The La Honda Voice
February 2020 - Always Free!

District 13 State Senator Candidates
A District 13 State Senator Candidate Forum on
January 22nd
brought out
approximately
60 community
members to La
Honda. The
event was cosponsored by
the San Mateo County League of Women Voters and
La Honda Indivisible. Candidates shown are: Annie
Oliva , Michelle Kleytman', Jordan Eldridge, Mary
Holing , Emily Matthews (more information on each
candidate is available at lahonda.com)

Johnathan Bergstrom –
New La Honda Postmaster
In July
2018,
Bonnie
Ulrick was
sworn in
as
Postmaster
of La
Honda.
Bonnie has
since
moved on
to become
Postmaster of Pescadero. The new postmaster of La
Honda is Johnathan Bergstrom. The La Honda Voice
asked Johnathan to answer a few questions about his
background and how he ended up as Postmaster here
in La Honda.

Puente Activities
and Events
Tax season is
here! If you had
income of $57,000
or less in 2019,
Puente’s team can
prepare your
individual tax return at no cost. Appointments
available in our offices in Pescadero and La Honda
starting January 27. Call us at 650-879-1691.

Voice: What is your background, including with
USPS, before coming to La Honda?
Bergstrom: I was born in San Jose and lived there
for 20 years before moving to Pescadero with my
family 7 years ago. I went to Foothill Community
College for several years before deciding to apply for
the San Gregorio Post Office clerk position. I got the
job and transferred to the Pescadero Post Office
within my first year. There, I worked with the
previous La Honda Postmaster, Bonnie, who taught
me how to run the office. The Pescadero Postmaster
was always working elsewhere so it was mostly just
Bonnie and I. I’ve worked in the Postal Service for
about 5 years now.

Puente will host a Census Kickoff Party at the
IDES Hall in Pescadero
on April 1 from 6–8pm.
Come learn about how the
census will be conducted
in our region in 2020, and
about the importance of
being counted. There will be food, a DJ, and a
performance by Ballet Folklorico.
Call us at 650-879-1691 for more details.

Voice: How did you happen to become the La Honda
Postmaster?
Bergstrom: When Karen decided to retire from the
Postmaster position (continued on page 2)

Also Gentle Exercise Classes, Caregiver
Connection, and Spanish Classes
(more information on page 2)
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New La Honda Postmaster (Continued from pg. 1)
…in La Honda, Bonnie applied for and received the
job. That left me mostly by myself in Pescadero as
the Officer in Charge (OIC) with occasional others
coming down to run things for a bit. When the
Pescadero Postmaster position eventually went up for
bid, Bonnie once again applied for and got the job.
That left the La Honda Postmaster position available
so I decided to try for it myself. My manager was
happy with my performance in Pescadero and so she
gave me the job.
Voice: Do you find working in La Honda different
than at the post office in Pescadero?
Bergstrom: For the most part they are very similar.
Both are small town communities where the
atmosphere is more relaxed and friendly than you
would find in an area with a larger population. The
biggest difference is the larger number of parcels that
La Honda gets and the much smaller space it has to
store them.
Voice: Do you have any plans for changes at the La
Honda Post Office? (e.g., expanding the space)
Bergstrom: I’ve made an effort to try and clean up
some of the decades of clutter and added a recycling
bin for customers in the lobby. We are also planning
on expanding into the recently emptied office next
door. This will include a renovation of the entire
office and it will give us much needed room for all
our packages. No set date on when this will begin.
Voice: Anything else that would be good to know
about you
Bergstrom: I spend most of my free time reading
and playing games of all varieties.

