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The La Honda Voice  

 

Legends of La Honda: Limey Kay 
by Joe Cottonwood 

  

Limey Kay was 

a gun-toting, 

hard-drinking, 
motorcycle-

racing 

stonemason.  

All around La 

Honda and the 

Santa Cruz 

Mountains you 

come upon samples of his masonry, usually with 

a whimsical touch. Often he mixed abalone 

shells among his bricks. 

 

Limey's old house, built on a steep hillside 
between Laguna and Redwood Drive, is an 

eclectic mix of brick and stone reflecting 

different stages of his growth as a craftsman. 

 

It's a small house, but it has six chimneys.  

According to Debbie Kay, Limey's daughter-in-

law, "The reason there are six chimneys and not 

the same amount of fireplaces is that Limey had 

built five or six chimneys for Neil Young's place 

and Neil shouldn't have more chimneys than 

Limey!"  (continued on pg. 2) 
 

The Face of La Honda Music -  

Curtis Turner  
by Craig Eddy 

One thing that becomes apparent when talking 

with Curtis is he is no folk musician.  He cut his 

teeth on Rock „n‟ Roll and still is passionate 

about writing and performing Rock music. When 

Curtis was first impressed by a popular musician, 

it was Elvis.  As he got a bit older, he started 

listening to bands like Rush and Led Zeppelin. 

(continued on page 3) 
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October 1, 2010 

Clos de la Tech Winery Draft 

Environmental Impact Report(DEIR) 

available for Review 

Information taken from the County website: The 
applicant proposes to expand the planted acreage of 

grapevines to a total of approximately 62 acres, extend 

the existing on-site road to access the additional 

plantings, and construct a winery for fermenting, 

storing and bottling wine… 

 

The Clos de la Tech draft environmental impact report 

(DEIR) is now available at 

 http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/portal/site/planning/ 

under the “Pending project/EIR” button at the bottom 

of the page for review.  

 
The public review and comment period is from 

September 7 to October 22, 2010. The DEIR will be 

discussed on October 13, 2010 at 9:00 a.m in the 

Board of Supervisors Chambers at 400 County Center, 

Redwood City. Members of the public may speak 

there. 
 

A careful review by the Community is important to 

ensure we understand how this planting and 

building will impact us and our watershed, 

especially the quality and quantity of our water.   

 

http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/legends-of-la-honda-limey-kay.html
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/the-face-of-la-honda-music-curtis-turner.html
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/the-face-of-la-honda-music-curtis-turner.html
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23186
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/portal/site/planning/


 

2 

Limey Kay (continued from Pg. 1) 

No two of those six chimneys are alike.  

Consistency and symmetry were of not much 

interest to Limey Kay. Neither were foundations, 

so some of his work hasn't held up particularly 

well. 

 

In his day, Limey's work was in great demand, 

but you had to know how to approach him.  A 

six-pack of Coors was generally the cost of 

getting an estimate - or doing any kind of 

business with him. Joan Baez hired him by 

showing up at Apple Jack's with a pickup truck 
full of bricks and beer.  When he worked, he 

started the day (at 6:30 in the morning) mixing 

mortar and drinking Coors, even in the cold of 

winter. 

 

Besides Neil Young and Joan Baez, Limey was 

hired by another local celebrity: Ken Kesey.  

This particular job ended unfinished after Kesey 

invited Limey to join in a Fairy Circle, a regular 

event at Kesey's in which various Pranksters sat 

in a circle under the redwoods behind Kesey's 
cabin.  In the Fairy Circle people would drop 

acid, hold hands, be quiet, and tell each other 

"where they were at."  Limey (and a few other 

locals) couldn't quite adapt to this hippie custom 

and stomped out, never to return. 

 
Limey had a series of vintage motorcycles.  An 

old Bonneville of his can still be seen around 

town.  With Hells Angels hanging out at Kesey's, 

and with Limey's history of racing motorcycles 

(which were not equipped with brakes),  along 

with Limey's fondness for guns and alcohol, 

trouble was bound to happen.  One day Limey 

held a gun to the head of a Hells Angel. For 

weeks thereafter Limey was on the lam, hiding 
out as the Angels sought revenge. Meanwhile 

Nancy Kay, Limey's wife, asked for mercy from 

her old friend Sonny Barger, who was head of 

the Oakland Hells Angels. Eventually Sonny 

called off the manhunt, and Limey came out of 

hiding.  

For a while Limey carried a pearl-handled .44 

Magnum revolver.  He had only one bullet, 

which he kept in his pocket.  Local residents still 

remember Limey laying the gun on the bar at 

Apple Jack's and demanding a beer, or Limey 
with a rifle threatening a neighbor's dog, or 

Nancy waiting until Limey passed out from 

drink and then tossing his gun in the lake. But 

here's the thing: Nobody has a story in which 

Limey ever fired a shot. 

