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Now the 63-year-old La Honda resident is once
again protesting on the street, but he's pretty
much alone on this one.

Meet George and Mary Bordi

Adams is facing foreclosure on his house, a
situation that he blames primarily on being
misled by the Chase Bank, his mortgage
company. For weeks now, Adams has been
venting his frustration in front of the bank's
Peninsula branches, forming a one-man picket
line on the sidewalk with his sign: "Chase will
steal your home, they stole mine." (continued on
page 7)

by Joe Cottonwood
Once George Bordi starts telling a story, there's
no stopping. Ask him about the time the sawmill
burned down. But don't ask unless you have a
half hour to spare. The story involves steam
engines, an oil-fired boiler, local oil wells, a
chain-drive Bull Mac truck, 1000 gallons of
spilled oil and a fire that was extinguished only
to rise again. If he has trouble getting a detail
right, his wife Mary will supply it. Mary is more
of a historian than a storyteller, and she knows
the local lore. While George has the rough
manner of a rancher, Mary has the poise of a
woman from Burlingame. Articulate, bright, you
might think she was a schoolteacher. Instead,
she and George were ranchers and then delivered
the rural route mail around La Honda for 20
years. (continued on page 6)

The Face of Local Music Stacey Erdman

by Craig Eddy
Everyone has a unique story as to how they got
into playing music. Stacey Erdman is this
month‟s pick for the Face of Local Music. Stacey
got her introduction to music from her father.
Stacey and her Dad used to play hooky from
their church so they could attend another church
that had a folk mass with guitars and such. She
got started by singing in both church and school
choirs. Her Dad was into country music (WEEP
radio 1080AM in Pittsburgh) and Stacey started
playing guitar at around 12 years old due to her
exposure to popular radio music. Sitting around
with a few other students and a Mel Bay book
got her going, as so many others have done.
(continued on page 6)

La Hondan Wages War of Words
with Bank
Facing foreclosure, man vents anger
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/news/
article_a3f98602-29a6-11e0-ad45001cc4c03286.html)
“Vietnam War protests, civil rights marches,
even a rally against Oliver North - these are just
a few of the political movements that James
Adams has joined through his life.
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La Hondan Traces Life, and Death, in
Town -Locals discuss frontier era on Coastside

You Don't Need a Shadow
by Mary Bordi
Every year on February second, focus turns to
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, where
Punxsutawney Phil, media darling of the
groundhog world, may or may not see his
shadow--indicating that spring has sprung or that
winter will drag on for another six weeks.

(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/
news/article_867d9c24-b3c9-562c-887c36b7bac7a026.html)

What has that got to do with us here in San
Mateo County? Whether you are rooting for the
groundhog to see his shadow so winter will
continue and you can strap your skis to your
carrier rack and drive for hours to slalom in the
snow or you want him to peek out of his burrow
and sound the all clear for spring because you
have cabin fever and want to get into the garden
and spread some compost and get dirt under your
fingernails...where was I? What I am trying to
say is that a groundhog in a state that gets lots of
winter snow is not a good indicator of how close
we are to spring here
in La Honda.

Pam among the gravesites of her ancestors
“The rugged lives — and sometimes tragic
deaths — of frontier La Hondans were the loose
topics of last week‟s monthly meeting of the
town historical society. Speaking to a group of
about 35 mostly silver-haired townsfolk, local
resident and amateur genealogist Pam
McReynolds related her study of the leading
causes of death for the town‟s predecessors. The
top four causes included unspecified “accidents,”
diphtheria, alcohol and suicide, according to the
San Mateo County death records spanning from
1865 to 1920…Many of the causes of death
[coroner] Crow identified at the time aren‟t
familiar to folks today, including Bright‟s
disease, Le Grippe, and “absinthism.” One
county resident apparently died during the great
1906 San Francisco earthquake, but the official
records offer no insight into how this happened.
Those unknown diseases were frequently paired
with the names of small towns that no longer
exist.
McReynolds said one thing that boggled her
study was where exactly La Honda residents
came to be buried — the town has no historic
graveyard for that period. Perhaps, she
suggested, residents at the time just buried their
dead on their land. Her family has owned a 140acre ranch in La Honda for generations where
some of her family‟s remains are buried.
She was initially drawn to investigate the county
death records as she was trying to find out more
about her family history.
“I saw they were looking for volunteers to do
genealogical work,” McReynolds said. “I just
didn‟t realize it would take me three years to do
it.” (Thanks to reporter Mark Noack for
attending the La Honda Historical Society
meeting and writing this article)

