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The La Honda Voice 
 

Tragedy in La Honda 

 
John Ferrara 

(information from several sources, including: 

http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/North-Carolina-

man-arrested-in-La-Honda-shooting-6894969.php) 

On March 12th two La Honda residents were shot 

multiple times near Mindego Hill and Alpine roads. 
The suspect later tried to shoot a police officer when 

he was taken into custody. (some sources say the gun 

accidentally discharged). James Bernard Hofler, 36, 

of Grandy, North Carolina, was arrested on suspicion 

of attempted murder - two counts for the Saturday 

shootings and another when he was arrested and fired 

at the officer. The La Honda incident appears to be a 

random act. (continued on Page 3) 

 

A Memorial Gathering for François 

Jouaux 

 
On March 27, a tragic vehicular accident took the life 

of François Jouaux - a wonderful man, dedicated 

husband, extraordinary father, beloved son, and  

 

 

 

treasured friend and member of the La Honda 

community 

     A memorial gathering celebrating the life of 

François Jouaux will be held on Saturday, April 

9 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the La Honda Gardens. Friends, 

neighbors and those touched by the tragic accident 

that took his life are welcome to come share 

memories, music, and the comfort of one another's 
company. Light refreshments will be served, and 

those attending are invited to bring finger food and 

non-alcoholic beverages to share. Children are 

welcome to attend.  (continued on Page 3) 

 

Weed or Wonder   by Denis Shaw 

In 1830, an adventuresome Scottish botanist named 
David Douglas sent a sample of an iris he found in 

Monterey to the Horticultural Society of London. It 

became known as Douglas’ iris, Iris Douglasiana. 

 

Growing mostly 

along the coast 

of California, all 

the way from 

Santa Barbara to 

Oregon, this 

rather rigorous 
plant is today 

often considered 

a noxious weed by ranchers, because it can form 

huge clumps and crowd out introduced grasses for 

cattle grazing. (continued on Page 2) 

 

 

*Last Chance 

to do your 

Taxes! 

 

*Science and Technology Family Night 
*Puente Summer Youth Employment Program 

*2 Community Health Workers Needed 

*New Leaf Community Day 

* …and much more!... (continued on Page 3) 
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Weed or Wonder (continued from Page 1) 

Along our La Honda trails, it is a welcome native 

bringing a message of spring with its delicate, almost 

orchid like, petals of purplish-blue with intricate 

veining in its falls. Sometimes, it can be so pale it 

appears to be white, but more often seen in many 
different shades of purple. The hybridized versions 

available for our gardens now come in a stunning 

array of colors, honoring the Greek origins of its 

name, iris meaning 

rainbow. 

 

The Checker Lily 

 

It tolerates clay soils 

and sand, too, prefers 

sun or light shade - 

an excellent 
candidate for local 

native garden 

enthusiasts. Its three-

inch-wide flowers 

appear in April on 

thin stems from six 

inches to a foot tall. 

The strap-like leaves 

are dark and evergreen. The local Indians 

painstakingly removed the translucent fibers in the 

leaves to make rope, snares, string, and used them to 
repair fishing nets. 

     David Douglas introduced 240 other plants into 

England and world horticultural circles, including our 

ever present, giant evergreen tree, the Douglas Fir. 

Over 80 species even carry his name. Unfortunately, 

he only lived to 35 years of age, dying an accidental 

death in Hawaii in 1834. 

     Another local gem beginning its seasonal bloom is 

the yellow, green, and maroon speckled fritillary, 

Fritillaria lancelolata. It has a few local common 

names, the most popular are mission bells, checker 

lily, and oddly, rice root. The Indians used the 
common name, rice root, because of the little white 

bulblettes, resembling rice, that were considered a 

special delicacy for major feast celebrations.  

