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The L a H onda V oice 

The Face of Local Music - La 
Honda/Pescadero School Music  
by craig eddy 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mary Lynn and Room 4 music class  

Having already done articles on the majority of the 
local musical talent, I thought it time to look in on the 
next generation of local musicians. I met with Mary 
Lynn Vail, the part time music teacher for the 
elementary kids, in room four at the La Honda 
School. Mary Lynn is now teaching for her fourth 
year in our area. She has a Masters in classical piano 
and voice. She teaches choral with the kids and is 
putting together a Rock n Roll production of A Mid 
Summer's Night Dream with around eighty kids 
involved. (continued on page 2) 

Bobcat Reservoir Trail 
by Denis Shaw 
This trail is a steep and dangerous climb to the 
Bobcat Reservoir, mainly for the athletic type. To get 
to this fairly new side trail, you must ascend the very 
poorly constructed, early amateur attempt at a trail 
that connects Woodland Vista to the water storage 
tanks and lower reservoir. It starts at the ravine 
drainage on Woodland Vista just before Coggin’s 
ranch. Even attempting the first steps up from the 
road is a challenge. 
 
This older section now has deep ruts, created from an 
excess water flow cutting into the path. There are no  

 
 
water diversions, and the rain runoff has made the 
trail its main course. An attempt has been made to 
slow the erosion by placing branches in the deepest 
ruts. It may help, but a major overhaul is desperately 
needed to fix the problem. It needs a better grade, and 
because it is so steep, many water diversions. In other 

words, it 
needs lots 
of work. I 
hope I live 
long 
enough to 
help with 
that. 
(continued 
on page 2) 
 

Bobcat Reservoir 
 
Focus on Youth – Thomas Ayres 
by Gwendolyn (Wendy) Barnhart 

Beginning each 
month, we will 
have an article 
about a kiddo 
from La Honda 
who has done 
awesome things 
in our 
community.  
The purpose of 
this is to 
showcase the 
good that our 
local youth do 
and to help 
encourage 

positivity. If you have a nomination for a great kiddo, 
please email me at Wendycat@yahoo.com. 
Nominations can be based on anything - scholastic 
achievement, sports, volunteerism, etc… 
     Thomas Ayres is in the 5th grade and goes to La 
Honda Elementary. (continued on page 3) 
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Bobcat Reservoir Trail (continued from page 1) 
Definitely made more with bikes in mind than with 
pedestrians, the Bobcat Reservoir Trail branches off 
to the right as you climb. It passes through a thicket 
of coyote brush and some poison oak, which is just 
coming into juicy, shiny new growth, before 
ascending steeply upward. As you climb, there are a 
few breaks in the trees to reveal the magnificent view 
of the San Gregorio Canyon to the ocean. This 
section is extremely slippery when wet and even 
when dry. It looks more like a thrill ride for the 
downhill mountain biker. There is lots of poison oak 
everywhere, so become familiar.  

 
The climb is less severe using the maintenance road 
instead, but longer. It is a more comfortable, gradual 
climb to reach the Bobcat Reservoir and then 
returning the steeper Bobcat Reservoir Trail, all 
downhill.   
 
Bobcat Reservoir is perched up on the knoll above 
the filtration plant and water tanks. To get there, keep 
climbing the Reservoir Maintenance Road (1000 
Cuesta Real) past the water tanks and filtration plant, 
turn on the first side road to the right, and climb to 
the gate of the Bobcat Reservoir.  
 
The Bobcat Reservoir Trail follows the fence around 
to the left. Before taking the downhill portion of the 

trail, a path continues to the right along the fence to 
the front end of the reservoir. The view from there is 
spectacular. To the right, you overlook the lower 
reservoir, then further to Mt. Baldy, and beyond for 
miles and miles. To the left, overlooking La Honda 
itself, the San Gregorio Creek cuts through the rolling 
hills all the way to the ocean. This is a definite wow 
moment for new visitors. To the far left, are a few 
homes along Coggin’s Road, tucked into the trees. 
The ocean view is very special, and more so during a 
sunset. From Woodland Vista it takes about 20 
minutes, with a few rest breaks, before reaching the 
top. It takes longer to use the road access - less of 
course when returning downhill either direction. 
 
Bobcat Reservoir is currently fairly full, thanks to our 
dedicated efforts to conserve water. Caution should 
continue though, with uncertain precipitation ahead. 
Keep up the frugal use of our precious water, and 
keep a watch on our water reserves with a weekly 
hike up to Bobcat Reservoir. 
 