I have a few local
indicators of spring
that I have noted over
the years. Some winter
seasons, especially the
cold rainy ones, I am
desperately searching,
sometimes for weeks. Just one little glimpse and
I'll know spring is coming...sooner or
later...sometime.
This year I stumbled upon my indicators quite
accidentally. Probably because we've been
having some unseasonably warm and wonderful
weather and I wasn't moldering away in my rain
gear, muttering under my breath, and sliding
down the muddy trail into the canyon where our
water pump is located. Yesterday was beautiful
and I walked down the wooded trail in a short
sleeve shirt with no sweater. I looked down and
beside the trail I spotted two of my early spring
indicators growing close together at my feet:
Cardamine californica (commonly known as
milkmaids, a native and member of the mustard
family). The other is an exotic invader: Myosotis
latifolia (commonly known as forget-me-not).
Calflora warns in no uncertain terms:
Myosotis latifolia, a dicot, is a perennial herb
that is not native to California; it was introduced
from elsewhere and naturalized in the wild. See
Calflora.org… (Go to www.lahonda.com for the
complete article and more photos)
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In the mail I received my new tax assessment,
and it seemed to be on the high side.

The Tax Assessor
by Joe Cottonwood
True Story: Exactly 30 years ago, I finished the
construction of my house in La Honda. We had
the final inspection. Next, the tax assessor came
out to take a look. Let's call him "Earl."

Thirty years later, it still rankles me. I don't
mind paying my fair share, and yet… If I'd
slipped him a few twenties, how many thousands
of dollars would I have saved over the years?
And how many of my neighbors took advantage
of what he was offering?

When Earl knocked on my door, he said, "Before
I assess your house, come on out to my car for a
minute. I want to show you something."

Camp Glenwood runaways prompt 5hour police chase

At the car Earl pulled out an assessment list for
La Honda. He pointed to some entries. "See this
lot? One acre, kinda hilly but you could build a
nice house there. The assessment is forty
thousand dollars. Then here, look at this. I rated
this one myself. Also one acre, almost level,
horse property, lots of sunshine, great view, fit
for a king, and the assessment last year was for
ten thousand." Earl shook his head. "A bit of
variation, wouldn't you say?"

(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/news/
article_7d7125a0-27e2-11e0-aa95001cc4c03286.html)
“A series of small crimes
committed last week by two
detainees who left the Camp
Glenwood boys detention
facility has left some South
Coast residents grumbling
about not receiving word of
the escape until it was too
late.
The incident began around 7 p.m. on Jan. 12,
when two teenage residents, ages 15 and 16,
managed to run away from the La Honda
detention facility, sending camp personnel and
San Mateo County Sheriff's deputies on a fivehour chase…
The 16-year-old reportedly broke into a home on
Pope Road, south of La Honda, and stole a cell
phone and keys to an Audi sedan. The juvenile
drove off in the stolen car, but he reportedly got
the car stuck two blocks away on the edge of the
road…He was reportedly caught with the help of
a K-9 unit around midnight hiding near the
Apple Jack's bar.
…The series of events infuriated some La
Honda residents because the Sheriff's Office
never sent out any kind of alert to warn people in
the area that two runaways were on the loose.
The SMC Alert system, a subscription text
service used to send out automated notification
of dangers in a particular area of the county, was
not activated.
…Commanding officials at the Coastside
Sheriff's substation admitted the situation could
have been handled better. They pledged to use
the alert system immediately in the future.
"The alert probably should have gone out," said
Lt. Lisa Williams. "We'll make sure that it
happens in the future."

Next, Earl walked through the interior talking
about how he could give us a break on one thing
or another, like counting the unfinished half
bathroom as a storage closet, and then he said,
"Come on back to the car."
Earl got into the driver's seat. Reaching across,
he opened the passenger door. "Come on in," he
said.
I sat inside.
"Close the
door," he
said.
I closed the
door.
"Well?" he said.
It was pretty clear that this was the moment
when I was supposed to hand over a bribe. Or
was this a trap? I'd always heard that
government in California was clean, not like
Chicago. I'd never heard a word about scandal in
San Mateo County. But here was Earl. Here
was I, in his car.
"Uh, thanks for looking at my house," I said, and
I got out of the car.
Earl drove away.
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minimum and a maximum to be decided upon
consultation. Local clients get a great deal; if
they hired someone with my type of background
from over the hill, it would be significantly more
per hour. I even take the debris away.” You can
get in touch with Wendy to set up a consultation
for pruning at 747-9780.