 
Hubert Allan Kay was born  in December 1929 

in Menlo Park, where he lived until 1961, when 

he married his first wife.  According to James 

Adams, "The name 'Limey' was supposed to 

have been because he raced English flat-track 

motorcycles on no-brake bikes. The real reason 

for 'Limey' was because his Mom was English 

and he would go to England with her in his 

youth."  Moving to La Honda, Limey built the 

two-story brick house on the hillside from the 

ground up, with his bare hands, in the early 
1960s. The current owner of the house is 

working to preserve the house with all its 

eccentricities including, of course, the abalone 

shells. 

 

On his 50th birthday, Limey married Nancy, 29 

years old at the time, with whom he had a 

daughter five years later named Jody Rose.  “I 

had already had three kids and he had four from 

a previous marriage,” Nancy Kay explained. 

“Jody was number eight and pulled the whole 

extended family together. Those were some of 
the best times of our life together.” 

 

According to James Adams, "Limey had, at one 

time, 22 feral cats. [Descendants of those cats 

still hang around the woods near his cabin.] The 

cats knew they could trust him. He'd take Jody, 
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his infant daughter, out with him to feed them in 

the mornings. He'd spend more money for huge 

bags of cat food than he'd spend at the bar, which 

was a lot." 

 

Limey had a long-standing feud with the town of 
La Honda.  Rather than pay his water bill, he 

poured concrete over the water meter box. 

Eventually, with the aid of a backhoe (and police 

backup), the town got a reading of the water 

meter, and got paid. 

 

Limey didn't always have the firmest grasp of 

finances. One day he walked into a local realtor's 

office and said, "I hate to do it but I'm broke and 

I'm gonna have to sell my house." The realtor 

replied, "Limey, I'm sorry to tell you this but I 

already sold your house for you - three years 
ago." 

 

Limey seemed to have a soft spot for animals 

and children. If anybody drove too fast up our 

little roads, Limey would flag them down.  

People were scared of Limey because he was 

gruff. If he spoke, he mumbled. And yet he often 

showed kindness. If your car was stuck in a 

ditch, Limey without being asked would pull you 

out with his monster jeep-like vehicle which he 

called The General. 
 

Limey died in 2005, but his spirit lives on in La 

Honda, as well as examples of his craft. He was 

a folk artist, a pain in the butt, a one-of-a-kind 

stylist, and a local legend. 

(The photo of Limey as a young man is by Susan 

Friedman in the book A Separate Place by 

Charles Jones.) 

(I lifted a few quotes from an article in the Half 

Moon Bay Review by Greg Thomas, a fine man 

and talented reporter.  In my defense I should 

point out that I was Greg's primary source for 

his article, so I'd say we're even.) 

 

Curtis Turner 
(continued from pg. 1) 

He was involved in school theater and choir. He 

started several bands over the years as well as 

joined some pre-existing bands. His first band 

with his friend Randy was called Mach One.  

Curtis still considers the collaboration with 

Randy as one of his favorite musical projects. 
These days Curtis is playing with local favorite 

Saxyman and the Lads,  as well as doing a solo 

act featuring his original songs.  When asked 

what his favorite venue in the area is, he said his 

favorite place to play is the Pescadero Country 

Store.  Second on his list of gigs is the back deck 

at Apple Jack's under the Redwoods.  

So what is in store for Curtis in the coming 

months? In the immediate future, Curtis will be 

doing the Halloween show at Sullivan's with 

Saxyman. That show will be Saturday night Oct. 

30th. He is planning to start a recording project 

featuring his original music this coming year. 

So the next time you feel like a bit of Rock n 

Roll in the classic sense, you can catch Saxyman 

and the Lads around La Honda.  Curtis, Rob, 

Gary and Doug are possibly the hardest working 
band in the La Honda area and can be seen 

regularly at Apple Jack's and Sullivan's.   

 

 

Beautiful Beaches!! 
By Neil Panton 

 

The weather couldn't have been more beautiful 

for Coastal Cleanup Day last Saturday.  Fifty-
five (55) volunteers showed up at San Gregorio 

and Pomponio State Beaches to help clean the 

beach areas and parking lots. More than 150 lbs 

of trash and recyclables were picked up and 

fewer than 15 bags were used in the process. 

 The focus this year was on bringing your own 

buckets, gloves etc. to reduce trash generated by 

the cleanup effort. 

The most peculiar item found was a perfectly 

good hammer, which the volunteer opted to keep 

and reuse. The most commonly found items were 

cigarette butts, food wrappers and food 

containers.  Far fewer cans and bottles were 

found, but the quantity of small pieces of 

styrofoam and tobacco products is quite 

http://www.hmbreview.com/articles/2008/07/30/news/doc4890cf2ab86eb690731841.txt
http://www.hmbreview.com/articles/2008/07/30/news/doc4890cf2ab86eb690731841.txt
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/beautiful-beaches.html
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alarming.  These are the bits than can be very 

harmful to birds and other wildlife. 