Puente Activities and Events
(Continued from page 1)
Gentle Exercise Classes continue each Friday from
10-11AM at the
Puente Office in
Downtown La
Honda.
The exercises we
will be doing are
geared toward increasing strength, flexibility and
balance. Along with chair and standing exercises,
we’ll be using free-weights and Therabands.
No charge for the class – but donations to Puente are
gratefully accepted. For information,
email lahondalynnette@earthlink.net
Caregiver Connection meets each Tuesday from
10am-noon in La Honda at the Puente office, This
program is not only for
people caring for young
children 0-3+ but
anyone who would like
to connect and meet other members of our
community. Light refreshments are available. All
children are welcome. Please join us for Arts &
Crafts, Music and more!
Caregiver Connection activities in the month of
February will include:
2/4 – San Mateo Library
2/11 – Balloons & Stickers/Bookmobile
2/18 – Magic Milk Paint
2/25 – Bead Threading
Contact Samantha Warner at 650-262-4113 or
swarner@mypuente.org for more details.
Spanish Classes in La Honda resumeed Thursday,
Jan. 23.
Are you interested in
learning Spanish?
Well here is your
chance!
Puente’s Thursday
evening Spanish classes in La Honda will resume
Thursday January 23.
Beginners from 6–7pm, and Intermediate/ Advanced
from 7–8.
For more information contact:
Education Director lhernandez@mypuente.org,
Education Associate mresendiz@mypuente.org
Spanish Teacher mcohen@mypuente.org
or call the Puente Pescadero office at 650-879-1691
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…The showdown over the scenic piece of coastline
has pitted the venture capitalist and co-founder of Sun
Microsystems against surfers and other advocates for
public access to California’s beaches…”
…“This (is) one more example of a billionaire who
uses his enormous wealth to force the people to accept
his arrogant self-centered ideology and deprive them
of their legal right to free access of all California
beaches,” said Joe Cotchett, a Burlingame attorney
who represented the nonprofit Surfrider Foundation..”

Bernard Hofler Convicted of Attempted
Murder in La Honda Shootings
(excerpts from: https://www.smdailyjournal.com/
news/local/years-to-life-sentence-in-la-hondashootings/article_365d2232-3678-11ea-8d6d03fd2d57b986.html )
“A 40-yearold North
Carolina
resident
convicted
of
attempted
murder in
La Honda
shootings
has been sentenced to 64 years to life in prison.” He
was also convicted of car theft and battery on a police
officer.
In 2016, Bernard James Hofler shot a 75-year-old
man twice at his home in La Honda home and then
shot a second victim. He was a stranger to both
victims…
…”Four days
after the La
Honda shootings,
Hofler was
walking along
Highway 1 in
Pacific and
attacked officers
who approached
him, prosecutors
said. Hofler got a shot off before he was subdued and
arrested.”

La Honda to Restore Lake’s Luster
(excerpts from article by Mark Noack of HMB Review
https://www.hmbreview.com/news/la-honda-looks-torestore-lake-s-luster/article_aae9043c-3707-11e19b3f-0019bb2963f4.html )

“Located across from the town's community hall,
Reflection Lake is a centerpiece for the close-knit
town, but years without maintenance left the pond
looking more like a swam.
…Local leaders at the Cuesta La Honda Guild have
taken notice, and they plan to form a special group to
investigate ways to spruce up Reflection Lake.
…In recent months, the San Mateo County Resource
Conservation District worked at Reflection Lake to
remove purple loosestrife, a particularly disruptive
nonnative plant from overseas. The town's pond was
found to be one of only two spots on the Peninsula
that had an outbreak of the invasive vegetation.
…La Honda leaders expect to form a management
plan by February.”

The Saga Continues: Billionaire Khosla of
Martin’s Beach Sues County Sheriff
(excerpts from https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/
2020/01/26/billionaire-sues-san-mateo-countysheriff-in-latest-fight-over-martins-beach-access/)
“Silicon Valley billionaire Vinod Khosla has
launched another offensive in his long-running battle
to restrict public access to Martins Beach — this time
by suing San Mateo County Sheriff Carlos Bolanos.
A new complaint filed in federal asserts that
Bolanos is violating Khosla’s right to equal protection
under the law because San Mateo County deputies
won’t cite or remove people if they enter the private
property Khosla owns surrounding the beach without
paying a fee. Khosla’s suit contends those visitors are
trespassers, and that the inaction of the Sheriff’s Office
deprives him of his rights as a private property
owner…

Reminder: "Lit Night"
Lit Night is on
the Last
Wednesday of
every month at
7pm, Cuesta
Cafe, 8865 La
Honda Road
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There was general agreement that, in order to
survive, any business in town will need to attract
patrons from over the hill.

