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Apple Jack’s Named in the Top 32 Diviest
Dive Bars In America

Path to the Upper Woodhams Creek
Waterfall by Denis Shaw
In October 2013, when writing about Cuesta
Trails, I hinted about a secret path above the
Woodhams Creek collection box that wound its way
down to the bottom of the cascading falls below. It
was, and still is, a crude, underdeveloped, and
slightly dangerous pathway
cutting through the scrub on
the steep hillside. I planned to
reveal the secret path during
the winter rainfall, but it
stopped raining, and there
was no waterfall.

Apple Jack’s was rated as the 12th diviest dive bar
according to Impulcity (https://impulcity.com/
articles/the-32-diviest-dive-bars-in-america/2)

There is a waterfall now.
These last waves of rain did
the trick, and there is water
cascading down this 60 foot
smooth rocky surface in a
spectacular display.
Upper Woodhams Creek Waterfall (continued pg 3)

Their description of our beloved saloon:
“Check your attitude at the door - this little one-room
cabin on the way to the beach wont be having any of
that. The title of a "dive" for this place is
controversial - it seems that it has only earned that
title because of its lack of pretentiousness. It's really
more of a backwoods country bar - that's the way it's
always been, and that's the way the locals like it. The
regulars are fiercely loyal and some have made this
their home-away-from-home for decades. The term
"dive" can be used endearingly, it isn't always a
reference to sticky floors and horrifying bathrooms sometimes it's more about the live music, cheap
booze, familiar faces and the feeling of being able to
let down your hair. It's a place where bikers, tech
professionals and students can sit on the porch and
enjoy a brew together.”

La Honda on My Mind – Part 4
A La Honda Voice Exclusive Four Part Story by
Christine Davison (known by locals as "Chris the
flight attendant")
We walked up the
hill behind the bar
to the home of
Lisa and Bernie.
Hook came along
too. The house
was warm and inviting. There were fresh-cut flowers
and bread baking in the oven. The table was simple,
yet elegant. I took the most unassuming seat. It was
next to Andy from Watford, England. Andy was
about my age and had been living in the Bay Area for
some time. He was very popular in La Honda, and
even though his British accent made him stand out,
he fit right in. (continued on page 2)
La Honda on My Mind (continued from page 1)

Start the New Year off right
donate to our Community

More information on page 2
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Andy was light-hearted and friendly. He had a fresh
sense of humor and big, wide eyes. He made me feel
welcome.
We all sat down at the table. There were
eight of us. I was immediately included and my
initial awkwardness about being a stranger at an
Easter celebration subsided. The group, individually
and collectively, was the most fascinating I had ever
met. Bernie had a loving smile and gentle spirit. Lisa
was beautiful with magical, blue eyes, wavy brown
hair and porcelain white skin. We drank wine and
talked for hours. I felt more included, amongst a
table of strangers, than I'd ever experienced.
After what seemed a long, enjoyable dinner,
it was time for the dessert toast. Andy asked me, "So
Chris, what brought you to La Honda?" Everyone
looked my way and listened. I explained that I heard
the name "La Honda" for the first time in January:

Redwoods called La Honda, California. That is
when I first heard the words "La Honda!"
I had never planned to look for Neil Young.
I just stumbled upon La Honda because there was a
pretty gal named Judy from Chico who lent me her
car. Though I was drawn to northern California after
I met the band, the timing was coincidental. Many
years prior, my favorite album was Neil Young's
"After the Gold Rush." At the time, the music
inspired me to look deeper within myself and see life
more fully. I had since forgotten that part of me and
had to find it. I made my farewells to my new friends
at Easter dinner. I knew I'd be back and maybe even
live in La Honda one day.
It has now been almost fourteen years since
my first visit to La Honda. I left Judy a box of
chocolates in her car after that Tuesday in February.
I hoped the sunshade kept them from melting. I have
never seen Neil Young, Pegi or Crazy Horse again.
Nor have I seen Judy since that day when she threw
me her keys and said, "Take my car!" And I still
have never been to Chico. Normand Provost is gone
now in the physical sense; however, I still consult
with him from time to time. That stool at the far end
of the bar in Applejacks will always hold the spirit of
Norm and his soulful welcome to La Honda.

“I was working on a flight from
Miami to Buenos Aires, Argentina. During
boarding an argument ensued in the first class
galley about a guitar and a baby stroller. One of
them had to be checked in the cargo
compartment in the belly of the airplane. What I
learned quickly, was that the musician Neil
Young, his wife Pegi, and the entire band Crazy
Horse were on board. The guitar was Neil
Young’s prized possession having once belonged
to Country Music great Hank Williams, Sr. The
Brazilian flight attendant had never heard of Neil
Young nor Crazy Horse. He insisted on putting
the stroller in the closet and checking the guitar.
He did not understand the importance of this
band or the guitar. I tried to convince him by
singing songs that he may have heard on the
radio. He could see the desperation in my eyes,
and finally recognized the song, “Southern
Man.” By this time, the band was threatening to
cancel the trip and get off the airplane.
Ultimately, the stroller was checked and I put the
worn case with Hank William's guitar in the
closet. Neil Young thanked me personally. The
Rock Rio Tour was on its way!
In Buenos Aires, I was invited to
join the entourage for dinner by Mark, one of the
sound technicians for Crazy Horse. When we
arrived at the restaurant, the group was already
seated at one, long table. Mark and I sat nearby
and visited everyone after the main course. I
was formally introduced to Neil and Pegi Young,
the band, and the road crew at that time.
Remembering our earlier encounter while
boarding the flight in Miami, Neil nodded and
thanked me again. Then I said hello to Pegi. She
mentioned that they lived in a small town in the

