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The La Honda Voice
 

La Honda in “Purple” Tier Lockdown 
San Mateo 

County, 

including La 

Honda, is now 

in the most 

restrictive tier 

for COVID-

19. 52 out of 

the 58 counties 

in California 

are now in this tier as we enter the holiday 

season. Marin is now the only Bay Area county 

not in the purple tier. New restrictions for San 

Mateo County took effect on November 29th. 

     San Mateo health department reported an 

85% spike in new COVID-19 cases from 

October to November. Both State and local 

governments are again asking the public to wear 

a face mask, frequently wash hands, and social 

distance. A change in the San Mateo County 

purple tier is unlikely before the end of the year.  

     The purple tier (tier 1) means that the county 

is reporting more than 7 new COVID cases a 

day and more than 8% of the public are testing 

positive. Many nonessential business operations 

are now closed, including bars if not serving 

food, many offices (going remote), live audience 

sports, and amusement parks. Outdoor zoos, 

worship, gyms, restaurants can still be open, but 

with winter now here, these changes are difficult 

to effectively implement. 

     Governer Newson has also placed a curfew 

from 10pm to 5am for purple tier counties to last 

at least until December 21st. (Why the COVID-

19 virus becomes more virulent after 10pm isn’t 

clear.) The govenor also announced on 

December 3rd that regions of the State may soon 

receive stay-at-home orders for 3 weeks as 

hospital ICUs approach maximum capacities. 

 

 

Critical Fire Conditions Still Possible

 
( info from https://www.mercurynews.com/ 

2020/12/02/critical-fire-weather-conditions-possible-

this-weekend-in-bay-area/)   

     A critical fire condition is still possible here in the 

next few days because of the unseasonably dry 

weather. Many Bay Area residents had assumed the 

fire season was over after we had a winter rain storm 

two weeks ago, but since then the weather has 

remained sunny.  

     The National Weather Service said their computer 

models are showing gusty offshore winds starting 

Sunday (12/6). The ground has become dry and there 

is no rain in the forecast for at least the next week. 

Southern California has already issued a Red Flag 

alert for parts of Sothern California, expecting 75 

mile per hour Santa Ana winds. 

 

 

 

 

Puente Activities & Events 

Free COVID Testing is available at a number of 

locations on the Coastside. 

Career opportunities at Puente: 

     Community Health Promoter, Bilingual Parent 

Co-op Lead Teacher, Clinical Director: Behavioral 

Health and Recovery Services Program  

(more information on page 2) 

December 2020 - Always Free! 
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Puente (continued from page 1) 

Free COVID Testing: 

is available in a number of 

locations on the Coastside. 

Tuesday, December 8th from 4pm - 6:30pm 

in the district board room at Pescadero High School, 

360 Butano Cutoff, Pescadero CA 94060 

Visit https://curative.com/sites/8639, or call Puente at 

650-879-1691 to make an appointment. 

Testing will be held at Pescadero High School on the 

2nd Tuesday of each month. 

Mobile testing at local farms and ranches will 

continue on rotation. 

The City of Half 

Moon Bay is 

also offering 

testing through 

Curative. 

Every Monday, 

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 

p.m. - Ted Adcock Community Center. 535 Kelly 

Avenue, Half Moon Bay. Register for an appointment 

at: https://curative.com/sites/9156 or call 1 (888) 

777-1690 between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., each 

Tuesday through Saturday. 

     San Mateo County is also offering testing in 

numerous locations throughout the county.  More 

information about times, locations, and scheduling 

appointments is available at www.smcgov.org/testing. 

 

Puente has worked to support the 

local community through the 

difficulties of 2020—from pandemic 

and wildfires, to the logistic, economic, and health 

challenges that many have faced as a result, Puente’s 

health, safety net, and educational programs have 

been there to help make life a little easier for many 

families and individuals on the South Coast. 

     You can find out more about the programs and 

services available through Puente at 

www.mypuente.org. You can also get more 

information or schedule appointments by calling 650-

879-1691 

     To provide these services, Puente relies in large 

part on the support of community members like you, 

and every little bit helps. Visit www.mypuente.org to 

learn about ways you can help support Puente’s vital 

efforts on the South Coast. 