Beach cleanup is a fun and rewarding event. 

 Many participants return each year and look 

forward to spending time at our beautiful 

beaches and having an impact on our 

environment.  Huge thanks to all the volunteers!! 

Update: 

San Mateo County reports, with numbers from 

about 95% of their sites, 4,248 volunteers, 73 

miles/area c;eaned, 28,904 lbs of trash, 7,427 lbs 

of recyclables.  The number of volunteers 

bringing their own reusable supplies, 524. 

The State, with 70% of sites reporting, celebrates 

passing their 1-millionth Participant mark since 

the program began in 1985. The statewide count 

for this year stands at 73,377 volunteers, 692,203 

lbs of trash, 59,228 lbs of recyclables for a total 
of 751,431 lbs.  

*************************************** 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU‟RE INVITED! 

SATURDAY OCT. 23rd, 2010   

10:00 a.m. - Noon  

at the CLUBHOUSE in CUESTA LA HONDA 

for a presentation of the  

SAN GREGORIO WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

**  Available for download at sgerc.org  **  

The Watershed Management Plan (WMP) describes environmental 

conditions in our watershed and makes recommendations for management, 

restoration and research priorities. Join us October 23rd to learn about the 

environmental health of our beautiful community and what we can do to 

preserve and protect it. 

The San Gregorio WMP was prepared for the Natural Heritage Institute by 

Stillwater Sciences, Stockholm Environment Institute and the San Gregorio 

Environmental Resource Center. 

SGERC is a community-based, volunteer non-profit organization dedicated 

to scientific monitoring and preservation of the local environment. 

PO Box 49, San Gregorio, CA 94074 • 650-726-2499 

Email: sgerc@sanmateo.org   Website: sgerc.org 

 

mailto:sgerc@sanmateo.org
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Oaks of La Honda  

By Kathleen Dickey 
It only took twelve years 

for it to dawn on me that 

the “acorn” in “acorn 

woodpecker” was a big 

clue as to why we have so 

many of these brilliant 

birds in La Honda.  

 

Photo courtesy of bird-

friends.com 
 

Acorns! Acorns = oak trees! What would La 

Honda be without its oaks? 

 

 

Photo of acorn 

granary courtesy of 

Kim Cabrera 

 

San Mateo County has 

at least fifteen 
different species of 

Quercus, including the 

great live oak, scrub oaks, and several oaks with 

lobed leaves.  We also host the Tan Oak, 

Lithocarpus, which gets its common name from 

the acrid bark which was once used to tan hides. 

 

It‟s a little tricky to tell the oaks apart from one 

another unless you do have acorns, leaves and a 

good look at the bark – and even then it can be a 

challenge. Here are four of our common oaks: 

Note the differences in the acorns. 
 

 Live  oak 

(Quercus 

agrifolia var. 

agrifolia) 2002 

Doreen L. Smith 

 

 

 Tan oak (Lithocarpus 

densiflorus) Beatrice F. 

Howitt © 1999 Cal. 

Acad. of Sciences 

 
  

 

Blue oak 

(Quercus 

douglasii) 2001 

Julie Kierstead 

Nelson 

Blue oak 

(Quercus 

douglasii) 2001 

Julie Kierstead 
Nelson  

 

 

 

Photos of oaks: http://www.calflora.org/ 

Other terrific resources: The Sibley Guide to 

Trees, 

http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html 

 

Immunization and Whooping Cough 
“In the city of La Honda, 30.00% of 

kindergartners weren't fully immunized in the 

2009-10 school year due to their parents' 

personal beliefs.” This percentage is less than the 
County or State averages. 

(http://www.baycitizen.org/local/city/la-

honda/immunizations/) 

 
As pointed out by Angus Blackwood on the La 

Honda Message Board , “…for our friends in our 

community that HAVE NOT vaccinated their 

children, because of personal beliefs, there is 

time to reconsider and adjust beliefs according to 

the circumstances.  **There is now a whooping 

cough epidemic in California**  It could get 

much worse.  At this point, no matter what your 

beliefs, it is best to vaccinate for whooping 

cough (Pertussis).  Death by Whooping Cough is 
torture…” 

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/messa

ge/23224)” 

 

http://www.calflora.org/
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html
http://www.baycitizen.org/local/city/la-honda/immunizations/
http://www.baycitizen.org/local/city/la-honda/immunizations/
http://www.baycitizen.org/local/city/la-honda/immunizations/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23224
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23224
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Bed Bug Report 
There is a website,  

http://www.bedbugreports.com/ that tracks 

reports of bedbugs throughout the US. The site 

says, “Bedbugs (or bed bugs) are becoming an 

epidemic in hotel rooms throughout the United 

States. Larger cities, especially New York City 

are literally infested with them…”  

 

The good news is that two 

hotels in Pescadero, 

Costanoa and Pescadero 

Creek Inn are listed on the 

site with no reports of 

bedbugs. 