New Pruning Business in La Honda:
Hammond’s Specialty Pruning
By Vicki Skinner
The third weekend in January, over a dozen
people gathered in Vicki Skinner‟s rose garden
for a free pruning demonstration. The attendees
sat enthralled while Wendy Hammond talked
with them for close to two hours. Rob Christian
said, “I came down to watch football with Fred,
but never even made it into the house.” Then,
Wendy went into the backyard to show how to
prune a hydrangea and moved up to Sue
DuHamel‟s to give instruction on wisteria.

Freedom Exists in a Seed:
JL Hudson Seed Bank in La Honda
(excerpt from
http://www.justmeans.com/Freedom-Exists-in-aSeed-JL-Hudson-Seed-Bank/42962.html)
“…Over the past several weeks, I have been
consulting with like-minded friends and
gardeners as to which seed companies offer the
most diverse, open-pollinated heirloom seeds
and seedlings. One of the most interesting
recommendations so far has been JL Hudson
Seeds out of La Honda, California.

Trudy Schoneman, an attendee of the pruning
demonstration said, "I finally learned how to
prune a rose bush….. When she [Wendy]
explained her thinking behind each cut, I began
to understand the complexity of pruning. Wendy
discussed the removal of dead, damaged or
diseased growth and when to make thinning cut,
as well as pruning to promote flowers and
control the size or shape of the bush. I now feel
that I can prune my bushes with confidence. I
especially appreciated Wendy explaining her
preferences for a variety of pruning tools and
safety equipment. I realize that I need to make a
few more purchases to prune safely and
effectively."

… JL Hudson Seeds is a seed bank, not a
commercial dispensary. Their Statement of
Purpose is … completely in line with the ethics
of sustaining agriculture through preservation,
diversity and ethical choices.
Of course one can buy seed through them, but
one can also trade them: that's what makes this
organization so incredibly special and valuable.
They have posted express directions on how to
collect seed; moreover, they issue the following
statement, "We absolutely do NOT accept seed
saved from F-1 hybrid plants, patented plants, or
genetically-engineered plants," literally
guaranteeing the buyer that the seed they receive
is heirloom and open-pollinated…In fact, there is
a lengthy and informative series of essays written
on the topic of "native vs. exotic"…

Wendy Hammond in Action
Hammond was most recently employed as a lead
gardener from 2006-08 at Filoli Center for the
Woodland and Walled Garden section. Before
becoming a lead garden she held the position of
assistant horticulturalist from 03-06. Before
Filoli, she worked at Threave Gardens in Castle
Douglas, Scotland and Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania. Hammond has a degree in
horticulture and landscape management from
University of Maryland. Since leaving Filoli
Center, she continues her education by attending
pruning workshops and classes at San Luis
Obispo, Davis, and Merritt College.
“I charge $50.00 an hour if it is within the 94020
area” Hammond says. “That is with a free 30minute consultation. I charge a 2 1/2 hour

… this kind of activism is what keeps our
country free in thought and independent in food.
Without seed banks that specialize in promoting
heirloom breeds that commercial seed suppliers
cannot afford to carry, the biodiversity even in
home and community gardens would be
significantly impacted...The more of us that
collect, save and, essentially, preserve the wide
variety of foods, flora and foliage of which or
big world is comprised, the more of us that will
exist that hold the key to true sovereignty in an
environment hostile to anything that doesn't raise
a clear-cut profit.”
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produce maybe we can start bartering and trading
with our neighbors. Good luck you vegetable
gardeners! And what other advice do you have to
share about gardening successes and secrets
you‟ve experienced in our coastal clime?

Tomatoes in La Honda?
By Craig Eddy
I just want to can some sauce!!!!!
I began gardening organically on our property in
La Honda because it seemed a natural for
country living. But after years of frustration,
success, mixed-results, bafflement, brilliance,
fresh flavors, rot, and other weirdness, I am
almost ready to give up. Not really, but maybe I
can get a conversation going here with other
gardeners and those who have yet to dip their
trowels into the fertile earth.

POST Announces 'Strategic' Land
Acquisition
(excerpt from http://www.paloaltoonline.com/
news/show_story.php?id=19713)
“A newly purchased 97.5-acre property on
Skyline Ridge will open an additional trail to
bicyclists and hikers, the nonprofit land trust
Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) has
announced.

