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Scott Cooper and the Ghosts of La Honda
’Tis the Season…Celebrate, Decorate
Naturally by Denis Shaw
As the shorter autumn days find the temperatures
dipping close to freezing, frost can be found in those
shady damp spots about town. Crystals of frost cover
fallen leaves like bristly white hairs. ’Tis the season!
Some of our native Big Leaf Maple trees (Acer
macrophyllum) still retain their bright yellow leaves
along Route 84, but most have lost their leaves in the
more open exposed areas. My good friend, now
deceased, Yvonne Whitley showed me a marvelous
way to capture those huge Maple leaves into a
stunning wreath for the front door. Those giant leaves
are quite resilient, and last for years without pressing
or preserving. Gathering them, even with their
defects, and tying them into groups of ten or more,
then assembling them on a circle of wire to make a
wreath has been a fun project every December.
(continued on page 3)

Scott Cooper let the La Honda Voice know that he,
“just released a new CD with a song about La
Honda. The CD is called "Batik in Blue" and the
song is a pair of tunes called the La Honda Suite
featuring an instrumental prelude called "Walk in the
Woods" followed by the hit "Ghosts of La Honda."
‘Batik in Blue’ is the follow-up from his first CD
which reached #5 on the jam band radio charts. I play
bass in the Gary Gates Band but also play in a few
other bands including my own band Scott Cooper &
the Barrelmakers, which played at the La Honda Fair
last summer.”
To listen to the CD, visit:
http://scottcooperjams.bandcamp.com/album/batikin-blue
To read about the CD, visit this web site:
www.scottyandthebarrelmakers.com”

Maple leaves Wreath

Puente
Events
and
Activities!
*Donate to Puente this Holiday Season
*Puente Community Posada
*Health Insurance, CalFresh and other benefits
available at Puente, including appointments in La
Honda! …see page 2 for details

The La Honda Holiday Arts and
Crafts Faire is Sunday, December 6
from 10 AM till 4 PM in the La Honda
Fire station.
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November 1st!!)
-ACE & DHC (for low-income undocumented
individuals)
-CalFresh (food stamps)

Puente Events (continued from page 1)
Donate to Puente this Holiday Season
Help Puente
support south
coast families this
holiday season by
making a
donation. Your
contribution will
help us purchase gift cards for needy families,
sleeping bags & socks for farm workers, and much
more. You can make a cash donation at
www.mypuente.org.

Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make
an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit on Thursday
evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in La Honda,
next to the Post Office!

Summer Burn Ban Lifted
The ban on
open burning
in the rural
portions of San
Mateo County
has been lifted.
This means
that property
owners and
residents can
resume normal
LEGAL open burning practices. Some important
things to remember before you burn include:
1) You may not burn on “no burn days”. In our area,
these are determined by the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District. You may also call your nearest
County Fire/Calfire station to check the daily status.
2) You may only burn natural, dry vegetation from
on your property which cannot be practically
removed in any other way.
3) You may not burn dimensional lumber, trash,
garbage, hazardous materials, etc. NO
EXCEPTIONS!
4) Burn piles must be kept to a maximum size of 4
feet in diameter.
5) You must have a water supply such as a garden
hose ready. A shovel is also recommended.
6) You are liable for any damage caused by your fire
including but not limited to run-away fires and smoke
damage.
7) You may be cited for any violations.
More information can be found at:
http://www.lahondafire.org/summer-burn-ban-lifted/)

Puente Community Posada
Join us on
December 18
at 5:30pm for
Posada
Comunitaria
(a traditional
Mexican
Christmas
celebration).
Program
begins at Pescadero Community Church (363 Stage
Road), followed by the traditional procession of
Mary, Joseph and the community, and ending with a
live Nativity and program at Saint Anthony’s Church
(696 North Street). The celebration continues at
6:15pm with a visit from Santa, tamales, and hot
drinks in the multi-purpose room at Pescadero
Elementary School (620 North Street).
Health
Insurance,
Covered
California,
CalFresh and
other benefits
at Puente, with
appointments in La Honda!
Know someone that needs health insurance or food
stamps, or need it for yourself and/or your family?
Tired of driving over the hill to do everything?
Puente can help!
Appointments are available every weekday including
evening appointments on Thursdays in La Honda
and evening appointments Tuesdays and Thursdays
in Pescadero to help accommodate busy schedules.