Events 

 
2010 Jamfest at Playbowl is coming 

October 9th by Craig Eddy 
The annual La Honda Area Jamfest will be on 

October 9th at the Cuesta La Honda Playbowl. 

Cuesta La Honda and the local musicians are all 

sponsors and anyone who wants to jump into 

the mix and jam is welcome (local musicians 

only please).  The La Honda area is blessed with 

lots of musicians and the Jamfest is a chance for 
them to all get together and create music with 

folks they don't usually play with. The Jamfest 

starts at noon and goes until around 6pm.  If the 

forecast is for rain then the event will be 

cancelled at the last minute.  Last year we had 

about twenty musicians and about fifty 

spectators.  Each year it gets a bit bigger and if 

the weather holds this year, it should be even 

bigger and better than last year.   

If you want to come and be a part of the event 

please bring your own picnic stuff, chairs, 

blankets, etc. and be sure to take all your stuff 

when you go. If you plan on playing, please keep 

in mind this isn't about your band performing; it 

is about hooking up with other musicians and 

jamming.  Of course your band can come but be 
willing to incorporate other folks into your 

group.  There will be sound equipment and a 

back line of guitar amps and a bass rig set up.  

We usually have two drum sets.   

 

You can let me know if you plan on coming and 

playing by sending on email to: 

craig.eddy@yahoo.com 

Hope to see lots of folks there! 

 

Harvest 2010 at La Honda Winery 
Events at the LH winery include: 

- Sat, Oct 16th - Crush event 

- Sat, Nov 20th - Wine Club and celebrity chef  

- Sat, Dec18th - Year-end "Wine-a-Palooza" 

 

La Honda Winery is located at 2645 Fair Oaks 

Avenue in Redwood City, Ca. and is open the 

third Saturday of every month from11:00AM-

4:00PM (details at: http://www.examiner.com/ 

wine-in-san-jose/harvest-2010-is-well-

underway-at-la-honda-winery-redwood-city) 
 

La Honda Horse Ring 
“Hello La Honda horse-riding community: 

Please meet me at the horse ring at 2 PM on 

Sunday, Oct. 10, to talk about 

what we should do to maintain the horse ring in 

the next couple of years: -- New sand?, -- New 
paint on the fence?,-- More regular dragging of 

the sand surface? 

 

You don't have to be a Guild member to be 

involved! The idea for this meeting grew out of 

my admiration of the beautiful horse ring owned 

by Kenton Taylor and family on Fernwood 

Drive. Kenton brought his tractor down to the La 

Honda community ring to drag it twice this 

spring, for which both the Guild (he's not a 

member) and the entire local horse-riding 

community should be thankful…Sally 

[Bachman]…” 

(from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 

LaHonda/message/23270) 

Spaghetti Night for the LHES 
(from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 

LaHonda/message/23289) 
Please join us at Alice's Restaurant  

for a spaghetti dinner benefiting La Honda 

Elementary. 
  

The Menu includes :One Glass of Wine (Adults 
only), Salad, Garlic Bread, Spaghetti Dinner 

(vegetarian option available), Dessert, Other 

Beverages sold separately. 

Adults: 25$, Children (under 12): $10 
 

Don't miss this event!. Seats are filling up 

quickly. Reserve yours today  @ http://spaghetti-

nite.eventbrite.com/ or calling (650) 747-9516 

(from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 

LaHonda/message/232789) 

http://www.bedbugreports.com/
http://www.bedbugreports.com/details/241090
http://www.bedbugreports.com/details/241090
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/2010-jamfest-at-playbowl-is-coming-oct-9th.html
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2010/09/2010-jamfest-at-playbowl-is-coming-oct-9th.html
mailto:craig.eddy@yahoo.com
http://lahondawinery.com/
http://www.examiner.com/wine-in-san-jose/harvest-2010-is-well-underway-at-la-honda-winery-redwood-city
http://www.examiner.com/wine-in-san-jose/harvest-2010-is-well-underway-at-la-honda-winery-redwood-city
http://www.examiner.com/wine-in-san-jose/harvest-2010-is-well-underway-at-la-honda-winery-redwood-city
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23270
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23270
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23289
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23289
http://spaghetti-nite.eventbrite.com/
http://spaghetti-nite.eventbrite.com/
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LHFB Pancake Breakfast  
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/messa

ge/23343) 

Mark your calendar , on Sunday, October 17 the 

La Honda Fire Brigade will have its annual 

pancake breakfast in the La Honda Fire Station 

from 8 AM till noon. 