 

Career opportunities at Puente: 

     Bilingual Parent Co-op Lead Teacher  

Puente de la Costa Sur is seeking a creative, 

energetic, experienced early childhood Lead Teacher 

to join our Bilingual Parent Cooperative teaching 

team. We are looking for candidates who understand 

the value of play and demonstrate a commitment to 

working with young children and families, 

enthusiasm, flexibility, 

and an understanding of 

the complexities of 

running a bilingual 

program. A successful 

candidate must be 

knowledgeable about early childhood development 

and developmentally appropriate curricula and have 

strong communication skills (English and Spanish).  
     Community Health Promoter 

The Community Health Promoter is responsible for 

supporting Physical Wellness programs to decrease 

health disparities for the South Coast community. 

The Health Promoter works closely with the 

Community Health Associate to help coordinate 

programs and services; provide limited case 

management; and maintain data.  
     Clinical Director: Behavioral Health and 

Recovery Services Program  

Puente is seeking a clinical director to oversee its out-

patient Behavioral Health and Recovery Services 

(BHRS) Program. This role includes supervision of 

the clinical team, implementing community programs 

to address trauma, increasing community knowledge 

and access to services, and working collaboratively 

with local schools and programs to provide 

responsive, trauma-informed services.  
     To Apply:  

Puente offers a competitive salary and benefits 

package. Please e-mail cover letter, resume, and three 

references to Lisa Mateja, Human Resources and 

Administration Specialist, at lmateja@mypuente.org. 

 

Body Found on Skyline  
(some info from: https://www.ktvu.com/news/body-

found-in-vehicle-along-san-mateo-county-highway) 

For those who received a 

text or email from the 

smcalert system on 

December 1st and 

wondered why Skyline 

Boulevard had been 

closed until the following day, it was because a body 

was found near Burleigh Murray Ranch State Park. 

     The body was found near a parked car in an 

isolated area by two people who had stopped to enjoy 

the view there. The body had been deceased for some 

time. 

     The body was later identified as Eddy Cervantes, 

40, of East Palo Alto. The San Mateo County Sheriff 

office is treating it as a homicide.  

     Anyone with information about the case is asked 

to call (650) 599-1536. 

Visit%20https:/curative.com/sites/8639
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ted+Adcock+Community+Center/@37.4646526,-122.4343588,600m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x808f74b30413a681:0xd6b6f4b084b1ca78!8m2!3d37.4646526!4d-122.4321701
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ted+Adcock+Community+Center/@37.4646526,-122.4343588,600m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x808f74b30413a681:0xd6b6f4b084b1ca78!8m2!3d37.4646526!4d-122.4321701
https://curative.com/sites/9156
https://mypuente.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=971e28a991eb1f337ebfed71c&id=58da1ff13d&e=bee36b2ed4
http://www.mypuente.org/
http://www.mypuente.org/
mailto:lmateja@mypuente.org
https://www.ktvu.com/news/body-found-in-vehicle-along-san-mateo-county-highway
https://www.ktvu.com/news/body-found-in-vehicle-along-san-mateo-county-highway
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La Honda Fire Brigade Membership 

Drive and Swag Sale - Sat. Dec. 5 
     We were not able to 

have our normal 

Holiday Faire this year 

of course, but we 

wanted to do something 

to celebrate the 

holidays with our 

community. 

     So, this Saturday, 

we are having a 

membership drive and XMAS Swag sale, from 10am 

to 4pm, next to the Puente Office.  Join as a new 

member and you get a free Swag.  Membership 

requirement is a $60 or more donation.  Or come buy 

a Swag and make the donation of your choice.  All 

will be COVID safe 

distancing.  Face 

Masks a must! 

     This is not just a 

Swag.  They are 

handmade, 

commemorative  

La Honda Fire 

Brigade Swags.   

 

See image left for the 

Swag. 

      

      

     And your 

donation is for a very special new fundraiser that we 

are kicking off at this event: the purchase of a Type 5 

Fire Engine that is capable of travelling through our 

tough terrains, fire roads and bridges that a normal 

fire truck cannot access.  It can carry up to 400 

gallons of water, foam and lots of fire 

equipment.  The South Skyline Association 

has offered us a $25K matching fund grant towards 

the purchase of this truck.  We need to raise $25K to 

get the SSA matching funds. 

     So come by, hear more about our fabulous new 

Type 5 Fire Truck, and help us kick off this very 

important fundraiser.  And, if you are not yet a 

member of the Fire Brigade, now is your chance to 

join and get a free swag. 

