds Nursery  
 
R.I.P – Earl the Squirrel 

Squirrels 
quickly know 
which way to 
dart around a 
moving vehicle 
after they 
identify the 
make and 
model and 
perform mental 

calculations involving the wheel base distance, 
vehicle speed/acceleration and number of acorns 
packed into their cheeks. Unfortunately, Earl the 
Squirrel, a long time resident of La Honda, couldn’t 
recognize the configuration of the unusual road 
striper vehicle until it was too late. Earl’s body was 
found painted with a yellow stripe next to a pencil 
and a pad with his preliminary evasion calculations. 
Services will be held at Acorn Mortuary at 7pm on 
April 3rd. 
 
 
 
Interested in helping the La Honda Voice? 
Contact Bob Dougherty at the La Honda Voice 
Publishing Company 650.747.0102 
Note: no dolphins or tunas were killed or seriously 
injured in creating this paper 