 

Yoga Club 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/messa

ge/23344) 

I am sending this to the entire list because 

Sunday morning might work for some people 

who cannot come on weekdays. We are going to 

give a try this Sunday, Oct. 3, from 10-11:15 in 

the clubhouse. If there is enough interest, I will 

try to schedule more in the future. The teacher 

this Sunday, and also on Thursday, Oct. 14th at 7 

p.m., will be our very own La Hondan, Sukha 

(you might have seen her art at the Pescadero Art 
show)… Kathryn Ryan” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

About La Honda Pottery                           

(650)747-0650 
Tom and Devora Bratton have been producing 

hand thrown custom ceramics at their home 

studio in La Honda since 1972. Their large scale 

pieces, planters, urns, one of a kind sculptural 

fountains, and garden furniture have been selling 

locally and internationally through designer 

showrooms for many years. Designers and 

landscape professionals have sought them out to 

execute their design “wish list” into unique, 

custom pieces for their clients.  La Honda pottery 

also produces hand thrown, high fired table and 

functional ware. Email: lhpottery@att.net online: 
lahondapottery.com  

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23343
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23343
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23344
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/message/23344
mailto:lhpottery@att.net
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Tasty Tilapia 
by Laurie McLean 

My family loves fish.  But with all the warnings 

about high mercury content, the endangered fish 

lists, and the perils of farmed fish we‟ve really 

scaled back on our consumption.  Still, we love 

the taste of fish, its versatility and the many 

health benefits, so we try to eat it once a week if 

possible.  The La Honda Country Market has 

made that a lot easier for my family with their 

flash-frozen Tilapia.  

Native to Africa and the Middle East, Tilapia (or 
St. Peter‟s fish) is a spiny-finned fresh water fish 

that has been around since Ancient Egypt.  This 

mild tasting white fish has become the third most 

important farmed fish in the world.  Tilapia is on 

the approved list from Monterey Bay 
Aquarium‟s Seafood Watch, so we eat it often.  

Breaded and sautéed in a bit of oil, it is like a 

Friday fish fry without the calories.  Or the guilt. 

 
Tilapia 

4 Tilapia filets 

1 cup breadcrumbs (or parmesan for low carb 

eaters) 

1 egg (with a tablespoon of water) 

1 T parsley or mixed fresh or dried herbs of your 

choice plus salt and pepper to taste 

oil for frying 

 

Go to: 

http://countrymarketcooking.wordpress.com/ 

to find out what to do with these ingredients 

About countrymarketcooking: “I am Laurie 

McLean and I‟m blogging about my experiment 
in sustainable community through cooking in the 

tiny mountain town of La Honda, California. 

Each week I‟ll be buying ingredients for a 

family-of-four-dinner at our fabulous local La 

Honda Country Market (and encouraging my 

neighbors to do the same so we keep it in 

business). Then I‟ll blog about it at: 

http://countrymarketcooking.wordpress.com and 

share my recipes for that meal at the store.  

Mangia!” 

Mountain lion again spotted near 

Pescadero Elementary School  
(excerpt from http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story? 

section=news/local/peninsula&id=7687619) 

“ A mountain lion has been spotted for two 

consecutive mornings on a ridge near Pescadero 

Elementary School, the San Mateo County 

Sheriff's Office said today. The big cat was seen 

at about 8:15 a.m. today, as well as on Thursday, 

on a ridge near the back of the school, which is 

located at 620 North St. in unincorporated 

Pescadero. Sheriff's deputies will monitor the 
area - which is already part of the regular patrol 

beat - closely in the mornings to make sure 

people are safe, a dispatcher said… 

…To stay safe when coexisting with mountain 
lions, the sheriff's office suggests people keep a 

close eye on small children and avoid walking or 

hiking during the times when the animals are 

most active, which is at dawn, dusk, and 

night...People who come in contact with the 

animals should not run, but instead face the cat, 

make noise, try to look bigger than they are by 

waving their arms, and throw rocks or other 

objects at it. Mountain lions will usually try to 

avoid confrontation, the sheriff's office said.” 

 

Do you want to know what it’s like to 

ride a motorcycle down Alpine Road? 
check out this video: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfn0IRsRI1Y 

 
 

 

 

 

ARTE MOTU 2011 Calendars are now for sale  

@ the LHE and La Honda Country Store. 

14 months of beautiful vibrant colors and groovy patterns 

(from Dec 2010 to Jan 2012)! Unique, original design. Small 

production in local printing company. 100% Recycled Paper 

 

  

Original Art by Local Artists created for the calendar is in the 

same format of calendar (9x12), so that the piece of art you 

see in the calendar is exactly the same size of the real piece!!  

(Some originals also for sale at the store). Buy at the local 
school (La Honda Elementary) or La Honda Country Store 

and 25% of what you pay will go to the La Honda Education 

Foundation!!! 