Call it global warming, climate change or
whatever but the summers are getting cooler here
in La Honda. Every year I put in around 30
tomato plants thinking we will have much more
than we can use. Every year we end up with just
enough for our salads but not enough to can or
freeze. Things that don't need as much heat
seem to still do well
(broccoli, onions, carrots,
lettuce, etc). I even had a
bumper crop of both hot
and sweet peppers last
year. So what do we do
in La Honda if the
summers are going to
keep imitating spring? I
get my seed stock from a company in Cottage
Grove, Oregon. Territorial Seeds specializes in
varieties that do well in cooler climates. They
test everything in their own farms. They carry
all the regular stuff too but for our coastal
climates the 'early' varieties are the best choice. I
start my seeds indoors under lights and heat so I
don't have to wait until April or May to get
going. You might try making cold frames for
your raised beds. Plastic domes made from the
clear plastic covers that come on store-bought
cakes can be used to put over a seedling. This
becomes a mini hot-house and helps keep the
bugs off too.

Known as the Silva property, the land is next to
the Mindego Hill portion of Russian Ridge,
which the trust saved from development in 2007.
It is on the western flank of Skyline Ridge, four
miles southeast of La Honda.
POST purchased the property from the family of
the late Jack H. Silva of Santa Clara for $3.09
million on Dec. 17, 2010. The land previously
required an easement to cross from Russian
Ridge Open Space Preserve to Mindego Hill.
The parcel will be added to the Russian Ridge
preserve and will be transferred to Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District for management
sometime in 2011.
The property offers panoramic views of
Mindego, the San Mateo coast and Santa Cruz
Mountains. It also may support or be home to
endangered and threatened creatures by
providing a migratory corridor for California
red-legged
frogs and
potential
habitat for
long-eared
owls.

So this Spring check out the 'early' varieties of
tomatoes and melons and try getting an early
start indoors. For those of you that 'cheat' and
buy starter plants just remember that if they go
into cold ground they will merely sit there and
shiver. Just because the stores start stocking the
starters in March doesn't mean the ground is
ready for them. Keep them warm with covers
just in case we have a late frost.
Let's keep our fingers crossed and hope for a bit
of heat this summer. If we all end up with lots of

It has
rolling
grasslands and oak-and-madrone woodlands that
support golden eagles, coyotes, badgers and
mountain lions. Dense Douglas-fir forests line
steep creek canyons, and the headwaters of
Alpine Creek flow on the property into San
Gregorio Creek, which supports threatened
steelhead trout, according to POST…”
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me how to drive."

Stacey Erdman
(continued from page 1)
Her first rock band was in High School when she
was 15. It was so memorable she doesn't
remember the name, but that led to the second
band which she really enjoyed. That band was
named Gazorp (you'll have to ask her).

They built a house and raised 3 children on the
Bordi Ranch, eating their own lamb, beef, and
eggs. One of those children, Bud, has 2
daughters at the La Honda School.
If you want to
visit George and
Mary at the
Bordi Ranch,
you first must
pass inspection
by two noisy
dogs and one
opinionated
goose. Here's a
hint: never turn
your back on the
goose. You also will pass 13 sheep in the
pasture, several chickens in a coop, a wellweathered barn, and a historic log cabin.

When asked what has been her favorite project,
she describes the Day Late Fools as her labor of
love. Together with long time friend Ted
Kratter, they started playing 16 years ago. It is
her main current band and can be seen from time
to time in La Honda. With Ted on guitar and
mandolin and Larry Weissenborn on bass, they
play all cover tunes but not the standard fair.
She also has played with Nigel Webb's bands,
Jerry Logan, and a new project, The Skyline
Riders. When asked what would be the perfect
band for her, she says she would love to be in a
full blown Rhythm and Blues band with full horn
section, but the logistics of having that many
members to coordinate makes it unlikely to
happen. I asked Stacey what her favorite gig of
all time was, and she describes sitting in a few
times with Radim Zenkl who could arguably be
called the best mandolin player on the planet.

Inside that log cabin on August 21, 1925, George
Bordi was born - and the name George was
chosen. As Mary tells it, "He was born in the
house because his mother's doctor miscalculated
the due date and went on vacation. A young man
named George McDonald drove another doctor
to the ranch--he arrived after George's
grandmother delivered the baby--and George
was named George after George McDonald, who
became his godfather."

