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The La Honda Voice 
 

Deacon John McGhee – Retired from Our 

Lady of Refuge Church 

 

Deacon John McGhee with daughter Catharine 

McGhee Staal 

(excerpt from http://www.catholic-sf.org/ns.php? 

newsid=22&id=64476) 

 “…It was not until a few months shy of his 90th 

birthday that ill health finally forced Deacon John 

McGhee, World War II marine veteran and widowed 

father of seven children, to step down last August 

after 20 years as deacon at Our Lady of Refuge 

Mission church in La Honda, south of Half Moon 

Bay. 

... Deacon McGhee visited the often far-scattered 

sick, presided over funeral services, baptized babies, 

and also helped at the main church, Our Lady of the 

Pillar, as well as working closely with the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society to distribute food until just recently. 

He visited the boys assigned by the courts to the 

boys’ ranch in La Honda… 

…‘Deacon McGhee repaired the [OLR] church, fixed 

the wiring and the plumbing, and made sure the 

landscape was kept up,’ said Mary Bordi, who said 

now that Deacon McGhee is no longer able, she and 

other parishioners realize even more thoroughly how 

much he did. ‘For years he dressed up as Santa Claus 

for the church, so they would come to the hall,’ said 

Deacon Ghiorso… 

…John and Rosemary married in 1954. First they 

adopted Justine, a Nicaraguan orphan in Los Angeles, 

then Hugo, a 15-year-old orphan living abandoned on 

the streets of Quito, Ecuador. The rest followed soon  

 

 

 

after, with four children adopted from Catholic 

Charities while the family was in Peoria, Illinois. At 

one point, there were four children under 5, said 

McGhee. “Adopting multiracial or bi-racially in the 

early ‘60s was not heard of. People really looked 

down on that at the time,” [his daughter] Staal 

said…” (see July 14, 2016 issue of Catholic San 

Francisco for full article) 

 

LHEF Harvest Dinner 2016 
La Honda Educational Foundation (LHEF) is proud 

to announce the 5th Annual Harvest Dinner, a farm to 

table event, which is being held on September 17, 

2016 in the La Honda Gardens. Proceeds benefit the 

La Honda and Pescadero students' academic & 

enrichment 

Garden 

programs.           

The La Honda 

School Garden 

Tour is open 

between 4:00 - 

4:45pm. The 

Harvest Dinner 

begins promptly at 5pm. Tickets are $100 per person. 

Childcare will be provided at La Honda Elementary 

between 4:45 - 9pm. Tickets can be purchased via 

PayPal. 

To reserve your seats and pay over the phone please 

email lhefharvestdinner@gmail.com 

 

Spanish Classes in La 

Honda and Pescadero 

ESL class begins 8/30 

Farmers Market is in full swing 

Puente 5K Veggie Run August 21st 

Fall Harvest Fundraiser 
Zumba in La Honda 

Community Health Workers in La Honda 

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh and 

other benefits               (more information on page 2) 

    August 2016  
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Puente (continued from page 1) 

 

Spanish Classes in La Honda and Pescadero 

Pescadero Intermediate courses on Mondays 

beginning 9/12 from 630-830pm 

La Honda Intermediate classes on 

Mondays beginning 10/3 - 6-7pm 

La Honda Beginner classes on 

Tuesdays beginning 10/4 from 6-

730pm.     Individuals should contact Lizeth for more 

information at lhernandez@mypuente.org or call 

650-879-1691. 

ESL classes begin August 30th! 

Anyone interested in learning 

English this fall should contact 

Lizeth Hernandez at 

LHernandez@mypuente.org or call 650-879-1691.  

We have 4 levels of English courses. 

Farmers Market is in full swing! 

 Come on down to buy some fresh, 

local produce and grass-fed meat.  

We are in the courtyard in between 

Cindy's and Norm’s in downtown 

Pescadero Thursdays from 3-7. 

There are children’s activities, live 

music and free bike repair!   

Puente 5K Veggie Run August 21st! 

Mark your calendar and start your 

training!  This year our race is the 

Sunday morning of PAFF 

weekend here in Pescadero. 

Come dressed as your favorite 

fruit or vegetable!  Registration is open:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fourth-annual-puente-

5k-fun-runwalk-tickets-25872527426  Contact Molly 

at mwolfes@mypuente.org for more information 

Fall Harvest Fundraiser 

 Sunday September 25th at 

Harley Farms Goat Dairy 

from 4-6pm.  Appetizers and 

drinks will be served.  We will be honoring long term 

Puente volunteers and supporters.  We will be giving 

away some tickets to community members.  Contact 

Patrick at pletellier@mypuente.org 

Zumba in La Honda 

Wednesdays now from 6-7pm at La 

Honda Elementary.  If you want to 

be on the Zumba mailing list, email Molly at 

mwolfes@mypuente.org 

Note: Zumba will be on summer break and resume 

classes on Wednesday, August 24. 