     The checker lily has two-foot-tall graceful stems 

with hanging ruffled bells, delicately disguised in 

subtle colors. Basal leaves appear first in little 

clusters before sending up the flower stalk. The seed 

pods are also unique and linger long into summer 

before dropping their seeds. They prefer wooded 

slopes and many can be found currently along our 

Fernwood and other trails and in open oak slopes. 
     Crowded out by introduced grasses, forget-me-

nots and many others wild weeds, these two natives 

are holding their own. Especially the sturdy iris, 

labeled Pacific Coast Hybrids in the nursery trade, 

Pacific 

Coast 

Hybrid 

Iris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is dependable and becoming a garden favorite below 

1000 feet. It can be truly called one of our own, 

because it was collected first in our neighborhood. 

Easter egg hunt a success!! 
by Kathryn Ryan  

Another fabulous 

egg hunt was held 

on Easter Sunday; 

the grass was really 

tall due to all the 

rain, and over 2,000 

eggs had been 

stuffed and hidden. 

Thanks so much to 
Jennifer Demma, 

who coordinated the 

entire effort, and 

without whom, it might not have happened. Vickee 

Flynn Bower also gave much time, energy, and 

donations to make this a success. The Easter Bunny 

tells me there were at least a dozen other volunteers, 

many of them teens getting community service hours 

credit. It took a while, but finally all of the golden 

eggs were found. Thanks to everyone, the event went 

off beautifully, and a good time was had by all.  

Lifeguards needed for this summer at 

Cuesta Pool. by Kathryn Ryan  

Lifeguards need to be at 

least 15 years of age, 

and get their Red Cross 

lifeguard 

certification/CPR at a 

community college. The 

pool opens late May, and we would like to be 

finished hiring by the end of April. Applications may 

be arranged through Carroll at the Guild Clubhouse 

on weekday afternoons: M, T, Th, F from 12-4 p.m. 
or email her at clhgoffice@gmail.com . The shifts are 

3.5 hours, several per week. This is a good local job, 

with high responsibility. Applicants must also pass a 

drug test.  

 

mailto:clhgoffice@gmail.com
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François Jouaux (continued from Page 1) 

     There will be a book of memories for François’ 

two sons and everyone is invited to write a few words 

(or a few pages) sharing memories of François and 

how he touched your lives.  

     (following information about incident is from 
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-

times/ci_29731985/suspect-fatal-la-honda-crash-

pleads-not-guilty)      

A 46-year-old El Granada man, Tom Doane, who 

allegedly killed an Apple software engineer, François 

Jouaux, in a head-on crash late last month in La 

Honda has pleaded not guilty to felony charges of 

vehicular manslaughter and hit and run. 

     Doane was driving his Ford F-250 in the 7400 

block of La Honda Road on March 27 when he 

collided with Francois Jouaux's Honda Civic, 

according to prosecutors. Witnesses said Doane then 
climbed out of his overturned pickup truck and ran 

into the woods. Jouaux was pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

     Prosecutors said Doane was arrested 18 hours 

later when he sought treatment for a badly mangled 

left arm and hand at a hospital. He claimed he had 

been injured in a motorcycle crash…” 

 
Tragedy in La Honda (continued from Page 1) 

     “Saturday’s [La Honda] incident started around 

7:15 a.m. One of the men noticed a stranger leaving 

his home and confronted him, police said. The 

stranger, now believed to be Hofler, responded by 

shooting him multiple times in the head and torso. 

When the tenant went outside, the attacker shot him 

in the head and torso, as well.” The homeowner ran 

to a neighbor for help, and the attacker left the scene 

in one of the victim’s car. The vehicle was later 
found at the Daly City BART Station.  

     The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office had 

identified Hofler as a suspect who was then spotted 

walking on Highway 1 in Pacifica around 1 a.m. on 

the Tuesday following the shooting. A Pacifica 

Police officer tried to contact Hofler, the two 

struggled and fell down an embankment. Hofler fired 

one shot but missed, and the officer was able to take 

the gun from Hofler. Later it was found that Hofler 

had another gun on his person.  Hofler is now in 

custody on the attempted murder charges. 
     Note: I only mentioned one of the La Honda 

victim’s names, John Ferrara, because I could only 

find John linked as a victim to this crime in open 

sources. Both victims suffered very serious injuries.  