     Hope to see you on Saturday.  Thanks for your 

continued support of the La Honda Fire Brigade. 

(note you can also join/donate at 

https://www.lahondafire.org/ ) 

 

(Posted by Pat O'Coffey, President La Honda Fire 

Brigade) 

 

The New La Honda Post Office is Ready 

for Business 
Thank you to Postmaster Jonathan and Jack for 

successfully transitioning to our new, larger post 

office. 

 
Inside the New La Honda Post Office 

     Jack has some additional information if you 

haven’t been by the Post Office in awhile:  

“We are now back in our regular location as of today. 

So no longer will the restaurant be our point of 

operation. 

     Things You Should Know: 

We have new PO Boxes, so while everyone still has 

their same box number, the boxes themselves are new 

and more secure, so everyone will need to pick up 

new keys from us to be able to access your mail. 

Drop off your old keys to us and get new ones! 

     Some of your boxes may not be in the same 

location as previously. So be prepared to be confused 

a little at first.  

     Soon we will be using our new parcel lockers so 

some of you can get packages after business hours. 

We will wait a bit until most of you have your new 

keys before putting that into action.” 

 

Structure Fire in Cuesta 
     There was a structure fire near the intersection of 

Redwood Drive and Sequoia Drive on November 

30th. There were no injuries and the cause of the fire 

is under investigation. Please remain vigilant during 

the latter 

part of fire 

season. 

  

Photo 

provided 

by Vicki 

Skinner 

 

 

 

https://www.lahondafire.org/
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Black Lives Matter (BLM) 

Demonstrations 
     BLM demonstrations are sponsored by La Honda 

Indivisible. Pescadero has been added as a new 

location.  Demonstrations are every Saturday at noon, 

weather permitting.  

December 5th - San Gregorio 

December 12th - La Honda 

December 19th   - Skylonda 

December 26th   - Half Moon Bay 

 

Sandi Poss at 

recent 

demonstration  

(photo 

provided by 

Vicki Skinner) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locations: 

Half Moon Bay - corner of Main Street and State 

Route 92 

La Honda - 8865 La Honda Rd, La Honda, CA 

San Gregorio - corner of Stage Road and Hwy 84   

Skylonda - Corner of La Honda Road and Skyline 

Blvd, Woodside, CA 

Pescadero – Intersection of Stage Road and 

Pescadero Road 

 

California Shields Homeowners in Fire 

Areas from Property Insurance Denials 

(including La Honda) 
“On the heels of 

worst fire season 

in California 

history and a 

dramatic increase 

in residential 

property insurance 

denials in fire-risk 

areas, the state’s 

insurance 

commissioner on Thursday expanded a moratorium on 

non-renewals and denials that he says will affect more 

than 2 million policy holders, many in the Bay Area.” 

[including La Honda] 

  “The areas covered by the moratorium are those in or 

beside officially declared wildfire disasters occurring 

since passage of the Wildfire Safety and Recovery Act 

in 2018. While existing law protected residential 

holders of property insurance whose homes were 

completely destroyed by fire, the 2018 act extended 

the restrictions to those living in and near fire-

emergency areas [until November 6, 2021]…” 

     “…The homeowners insurance marketplace is in a 

state of really significant dysfunction right now, with 

insurance companies not writing new policies in some 

areas at any price, and wanting to not renew policies 

where they can because the risk of loss is so 

substantial,” [Steve]Young [general counsel for the 

Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of 

California] said.” 

     The November 6, 2020 bulletin from 

the California Insurance Commissioner 

states, “An insurer shall not cancel or 

refuse to renew a policy of residential 

property insurance for a property located 

in any ZIP Code within or adjacent to the 

fire perimeter, for one year after the 

declaration of a state of emergency as 

defined in Section 8558 of the 

Government Code, based solely on the 

fact that the insured structure is located in 

an area in which a wildfire has occurred. 

This prohibition applies to all policies of 

residential property insurance in effect at 

the time of the declared emergency.” 

(excerpts from 

tps://www.mercurynews.com/ 

2020/11/05/california-shields-millions-of-

homeowners-in-fire-areas-from-property-

insurance-denials/) 
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The Key to La Honda 
by Christine Page 

     I’ve heard people say, “Why go to La Honda?” 