Community Health Workers in La Honda 

Join us in welcoming community members Betsy, 

Dan and Samantha as Community Health Workers!  

You may notice more activity at the Puente La 

Honda office these days - if you see that it’s open, 

pop in and say hello to meet them!  They will be 

working on supporting community members with 

health issues as well as disseminating useful health 

information.  Any questions can be referred to Molly 

at mwolfes@mypuente.org 

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh 

and other benefits available at Puente! 

Know someone that needs 

health insurance or food 

stamps, or need it for yourself 

and/or your family? Tired of 

driving over the hill to do everything?  Puente can 

help!   

Appointments are available every weekday including 

evening appointments on Tuesdays and Thursdays in 

Pescadero. 

We offer enrollment into and support for the 

following programs, and others: 

-Medi-Cal, -Covered California, -ACE & DHC (for 

low-income undocumented individuals), -CalFresh 

(food stamps) 

Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make 

an appointment.  Or, drop on by and visit on 

Thursday evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in 

La Honda, next to the Post Office! 

Update on the Broadcast Spraying of 

Herbicides on Our Roadways   

by Lynnette Vega 

It's truly admirable 

that San Mateo 

County Department 

of Public Works 

has listened to the 

community and is 

doing such a great 

job mowing county roads instead of spraying.  One 

wonders, then, why Caltrans can't do the same on 

highways 84, 35 and coast highway #1.  Despite 

promises to the contrary, we still have no idea when, 

where or what they will choose to spray.  If you have 

a "NO SPRAY" sign, we encourage you to keep it 

posted all year round.  If you would like to download 

a NO SPRAY sign to post along your own highway 

frontage, go to http://www.protectourwatershed.org .  

If you would like a laminated sign on a recycled 

wood post, contact us through our website.  Our 

thanks to those who have signed our petition.  We 

now have more than 700 signatures -- and it's not too 

late to sign it on our website. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fourth-annual-puente-5k-fun-runwalk-tickets-25872527426
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fourth-annual-puente-5k-fun-runwalk-tickets-25872527426
mailto:mwolfes@mypuente.org
http://www.protectourwatershed.org/
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Coots and Gophers 
by Denis Shaw 

As summer’s activities at the pool and the 

playground go into full swing, surprising activities 

are happening at the Lake. 

     Here are new arrivals on land and water. On land, 

mounds of fresh dirt are being excavated for new 

tunnels enjoyed by a local gopher. And on the lake, 

there is 

much 

chirping and 

commotion 

from a new 

family of 

baby Coots. 

 

young coot 

I now understand why Master Coot has been so 

aggressive for months, threatening all competition, 

claiming reign on Reflection Lake. His dominating 

activity is readily explained. He was making space 

for a new generation of bullies. I am convinced he is 

responsible for the elimination of all but one of the 

last group of baby Mallards. I have even witnessed 

him harassing the Green Herons, as well. 

     The Coots are diving ducks that feed off plant life 

in the water, frequently diving to graze. They also 

graze on land. There is certainly enough fodder to 

feed a family of four and more. They still attack any 

intrusions on their habitat. 

     I am not sure which of the mature Coots is the 

father or the mother, as they are extremely similar in 

appearance, but two are attending to four little ones. 

The chicks are unmistakable due to their red, yellow, 

orange and blue face shield, the spiky tufts of grey 

body pinfeathers, and their large greenish webbed 

feet. A prehistoric looking monster in the making! 

Soon the colorful face shield fades to grey, then 

white, and the grey feathers become black when 

mature. 

     Mom and dad are no prize either, with dark red 

eyes, slate black coat feathers, a white face shield, 

and a red swelling in the middle of their forehead. 

Gregarious is a generous description of these 

chicken-sized monsters. Phantom of the Opera comes 

to mind. 

     They can be amusing to watch, attacking all 

moving things, and each other. As they paddle about, 

they have a charming habit of bobbing their head 

back and forth. In attack mode, the head is down, and 

the rear is up, grandly showing the white patch of 

feathers under the tail. 

     On land, we have fur instead of feather. Fresh 

gopher mounds indicate subterranean activities along 

the edge of the lake. Popping his head out and back 

so quickly, this sleek, furry brown creature is 

burrowing tunnels, and totally unperturbed by the 

flock of Mallards and Coots traipsing about. I have 

often seen the Great Blue Heron up on land in the 

search of a gopher treat. 

     Gophers are sleek brown mammals, 5 to 6 inches 

long, and very unsociable. They have large cheek 

pouches that carry food, which makes them look 

rather 

peculiar. 