Face of Local Music (continued from page 1) 
 I like the fact she wants to teach the early years in an 
attempt to get kids excited about doing music. She 
loves finding kids that show interest in playing an 
instrument and channeling them in the right direction 
so they don't feel they are wasting their time on 
something they don't really want to do. I was forced 
as a kid to take piano lessons and to this day I wish I 
had stuck with it. The parents said, "Do It!" I said, 
"No way!"  Mary Lynn has help from a few local 
musicians, Dan Newitt, Bob Deacon, and Rob 
Christian to name names. Also our next generation 
has the help of Dr. Mancho Gonzalez, the middle 
school band director in Pescadero, and Mitch 
Slater who sponsors an after-school rock band in 
Pescadero. When I mention the depth of the local 
music scene Mary said, "It is such a pleasure to live 
and work where music plays an integral role in 
community events and leisure activities. Mark your 
calendars for May 22nd and 23rd for the production 
of A Mid Summers Night Dream. Venue has not 
been decided yet, but either La Honda or Pescadero. 
You might see some of our future stars performing 
there. I just might have to do a review of that show! 
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Focus on Youth - (continued from page 1)  
Thomas seems to be just like any other kid except 
that he has been diagnosed with Autism. Despite the 
stereotypes out there, Thomas is making great strides 
in all his endeavors. He is mainstreamed into classes 
with his peers, and he regularly hangs out with 
friends.  
     Having any kind of “disability” is no small feat 
for that person. Like others, Thomas has problems 
with his verbal skills such as stuttering. He also has 
difficulty in social situations - he will tell you exactly 
what is on his mind, which may or may not be 
socially appropriate. Thomas’ quirks are part of what 
makes him so unique and special to our community. 
One of his best quotes is “we all have our own way,”  
alluding to the notion that everyone is different and 
we all march to our own drum.  
     Thomas has an incredible mom, Cindi Hayes, who 
does everything she can to support Thomas and make 
sure that he gets opportunities to do whatever it is 
that he wants to do in life.  Thomas rides at BOK 
ranch in Woodside where there is a specialized 
program for children on the Autism Spectrum.  While 
working with animals, Thomas gains insight on 
empathy and how to care for animals; he also learns 
about active listening and the importance of 
following directions.  Animal assisted therapy has 
helped many persons with disabilities.  For a person 
on the Autism Spectrum, friendship can be difficult, 
but with animals the relationship is often times much 
less complicated and the societal norms and 
expectations are not there as they would be with 
people. Thomas’ bond with his horse “Twilight” is 
more basic, more pure.    
     Thomas also participates in a group called 
Evolibre, a neurodiversity based support group for 
people on the Autism Spectrum. While participating 
in the support group, Thomas has the opportunity to 
interact with other kids like him. By attending this 
support group, Thomas and his friends build 
camaraderie as they interact and share their struggles, 
especially struggles with neurotypicals (persons not 
on the Autism Spectrum) who, to them, do not seem 
to understand.   
     In his spare time Thomas is a huge sports fan. He 
absolutely loves the Giants, San Jose Sharks, 49ers, 
Golden State Warriors, and Cal Poly Sports. He loves 
to swim and to ride his scooter. He also enjoys 
reading books and looking at maps and globes. 
Thomas is an avid video gamer, and his favorite 
game is Halo. Thomas is very skilled at creating 
things out of legos.  He especially likes trains and 
World War II, military history which stemmed from 
his grandfathers who are both veterans.  
     Although he is not sure what he wants to do yet in 
the future, he knows that he has a responsibility to 

help his mom out around the house, especially 
dusting.  
     When asked how he likes living in La Honda, 
Thomas stated that he loves living up here and that it 
is “beautiful” and that he really enjoys the “peace and 
quiet from the city.” Thomas lives in Cuesta with his 
mom, step-dad, two kitties named Sushi and Wasabi, 
and two dogs named Tye and Chi.  
 

            
 
 
 
Law Night 

Representatives from 
area non-profits will 
be in Pescadero on the 
evening of April 21st 
to educate the 
community on 3 topics 
- sexual harassment in 
the workplace, 

employment rights, and U-Visas.  Come and learn 
more about these often complicated issues.  This 
event will be bilingual with individual translation 
provided.  Childcare will also be provided.     Any 
and all are welcome and encouraged to join!  Call 
650-879-1691 for more information. 

 
Puente Tax 
Preparation 
Puente will be offering 
free tax preparation in 
Pescadero for anyone 
living in the region who 

made below $52,000 in 2013.  This service will run 
through April 14.  An appointment is required. 
Please call Puente at 650-879-1691 to schedule an 
appointment.  Only a few appointments remain! 
 

