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Drought and Fire Danger!
by Kathryn Ryan

The Face of Local Music - Justin
Worthington

Last week
Governor
Brown
declared a
drought in
the state of
California,
and asked
everyone to cut their water use by 20%. One other
reason to conserve water during a drought is the
extreme fire danger we face out here. This should
concern everyone. No outdoor fires, please!!

by craig eddy
This
month I
won’t be
talking
about
another
local
starving
musician.
I mean if
you want
to play music and perform with your band, what
better than to have your own business that is doing
well. Justin Worthington has always had the passion
to play music but he has over the last few years built
up Skyline Computer repair into a very
successful local business. (continued on page 2)

I will add one final thought: we are so used to turning
the tap and having water flow out. (I think of the
women in Africa who must walk 5 miles every day to
fetch water for their families.) The more conscious
we become of our water use, the better, so try being
mindful of every drop you use. (continued on page 4)

Welcome Back Scenic Drive
by Vicki Skinner
Puente Tax Preparation
Puente will be offering free tax preparation in Pescadero
for anyone who made below $52,000 in 2013. This
service will begin February 3rd. **An appointment is
required** Please call Puente at 650-879-1691 to schedule
an appointment.

Dozens of La
Hondians
gathered for
the “Official”
opening of
the new
improved
Scenic Drive
on Saturday,
January 11, 2014. Cake, champagne, and sparkling
cider were enjoyed at the event which took place at 1
pm. Jill Briggs, Former Landslide Committee Chair
and past Cuesta Board President, presided over the
ribbon cutting ceremony to commemorate the
restoration of Scenic Drive. (continued on page 2)

Puente Spanish Classes in La Honda
Spanish classes will begin again on February 3rd in La
Honda. Classes will be once a week and the cost is $75.
**There must be at least 5 students interested to comprise
a class. Beginner classes are on Mondays from 6:30pm7:30pm and Intermediate/Advanced classes are also on
Mondays from 6:30pm-7:30pm. The graduation ceremony
will be Wednesday, May 14th from 7-9pm at Pescadero
Elementary. Contact Kassi at ktalbot@mypuente.org to
enroll or call Puente at 650-879-1691
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The Scenic Drive project, however, wasn’t started
until November 2009; allegedly part of the reason for
the project’s start 11 years after the slide is there
were still vast amounts of water coming out of the
hill as well as continued slide movement. Some
Cuesta residents have felt frustrated that the project
was completed 16 years after the initial slide.
However those residents are now relieved that the
project is finally completed. We will all enjoy the
brand new road, and pray for rain to test out the fancy
gullies!

The Face of Local Music - Justin Worthington
(continued from page 1)
Justin grew up in a musical family, and living across
the road from Shoreline Amphitheater meant being
exposed to lots of music whether he wanted it or not.
He has over 35 years of playing music with his
brother James and says that has been one of the best
things musically. Justin has been in lots of bands over
the years, most not worth mentioning he says. He has
made most of his musical connections through The
Mountain House and Alice’s Restaurant. Currently he
plays drums with the band Point of Order, which has
been working together now for about three years. .In
fact, he is quite excited about his brand new drum kit.
Band projects this year include finishing touches on
the Band’s music studio and finding a new keyboard
player. They play a real mix of styles including R&B,
Rock, a bit of World Beat, and a bit of funky stuff.
Justin studied at the Jazz Workshop at Stanford. He is
influenced by the likes of Phish, The Dead, and
Galactic. His favorite gig so far was playing the Little
Fox in Redwood City. When I asked about bad gigs,
he says that any of the Pioneer gigs or AppleJacks
gigs could qualify. Hopefully by this summer we’ll
see Point of Order playing out. They hope with the
completion of their studio to begin recording.
Looking forward to that! And if you are a keyboard
player that needs some computer repair, Justin just
might be the guy to call.