Stacey like other local musicians loves the
community of La Honda because of the depth of
talent and the various small venues we have in
the area. It's all about being able to have fun with
people. The exchange between performer and
audience is what it is all about for Stacey. She
came to La Honda in the summer of 2007 but
had been coming to the La Honda Fair for twenty
years and has many friends here. Stacey has
become a big part of the music scene here in La
Honda, so chances are you have already seen
her. If not, pop in on Feb. 25th at Sullivan‟s to
see The Day Late Fools and check out Stacey's
strong vocals, Ted's incredible picking on Guitar
and Mandolin, and Larry's powerful and solid
bass playing. See ya'll there.

The ranch land was homesteaded in 1875 by
Martin O'Conner, who cut some redwoods, split
them into stakes, fenced off 120 acres and
thereby proved his claim. Mary can show you
the original deed. Remember, I told you - or
perhaps it should be taken as a warning - Mary is
something of a historian. When a historian is
wedded to a story-teller, and you sit down at
their table with a pot of strong hot coffee while
two dogs gather at your feet and a goose guards
the door outside, here is what you learn (and this
reporter, for one, finds it fascinating):

George and Mary Bordi
( continued from page 1)
George has been blind for half his life. He has
an inherited condition called retinitis
pigmentosa. Haying and running cattle is hard
work for anybody. Being blind takes it to
another level. George quit driving in 1966 but
didn't sell his cattle until 1977, when he and
Mary started running the mail. Mary drove and
George, she says, "contented himself with telling

George had a grandfather named Luigi Sciarini.
Luigi came from Italy and first settled in
Minnesota, working the railroad. He hated the
snow and the cold. From his native Italy he
knew vineyards and he knew how to graft fruit
trees, so he made his way to the Santa Clara
Valley in the 1880's. Finding work there, he sent
for his wife and two boys, who made the passage
from Italy to New York the only way they could
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afford - in steerage in a sailing ship, seasick for 3
weeks - and then took the wondrous
transcontinental railroad across the USA. Once
reunited, they had a daughter, Angela.

The cabin
has seen
some wear
over the
last 85
years.
One
corner sags. The white sapwood that was so
visible in the construction photo has decayed, as
sapwood does. The heart redwood is as sound as
ever. A stone chimney toppled in the 1989
earthquake and is now covered by a blue plastic
sheet. And yet the cabin stands and still gets
used from time to time. There's even a satellite
antenna on the roof, pointing to the sky. At the
Bordi Ranch, you can listen to the past - and
download the future - all in one place.

Luigi was working for the Bordi family who
owned a vineyard around Stevens Creek and a
hotel in Mountain View. Luigi lived in
Mountain View. Eventually, perhaps inevitably,
Luigi's daughter, Angela, met the Bordi boy,
Antone, known as "Babe."
"Babe" Antone worked as a teamster hauling
logs. He fell in love with the little valley that
Martin O'Conner had homesteaded. In the
1920's Antone built the log cabin with the help
of Lee Erickson and two of Erickson's sons.
Erickson went on to build several cabins in the
Middleton
Tract. Lee was
an expert with
the broad axe
and created
beams that you
would swear had
been finished
with a plane. He
even broad-axed
the front door
out of an old
redwood burl.
Ask George
about it - it's
another story.
That front door - and the original beams - are
still in use.

La Hondan Wages War
(continued from page 1)
“… Adams said. "I was lied to at every turn. I
was misled. I made decisions based on their
promises, and that's leading me to being
homeless."
…His problem with the bank spans three years
when he went on work disability and was unable
to continue making a living through his
handicraft skills. He developed arthritis in his
legs during a cabinet job (ironically at a
mortgage company), and, since then, he says the
pain prevents him from being on his feet for
more than an hour…Adams says he has been
trying to sell the house for years, without luck.
He did have some low-ball offers that in
retrospect he wishes he had taken.
… five days before Christmas, Adams got a call
from a friend in the real estate business who told
him his home was listed as a foreclosure. Three
days later a locksmith showed up to change the
locks. "It's like I woke up and suddenly my
house wasn't mine," Adams said. "I called Chase
every two to three weeks and they'd just ask for
more information. ... They said, „Just be
patient.'" Bank managers say they can't comment
on Adams' story. …
… the number of people desperate for help with
their home loans has exploded on the
Peninsula…
Adams now believes his last recourse is to raise
a fuss, picketing Chase right outside their doors.
His arthritis keeps him from standing for long, so
he usually only does it for short half-hour
segments. He says the feedback he gets from
bystanders is remarkably positive, but he knows
he has few options left…”