Puente Youth Leadership 
Development and 
Employment Program 
Puente is seeking young 
people to participate in its 

summer youth program from June 9-August 19, 
2014.  This program strives to provide real-world 
work experience and vocational training for youth 
ages 14-21 through internships with local businesses 
and non-profits (including Puente) on the South 
Coast and nearby cities.  Applicants must live in 
Pescadero, La Honda, San Gregorio or Loma Mar to 
qualify.  Applications are due Friday April 25th by 
6:00pm.  For more information about the application 
or how to apply, call Puente at 650-879-1691 or 
email Alejandra at aortega@mypuente.org 
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Enough Abuse Campaign Discussion 
RESCHEDULED - April 15 in La Honda  

Come and learn about this 
movement against child 
sexual abuse; providing 
families and communities 
with the knowledge and skills 
needed to reduce the risk of 
this happening.  Iris 
Fernandez, MFT will be 

facilitating the discussion.  The discussion will take 
place from 5:30-7:30 pm.  Call 650-879-1691 for 
details 

La Honda area man facing life prison for 
alleged sexual assault of girls 
(from http://www.smdailyjournal.com/articles/ 
lnews/2014-03-05/la-honda-area-man-facing-life-
prison-for-alleged-sexual-assault-of-girls/ 
1776425119188.html) 
“A La Honda area man who prosecutors say 
sexually abused his young stepdaughter for three 
years and molested her friend at sleepovers is facing 
life in prison if jurors convict him of even some of 
the multiple felonies charged. Neil Aunko, 40, has 
pleaded not guilty and will learn April 7 if he’ll stand 
trial on six counts of various sexual acts with a child 
10 or under, six counts of lewd acts on a child under 
14 by using force or fear, five counts of lewd acts on 
a child under 14 without force or fear and having 
committed sexual offenses against more than one 
victim…Aunko faces the possibility of a life sentence 
in several ways because each of the charges carries 
up to that maximum. Aunko remains in custody 
without bail.”  
 
Cat Calls 
by Gwendolyn (Wendy) Barnhart 
I was woken up at one am in the morning by the 
sound of a cat howling outside.  Not thinking too  
much of it, I tried to go back to sleep to no avail. This  
was one freaked out little kitty!  I went outside to see 
if I could help it - barn cats usually scurry away at the 
sound of footsteps… this one did not, it continued to 
howl on and on. I put my shoes on and grabbed a 
flashlight so I could further investigate. Turns out 
there was a black and white kitten stuck up in the 
telephone pole with its paw tangled up in the wires so 
that it could not get down.   
     Wondering what course of action I should take, I 
began looking online for phone numbers of animal 
rescue sites. No one answered due to the crazy hour.  
I called the SPCA animal emergency line, who then 
somehow dispatched me over to someone who 
managed to dispatch the fire department. When I first 

learned that the La Honda Fire Department would be 
called, I felt really embarrassed.  Calling the LHFD 
was my first thought, but I didn’t due to the silliness 
and the cliché-ness of the situation. Seriously, waking 
up a handful of neighbors in the dead of night for a 
silly little kitty? Ummmm, no… 

     Then I hear the 
siren that blasts 
the whole town 
with its signal of 
impending 
doom…. For a 
pesky kitty….. 
wow.  Minutes 
later, up come two 
fire trucks. Deep 
down I’m 
thinking, “yay, —
they didn’t come 
up the street with 
the sirens blaring”. 
Next, the fire chief 

asks me if it was my kitty, to which I replied  “ oh no, 
MY kitties would never do such a thing, they know 
better”.  Still don’t know who the beast belongs to by 
the way….  
     Within a few minutes, the Fire Department put up 
their great, big light and turned on the spotlight on 
the rogue cat - it was almost as if it was in a great big 
important musical… the spotlight, the howling…yea, 
It was momentous. Next thing I know a brave fire 
guy climbs the ladder and rescues the cat! It looked 
so grateful and so mischievous at the same time.  I 
named it “Trouble”. Then in all its kitty splendor, it 

glares at me 
and bounds up 
the brush 
encrusted hill. 
Gee, how’s 
that for a fine 
how do ya do?  
Thank you to 
the La Honda 
Fire 
Department 
for all you 
do!!!  As one 
yahoo group 
poster put it, 
“Saving One 
Cat May Not 
Change The 
World But It 
Changes The 
World For 
That One Cat.” 
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The La Honda Fire Brigade will have it's  
Annual Crab 
Cioppino Dinner and 
Dance  
on April 5th. Tickets are 
available on lahondafire.org  
or by calling 747-0039 

La Honda Elementary School 
Parents, next week is Spirit Week at La Honda 
Elementary. The week kicks off with Sports Day on 
Monday, April 7, followed in order by 
Tropical/Hawaiian Day on Tuesday, Pajama Day on 
Wednesday, and Crazy Hair/Face Paint Day on 
Thursday. Friday is spring picture day.... 