 

http://countrymarketcooking.wordpress.com/
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/peninsula&id=7687619
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/peninsula&id=7687619
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfn0IRsRI1Y
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Teens on the airwaves 

South Coast youth radio project 

dovetails KPDO and Veteran 

'Boomerang!' 

(excerpt from 

http://www.hmbreview.com/articles/2010/09/15/

community/doc4c914c0a3f1ba233146189.txt By 

Lily Bixler)  

“The man behind the children‟s audio program 

“Boomerang!” always reads his meticulously 

crafted stories from paper. But David Strohm 

remembers the first time he tossed the paper and 

improvised a story to a group of eager listeners 

around a campfire. “I was surprised by how 

difficult it was,” Strohm conceded. “It‟s the 

detail and cadence, the turn of a certain word or 

phrase that gives (a story) that extra punch … the 

perfect word at the perfect time.” For about 20 

years, Strohm‟s 70-minute audio segments have 

attempted to stir kids‟ imaginations so that, 
through the power of storytelling, they retain 

concepts like globalization, the stock market and 

sustainable food. With his clunky, fire-engine 

red, sunglass frames and well-worn leather 

jacket, Strohm is quick to point out he is not a 

storyteller who can spin a tale off the cuff but 

one who writes stories. Yet Strohm‟s impromptu 

campfire moment could become a more regular 

delivery method as the La Honda resident‟s 

anticipated collaboration with Pescadero-based 

KPDO‟s youth radio project puts him live on the 
air…If “Boomerang!” is like the kids‟ version of 

National Public Radio‟s “All Things 

Considered,” then the teen radio project, 

according to the station‟s director Daniel 

Roberts, would be the “Columbia pre-school of 

broadcasting.”… Roberts has followed 

Boomerang closely over the years and is excited 

to collaborate with Strohm and possibly have the 

young DJs read Boomerang scripts on air. 

“(Strohm) is a brilliant writer with a classic 

narrative voice that‟s reminiscent of the movie 
„The Sandlot,‟” Roberts said of the Boomerang 

mastermind…Growing up in Illinois with five 

siblings, storytelling was a huge part of Strohm‟s 

family routine. He remembers his uncles coming 

in from working on his family‟s farm at the end 

of the day. The oral tradition was alive and well, 

but sometimes there was silence. It was a 

comfortable silence because they were a family.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1888 vintage poem entitled “La Honda” 
was provided by Mary Bordi. Mary writes, 
“Upon the arrival of our summer weather, this 

bit of refreshment is offered with apologies 

to the current literary community of La Honda 

...” 

La Honda 

    Far in the bosom of the mountains  

    On the La Honda winding deep-- 

    A dreamland where the redwoods sleep 
    On the slopes of azure blue and green; 

     

    The rambling brook with boulders strewn 

    And shaded 'neath the hazel bough, 

    Sighing soft eternal vow 

    To dells and pleasant fastness; 

 

    With banks with elders soft and white 

    And tiger lilies, speckled brown, 

    In grace and silence bending down 

    To hear the water's babbling. 
 

    Thin winding paths along the wood 

    By creeping vine and shady hill 

    Where sings the crested blue-jay shrill, 

    The robins, chirping gleefully. 

 

    And oft at noon in idleness 

    I lie beneath thy shady trees, 

    And list the sighing of the breeze, 

    The splashing of the waterfall. 

 

    And hear the lowing of the kine 
    While browsing on some far-off slope, 

    The wood dove cooing while I mope 

    And sink to gentle slumbering. 

 

July 8, 1888. By E. T. C. (Probably Asa W. 

Collins) From the San Mateo Times & 

Gazette, Saturday, July 21, 1888 

 
The La Honda Voice 

 

Interested in writing or helping in other ways to 

keep this paper going?  

This paper has been created and published 

entirely by volunteers of the Community. 

Revenue from the ads is used only to defer the 

cost of creating this paper.  

 

Volunteer to help keep the Community informed:  

Contact Bob Dougherty at 747-0102 or 

the_voice@lahonda.com 

http://www.hmbreview.com/articles/2010/09/15/community/doc4c914c0a3f1ba233146189.txt
http://www.hmbreview.com/articles/2010/09/15/community/doc4c914c0a3f1ba233146189.txt
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Cavy House Guinea Pig Rescue 

 
“"Cavy House" is a small, home-based guinea 

pig rescue. We are located in La Honda…We 

rescue guinea pigs who have run out of time at 

local shelters. We provide the necessary 

medical care, TLC and care and then place 

them into forever, loving homes. We started 

rescuing guinea pigs in April, 2006 and have 

placed over 500 guinea pigs in our first 3 
years.   
 