OLR Christmas Potluck and Bingo
Please join us at Our Lady of Refuge on
Saturday evening 12/5 at 6:00 pm for our annual
Christmas Potluck and Bingo. Bring a dish to
share and expect to have a great time! Everyone
is welcome! No RSVP needed!

We offer enrollment info and support for the
following programs, and others:
-Medi-Cal
-Covered California (Open enrollment began on
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Our Lady of Refuge Catholic Church

’Tis the Season…(continued from page 1)
Adding other features like a bow, cones, or berries
makes it the perfect holiday wreath. I have brought
previous ones into the house after the holidays as a
wall decoration, and they have lasted for years.
The decorative berries can be found locally, too.
Toyon, called Christmas Berry, or Holly Berry,
(Heteromeles arbutifolia) grows throughout the
coastal range, and can be seen along most of our
trails. It is mostly a large shrub that seems
comfortable amongst the oak woodland setting. There
are stories that the name Hollywood was associated
with this plant as it is so prolific around Los Angeles.
A law was passed in the1920s regulating the picking
of its berries because it became too popular as a
holiday decoration, and today, it is the official native
plant of the city of LA.

in the spring, and is great for drought resistant
erosion control. It prefers dampness and canyons.
This year’s fruit production is rather skimpy, but
bowls of the shiny seeds removed from its husk, are
decorative. The local Indians used them to stun fish
while fishing, but some also eat them. As I hike, I see
empty husks and nuts with teeth marks, so
assume…squirrels, or deer? Do not try them without
leaching the toxins, they are considered poisonous.
It goes without mentioning, the evergreen bows of
Douglas Fir and Redwood can add a fragrance to any
doorway, table display, or window sill. Even the Bay
Laurel can add some scents to a display.
The holiday season has begun. Our La Honda trails
are already decorated with red berries, evergreens
bows, horse chestnut ornaments, and the green gray
lichen hanging like ice cycles. Enjoy the season with
a brisk walk!

LHEF Christmas Trees for Sales @ Alices

Madrone berries
They are not to be confused with the orange red
berries of the Madrone tree (Arbutus menziesii),
which grows into a good sized tree. This magnificent
tree has reddish orange bark that peels away in huge
flakes revealing a smooth green skin underneath.
They have drooping clusters of berries that are not as
red as the Toyon. There are far fewer of these guys
along our trails. This is a delicate tree that is
declining in our area, due to competition from other,
more aggressive trees, and civilization itself. Its seeds
need fire to sprout.

From Angie Quinn:
“Just to let you know that the La Honda Educational
Foundation will once again be selling Christmas
Trees next to Alice's Restaurant (many thanks to
Andy and Jamie) at Skyline Blvd. & Highway 84.
Sales will run from November 27th through
December 20th, 9am - 4pm. LHEF staff will be on
site all weekends during this time frame. Alice's staff
will assist sales weekdays if you can't make it on the
weekend but you will need to pay with cash or check
made payable to LHEF.
There will be a variety of types and sizes - Local
Douglas Firs, Noble Firs & Silvertips as well as
Garlands and Wreaths.
These sales will benefit La Honda Elementary
School.

Buckeye chestnuts
Another seasonal favorite is the Buckeye tree. At this
time of year it has lost all its leaves, but the huge
horse chestnuts remain, dangling like Christmas
ornaments. This spreading, multi-trunked tree has
silvery white bark, those sweet scented flower spikes

Thank you for your continued support!”
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burgdorferi and B. miyamotoi–that are transmitted by
the western black-legged tick,
Ixodes pacificus.
<=western black-legged tick

Earthquake fault near Diablo Canyon
Power Plant links to San Gregorio fault

You can read the full article
here:
http://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0134812