Nutmeg Trail (progress report)
by Denis Shaw
The
arched
tree
access to
the trail

The Nutmeg Trail, or as Siri on my iphone interprets,
the Not Meg Trail, is an exciting addition to La
Honda’s trail system, not just for the easy access for
walkers, hikers, and cyclists from Pescadero Road,
but because it introduces awareness of a local
treasure, the Nutmeg Tree. We have a number of
these trees sheltered in a suitable habitat to flourish,
just below Shelden Drive, at the middle access to this
new, comfortable trail. Torreya Californica is very
slow growing, native evergreen tree, that is a dwarf
compared to the local Redwoods. The tree is not
common or abundant, although it seems to like our
unique climate. It resembles the family of Yew Trees,
but its two inch long needles have a sharp point at the
end, that can be used for tattooing. A few are 20-30
feet tall, but most are smaller, a delightful grove in
the making, making this a notable asset to Cuesta.
This major, volunteer construction effort is to
replace the old trail to Pescadero Road, a major
disaster following the winter water flow, which has
already become a deep dangerous rut. It is also an
environmental hazard, eroding the hillside and
eventually depositing the silt in Alpine Creek.
(continued on next page)

Welcome Back Scenic Drive
(continued from page 1)
Jill Briggs,
Linda CroseAnderson and
Jim Porter
cutting the
ribbon

Longtime Cuesta office employee, Carroll Kelly calls
her “Miss Scenic Landslide” and says Briggs was the
driving force behind its completion along with Joe
Lococo, San Mateo County Deputy Director of
Roads. Briggs says, “It was a huge endeavor
spanning over a decade, and I am glad the
community came together to work with the County of
San Mateo to make this happen.” For those who
weren’t around during this time, Scenic Drive was
impacted by a massive slide caused by torrential rains
during the Winter of 1997-98. Untold damage to
property and dreams, a total of eight homes were
eventually destroyed. Fortunately, no lives were lost.

Upcoming Events in La Honda
Feb. 1 - LHS Fruit tree pruning clinic at the school 10-12pm
Feb 28 - LHS Movie night, parent night out! Childcare so
parents can drop their children. 6:30-8:30
March 15 - LHS Garden pancake breakfast
April 5 - Fire Brigade's Annual Crab Cioppino Diner and
Dance
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Also See La Honda’s Grant Kern
of Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District talk about Trail
Building

Nutmeg Trail (progress) (continued from page 2)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYm9y
CwofXs&feature=youtu.be

Milton Cavalli, an important part of La
Honda history, has turned 101. His wife,
Marie, will be turning 100 within a few
months! Congratulations and Happy
Birthday Milton. La Honda wishes you
many more years of health and happiness!!!

Currently in progress, the Nutmeg Trail has been cut
through the Oak and Redwood forest, starting at the
U-turn on the Swing Trail, and so far reaching
Shelden Drive, but eventually reaching where the old
trail ends at Pescadero Drive.
Leaving the Swing Trail, you will know you are
on the right path, because soon you will have to duck
under a split tree fallen across the path. The trail
curves to the right and continues down hill as it
passes clusters of second growth Redwoods and
many Sword Ferns. Below, on that hillside, there is
one huge cathedral-like ring of Redwoods.
When you reach the winter water flow, the old
path turns sharply to the left, but the new trail
continues under an oddly arching Redwood Tree that
you must duck under. After a small rise, you will
cross over two large, fallen trees, with the pathway
cut over them, and continue gently down hill through

a thicket of young and old Oaks draped with older
Honeysuckle vines hanging everywhere. Before long,
you have reached Shelden Drive and can return to the
center of town on Redwood Drive.
At this end of Shelden Drive, there is an old trail
that goes straight up the hill, taking you back to the
Swing Trail. It is also a hazard that needs to be
redirected. It is steep and slippery when wet. I have
fallen a few times there, and would not recommend it
to anyone.
Another bonus, the Nutmeg Trail will allow
people to get from Pescadero Drive to Cuesta by
avoiding the main roads, especially Route 84. This
alone is a worthwhile reason to get this trail in
operation. With enough volunteers, this can be
accomplished quickly. Volunteers are always
welcome on workdays...so, please look for the
announcements and join us.

3

Drought and Fire Danger! (continued from page 1)
Here are ten tips from the SF Chronicle:

La Honda grass fire burns 4 acres
(excerpt from http://www.smdailyjournal.com/
articles/bnews/2014-01-16/la-honda-grass-fireburns-4-acres/1776425116634.html and photo from
http://abclocal.go.com)
“Fire
crews in
San
Mateo
County
will
remain at
the scene
of a grass
fire until this evening after containing a blaze that
burned roughly 4 acres, a fire captain said. Crews
from Cal Fire and San Mateo County fire responded
to a report of a grass fire in the area of state Highway
84, near Stage Road, in La Honda at about 8:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Cal Fire Capt. Gary Silva said. After
battling the blaze for more than four hours, crews
were able to fully contain it at about 1:10 a.m. today,
Silva said…The cause of the fire is under
investigation.”