There is a recovery fund site for John Ferrara at: 

https://www.gofundme.com/fmuxt624 
The latest update on his status from this site is: 

“Good news John is now out of ICU and has been 

recovering from his surgery. He will begin both 

physical and occupational therapy during the next 

few weeks and once he is able to move his jaw they 

will begin speech therapy. John has a long road to 

recovery and your thoughts and prayers have been 

and will remain a very important part of his healing. 

Our family is amazed at the overwhelming love and 
generosity John has received it has truly been a 

blessing.” 

 

(continued from Page 1) 

 

Last Chance to Do your Taxes!  
Puente will be taking 

appointments Monday through 

Friday until April 15th to do your 

taxes. If your household income 

is below $54,000 you qualify. Call 650-879-1691 to 

make your appointment!  

Science and Technology Family Night at 

Pescadero Elementary 

Thursday, April 21st 2016 from 
6pm-8pm - Learn while playing!  

 

 

Application out for Puente Summer Youth 

Employment Program 

Work at Puente this summer! 

Positions starting at $10 per 

hour. Gain real-life work 

experiences and great 

leadership skills! Applications 
due by April 15th. Contact Noel at 

nchavez@mypuente.org to apply or call 650-879-

1691  

Puente is Hiring 2 Part Time Community Health 

Workers! 

If you have an interest in health 

and wellness and working with 

your community, you may be a 

good fit. This is a part time 

position of 5-15 hours per 
week. Bilingual applicants 

encouraged but not required. For more information 

on the position or how to apply, contact Molly at 

mwolfes@mypuente.org or call 650 262 5989  

Zumba in La Honda 

Wednesdays 5-6 at La 

Honda Elementary. If 

you want to be on the 

Zumba mailing list, 
email Molly at 

mwolfes@mypuente.org  

http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-times/ci_29731985/suspect-fatal-la-honda-crash-pleads-not-guilty
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-times/ci_29731985/suspect-fatal-la-honda-crash-pleads-not-guilty
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-times/ci_29731985/suspect-fatal-la-honda-crash-pleads-not-guilty
https://www.gofundme.com/fmuxt624
mailto:nchavez@mypuente.org
mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
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[Puente continued from previous page] 

     Dia De Los Niños 

 Come to celebrate Children’s Day on 

Friday, April 29th from 6pm to 8pm. 

At the PES Multi room. There will be 

food but please bring salad or/and 
dessert to share. There will be games, science 

activities and FUN.For more information please 

contact Arlae Alston at Puente (650)879-1691  

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh 

and other benefits available at Puente, including 

appointments in La Honda!  
Know someone that needs health 

insurance or food stamps, or need it for 

yourself and/or your family? Tired of 

driving over the hill to do everything? 
Puente can help!  

Appointments are available every weekday including 

evening appointments on Thursdays in La Honda 

and evening appointments Tuesdays and Thursdays 

in Pescadero to help accommodate busy schedules.  

We offer enrollment into and support for the 

following programs, and others: Medi-Cal; Covered 
California; ACE & DHC (for low-income 

undocumented individuals); CalFresh (food stamps) 

     Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to 

make an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit on 

Thursday evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in 

La Honda, next to the Post Office!  

New Leaf 

Community Day 

Join Puente at New 

Leaf Community 
Market in Half Moon Bay on Thursday, April 21. 

Puente will receive 5% of all purchases! In-store 

cooking demonstrations from 11am-2pm and 4pm-

7pm. Learn to cook simple Mexican dishes, try 

simple delicious food and receive recipes.  

Please join us!  

Silicon Valley Gives 

Help Us Match $65,000 for Puente!  

All gifts to Puente’s 24-hour 

fundraiser will be matched, dollar-

for-dollar.  

You can donate in advance or on 

May 3. All gifts count toward our 

fundraising goal.  

Go to svgives.mypuente.org to make your donation, 
or call Puente at 650.879.1691.  

Thank You for your support! 