Notes from Community Meeting
Regarding La Honda Town Center
by Lynnette Vega

A vision of what could draw people to La Honda:
A suggestion: to put different ideas out to the
community (either through email or at a next
meeting), assemble the ideas and then select the ones
that are feasible to work toward.
1) Create a “La Honda” identity (similar to “made in
Pescadero”).
2) Make “La Honda Gardens” a destination place for
people to walk around and picnic. Add to the
gardens, i.e. more plants, sculpture, picnic tables,
etc..
3) Have “pop up” music events on weekends with
local musicians, as well as entertainers, from over the
hill (who might bring their own audiences).
4) Instead of a restaurant, have a “cafe” (with reduced
water needs) as a place for people to meet: with wi-fi,
a fixed menu with food served on paper plates,
exspresso, sell cannabis/CBD.

The
January
27th,
2020
meeting
was
chaired
by
David
Strohm who stated that this meeting was the “first
step to the heart and soul” of La Honda.
The problem: With both the La Honda Market
and restaurant closed, other than Apple Jack's Bar, the
town has no place for people to meet and socialize
and is in danger of becoming a “ghost town.”
Ultimately, this could lead to property values being
affected. Despite there being a number of wells on
the restaurant/garden property, the reason the
restaurant hasn't re-opened is due to an inadequate
water source. While the Cuesta Board has been
approached to supply the water, up to this point they
have refused because in doing so they might be
deemed a “water utility” by the State and put under
State scrutiny and regulations.

The (possible) store:
Ways to draw-in or increase business
1) Change the speed limit going past the business
center to 25 mph (as well as changing the limit going
up to the school and into Cuesta).
2) Put in a stop sign, or at the very least a blinking
crosswalk, at the corner of Sears Ranch Road & 84.
3) Narrow the types of products carried in the store.
4) Stock it with local artwork, fruits and vegetables
from local farms.
5) Obtain an “off sale” liquor license. Have a
coffee/espresso/pastry counter in the AM and a wine
bar with munchies at night. (Vicki Skinner suggested
that a counter could be put in front of the existing
window by the fireplace/far wall and add a couple of
round tables and bar stools.)

Charlie Catania explained some of the reasons why
the store (personnel matters) and restaurant (lack of
potable water) are no longer open. He has put an
enormous amount of time and money into La Honda.
Last night the group gave Charlie a round of applause
acknowledging his hard work. Charlie mentioned that
he is 98% sure that the Post Office is going to expand
into the former real estate office. This additional
space will help make the Post Office more worker
friendly. Also, work has been in progress since Jan 1,
2020 to find a qualified tenant to reopen the Market
with an emphasis on customer service and fitting into
the fabric of the community. Hoping that, with
community support, the Market can thrive, which
will insure continued operation of the Market in the
future.

Resources
1) Jamie Walton worked for Sun Microsystems and is
familiar with their “visioning” process.
2) Both Maurissa Dorn and Mike Shaff have
experience as musical event planning.
3) Heather McAvoy, who is on the CS7 water
committee, would like to form a committee to do
more research on the water situation.
4) Someone suggested contacting Don Horsely to
enlist his help.
The next meeting will be on Monday, February
10th at 7PM at La Honda Gardens Restaurant.
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Gimme Three Steps