They have 

strong, sharp 

buck-teeth, 

clawed feet, 

and tiny eyes 

and ears. 

 

gopher 

     I was alarmed to read in my research that they 

have only a 28 day gestation period, capable of 

producing one to five little ones per litter, 

approximately three times a year. Yikes! Does that 

mean an extended colony at the Lake before winter? 

     Every summer on Reflection Lake brings new 

growth - more algae, more water plants that thrive in 

the warmer, shallow water, more spreading 

waterlilies, new, constantly encroaching cattails, and 

new generations of dragonflies, frogs, turtles, and lots 

of bugs. 

     The remaining, floating platforms are ideal for the 

turtles and the daily visiting Cormorants. All seems 

healthy, and thriving, a wonderment of wildlife at our 

doorstep. 

 

Celebration of Life for Gitti Jordan 
(from message board #53769)  

“Gitti Jordan, wife of Bob Irwin, passed away in 

May. Gitti and Bob have lived in La Honda since 

moving here in 1989. Gitti fell in love with the sun-

drenched lot at first sight. And it didn’t hurt that one 

of the former owners, Suzanne Schmidt, was also a 

gardener and native German. In the intervening years 

Gitti and Bob transformed both the house and the 

large garden to reflect their own interests and tastes. 

And it was in her house and garden, her castle as she 

called it, where she chose to spend her final days. 

     We are planning an informal gathering to 

celebrate her life on Sunday, September 18th, at their 

home, from 1-4.   People who knew Gitti, or know 

Bob are welcome to come; please bring a snack or 

beverage to share.  Due to extremely limited parking, 

walking to the house from the duck pond is 

encouraged.” 
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La Honda Fire Brigade - Introducing…… 
by Joyce Converse 

 ---- I think it should have a name.  Fire Engine is too 

mundane and this machine is anything BUT!  The 

simplest way to describe it is that it has the capacity 

of a large truck in a smaller package.  It is 27-1/2 feet 

long and weighs 40,000 pounds.  

     The Pierce Company in Wisconsin is a million 

square foot facility on a 63-acre campus that 

produces fire engines according to specifications 

from all over the world.  The Department's apparatus 

committee was led by Captain Peter Panofsky and 

included Chief Ari Delay, Assistant Chief Paul 

Long, Firefighter Amy Johnson and Firefighter 

Rory Doolin.  Together they developed detailed 

specifications -- basically a book -- describing the 

specifics of this machine which is designed to suit the 

needs of our extended community -- all the areas 

LHVFB serves.  Here are some of the high points: 

     1.  It has the shortest wheel base available so that 

its turning radius is functional for our narrow, 

winding, often hilly roads and streets. 

     2.  It has shorter-than-usual front and rear 

bumpers that tilt somewhat upward so that it can go 

up (and back down) steep driveways.  I think there 

are quite a few of those around.  

     3.  It can seat six firefighters (two in the front, 

four in the rear) as opposed to the three that are 

crowded into the front of the current machine. 

     4.  In addition to water, it has a compressed air 

foam system (CAFS) that basically mixes water, soap 

and air to stretch the water supply.  The CARBON in 

wood is hydrophobic -- that is, it repels water.  (Who 

knew?)  The addition of the foam multiplies the 

function of the water many times over. There is no 

other front line structure fire engine anywhere in the 

area that has this compressed air foam system.  WE 

have it because water here is at a premium (as 

opposed to Redwood City for instance). 

     5.  There are now "Receivers" near the back 

wheels on both sides.  These are designed as anchors 

for rescuing people who fall off cliffs. It used to take 

a crew five to ten minutes to set up the "anchor" 

which would allow a firefighter to safely get down a 

cliff to rescue someone who had fallen.  Now it is 

immediately ready. 

     6.  Firefighters carry a thermal imaging camera 

that sees through smoke and is currently stored under 

the seat in a box out of reach.  It will now will be 

readily available.  

     7.  Critical for our firefighters are the self-

contained breathing apparatuses-- one for each of the 

six firefighters.  The new engine features seats that 

store the breathing apparatus in them. This is in 

contrast to a compartment on the side of the current 

engine.  These are easily and immediately accessed  

and can be 

worn like 

backpacks. 

     Aside 

from all the 

amazing 

assets 

already 

mentioned, 

take a look 

at the picture.  That smooth steel surface that runs 

through the middle of the inside of the truck is the 

ENGINE!  The thermal imaging camera can be set 

there as well as other tools and equipment. 