“…Cavy House is run by Sue D. and Barbara 

C. Barbara is a Registered Veterinary 

Technician and a "crazy cat lady".  Sue has a 
BS in Animal Science from UC Davis.  They 

have a lifetime of experience with many species 

of animals. Barbara and Sue also run La 

Honda… (from their website 

http://www.cavyhouse.org/) 

 

Don‟t buy a guinea pig – rescue one! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 

 
Hey Bob, 

Finally I get to write to you and tell you what a wonderful 
publication the La Honda Voice is.  I kept trying to do the e-mail 

but with no luck (I mean no patience) but then a lovely fellow La 

Hondan offered to help with the letter and e-mail it. 

 

The LHV is just great; I can‟t wait for it to come out.  There are 

lots of good folk living in La Honda but not enough of them doing 

stuff and joining in with the stuff that is happening.  Maybe not 

enough people know about the community events.  The calendar 

on the back page is very helpful.  Craig Eddy‟s name pops up a  

lot, and his dad Jack with the ham radio, a great community necessity.  They don‟t get paid for that - you 

know it‟s a comfort knowing they are here.  They need a ham radio Station Post in the village.  I‟m sure if 
people get to know stuff like this they will help.  

 

I can‟t winge about one LHFB thing can I?  They‟re a magnificent group of folk who are doing for the 

community; volunteers right down to the Admin staff.  They all do great work and they‟re all great people, 

not only risking their lives for free, but holding fund raisers and giving time to educate others.  Did you see 

the fire brigade lads in Redwood City on the El Camino collecting money in their Wellie Bobs?  You just 

had to slow down and give; it gave you a chance to say thanks to the firemen in person.  Our lads should do 

that.  

 

We could get the Boy Scouts to help – that‟s if we had Boy Scouts – but there‟s no group in the village.  I 

met a lovely Boy Scout leader the other month; he popped in to the restaurant and he offered to replace my 
raggy stars and stripes flag.  He said it was his duty as a Scout to take away the old and replace with a new.  

Brilliant.  I asked about a troop for La Honda and he said you‟d need 15 lads – no chance, who would sort 

that out?  I said, “If I was a young lad who wanted to be a Scout what would I do?”  He said Half Moon 

Bay has a Scout troop, in fact a boy from La Honda goes; a boy.  And what about Girl Guides; couldn‟t we 

start a unisex type of group?  I saw a mixed type of Brownie/Cubs unit marching through a park in England 

so I think something exists.  They all had brown shorts and orange shirts, marching in step, a joy to see.   

Imagine that troop in the Sully‟s to Surf race!  

 

What a race Bob, you missed a good day out that radiated community spirit.  Young Gloria singing the Star 

Spangled Banner brought a few tears.  The new La Honda Princess, Tenaya Bennett, did a fantastic job.  

She was a natural, had the wave and everything, just a really lovely young lady and a good choice for 

replacement by last year‟s princess Caroline Pisani, another lovely young lady.  It‟s young lasses like that 
who I hope are working in the nursing home, if I end up in one.  

 

http://www.cavyhouse.org/
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What about old people in La Honda?  What could be done to help them?  Who could do it?  Who are the 

old people?  Lots of old folk only need a visit so as to have a chat with another person – and some people 

could talk a glass eye to sleep.  Couldn‟t we match the two up?  Lots of old people just need stuff from the 

corner shop, and what a corner shop La Honda has.  The La Honda Country Store is a great addition to the 

village, great for bits and bobs and the process are fair, you don‟t feel ripped off, you feel relieved you 
didn‟t have to go over the hill for one more day.   

 

 I‟d love to see how long I could go without leaving the village; I wonder who‟s not left for the longest 

period?  When I look at the LHHS photos of times past in La Honda I‟m sure most of those folk didn‟t 

leave for years, if ever.  The LHHS is a great organization now that has a good turn out great folks giving 

time for others by doing that recording history, what an interesting place La Honda is with loads of history.  

We really need a museum to store all our artifacts and give info on points of interest in La Honda.  

Apparently San Mateo County have La Honda things like the lovely store replica on display in the Country 

Store (by yourself no less, you were the “who would do it” in that case). You do a load for La Honda, Bob, 

I thank you for that.  I know you love La Honda.  If you were a millionaire I‟d ask you to buy a museum, 

but you‟re not so I can‟t.  

 
Things seem to be happening though.  It was Lit Night at the restaurant tonight, another great night of local 

folk reading their own work.  The talent has me goose bumping and tearful, I‟m not sure of it!  Finally feel 

poetry, or it‟s the menopause!  Kathryn Ryan read a poem she wrote the other day.  She hadn‟t written for 

20 years; it would have taken me 20 years to write it.  She announced she will be running a yoga class in 

the club house twice a week.  That‟s good use of the club house.  Maybe it will encourage others; that 

would be very good for the community.  

 

I‟ve an idea that I think would be fun for The Voice.  I‟d like to put myself forward as an agony Aunt.  I‟ve 

just become grandma to a beautiful little girl weighing in at 8.3 named Edith Beatrice (Edie Bea) so I 

thought a segment could be called “Ask Grandma”.   I‟ll get that sorted for the next issue.  Anyway Bob, 

I‟m off.     
                             