even looked mysterious as his long dreads covered
most of his face. Then the big moment happened. It
was “Birthday” from the Beatles: ”Dah Na, Nah Na
Nah Na, Na!’’ The drumming intensified and the
volume pierced the roof. Everyone charged the dance
floor: ”They Say It’s Your Birthday…Dah Na, Nah
Na Nah Na, Na!’’ Apple Jack’s ROCKED!
What came next was even better than the old
adage, “icing on the cake.” Jules pulled me off the
dance floor to freshen up in the bathroom. I came out
to D.B. Walker playing Lynyrd Skynyrd’s, “Gimme
Three Steps” and was shocked to see a FLASH MOB
on the dance floor. The girls were all wearing the
colorful Converse sneakers that I had given them as
gifts. Karen, from Salt Lake City, planned it and
organized everyone to dance in unison to “Gimme
Three Steps.” This was surely a FABULOUS 50th
birthday party to remember!

by Christine Page
(Chris’s 50th Birthday Party)
It was February and Applejacks looked
mostly the way it did ten years before. Back then, the
whiteboard above the bar read, “Fly Girl Chris turns
40.” Now the pay phone on the porch was gone and a
modern jukebox replaced the old, 1950s version.
Sadly a few friends were also absent. Squeak no
longer tended the fire and Bill S’s infectious smile
was missing from behind the pool table.
The D.B. Walker
Band
I was excited and
honored to have the
D.B. Walker Band
return a decade
later to play for my
Big 50th! This time all of my best, lifelong girlfriends
from all over the country were invited, and most were
there. My local La Honda friends were there too. We
all swayed and danced silently near the bar. David’s
music was great, but something was missing without
the old familiar songs. I wanted this party to ROCK!
Applejacks had a music restriction for some
time. It had something to do with licensing, and
basically, live bands could only play original music. I
had pleaded with the owners to make an exception
for my BIG 50th, but in the end, I respected their
rules, as did David.

An Article About the San Gregorio Store,
“Still an enduring step back in time”
(excerpts from https://www.mercurynews.com/
2020/01/23/horgan-san-gregorio-general-store-stillanenduringstep-backin-time/)
“…There,
nestled in a
rural
landscape
that hasn’t changed much through the decades, the
San Gregorio General Store continues to provide
local residents and occasional visitors with almost
anything needed to survive and thrive.
The store, which includes a mini-post office, has
served the coastal community well and faithfully
since 1889. This year marks its 131st year of
operation…
…You can browse and/or buy all manner of goods,
ranging from ranch/farm supplies and foodstuffs
(some prepared on the premises) to clothing and art
work…
…The owner, former college professor George
Cattermole, has run the place since 1978, so this year
is his 42nd. An avowed environmentalist, he has
stocked the store’s shelves, in part, with material
devoted to that subject.
He also has made sure that his enterprise provides
weekend space for a variety of musicians. You can
check the stores’s website,
www.sangregoriostore.com, for a list of programs.”

The
White
Board
at
Apple
Jacks
During the break, I told David how I was
trying to work out a plan with the bartenders, and
ostensibly the owners, to play whatever we wanted.
People were standing around. There was a long table
with little sandwiches, chips and veggies, and of
course, a birthday cake. The D.B. Walker Band was
just beginning their second set of original music
when I had a brilliant idea! I remembered reading
that private parties were exempt from the music
licensing restriction. After confirming with the
bartender, I ran outside and found a friend to stand at
the door. Everyone entering the bar now had to be
invited to the party.
I raised my arm and signaled to David that it
was a go! He nodded and started into a slow,
methodical guitar intro. He was cool and calm, and
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Free Electronics, Tires, and
Styrofoam Blocks Recycling
Event at Pescadero
Transfer Station on 2/8
from 10 am -2 pm
Electronics Recycling
They will take basically anything
that is “small” meaning no large
appliances like washers, dryers,
etc. They can’t take anything with
a refrigerant because those are
handled separately because of the
Freon.
Tires Recycling
There is a limit of 9 passenger or light truck tires. If
you have more than 9 you can make multiple trips or
you will need to fill out a form.
Styrofoam Blocks Recycling
They need to be clean and only the white #6. They
will not be taking peanuts.
More info at: www.smcsustainability.org; 888-4422666. sustainability@smcgov.org

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts
from other news sources. If an excerpt is of
interest, it is important that you seek out and
support the original source of the article. Links
to these sources will always be provided.
Go to lahonda.com to download the Voice and
copy/paste these links into browser.