     The fire engine we are replacing dates from 1988 

and is fully owned by the County.  Our acquisition of 

this new fire engine is made possible by the 

partnership between the County of San Mateo and the 

La Honda Fire Brigade.  Measure A - a county 

initiated tax from 2012 was intended to maintain and 

replace outdated safety-oriented equipment.  This 

measure supplied $453,000 and the LHVFB raised 

$100,000 locally over the last two years as our 

contribution. This machine will be owned jointly. 

     Final inspection is scheduled for the week of 

August 8th and then the truck will make its way to La 

Honda.  Once outfitted the engine will be placed in 

service at the annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday 

October 16th. You are ALL invited to celebrate this 

milestone in the history of the La Honda Fire 

Brigade.  You'll be able to check it out and toast it 

with some ice cream!!  

 

PAFF-Pescadero Arts & Fun Fest 8/20-21 
The Pescadero Arts and Fun Festival will be 

Saturday/Sunday August 20-21 from 10am-6pm. The 

festival will feature live music, handmade crafts, 

country cooking, raffle, kids area, & SCAA fine arts 

show. http://www.pescaderoartsandfunfestival.org/ 

for more information and band line-up. 

 

New Principal at LHES    
from Kristen Lindstrom - School started on August 

11 and we have hired a new principal, Liz Morgan. 

We hope that you will give her a big La Honda 

welcome! Liz comes to us from the Ravenswood 

Elementary School District where she served as a 

teacher and administrator for nine years. She is a 

local La Honda resident as well.  I will be 

transitioning into an administrative position at the La 

Honda-Pescadero Unified School District. Thanks so 

much for your continued support. I will continue 

working with the La Honda Ed. Foundation, so will 

be in touch.  

 

http://www.pescaderoartsandfunfestival.org/
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Help the La 

Honda Voice 
Interested in writing 

or helping in other 

ways to keep this 

paper going? This 

paper has been 

created and 

published entirely by 

volunteers of the 

Community and 

printed by the 

generosity of 

Puente.   

Contact Bob 

Dougherty at 

747.0102 or 

voice@lahonda.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for everyone who made the Cuesta La 

Honda 4th of July Picnic a success! 

 

mailto:cwiley@ymcasf.org
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Considerably fewer homes have sold in La Honda this year compared with the same period last year. 

1/1/16 – 7/31/16 there were 6 closed sales and  1/1/15 – 7/31/15  there were 16 closed sales 

There are 9 active listings, and an additional 2 listings that are pending sales in the greater La Honda area. 

Even though we have a handful of available homes for sale, we still have a great need for new listings for those active buyers 

who have not found their dream home yet.  Buyers are preferring turn-key homes these days.  If you are thinking about 

selling, consult with your favorite local agent about how to prepare your home to be the most attractive listing on the market.  

If you are a contractor or handy person, there are a couple of gems awaiting your expertise.  

  
 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 

your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 

Broker Associate 

BRE# 01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 

ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/


 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

August 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 
Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

 

3 cancelled - 

Zumba@LHES  

6-7pm with Siobhan 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 
 

 

 

  4  

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices: TBA @7-9pm 

5 6 

AJs: Blind Uncle Harry 

@9:30pm 

 

 

 

7 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

8 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

 

 

 

9 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

 

10 

cancelled - 

Zumba@LHES  

6-7pm with Siobhan 

 

11  

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices: Pat Nevins @7-9pm 

 

First Day of School 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 AJs:  

TBA@9:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

14 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

 

 

15 

Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

16 

Bookmobile, 12-

2pm @ Market 

17 cancelled - 

Zumba@LHES  

6-7pm with Siobhan 

 

Cuesta BOD Meet - 
8:00p open session 

 

 

 

18 

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

Alices; Kerry Wing @7-9pm 

 

  

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

AJs:  
GreenSmith@9:30pm 

PAFF-Pescadero Arts 

& Fun Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

21 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 

Puente 5K Veggie 

Run 

PAFF-Pescadero 

Arts & Fun Festival 
 

 

 
 

  

 

22 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

 

 

 

23 

Bookmobile, 
11:45-1:15pm 

@LHES; 1:45-2:30 

@Market  

 

24 
Zumba@LHES  

6-7pm with Siobhan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p, 

Clubhouse 

 

- Alices; Mystic Cowboy 

@7-9pm 

 

 

26 

 

27 

AJs:  TBA @9:30p 

 

 

28 

Second Harvest 

Food, OLR Church, 

12-1:30pm 
 

 
 

29 

Yoga with Mary@ 

Clubhouse 4-5:30p 

 

 

 

30 

 

31 

 

Lit Night - 7pm 

Restaurant 

 

 
 

 

The La 
Honda  
Voice 

 

Note: Events on this calendar are 

subject to change. More current 

information may be available from 

the by calling the venue:                       

Alice’s - 851-0303     AJ’s - 747-0331 


