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Emergency Prep and the new SMCAlert
by Neil Panton

community will organize some simulated evacuations
to explore what may happen in a real emergency.
Even though a well-planned exercise can go
reasonably well, things quickly get chaotic when
panic sets in.
An early warning system is possibly the best
defense against panic and chaos. Some residents may
have had issues with SMC Alert in the past, but I
encourage everyone to take another look at San
Mateo County’s new Emergency Alert System
(https://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert or
SMCAlert.info). An earlier version was replaced a
few years back and some users got caught in both old
and new systems. The county sent letters to
subscribers to update their accounts, but apparently
response was low. (continued on page 2)

The La Honda community is rightfully discussing
emergency evacuation plans in light of recent
wildland fires in California and several contained
nearby. The sobering loss of life in Concow and
Paradise appear attributable in part to poor
preparedness and lack of communication with
residents. Read the sad and scary story in the Los
Angeles Times:
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-campfire-tictoc-20181118-story.html.
It’s estimated
that only 30%
of residents
had signed up
for an early
alert system.
The town had a
prior
evacuation 10
years ago that
illuminated
their
vulnerabilities,
but few steps
were taken to
rectify the
situation. We
can’t avoid all
disasters, but
odds are
greatly
increased with a bit of planning. I’m hopeful our

La Honda Country Market Toy Drive
Do you have any old
toys you have no space
for? Have your
children outgrown
their toys? Bring them
down to the La Honda
Country Market from
December 3rd to December 20th for our first annual
toy drive.
No toys? No problem - you can always make a cash
donation at the La Honda Country Market from
December 3rd to December 20th
All donations (toys or cash) will be donated to Toys
for Tots at their Page Mill Rd. drop off in Palo Alto.
Happy Holidays ☺

Puente Events
& Activities
- Supporting Puente – Southcoast children and adults
rely on your generosity
- Caregiver Connection schedule
- Low Impact Exercise
(details on page 2)
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Emergency Prep and the new SMCAlert
(continued from page 1)

protected and will not be used for any other purpose
other than emergency notification. You can stop
receiving at any time by removing your contact
information from your profile.

It’s difficult to design large scale systems that will
please everyone, but San Mateo County’s Office of
Emergency Services (OES) has been steadily
improving the system the last two years, listening to
comments from our community and other users of the
system. An efficient system relies on both end-users
and the folks sending out alerts to understand and be
smart about its use.

Why should I enter my address?
When you enter an address, it’s geocoded within the
mapping system. The mapping system allows
emergency personnel to focus alerts to a
specific neighborhood or an entire city. If you don't
include at least one address, you may miss an
important alert. The system allows circles or lines to
be drawn around specific areas rather than just
distance-based notices (ie: 100ft, 500ft). This is
important, because sometimes the nearest neighbors
are fairly far away and should get notice, but the
entire town doesn’t need to know.

Our first responders and emergency coordinators are
the ones who enter information into the system.
During an incident, they make a lot of quick
decisions about their best response. It may involve
attention to saving a life or safety in the immediate
area. Sending a text alert may be a secondary priority.
We may not immediately get all the info we’d like,
but remember, they’re learning to use the system too.

And please, get to know your neighbors! You must
take care of yourself and your family first, but think
about any neighbors who may have mobility issues,
or may not have received an alert. Take a minute or
two to think about who else may need assistance
getting out of the area. Amidst the sad and horrifying
stories from recent fires, heartwarming stories of
rescues and thoughtfulness are beginning to emerge.
Together and informed, we are strong.

SMCAlert
and
NIXLE
For our
part, we
can spend time tailoring alerts to our needs. If you’re
already a subscriber to SMCAlert, log in again and
check your info
https://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert or search
SMCAlert.info. There may be some things you want
to update in your profile. If you haven’t yet
subscribed, there are now a couple of ways to utilize
alerts. If you’re leery of entering a lot of information
into the system, you can now sign up for alerts using
NIXLE. You can subscribe to NIXLE by texting 888777. You won’t need to give an address in order to
receive text alerts.