1. Run the washing machine with full loads only.
2. Use a dishwasher if you have one, rather than
washing by hand.
3. When washing your hands, turn the water off while
lathering.
4. Turn the water off while brushing your teeth,
shaving, shampooing.
5. Install low flow shower heads. They should be
less than 2.5 gallons per minute.
6. Consider buying a dual flush toilet.
7. Water outdoor plants early in the morning or later
in the evening.
8. Plant drought-resistant trees and shrubs.
9. Use a broom to clean driveways and patios, not a
hose.
10. Don't wash your car at home.
I would like to add a few
more, tailored for living out in La
Honda:
1. Use reclaimed water as much as you can to water
plants. You can use a 5 gallon bucket in the shower
to catch the water until it gets hot. Some people use
the water from cooking or rinsing veggies, etc. Be
creative!
2. It is legal to use gray water for your garden, if you
can capture the water from your washing machine
and/or shower. I think using it quickly is better than
letting it sit, and best if you can mulch around your
plants. Of course use a biodegradable laundry soap.
3. If you aren't in the market for a new toilet, you can
put a plastic gallon jug of water in the tank of the old
style ones, and you will save 1 gallon for every
flush. Flush with discretion
4. Make sure your toilet isn't leaking; you can put
food coloring in the tank and see if it seeps into the
bowl.
5. Learn to read your water meter so you will know
how much water you are using. The meters read in
cubic feet; there are approximately 7.5 gallons per
cubic foot.
Thank you to those interested and committed to
saving water.

Herb Klingele - A Life of Extremes
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/
community/a-life-of-extremes/article_b43d664a74c7-11e3-8f64-001a4bcf887a.html by Mark Noack)
"On Feb. 10 1981, La Honda resident Herb
Klingele’s life changed forever. He was trying to
bring down a Douglas fir on his family’s property.
The tree toppled but snapped back, and the top limbs
swung around and slammed him in the back. The
accident severed the nerves in his spine, leaving his
left arm paralyzed. He once owned seven HarleyDavidson motorcycles, but the accident meant an end
to his riding. Klingele says that turned out to be a
blessing in disguise. “I remember my lesson — I lost
my arm to save my soul,” he explained. “If that
didn’t happen, I’d be dead or in prison by now.”…
…Most folks in La Honda would probably know
Klingele best as the owner of Mountain Man Tree
Service. The 64-year-old has recently been sharing
his adventures, in part to entertain, but mostly to
serve as a cautionary tale. He is working on his
memoir, “God’s Cookie Jar,” which he says will
detail his travails and attempts to right his life. Last
month, he drew a packed audience to hear him speak
at the La Honda Historical Society. “Everything
happens for a reason,” he said, “and I’m very
fortunate to be alive today.”…
(View the complete article in the HMB Review)

With Love to mi Amor - Tu Bozo
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people, a "free box" in our office for discarded
clothing and household articles, yoga classes and
meditation groups, CPR classes, publicized health
oriented recipes, published a monthly newsletter and
created a comfortable space where people could
come to sit and read and have a cup of herbal tea.
We had at least one rummage sale, a "Mongolian
barbeque fundraiser, and a memorable Valentine's
Day dinner at the bygone "Boots and Saddle
Restaurant" (in the middle of the dinner, the power
went out, and acoustic musicians played by kerosene
lamp light as over a hundred of us sang blues and
spirituals until we were nearly hoarse).
Unfortunately, the group started falling apart around
the time we began researching the feasibility of
building a non-profit health center (we actually got a
501(c) 3) and found that legal costs and liability
insurance were hurdles we were unequipped to deal
with. In correspondence recently with Annette, her
feeling is that our downfall was that we never really
did a "needs assessment" to see what the community
actually wanted or needed which would have better
guided us through our valiant efforts.