My family and friends have driven past the area 

without giving it a second thought. Nestled deep in 

the redwoods close to the Pacific Ocean, La Honda 

is surrounded by natural beauty. It is true step back in 

time, devoid of strip malls and fast-food chains. La 

Honda is unknown to many, but everything to an 

enlightened few.    
 Once upon a time there was a jovial 

lumberjack, and jack-of-all-trades, named Jim. 

According to legend, “Big Jim” carved the key to La 

Honda on the front porch of Applejack’s. He 

presented the key to Normand Provost as a gift while 

declaring him Lord Mayor of La Honda. When Norm 

left La Honda for Maine, the key remained in Bill’s 

care at Peekaboo Ranch for some time. 

  To truly experience La Honda, one must 

obtain the key. The first way to do so, if you are not 

“Big Jim” and cannot swing from the top of tall 

redwood trees, is to 

climb up a hollowed 

trunk of a redwood 

tree and slide back 

down. Another way is 

to answer a riddle, 

such as in the 

Northern Exposure 

episode “The Quest,” 

to be granted passage 

over the mythical 

troll bridge to La 

Honda.  

Bill and Chris 

 When my husband Philip came to La Honda 

for the first time, like many newcomers, he only saw 

a one-horse town with a country store and post office. 

But everything changed when he discovered 

Applejack’s. A mysterious woman turned to us from 

behind the bar. She had midnight black hair and 

piercing blue eyes. Without asking our preference, 

she poured us two drinks and plopped them down on 

the bar. We nervously drank the elixir. What 

happened next was extraordinary. Redwood trees 

marched inward, extending their mighty arms into the 

bar!  Moments later, I found Philip lying on the 

ground beneath a giant redwood. He was peacefully 

looking up at the sky and light was shining through 

the magnificent limbs. A solitary tear appeared and 

rolled slowly down his face.  

     A few years later at Normand’s funeral on the USS 

Hornet, Bill scattered Norm’s ashes to the sea and 

saved a small amount in his pocket. He embedded 

those ashes into the bow of “Big Jim’s” redwood key. 

It was an incredible honor the day Bill offered me the 

key. He asked 

me to answer 

the riddle, 

“How do you 

keep the one 

you love?”  

     I thought 

for a very long 

time and 

responded, 

“You don’t. 

La Honda is a state of mind.”  

 
Coho Salmon are Reintroduced into 

Pescadero Creek 
(excerpts from https://medium.com/@thesixfifty) 

“Coho salmon are set 

to make a comeback 

on the South Coast. 

Last week, 10,000 of 

the young fish were 

released into 

Pescadero Creek 

after National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration Fisheries, nonprofit Monterey Bay 

Salmon and Trout Project, and the San Mateo 

Resource Conservation District (RCD) partnered to 

repopulate the stream. 

     According to a press release from the RCD, the 

fish were bred at a hatchery in Santa Cruz County 

before being released into the creek, just one of two 

watersheds in the Santa Cruz Mountains that is fit for 

coho spawning and survival. (Coho salmon…are 

native to the California coast as far south as Monterey 

Bay [but had lost much of their habitat].)” 

 

Best Trails Near La Honda 
Alltrails is a 

popular app 

that lists 

trails in many 

areas, 

including the 

La Honda 

area. The 

basic features 

of the app are free, but a premium version allows 

easy GPS-enabled trail maps to be downloaded to 

your cell phone so the maps are available when 

outside cell range. Each hike is described by 

difficulty, length, elevation gain, and user ratings. If 

you are interested in hiking in the area, you may find 

that app is quite useful. Gotta keep moving during the 

pandemic. https://www.alltrails.com/us/california/la-

honda/views 

https://www.alltrails.com/us/california/la-honda/views
https://www.alltrails.com/us/california/la-honda/views
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The La Honda Game 

By Ted Rodgers 

     During the period over which I was getting my 

PhD at Stanford (1964-68), the Rodgers family lived 

in the redwoodsy village of La Honda. We were active 

in local La Honda events, some of which involved 

Ken Kesey, The Merry Pranksters and the Hell’s 

Angels.  I was Chairman of the First La Honda Days 

Celebration and held the semi-humorous title of “Mr. 

Mayor” on the basis of my bumptious contributions 

to a variety of community events.  This short piece 

contains my leaky recalls of some of these events. 