1978 La Honda Trader’s Guide
(excerpt from http://www.ksby.com/story/
30634531/earthquake-fault-near-diablo-canyonpower-plant-links-to-second-fault )
Earthquake research shows there is potential for a
bigger earthquake than once thought near Diablo
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant.
The U.S. Geological Survey has found that an
earthquake fault near the plant is linked to another
seismic fault farther north.
The USGS says faults located within five
kilometers of one another could potentially move
together and produce stronger shaking. Diablo
Canyon is situated near two major faults, the Hosgri
Fault and San Gregorio Fault -- a 250-mile strand.
"If the Hosgri and the San Gregorio faults are
truly linked in a straight line, then if you totally
maxed out all parameters, worst case scenario, you
would be something in the neighborhood of
(magnitude) 7.7 size," says Cal Poly Associate
Professor of Geology & Geophysics John Jasbinsek.

Pix of Neil at his Ranch
There is a pinterest site that has quite a few photos of
Neil at his LH ranch: https://www.pinterest.com/
cinnamonsageb/the-ranch~la-honda/

Mary Bordi sent the La Honda Voice a Christmas
edition flyer from a 1978 publication called the
“Trader's Guide” published by the Church in the
Redwoods, No articles in it, just ads, but still fun to
look through to see what remains and what changed.

Puente prepares for “Godzilla” El Niño
storm season
Out on the South Coast, weather predictions of a
“Godzilla” El Niño storm season are more than a
little unsettling. Long-timers remember the last El
Niño winter in 1998, and the disasters it wrought on
the communities of Pescadero, La Honda and
surrounding areas.
Puente is working with the county to anticipate the
gaps in First Aid, shelter and communication that will
ensue in a major El Niño event.
Puente, and the South Coast, are getting help from
the best possible source: the San Mateo County
Office of Emergency Services, or OES. For more
information about disaster preparedness, contact Ben
Ranz at Puente at branz@mypuente.org

Neil playing his Strat on his ranch – 1973

Ticks in the La Honda Area
Thanks to Jill Briggs to point out on the LH Message
Board about a recent study that references ticks that
can transmit human pathogens found near the nearby
Thornewood Open Space and Windy Hill trails. The
pathogens noted were the Borrelia genus–B.
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The La Honda
Voice News Sources
The La Honda Voice uses
a variety of sources,
including articles written
by local writers
exclusively for this
publication and short
excerpts from other
sources. Links are always
provided for these other
sources and the intention
is for the reader to read
the entire article from the
original source. It is
important that the La
Honda Voice readers
support these other
publications!

Help the La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com

La Honda Pottery will be open 12-5pm
weekends until Christmas =========
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

2016 Calendars are at the Post Office and in the Magazine Rack outside Intero Real Estate Office.
Interesting 5-Year History of LH Real Estate Sales for Homes (vacant land not included)
2015 28 sales (23 closed, 5 pending as of Dec 1)
2014 16 sales
2013 18 sales
2012 19 sales

Happy Holidays to all.

2011 20 sales
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LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

Call or Text 408-250-3339
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December 2015
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

The La
Honda
Voice
6 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm
La Honda Arts &
Crafts Faire – 10-4p
OLR Potluck – 6pm

13
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

20
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

27
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

TUESDAY

Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

WEDNESDAY
2
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Lisa
Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse
Alices; Gary Gates and Rick
Sigman@7-9p

4
5
AJs:
Jack and the
Hitchhikers @9:30p

7
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

8
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES

9
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Lisa

10
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse
Alices Age of Reason@7-9p

11

14
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

15
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

16
Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Lisa

17
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse
Alices; Mystic Cowboy @79pm

18
Puente
Posada
5:30pm,
Pescadero

21
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

22
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES

23
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Lisa
Alices; Special show
with Patrick Nevins
@7-9pm

24
No music at Alice’s – spend
time with family

25

28

29 Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30p

30

31
AJs: Haybale Murphy
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SATURDAY

12
AJs: No Eager Men
and TBA @9:30p
Bookmobile, 11am12:30pm @Market

Merry
Christmas!

19
AJs: Some Awesome
Band@9:30p

26
AJs:
Medicated
Funk@9:30p

Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from
the calendar at www.lahonda.com or
calling the venue:
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s - 747-0331