Remembering the La Honda Health
Co-op and the Potential for Building
Community
by Lynnette Vega

A couple of weeks ago I reflected back on those
times and the beautiful positive energy we were able
to create in trying to make our little corner of the
world a better and more caring place. I have a
feeling that there aren't too many people now living
in La Honda who remember this little piece of local
history and so I thought I would share it. From that
stellar experience, I've come to feel deeply that the
potential for positive change is unlimited when
people have the intelligence to work together for a
mutual benefit.

In the beginning of the 1980's, my dear friend
Annette Bongiovanni called and asked if I wanted to
come to a meeting of local health and alternative
health professionals who were hoping to form a
health cooperative in La Honda (at the time, I was
working or, at least, trying to make a living as a
masseuse). Annette and her friend, Karen
DalColleto, another nurse, initiated the meetings in
1980 and as an organization it ran for nearly three
years. The group, I learned, was comprised of
doctors, at least one dentist, a nurse midwife, several
nurses from different disciplines (Annette was an
oncology nurse at Stanford), an herbalist,
pharmacologist, psychotherapists, a spiritual healer,
masseurs and masseuses -- as well as a documentary
film maker and other interested individuals. Our aim
was to create a resource center for health education
and a network for local health care providers, and
ultimately we hoped to have a building of our own
with an emphasis on preventative healthcare.
Through the generosity of Charlie Catania, we were
able to open office space near the Post Office (now
occupied by Intero Real Estate), and Charlie even let
us use an area behind the office for a small
community garden. In the two plus years that we
met, we established a health and alternative healing
lending library, blood pressure and glaucoma
screenings, a "meals on wheel" program, a food
cooperative for purchasing bulk orders of produce, a
"skills directory" listing local trades and crafts
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE Lic #01338252
650-996-5354 (direct) /
www.gailhafel.com

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Recent Sales in La Honda:
170 Recreation Drive, $904,863
381 Woodland Vista, $749,000
302 Scenic Drive, $455,000
137 Shelden Road, $420,500
251 Roquena Drive, $390,000
206 Laguna Drive, $365,000
281 Cuesta Real, $375,000
Intero Real Estate did not participate in all of these sales.
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The La Honda Voice News Sources
The La Honda Voice uses a variety of sources, including articles
written by local writers exclusively for this publication and short
excerpts from other sources. Links are always provided for these
other sources and the intention is for the reader to read the entire
article from the original source. It is important that the La
Honda Voice readers support these other local publications!

Help the La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of
Puente. Contact us at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com
LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

•

Call or Text 408-250-3339
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February 2014
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

The La
Honda
Voice

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change.
More current information may be available from
the calendar at www.lahonda.com or calling the
venue: Alice’s - 851-0303
AJ’s - 747-0331
2
Second Harvest,
OLR Church, 122p

9
Second Harvest,
OLR Church, 122p

3
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5p
Puente Tax Service
Begins
Puente Spanish
Class – 6:30-7:30p

4

10
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5p

11

FRIDAY

5
Zumba, LH School
Multi Room, 5-6p

23
Second Harvest,
OLR Church, 122p

17 Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 4-5p

7

8
Void Where Prohibited @
AJ's, 9:30pm

13
Nick Peters & Chris
Rossbach @ Alice's,
7pm

14

15
11 Wails @ AJ's, 9:30pm

20
Alec Lytle and Them
Rounders @ Alice's,
7pm

21
T

12 Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30pm

18

Puente Spanish
Class – 6:30-7:30p

24 Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 4-5p
Puente Spanish
Class – 6:30-7:30p

1
LHS Fruit tree pruning
clinic
Pel and the Pelicans @
AJ's,, 9:30pm

6
Cryin' Shame @
Alice's, 7pm

12
Zumba, LH School
Multi Room, 5-6p

Puente Spanish
Class – 6:30-7:30p

16
Second Harvest,
OLR Church, 122p

SATURDAY

19
Zumba, LH School
Multi Room, 5-6p

Valentine’s
Day
Fool Moon
Project @ AJ's,
9:30pm

12 Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30pm
25

22
LH Info and Referral
Center, Puente, 10-12p
T & Co. @ AJ's, 9:30pm

26
Zumba, LH School
Multi Room, 5-6p

27
Pathetic Honey @
Alice's, 7pm

7pm Lit Night, 7pm,
Clubhouse
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28
LHS Movie night