(continued from
page 1)
Living far from other holiday programs, South Coast
children and adults rely on you, their Puente
community, to make their holiday dreams come
true. We hope you will join us this season. Your
support of Puente in this season help us to provide
vital items such as clothing, food, and gift cards to
community members. Find out more about how you
can help at www.mypuente.org, or call 650-879-1691
The Caregiver Connection continues each Tuesday
morning from 10am–noon at the La Honda Puente
office. Families and caregivers with kids ages 0–5
gather for learning, laughs, music, crafts, snacks and
more! This month’s events include:
12/4:
Reading and Singing with the San Mateo
Library
12/11: Our very own Vanessa Ramirez will be
speaking about “Locus of Control: Is Yours Internal
or External?”
12/18: Pudding Finger paint
12/25 and 1/1: no sessions – have a Happy Holiday!

If you subscribe to SMCAlert, you can choose which
number(s) or email(s) you’d like to receive alerts on,
as well as communities of interest in San Mateo
County. I’ve chosen communities along the coast as
well as Skyline, Portola Valley and Woodside. If you
have special skills or equipment that could be utilized
in an emergency you can enter that too. Lastly you
can choose the types of alerts you wish to receive. I
believe everyone receives Public Safety Emergencies
alerts, but you can add Crime Alerts, Wildlife Alerts
(ie: Mountain Lions), and Major Road Closures.

Join us for Low-Impact Exercise with Lynette Vega
on Friday, December 7th and 14th from 10:30–noon at
the La Honda Puente office.

You may register up to five addresses in the alert
system such as your home, work, child's school or a
relative’s residence. The information you provide is
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I am pleased to say that the recent rains did not
dampen the insides at all. Fred added weather
stripping to the top so it is a snug fit, but please
remember to shut the door firmly and latch it.

Ventura Little Library
by Vicki Skinner
A few years ago, I asked my husband to make me a
little library. I first saw one in Berkeley, CA and
sighted a few
more in
several other
places over
the hill. When
we took a trip
this fall for
my birthday, I
even used a
very beautiful
one outside a
restaurant in
Moss Beach.
Imagine my
surprise when
I got home
and there was
the most
perfect little library I’d ever seen sitting on my front
porch. Thanks, Fred!

If you are interested in starting one of your own or
how little libraries originated, go to
littlefreelibrary.org. Happy Reading!
P.S. Would the person who stole the library’s
beautiful blue crystal door knob, please return it? It is
bad Karma to steal from a free library…

Trail closures in Pescadero Creek & Sam
McDonald Parks because of rains

Now, it sits at the corner of Ventura Ave and Entrada
Way packed full of books. It is a bit of an
understatement to say I am a book lover; so to get it
started, I populated it with books from my stuffed
shelves. However, the little library soon took on a life
of its own. La Hondans have been so supportive of it
and have donated many books by a wide variety of
authors. In fact, I read one book left there even
though there were already many library books
stacked by my bed.
I want to
thank all of
you who
have
donated.
However,
please do
remember to
take as many
as you
donate as the
library is
quite full. Fred says we should add an annex!
Please no outdated magazines, and let’s stick to
books in good condition. Kids books are welcome,
too! Also, please write comments, book reviews, or
suggested improvements in the notebook inside the
little library box.

(from https://parks.smcgov.org/press-release/trailclosures-pescadero-creek-sam-mcdonald-parks )
The following trails in Pescadero Creek
Park and Sam McDonald Park are subject to full or
partial closure.
Pescadero Creek Park
•

Portola Trail, near Fall Creek, is closed due to major
storm damage.