LH Guild Approves Water Rationing  
(from http://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-
water-guild-approves-rationing/article_4e7594ea-
aad2-11e3-a95a-001a4bcf887a.html) 
“…  Come April 1, household water allotments will 
drop by 50 percent from 1200 to 600 cubic feet of 
water, or from 9,000 gallons per month to 4,500 
gallons according to a policy passed by the guild’s 
board of directors last month. The policy was adopted 
for a 120-day period and does not apply to La Honda 
Elementary School… A letter notifying water 
account holders of the impending reduced allotments 
explains the need for the policy.” 

La Honda Recycling  
(From message board: https://groups.yahoo.com/ 
neo/groups/LaHonda/conversations/messages/41468) 
Note from an assistant to Supervisor Don Horsley: 
“ The week of April 7, one 20 yrd bin will be placed 
at the elementary school site to collect commingled 
recyclable material (cans, bottles, paper).  Our goal is 
to have the bin in place at the beginning of the week, 
but I don't want to promise a specific day.  The bin 
will be available to dump materials in Monday - 
Thursday.  Thursday evening (I am not sure what 
time), the bin will be picked up for service and 
returned on Monday morning.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 The La Honda Voice News Sources 

The La Honda Voice uses a variety of sources, including articles 
written by local writers exclusively for this publication and short 
excerpts from other sources. Links are always provided for these 
other sources and the intention is for the reader to read the entire 
article from the original source. It is important that the La 
Honda Voice readers support these other local publications! 

 Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 
Puente.    Contact us at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 



6 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Coming soon – call for more info - Gail Hafelfinger 650-996-5354 
3bd/2ba, workshop, large utility/storage room, large deck, new flooring & interior paint  
2bd/1ba + 1bd/1ba in-law unit downstairs, ½ acre, access from two streets 
     Recent Sales - 4990 La Honda Road, 2bd/1ba, 1 acre, List $549,000 - Sale Pending  
13 Memory Lane, 2bd/2ba + 1bd/1ba cottage, List $799,000 – Sale Pending 
     Inventory is low.  There are only 6 active listings in La Honda, none of them are in Cuesta.  
If you are thinking about selling, we’d be happy to give you the market information you need to make a decision. 

The Country Market is open: 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 

The Market has new signature pizzas or create 
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 
Broker Associate 
DRE Lic #01338252 
gail@gailhafel.com 
EFAX 650.240.3505   
OFFICE 650.996.5354  
 

Dante Razzini 
Realtor 
BRE Lic #01087277 
650-868-2593 
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 
Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 
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April 2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to 
change. More current information may be 
available from the calendar at 
www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                  
Alice’s - 851-0303             AJ’s - 747-0331                 
See LH Voice for Additional Event Details 
 

1  
Guild Water 
Rationing Program 
Begins  

2  
Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30pm 
 

3  
New! Yoga with 
Eric , 6-7:30p, 
Clubhouse 
  

4 5 

Medicated Funk 
Band 9:30p@ AJs   
 
Fire Brigade Crab 
Cioppino / Dance 

6  
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-2p 

7  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 
 
LHES Sprit Week 
Start 
 

8 9  
 

10  
New! Yoga with 
Jeanne, 6-7:30p, 
Clubhouse 
  

11 12 

AJs Worldwide 
Yuri’s Night Party 
with Lencat @ AJs,  
9:30pm 

13  
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-2p 
 
Palm Sunday 

14  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 
 

15  
Enough Abuse 
Campaign 
Discussion, 5:30pm 
 
Income Tax Day 

16  
Cuesta BOD 
Meeting, 7:30pm 
 

17  
New! Yoga with 
Jeanne, 6-7:30p, 
Clubhouse 
  

18 19 

Rich Felix Blues 
Revue 9:30p@ AJs 

20  
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-2p 
 
Easter Sunday – 
10:30 mass at OLR 

21  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 
 
Puente Law Night 
(more info in Voice) 
 

22 23  
 

24  
New! Yoga with 
Jeanne, 6-7:30p, 
Clubhouse 
  

25  

Puente Youth 
Leadership App 
Due 

26   Jim Moore 
9:30p@ AJs 
 
La Honda Info and 
Referral Service 10-
2@LH Puente 

27  
Second Harvest, 
OLR Church, 12-2p 

28  
Yoga with Mary @ 
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 
 

29 30  
Lit Night , 7pm, 
Clubhouse 
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