George grew up to farm his own land as well as
some nearby acreage. Growing up wasn't
something you took for granted back then. Four
of Antone's brothers had died of diphtheria.
Mary Armstrong grew up in Burlingame and
attended Burlingame High. Her Portuguese
great-grandfather came from the Azores in 1871
to become an indentured servant in Boston. In
1880 he made his way to the Santa Clara Valley,
where he arranged to marry a woman who was
16 years younger. Upon meeting him, the young
woman refused to marry the older man and fled
back home to San Mateo. Later, she relented.
Mary's family bought some land near San
Gregorio. Mary's brother Tom started working
hay with George Bordi. Mary met George.
From these many threads, a marriage was woven.
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If you're curious
about learning
more about the
mobile lives of
Snowy Plovers,
visit the PRBO
feature "Snowy
Plover Soap
Opera."
(http://www.prbo.org/cms/223 ) ... it presents an
entertaining story about the lives of four banded
plovers. It also gives a good sense of the sort of
information that can be gained through the
banding program -- as well as information about
the natural history of these birds…The State
Park’s Plover Watch program is seeking more
volunteers to monitor and protect the Snowy
Plovers and their habitat. ..call Ranger Nelle
Lyons or Assistant Volunteer Coordinator Paul
Langan at 650-726-8804, voice mailbox #7, or emailhmbplovers@hotmail.com.”

State parks budget cuts shouldn't be
ruinous
(excerpt from http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/01/16/SPVT1H86UN.
DTL)
“A budget
shortage
can't do
anything to
destroy the
scenic views
at Butano
Redwoods
State Park.
If you visit Butano Redwoods State Park near
Pescadero, it could be like peering into a crystal
ball to see the future of California's Department
of Parks and Recreation…
In his state budget cuts, Gov. Jerry Brown is
proposing to carve $11 million from state parks'
already lean operations, and a much deeper 18
percent slice from Fish and Game… It turns out
the future might not be so bleak…
There hasn't been enough money for years to
operate Butano with a full-time ranger, support
staff, year-round campground, visitor center and
trail maintenance. But the park remains one of
the best in the state for beauty, hiking, mountain
biking, camping and remote wildlands…”

Año Nuevo elephant seal tours
(excerpt from http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/01/21/TR691H8LSL.
DTL)
“Año Nuevo State
Park is the
rolling-dune
winter home of
migrating
elephant seals, a
makeshift nursery
where the circle of life occurs: mating, birthing,
weaning and battling for dominance. From now
through March, the natural soap opera steals the
show along the broodingly gray Northern
California coast near Pescadero, 50 miles south
of San Francisco along Highway 1… MidDecember through early February is the height of
the elephant seal mating season at Año Nuevo,
the species' largest mainland breeding colony in
the world,..
Backstory: Following 19th century overhunting
that brought the species to the brink of
extinction, the federal government gave elephant
seals protected status in the 1920s. The
population revived, and elephant seals began
cozying up to Año Nuevo's sandy shores in
1955, with the first pup born in 1975.
Año Nuevo State Park, Highway 1,
Pescadero. Elephant Seal Tours: $7 per ticket,
children under 3 free. $10 parking fee per
vehicle. For recorded info, (650) 879-0227; for
reservations, (800) 444-4445; or
visit anonuevo.reserveamerica.com.”

Annual Survey Finds More Snowy
Plovers on Local Beaches
(excerpt from http://halfmoonbay.patch.com/
articles/annual-survey-finds-more-snowyplovers-on-local-beaches)
“During the past week State Park volunteers
scoured San Mateo County beaches looking for
Western Snowy Plovers as part of an annual
survey along the entire Pacific Coast to assess
the population of the small, well-camouflaged
shorebirds. The volunteers found a total of 98
plovers on San Mateo County beaches—39 more
than last year, but still below the average of 108
over the previous eight years…There was
particularly good news from Pescadero State
Beach, where six plovers were found, marking
the second year in a row that a flock appears to
be wintering on the beach (most years, no
plovers have been found). .. All this attention is
paid to Snowy Plovers because the Pacific
population of the Western Snowy Plover—the
plovers that nest in the summer on the Pacific
Coast—has been in decline and was listed as
threatened under the Endangered Species Act in
1993.
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How Milton Cavalli first drove a car, at age 9, in
the 1920s “[in La Honda]. ..I already knew there
was this richness of driving lore that he had and I
wanted to capture in some way - along with the
broader issue that is affecting so many families."
Should very elderly citizens be allowed to
continue to drive? That issue is at the center of
the short film "Old People Driving," and so is
Cavalli. Haas documented her 97-year-old
grandfather and 99-year-old Herbert Bauer as
they struggled with the decision about whether
they were too old to continue driving.
…"Old People Driving" is entertaining, but it's
also meant to help families have these sometimes
difficult conversations.
…The subject matter in the 25-minute movie is
often serious - the recorded words from an
elderly driver shortly after he killed 10 people in
Santa Monica are particularly sobering. But Haas
balances the facts and figures with humor
(there's a short clip from "South Park") and a
wealth of wonderfully heartfelt scenes involving
Bauer and Cavalli.