 

Caltrans officials: Spraying was a 

mistake, won't happen again 
(excerpt from http://www.almanacnews.com/ 

news/2016/03/18/caltrans-officials-spraying-was-a-

mistake-wont-happen-again) 

 “Residents took photos of the section of roadside 

east of La Honda where they saw crews broadcast-

spraying herbicides soon after Caltrans had promised 

it wouldn't do that this year. Caltrans spokesman Bob 
Haus on Friday (March 18) said that a worker 

recently mistakenly broadcast-sprayed herbicides in 

the area off Highway 84 near La Honda soon after 

the agency had promised to do only spot spraying 

there this year…"That won't happen again," he 

said… Patty Mayall, director of Protect Our 

Watershed San Mateo County, said "this 'mistake' is 

one more reason to end this toxic way of weed 

management." Ms. Mayall said the continued 

spraying also risks a "road accident spilling toxic 

chemicals into drinking water sources and 

contaminating our watershed." 

In response to the Almanac News article, Patty Mayal 

asked the Caltrans District Director the following 

questions in a letter: 

“1. What protocol, or standard operating procedure, 

does Caltrans follow when planning for spot and 

broadcast spraying ? 

2. Along Hwy. 84, where exactly was spot-spraying 

and broadcast spraying already applied, and where is 

it still planned for application ? 
3. What chemicals have been used / are planned for 

use, and in what quantities ? 

4. Who was responsible for giving the spraying 

instructions to the employees who did the broadcast 

herbicide application on March 2nd ?” 

     Patty Mayal is still awaiting a response. 

LHFB Crab Cioppino tickets still 

available 

The La Honda Fire Brigade's Annual Crab Cioppino 

will be held on Saturday, April 9. We will have great 

food, great music  by Blue and  amazing raffle 

and silent auction items! Please 

purchase your tickets online at: 

www.lahondafire.org.  

Note that no outside alcohol 

will be allowed into the event. 

 

http://svgives.mypuente.org/
http://www.almanacnews.com/%0bnews/2016/03/18/caltrans-officials-spraying-was-a-mistake-wont-happen-again
http://www.almanacnews.com/%0bnews/2016/03/18/caltrans-officials-spraying-was-a-mistake-wont-happen-again
http://www.almanacnews.com/%0bnews/2016/03/18/caltrans-officials-spraying-was-a-mistake-wont-happen-again
http://www.almanacnews.com/news/2016/03/14/witnesses-say-caltrans-herbicide-spraying-violated-federal-law
http://www.lahondafire.org/
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Lolita Lizotte 1932-2016 

 
(from www.legacy.com/link.asp?i=ls000179426643) 

Lolita Anzar Lizotte, age 83, died peacefully on 

March 26, 2016 at her care center in Roseville, 
California. Lolita Anzar was born in Santa Cruz, 

California to Francis Beckett Anzar and Violet 

Lillian Hunt…Her father Frank [Francis] was well-

known in La Honda. 

     Her father's family is well documented in 

California history books. They originally settled in 

the area prior to California's statehood and took 

residence in San Juan Bautista. Lolita's grandfather, 

Polocronio Escolastico de Guadalupe (PEG) Anzar 

was one of the earliest settlers of California and a 

land baron of San Benito County…Her parents would 
raise Lolita, her older brother, Eugene (deceased), 

and youngest brother Guadalupe (Lupe), in La 

Honda, California. 

She graduated from 

Pescadero High 

School in a class of 

six. 

 

Lolita ventured away 

from La Honda after 

high school graduation and became a hat model in 

San Francisco. One evening, she attended a dance in 
Palo Alto with a friend. There she met William 

Lizotte, who was stationed at Moffett Field. He asked 

her to dance and during the dance he asked, "Will 

you cook dinner for me?" She replied, "I'm use to 

men taking me to dinner". They married in 1954 and 

took up residence in Palo Alto, California where they 

raised four children: Michelle Simon, Collette 

Cowger (twins), Mark Lizotte, and Tami White… 

     At a very young age Lolita was diagnosed with 

Multiple Sclerosis. However, she persevered, never 

complained, and with the help of her family, she 
lived a normal life. She was an active member of her 

local Catholic church, serving as a volunteer at the 

church as an Eucharistic minister and guided 

catechumens…”  