•

Single track trails are in the process of being reopened to horses as soil and trail conditions allow.
Recently re-opened trails are: Pomponio, Bear Ridge,
Shingle Mill, Tarwater (fire road section), Canyon,
Ocean View. Jones Gulch, Parke Gulch Grove, and
the south end of East Brook.
Pescadero Creek & Sam McDonald Parks

•
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West Brook Trail, which passes from Towne Trail in
Sam McDonald Park south into Pescadero Creek
Park, is closed due to bridge damage.

(letter dated Nov. 29,
2018)
(Viewpoint of Vicki
Skinner; letter was
also sent directly to
firehouse)

chipper program, I ask that you consider a new
location.
Bless you for all your hard work, and thank you
for listening to my concerns,
Vicki Skinner, Cuesta Resident for 35+ years

Questionably Local News – Paris Hilton
visits earthquake Survivors in San
Gregorio

Concern over Chipper program
Dear Ari and La Honda Volunteer Fire Department,
I very much want to say that I support and admire
your dedication and hard work to make La Honda
Volunteer Fire Brigade the best that it could be. Ari, I
admire your leadership, professionalism, and your
ability to attract young people to work with you.
However, there is one complaint that I need to
voice; it has been a long time brewing, but this year it
hit a wall. I am speaking of the LHVFB Chipper
Program. Since you have “hosted” it in the field
across on Entrada Way, I have objected strongly to
the location. This is a RESIDENTIAL neighborhood.
First, you fence off a place where many residents cut
through or exercise their dogs, secondly you have
unsightly piles of brush and garbage stacked high for
months at a time. People see this as their first view
driving into Cuesta in the summer months. It lowers
the property values and disturbs homeowners with
noise pollution, unsightly and dangerous piles of
brush, and the ruination of a once attractive open
space.
This past summer, it lasted for a lot longer than
usual. I did not make note of the actual time it took
but it seemed like it was there 4 to 8 weeks longer
than normal, many months. I understand that the
LHVFB was doing important work around California
fighting fires, and I think of all firefighters as heroes
in these dangerous times. However, the brush you
guys collect IS A FIRE HAZARD as well as a major
eyesore. Further, there are people who dump
materials illegally under the cover of night or after
collection is over.
The “Clean up” they did this year was the worst
ever. There was so much debris left on the ground in
the form of big sticks, branches and wood chips that
my dogs and I have difficulty walking through it.
And, what about Cuesta’s plan to put in a community
garden? I think this is a much better and more
aesthetically pleasing use.
I think the Chipper Program is an admirable
program although I don’t use it myself. However, I
ask you to consider a different location. The ideal
location, it would seem to me would be NEXT to the
firehouse in that empty lot. It would not be in a
residential neighborhood, easily fenced with no pass
throughs, and able to control a fire more easily if it
should break out.
As a resident who is directly affected by the

(from https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article6383385/Paris-Hilton-visits-Mexican-earthquakesurvivors-San-Gregorio.html)

As the La Honda Voice searches for local news of
significance, it sometimes stumbles across oddly
amusing articles, like this one from the Dailymail
website dated November 13th.
Paris Hilton visited the town of San Gregorio in
support of the local residents devastated by an
earthquake…of course, that is San Gregorio in
Mexico. This earthquake killed 370 and injured more
than 6000 people.
Photos associated with the article show Ms. Hilton
kissing the stomach of a pregnant woman, handing
out Hilton branded cushions, and the photo below
where she handed out and then signed boxes of her
perfume. I’m not sure if the earthquake victims knew
who she was, but she also did donate $350,000, so
kudos to her.
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Home prices keep going up on coast and
across county

Is a struggling California town a victim of
its own charm?