Woman found dead in Santa Cruz
Mountains home is identified
(excerpt from
http://www.mercurynews.com/centralcoast/ci_17087165?nclick_check=1)
Jessica Beerli
(facebook photo)
“A 36-year-old artist
and her two
Chihuahuas were found
dead late Tuesday night
in a small, remote home
in the Santa Cruz
Mountains…Deputies
suspect that Jessica
Beerli, who had been reported missing by her
out-of-state family, was a victim of carbon
monoxide poisoning caused by a propane heater
… Carbon monoxide is odorless, and authorities
recommended that anyone who heats their home
with propane indoors allow for ventilation and
use a carbon monoxide detector. ..Beerli had a
website where she posted portraits of what she
described as disenfranchised people. ..Beerli's
outlook toward her art appeared optimistic.
"I am ever striving to capture and convey on
canvas and paper the essence of not just a human
figure, face or expression, but an autobiography
of a human being," she wrote. "The purpose is
not to sadden or shock you, but more to call
attention to those who have little in their lives to
smile about, and to make us realize how
fortunate we are in spite of our daily struggles."

…Cavalli
is very sharp - a strong storyteller and great
listener. When he gets behind the wheel of his
Model T and turns the engine on, his eyes light
up, as if 25 years have melted away.
"My driver's license is good until I'm 100,"
Cavalli says. "So I'll drive as long as I can do it,
and when I feel like I can't, I'll quit. ... I don't
want to jeopardize anyone - myself or anyone
else." For more information …go to
www.oldpeopledrivingmovie.com.

School Trustee Resigns from La
Honda-Pescadero
(excerpt from
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/breaking_new
s/article_22534b19-dfef-5087-8af6efc2462451d2.html)
“School trustee Andy LaGow is resigning
midway through his term at the La HondaPescadero Unified School District, according to
an announcement by district officials on Monday
morning…”

The La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep
this paper going?
This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community. Revenue from the ads
is used only to defer the cost of creating this paper.

Film Star Milton Cavalli?
(excerpt from http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/01/03/DDHQ1H1SFF
.DTL#ixzz1CmZkCJFd)
“Documentary filmmaker Shaleece Haas visits
with her 97-year-old grandfather, Milton Cavalli,
next to one of his three Ford Model T's.
Shaleece Haas heard her grandfather tell the
stories for years.

Volunteer to help keep the Community informed:
Contact Bob Dougherty at 747-0102 or
The_Voice@lahonda.com
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found no breaks in the earth‟s surface along the
fault line.
“What we did see instead on this very high
resolution imagery is evidence that the coastline
had actually been raised in areas up to the west
of Port Au Prince,” said Prentice. “And you can
see in the imagery that there were coral reefs
sticking out of the water.”
…Geologists now blame last year‟s earthquake
on a previously unknown fault, named the
Leogane fault.

Darren Criss of 'Glee' dazzles La
Honda theater camp
(excerpt from http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/01/03/DDHQ1H1SFF
.DTL)
“Nestled among the redwoods just outside La
Honda in the Santa Cruz Mountains, YMCA
Camp Jones Gulch looks like a typical nature
camp. But the scene inside the rustic dining hall
during the Young Actors' Theatre Camp, held
there each winter, is more like a Broadway
musical come to life…The camp gets even more
like "Glee" after lunch when Darren Criss, the
newest cast member from that hit musical TV
show, leads a master class in this same room...
Criss, 23, is a San Franciscan who…graduated
from St. Ignatius High School and was a
counselor at the Catholic Youth
Organization summer camp in Occidental…
…"The message of being who you are is so
strong on 'Glee,' and it's something we stress as
well," says Ryan. "It's a powerful message that
really means something to these kids."