 

     We had several family visitors during the mid-

1960’s.  We did some travelling and camping on the 

Pacific Coast but had a very lively time in La Honda 

town as well.  Our three daughters were in the La 

Honda elementary school or being born at Stanford 

University Hospital. Adult activities included rafting 

down La Honda Creek in inner tubes, (there was a lot 

of fast-moving water one winter) and eating, drinking 

and dancing in the local roadhouses. 

     For Christmas presents we crafted several copies 

of a homemade game we called “The La Honda 

Game” to send to our summer visitors to remind them 

of their summer waystages in La Honda. 

     The La Honda Game was an up-to-six player 

board game whose goal was to move a player’s piece 

(3/4 “surface-painted redwood branch discs in six 

different colors) from the Rodgers’ HOME on the 

shores of Reflection Lake to the SCHOOL.  Players 

traveled via 11 pictured Waystages representing 

various La Honda locations.  Moves were directed by 

rolling two dice from an included orange juice can 

(empty). One die had the six sides painted four  

different colors and two whites and the other die had 

The La Honda Game board 

 

the usual 1-6 pips.  Players moved out of HOME 

dictated by color die via the appropriately colored 

exit square and moved the number of spaces 

indicated by the pips on number die.  Rolling a white 

side allowed players to choose any color direction to 

exit. (continued on next page) 
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The La Honda game, continued 

     Players obeyed directions on the board spaces: 

blank = stay on space, directions on other spaces 

indicated forward or backward moves and/or “draw 

card”.  The drawn cards had such punning directions 

as:  

- Helping to re-stain cabins, caught red-handed at 

HILTOM MOTEL. 

- Give a FALLEN LOG a ring on its birthday. 

- No room at the LA HONDA INN, ask for a single in 

the stable. 

- BRIDGE temporarily out, wade a minute. 

- Mail late Goldwater campaign contribution at the 

POST OFFICE… 

(Note that all but the last of these Waystages no 

longer exist in La Honda. The no longer extant 

locations - no bridge, no trail around lake, no fallen 

log, no La Honda Inn, no Hiltom Motel)  

      Each of the Waystage locations was indicated by 

a labeled photograph.  The Waystage locations on the 

board were: 

HOME, POOL, FALLEN LOG, OLD 

SCHOOLHOUSE, WOODS, APPLE JACK’S, 

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE, POST OFFICE, 

HILTOM, LA HONDA INN, SCHOOL 

     All players started from HOME and rolled the 

dice in turn.  To land on a Waystage, a player had to 

roll, on the number die, the exact number of board 

spaces from present location on the board to the next 

Waystage. A player would also proceed to a Waystage 

as directed by a drawn card.  To leave a Waystage, 

the directions are the same as for leaving HOME.  

Players need to roll an exit color (or white) to leave 

the Waystage..  Players have to roll an exact number 

of spaces to land on SCHOOL Waystage and win the 

game. 

     We distributed three game copies as Christmas 

presents for our summertime family visitors from the 

big cities in the East.   The game board was 5’ long 

and 3’wide and consisted of a stylized paper map 

affixed to a fiberboard backing. The game map had 

11 familiar photographed and labeled locations 

(“Waystages”) in town with connecting pathways.  

Waystages were distributed on either side of La 

Honda Creek, represented by the taped hinge which 

allowed the game board to be folded in half for 

transport or storage. 

     The La Honda Game is still a big family favorite 

within the gifted families.  Many of the current 

players have never been to La Honda and know the 

town only through the La Honda Game. 

  

 

 

 .  

 

 

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content 

questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at 

LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising 

…and a big thanks to Puente for printing the La Honda 

Voice! 

 

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from other news 

sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you 

seek out and support the original source of the article. Links to 

these sources will always be provided. You can go to 

lahonda.com to download the Voice and copy/paste these links 

into browser. 

mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:LMateja@mypuente.org


 

8 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

   
In San Mateo Co, more single family homes sold in October 2020 than in Oct in the previous 2 years. 

Oct 2020 = 495  /  Oct 2019 = 406  /  Oct 2018 = 452.   

On average, a 3bed/2ba home sold for $1.558 million in Oct 2019, and in Oct 2020 a 3/2 sold for $1.670 m, a 7.1 percent 

increase.   

Many locations are still generating multiple offers. Interest rates are incredibly low, and some lenders have low down payment 

loan programs.   

Call us if you are considering selling or buying, or if you need more info.   

 

 