(excerpt from https://www.hmbreview.com/
community/home-prices-keep-going-up-on-coastand-across-county/article_033ed640-e2da-11e8b5ce-037e1a2cc565.html)

(excerpt from https://www.marketplace.org/
2018/11/23/economy/impoverished-california-townvictim-its-own-charm)

“California offers some of the starkest examples of
income inequality in the U.S. It has some of the
nation’s highest personal incomes, but also its highest
poverty rate.
Both sides come face-to-face in San Mateo
County, sandwiched between San Francisco and
Silicon Valley. It is one of the richest counties in
California, but it is also home to one of the state’s
poorest towns: Pescadero…The Census Bureau says
28 percent of the population lives in poverty…
… Wooliever and many other locals say one of the
biggest problems is the very organization that helps
give Pescadero its charm — the Peninsula Open
Space Trust (POST), a 40-year-old non-profit based
in Silicon Valley, which buys up vacant land to
protect it from development… The problem, she
says, is that when POST buys land, it effectively
takes it off of the tax rolls, choking off the main
revenue source for the schools…
… POST’s Walter Moore points
out the organization has
preserved open space. “Is Amy
and the school district saying
they don’t want Butano State
Park or they don’t want the
Pigeon Point Light Station
Historic Park out there? This is
a commonality to every
community in California. They
have protected lands,” he
said…”

“Where else but in expensive San Mateo County
would home prices of $1.3 million be a bargain? But
that’s the case.
If it makes you feel better, the spread between the
coast and the San Mateo County is increasing,
thereby making the coast much more affordable by
comparison. At the end of 2016, the gap was
$461,000, it was $492,000 at the end of 2017 and
now, at the end of the third quarter, its $675,000.
These record highs also have strong price increases
with the county showing an impressive 14 percent
increase over both past 12 months and full year
2017…
… Atherton remains the most expensive, with an
average price of $8.5 million, followed by
Hillsborough, Woodside, Portola Valley, Menlo Park
and Burlingame. The only towns that didn’t make the
million-dollar club so far this year are La Honda,
Loma Mar and Pescadero.”

For a local discussion about the concern about POST
and the tradeoff between open space and a reduction
in our local tax base, go to:
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!topic/lahondadige
st/6_FYg6XHiX4
…the bottom line is that we can’t have it both ways –
we love our open space, but also need to ensure taxes
are sufficient to support our area.
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La Honda Fire Safety Zones Discussion

A Shout Out to manager Carlos Garcia
and the entire staff at the HMB UPS
Store – always friendly, prompt and professional
and the LH Voice printing is always perfect! Thanks!

photo
from the
calfire
blogspot

UPS Store in
HMB

Grant Kern started an important and thoughtful
discussion on the La Honda message board about
fire safety zones around La Honda (discussion starts:
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!topic/lahondadige
st/PEAoP3OoaZk )
Grant said, “The tragedy unfolding in Paradise CA
has got me thinking about Fire Safety Zones. A Fire
Safety Zone is the area where a firefighter or civilian
can survive without using a fire shelter. One area that
comes to mind is the slide area that encompasses
several acres of mowed grass in the summertime.
Another area might be the pond and horse arena. My
question to the community and La Honda Fire
Department is... Should we be improving or creating
safety zones in our community? We realistically only
have one way in and out of Cuesta.
The point I'm trying to make is what do we do if
84 is not an option? The school might work but if I
can get to the school then I'm turning west on 84 and
heading to the coast.
I have been up the road in the watershed area... In
my opinion that's a death trap. It's a steep road midslope and to get there you drive up a drainage and
cross a saddle between two hills covered in fir trees
and chaparral...In fire speak, that's called a chimney.
What happens if the car in front of you gets stuck half
way up that narrow dirt road, cars can't turn around or
one gets stuck trying?
Here an account from one man from Paradise...
He led the caravan of vehicles, which included more
neighbors, down the small roadway, but one of the
cars got stuck and the others following it were
hemmed in as Woodcox continued down the road.
When he turned around, it was too late. Fire had
overtaken the cars, with glass shattering in loud pops,
he said.
Creating safety zones and pressuring neighbors to
do the required fire clearances around their homes,
might create the precious minutes that allow people
to escape. It's worth a serious discussion.”
Thanks, Grant, for starting this discussion and
perhaps the Fire Brigade has suggestions to increase
La Honda’s fire safety without impacting the charm
of our wooded community.