Contact Bob Dougherty at
voice@lahonda.com for content questions and
Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
…and a big thanks to Puente for printing
the La Honda Voice!
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As we are welcoming in 2020 we will still be focused on La Honda and the surrounding country property. Our La Honda office
for many years is now making way for new improvements to the La Honda Center.
Our move is on to our Half Moon Bay office which we have been utilizing for some time now. So call us for any and all of
your real estate needs !
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February 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEDNE
THURSDAY
SDAY
Note: Events on this calendar are subject to
change. More current information may be
available by calling venue directly: Alice’s:
851-0303 AJ’s: 747-0331, SG Store: 726-0565

TUESDAY

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content
questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at LMateja@mypuente.org
for advertising
…and a big thanks to Puente for printing the La Honda Voice!

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 9-10:30a
S.G. Store: Kyle Alden 12-2p,
Mild Colonial Boys 3-6p

2 Second Harvest, OLR 12-1p
San Gregorio Store: Keller
Sisters 11-1p, Claddagh Band 2-5p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

3 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

4 "Mindful Movement"
with Jamie 10a-11:15,
LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH PO@12:30p
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6 Candlelight Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15p, Clubhouse
Alices: Pathetic
Honey,7-9p
Bookmobile,
PO@3:00-3:45

7 Low Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH
Puente S.G.
Store: W.
Michael
Wagner, 5-7p

8 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 9-10:30a
S.G. Store: Montara Mountain
Boys 11-1p, Harmony Grits 25p
Recycling Event, Pescadero
Transfer Station, 10-2pm

9 Second Harvest Food, OLR
Church 12-1p
San Gregorio Store: Flying
Salvias 11-1p, West Coast
Ramblers 2-5 p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

10 Yoga with
Mary@Club
4-5:30p
Community
Meeting, 7pm
at LH Garden
Restaurant

11 "Mindful
Movement" with Jamie
10a-11:15, LH clubhse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH
PO@11-12:30p
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13 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga, Jamie,
6-7:15p
Alices: Jack Mullins,79

14 Low
Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH
Puente
SG Store:
Sandy Mnt 5-7

15 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 9-10:30a
San Gregorio Store: Gary
Horsman, etc. 11-1p and
Atkinson, etc. 2-5p

16 Second Harvest Food, OLR
12-1
San Greg. Store: George
Kincheloe & Family 11-1p, Jon
Wittenberg 2-5p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

17 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

18 "Mindful
Movement" with Jamie
10a-11:15, LH clubhse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, PO@12:30p

19

20 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga, Jamie,
6-7:15pm
Alices: Nick Peters and
Friends, 7-9p
Bookmobile,
PO@3:00-3:45

21 Low
Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH
Puente San
Greg Store:
TBA 5-7

22 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 9-10:30a
San Greg Store: Waxwing
John 11-1p, Squirrels of
Wisdom, 2-5p

23 Second Harvest Food, OLR
Church 12-1
23 - S.G. Store: Jay Howlett 111p, Jones Gang 2-5p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

24 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

25 "Mindful
Movement" with Jamie
10a-11:15, LH clubhse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH
PO@11-12:30p

26
Lit
Night,
7pm at
LH Cafe

27 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga, Jamie,
6-7:15pm
Alices: Nathan
Hinojosa, 7-9

28 Low
Impact
Exercise, 1011a, Puente
SG Store:
Three on the
Tree 5-7p

29 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 9-10:30a
San Greg Store: TBA 11-1p,
Bundy Browne Band, 2-5p