Gary Arata     1948-2016 
“Gary Jay Arata passed on 

March 5, 2016, two days 

after his 68th birthday, 

following a nearly decade 

of battling cancer. Gary 

was a lifelong farmer and 

grew up on his family’s ranch and dairy on the 

central California coast. He graduated from 

Pescadero High School in 1966, and in 1970 

graduated from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with a 

bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Mechanics and 

Engineering. He began work on a Master’s degree in 

the same field, but decided to return to the family 

farm instead the following year. He married Marie 

Mason on Valentine’s Day, 1977, and spent the next 

several decades raising a family, farming, and 

repairing and collecting Caterpillar tractors. He took 

great pride in his two children, and was an involved 

member and treasurer of the Church in the Redwoods 

in La Honda, California, for many years…He was 

loved for his generous heart, gentle nature, and kind 

smile. He was preceded in death by his parents, John 

and Grace Arata. He is survived by his wife of 39 

years, Marie Arata, and son Lawrence Arata of 

Colfax, Washington, daughter Laura Arata, of 

Stillwater, Oklahoma, and a brother, Louis Arata, of 

Yerington, Nevada…” excerpt above by Laura Arata 

(http://www.bruningfuneralhome.com/fh/obituaries/ 

obituary.cfm?o_id=3619584&fh_id=13165 for obit) 

 

http://www.legacy.com/link.asp?i=ls000179426643
http://www.bruningfuneralhome.com/


6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

14631 Pescadero Road sold for $828,000 on 3/31/16, 2 beds/2.5baths, office, 2-car garage, more than an acre, creek. 
141 Recreation will be back on the market in a couple of months, $429,000, 1 bed/1bath, nice view.226 Cuesta Real, 

$650,000, fixer upper on a beautiful big lot, as of April 2, 2016, is the only active listing in Cuesta La Honda. 

Inventory is very low in the country areas. There are a few buyers who are patiently waiting for new listings. If you are 

thinking of selling, contact your favorite local agent. Perhaps one of us will know the buyer who is the perfect fit for your 

country home. 

  
 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 

The Market has new signature pizzas or create your own.  

                     Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 
Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

 

LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

Help the La Honda Voice - Interested in writing or helping in other 

ways to keep this paper going? This paper has been created and published 

entirely by volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.  Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 

 

 

 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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April 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
 

 

1  

April Fool’s 

Day! 

2 

AJs: 11 Wails 

@9:15pm 

 

 

 

3 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm  

 

 

 

4   LHES Break 

 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

 

5   LHES Break 

 

Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market  

 

 

6    LHES Break 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

 

 

7    LHES Break 

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

Alices: The Jesperson's   

7-9pm 

 

 

 

8 

LHES Break 

9 AJs: TBA @9:30pm 

LH Fire Brigade 

Cioppino 

Memorial for François 

Jouaux  1-4pm @La 

Honda Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

10 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

11 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

12 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

13 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Walk to School Day 

 

 
 

14 Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Alec Lytle and Them 

Rounders @7-9pm 

 

  
 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16  

AJs:  TBA @9:30pm 

 

Bookmobile, 11am-

12:30pm @Market  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

17 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

 

  

 

18 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

Income Taxes Due 

 

 

19  

Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

20 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

 

 

 

 

21 Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p 

Alices; Local Singer-Songer-

Writer Showcase @7-9pm 

Science and Tech Family 

Night at PES, 6-8pm 

New Leaf Community Day 

22 

LHES 

Literacy Night 

6:00pm 

23 

AJs:  TBA @9:30p  

 

 

24 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 
 

25 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

 

26 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

27 

Zumba@LHES  

5-6pm with Siobhan 

 

Lit Night 

28 

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Pat Nevins @7-9pm 

29 

Children’s 

Day 6-8pm@ 

the PES Multi 

room. 

30 

AJs:  No Exit @9:30p  

 

 

The La 
Honda  
Voice 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. More current 

information may be available from the by calling the venue:                       

Alice’s - 851-0303      AJ’s - 747-0331 