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for
content questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
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More and more Peninsula buyers are discovering that within an hour or two drive, with little traffic on appealing country roads,
they can be in La Honda, Pescadero, Loma Mar, or Half Moon Bay. Whether it is a contemporary home with an ocean view, a
quaint cottage, or a rustic cabin in the redwoods, properties are selling quickly and often with more than one offer and over the
asking price. If you are thinking about selling and would like a valuation, give us a call. We’d be happy to meet you in our
office in La Honda or our office in Half Moon Bay.
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December 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

* The La Honda Voice - Contact Bob Dougherty
voice@lahonda.com. For advertising in the La
Honda Voice, please contact Lisa Mateja of Puente.
* Also see Jaime’s calendar for more events at:
www.thebucolicyogi.com/community-events.html
2 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1

3 Yoga
with Mary
@
Clubhouse,
4-5:30p

4 "Balance, Stretch and Tone Yoga"
with Jamie 10-11:15, LH clubhouse

9 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1
San Gregorio Store:
Flying Salvias, Jones
Gang, 11-5p

10 Yoga
with Mary
@
Clubhouse,
4-5:30p

16 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1
San Greg. Store:
Nervous Pinatas,
West Coast
Ramblers, 11-5p
23/30 Second
Harvest Food, OLR
Church 12-1
San Gregorio Store
– 12/23- TBA and
Robert Powell, 11-5
12/30 – Jay Howlett
and Dan Newitt, 11-5

WED
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
NES
DAY
Note: Events on this calendar are subject to
change. More current information may be
available by calling the venue directly :
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s- 747-0331,
SG Store – 726-0565

SATURDAY
1 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

5

6 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: John Henry’s
Farm, 7-9p
Bookmobile, 3:00 LHPO

7 Exercise
55+ @LH
Puente 1030
San Greg
Store: Mike
Grimes, 5-7

8 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie CH @9a
San Greg Store: George
Kincheloe, Harmony Grits,
Four Shillings for KPFA
11-9p

11 "Balance, Stretch and Tone" with
Jamie 10-11:15, LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connect- 10-12 (Vanessa
Ramirez on “Locus of Control)
Bookmobile, 1-2:30, LHPO

12

13 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 6-7:15
Alices: Vic Martin, 7-9

15 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie
clubhouse, 9am
San Gregorio Store:
Midnight Blue and
Atkinson, etc. 11-5p

17 Yoga
with Mary
@
Clubhouse
4-5:30p

18 "Balance, Stretch and Tone" with
Jamie 10-11:15, LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connect 10-12 -Pudding
Finger paint)
Bookmobile, 1-2:30, LHPO

19

20 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: Nigel Webb, 7-9p
Bookmobile, 3:00 LHPO
Last Day for LHCM Toy
Drive

14 Exercise
55+ @LH
Puente 1030
S.G. Store:
String Beans
Exp., 5-7pm
.
21 Exercise
55+ @LH
Puente
1030-12
(check first)

24/31
Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse
4-5:30p
The 31st is
New
Year’s Eve

25 Merry Christmas
"Balance, Stretch and Tone" with
Jamie 10-11:15, LH clubhouse (check
first)

26
No
Lit
Night
in
Dec.

27 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: T-Ranch and
Professor B, 7-9p

28 San
Greg Store:
Three on a
Tree, 5-7pm
Exercise
55+ @LH
Puente
(check first)

29
San Greg Store: BB
Skeffington and the
Quitters, 11-7pm

Bookmobile, 1-2:30, LHPO

22 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 9am
San Greg Store: Montara
Mtn. Boys and Pathetic
Honey, 11-5p
Last Day to buy Xmas
Tree at Alices