Harley Farms/Fogarty Winery in conjunction
with Pescadero Education Foundation Present
Winter Wine & Food Pairing
(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
LaHonda/message/24391)
When: February 26th. 2pm to 6pm
Where: Fogarty Winery (Woodside)
What: Wine & Food Pairing - Silent Auction Music
How: $ 45 at the door
winterwine.eventbrite.com (online)
Info: Helena Pisani (747-0518)
All proceeds benefit the children of LHPUSD

La Honda Real Estate Year in Review
(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/LaHonda/message/24612)
“… Karin and I have put the year in review
together for the La Honda, Coastside (Pescadero,
San Gregorio, and Loma Mar) as well as the
Skyline Area.
[For La Honda:]
http://coastalmountainblog.com/2011/01/17/201
0-la-honda-year-in-review.aspx
let me know if you have any questions or
comments.
Scott Hayes, Alain Pinel Realtors, 650-8518100”

La Hondan Carol Prentice on Haiti
Quake
(excerpt from
http://www.theworld.org/2011/01/12/anotherearthquake-in-haiti/)
“Long before last year‟s earthquake, geologists
had warned the Haitian government that a big
quake was around the corner. Studies had
showed that a fault that runs along the southern
part of Hispaniola was due to rupture. So when
the earthquake struck last January, geologists
thought that‟s the fault that had ruptured.
„Most of us assumed that the earthquake was on
the Enriquillo Plantain Garden fault,‟ said Carol
Prentice, a research scientist with the US
Geological Survey…Soon after last year‟s
quake, Prentice and her colleagues began looking
at satellite images for surface ruptures. But they

For Sale
- 2 Italian hand-painted tiled mirrors from
Italy (1 yellow, 1 blue): $75/ea
- 2 fans (1 standing, 1 pedestal): $10/ea
- Echo Gas Power Backpack Blower $100
(hardly used)
- Homelite 2500 W Generator $100
- Light green love seat, like new, $100
- Electric heating blanket, king-size, $20
- Roll-top desk $30
- Various lamps, plants, household items.
call 747-9793

10

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Sullivan’s has $10.00 specials on Thursday
night starting at 5:30pm until 8:30.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday live music and a
varied menu including Breakfast Specials and
Dinner Specials.
Sullivan's is a family orientated and family
owned restaurant.
Look forward to seeing you soon, 8865 La
Honda Road 747-9220
We take reservations and book gatherings.
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La Honda Events Calendar

February 2011
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30pm

3
Mike Osborn @
Alice's, 7pm

4
Stingray @Sullivans,
7:30pm
The Linda Martians
@ AJ's, 9:30pm

5
Dave Abbot Saxyman
and the Lads @ AJ's,
7pm

10 Craig Eddy @
Alice's, 7pm
LH Historical Society,
7pm
Yoga in Balance,
10am
BalinBalance,10am
17
Yoga in Balance,
10am
Deke Rivers @
Alice's, 7pm

11
Jeb Bollington @
Sullivans, 7:30pm
Dave Rascon @ AJ's,
9:30pm

12
John Henry's Farm @
Sullivans, 7:30pm
Stan Erhart Band @
AJ's, 9:30pm

18
Lighthouse @
Sullivans, 7pm
Bundy Browne @
AJ's, 9:30pm

19 San Gregorio
Artisan Fair, 1pm
Bundy Browne @
Sullivans, 7:30pm
Saxyman and the
Lads @ AJ's, 9:30pm

24
Yoga in Balance,
10am
TBA Special Guest at
Alices, 7pm

25
Day Late Fools @
Sullivans, 7:30pm
Michael B and
Family @ AJ's,
9:30pm

26 LHPUSD Food and
Wine Pairing, 2pm
Abalone Dreams @
Sullivans, 7:30pm
Jim Moore and
Funk@ AJ's, 9:30pm

6

7

8
Yoga in Balance,
10am
Meditation Group,
6:30pm

9

13

14
TBA @ Sullivans

15
Yoga in Balance,
10am

16
Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30pm

20

21

22
Yoga in Balance,
10am
Meditation Group,
6:30pm

23
Lit Night, 7pm

27
Saxyman and the
Lads @ Sullivans

28

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. More current information may be available from the calendar
at www.lahonda.com or by calling the venue
Key numbers:
Alice’s - 851-0303
Sullivan’s - 747-9220
AJ’s - 747-0331
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