Love,  

Jane (Sullivan) 

 

 

Letters in response to Juliana Veneziano’s letter about Terri Voris: 
 

Opinions are not necessarily the truth…(re: Letter to the Editor, recent edition) 

 
When a person commits a crime and that person admits guilt and is arrested, the wheels of justice go into 

motion.  

 

In the case of Terri Voris, et. al. , the wheel took a long time to roll and many people on the Coast who 

were victims of Ms. Voris and her associates had a choice-stand up, present the evidence and hope for a 

just verdict or keep their mouths shut. While some chose to be silent because of Ms. Voris‟ children, there 

were others who chose the truth in hope that the victimization of a community would stop.  

 

This case was not tried by the Half Moon Bay Review which reported the facts , or idle La Honda gossip 

(just ask the Skinner family), it was decided in a court of law and a reduced sentence was due in part to plea 

bargaining and testifying against the other perpetrators. If Ms. Voris was innocent, why plead guilty? If the 
San Mateo Times, Half Moon Bay Review and other newspapers around California printed libelous 

material, why has she not sued them?  

 

I applaud the Skinners for being patient despite a long year and half of court dates, interviews and the 

unnecessary criminal theft of their identities.  

 



 

12 

Having lived in the area since 1968, I have witnessed a lot of tragic situations regarding drugs and theft. 

The awful consequences that these activities create has touched many of our lives on the Coast.  I cannot 

emphasize enough the importance of background checks (even people you think you know) when hiring 

those who will be working within your home or around your children. I think if a background check had 

been done in this situation enough information about prior history would have been gathered to make an 

informed decision. In this case, $50 might have saved thousands and the countless hours trying to repair the 
damage that was done. 

How many breaks do you give a person? Only God knows but personally, I hope that the next year of 

incarceration in Ms. Voris‟ life will be spent thinking about how to give to the community instead of taking 

from it.                             

Kathleen Armstrong/San Gregorio, CA 

 

 

The following letter was provided by Victoria Skinner, one of the victims of Terri Voris convicted of 

Burglary and Serious Felony. The letter was submitted and read to the Judge at the sentencing of 

Terri Voris.   

Re: Case #SF364170 B, Defendant: Terri Elizabeth Voris 

Dear Ms. Jamison: 
My family are the victims of the defendant in this case. We were subjected to identity theft committed by 

Ms. Voris and her cohorts, and the consequences of this crime have affected us detrimentally since 

February of 2009. I agreed to tutor Ms. Voris‟ eight year old daughter in reading and language arts in 

August of 2008. I performed my job to the best of my ability and worked hard to give Sarah the educational 

advantages she clearly wasn't getting at home. When Ms. Voris could not pay the tutoring bill, I reluctantly 

agreed to trade tutoring for Ms. Voris‟ housekeeping services. My family did not want her in their home as 

they didn't trust her; I should have listened to them. The results of this decision were life-altering. Not only 

did she steal credit cards and my husband's identity, she stole from my son, and took checks from the 

Viking Boosters, a non-profit organization of which my husband and I were the President and Treasurer. 

She also took pictures of my husband‟s signature with her daughter‟s camera and turned the pictures over 

to Ken Ratcliff. While I spent my Fridays off (the day she was to clean my house) volunteering countless 
hours to help local high school children, she was busy stealing from them. While we cannot require 

restitution beyond unpaid tutoring bills, there is nothing that can make up the lost time, energy and 

betrayal.  

 

Furthermore, Ms. Voris has victimized many people in our community under the guise of being a 

“housekeeper." She mentions that she is a mother of two children in an obvious attempt to win sympathy 

and avoid prosecution. What type of role model is she? She also notes that her illegal trailer burned down 

(suspiciously) as another ploy to win sympathy. With this modus operandi, she has continued to perpetrate 

thefts on the San Mateo Coast until this case. In addition, during the process of the above case, the 

defendant actually committed another crime of theft in in Santa Clara county. She allegedly was on "house 

arrest" at the time of the theft in Santa Clara but it certainly did not curtail her nefarious deeds. 

 
In the interests of justice and the protection of our community, I'm asking that the judge please impose the 

maximum sentence allowed on Ms. Voris. She is a career criminal: already a four time felon with many 

misdemeanors on her record. She is not sorry for what she has done; she is sorry she got caught. When I 

took her to small claims court her excuse for non-payment was, " I know I owe her money but I have been 

busy with all my other court cases." We believe she may seriously consider the commission of these types 

of activities in the future, if she realizes that there will be jail time for her actions. 

Sincerely, 

Victoria Skinner
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Free Scratch paper below…just one of the benefits of reading the La Honda Voice! 
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