…Still the Season for Giving
Puente has done an
incredible job building
the South Coast
Community, including
La Honda. For example, if it wasn’t for Kerry Lobel
and Puente, the La Honda Voice would likely not
exist.
As Puente moves into its 17th year, please join
Puente's monthly giving circle, Puente Partners for
Sustainability, or give a monthly or quarterly gift to
provide Puente with the resources and ability to
continue to expand and deepen its life-changing work
and to respond quickly and effectively on important
issues affecting our community. Your commitment
assures that Puente has the resources needed to build
a healthy, sustainable and inclusive organization for
years to come.
To join or donate, go to:
http://www.puentedelacostasur.org
…and also read the article linked below about just
one of the many ways Puente has helped our
Community:
“La Honda students learn Spanish the Puente way” at
http://puentedelacostasur.org/thebridge/?p=2700
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Path to the Upper Woodhams Creek Waterfall
(continued from page 1)
To get there, take the Reservoir Maintenance Road to
the gate at the collection box. After passing through
the gate opening, proceed up the grade past the pipes
and pool and look for a path off to the immediate left.
Refer to the map (on right). The path climbs slightly
through the trees and brush, before descending.
Proceed carefully, stepping over roots and avoiding
the poison oak. The poison oak was aggressively
removed a year ago, but has returned with a
vengeance in a couple of spots. Be alert! Its long
fingers are smooth and leafless at this time of year,
and slightly dormant, though awakening fast with the
recent rains.
The path crosses a small rocky outcropping, and is
a little precarious, but possible with careful footing.
After that, the path dips into a sheltered cove
dominated by a mammoth bay laurel tree that
resembles an elephant head with an extra long trunk.

strawberry, although of little value as a food source,
is an excellent substitute for lawns as it uses no
additional water once established. It also takes
occasional mild foot traffic.
For growing your standard strawberry for eating,
there are a few varieties that do well around these
parts. Try growing Chandler, Tioga, Seascape and
Sequoia for strawberries on your table year round.
They are available in expensively at Wegmans
Nursery, 492 Woodside Rd, in Redwood City.
Strawberries are not only an edible landscape,
they are a perennial food in that they do not have to
be replanted every year, they just keep growing
through winter with minimal protection from frosts.
They are good for small spaces, and highly used in
permaculture. Only blackberries, cranberries and
raspberries have more antioxidants. Here's a useful
link: http://strawberryplants.org/2011/04/strawberryplanting-guide/
January is the best month
to transplant strawberries
here in zone 9. Also January
is time to plant cabbage,
carrots, onions, potatoes and
rhubarb outside, and start
broccoli, cauliflower, celery,
kale, peas, spinach and chard
seedlings inside. As usual,
protect from birds, slugs, pill-bugs and of course
Bambi and friends.
Go out and make 2015 a good year, and let's keep
our fingers crossed for more rain!

The elephant tree
Continuing on through the brush, you will pass
through bracken ferns, mimulus, and the fragrant,
silvery leafed artemisia before reaching a small
grassy knoll. Here, the path descends sharply to the
left, then continues back and forth across the slope,
into the ravine, and ends at a view spot below the
cascade of water. Currently, it is flowing generously,
and is a spectacular sight. Later in the season, closer
to April, there will be many Douglas Iris about, but
no guarantee there will be water falling. Now, or after
more rain, is the best time for this hike. Enjoy!

La Honda Landscape and Garden,
January by John Lindstrom
Thanks to recent rains here we are seeing things
spring back to life in La Honda this winter. We're
still in a drought though, and temperatures have been
relatively warm, so let's take a quick look at another
water wise native to the coast, the strawberry.
Both the Woodland strawberry (fragaria
chiloensis) and the Beach strawberry (fragaria
California) growing here produce strawberries that
are small compared to the regular size, but the flavor
of the Woodland Strawberry is considered to be the
best tasting of all native varieties. Our Beach
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Focus on Youth – Brendan Lewis

but he loves history. Some of his favorite things to
talk about are stories from the ancient worlds - the
cradles of ancient civilizations. Spouting random
historical facts are his go-to conversation starters
when he can’t think of anything else to say.
Although Brendan’s favorite place in the world is
La Honda, he has had the opportunity to live all over
the world: Hawaii, Texas, and Beijing China.
Brendan is a freshman at Pescadero High School and
works part time for a marine biologist in town.
Brendan lives with his mother [author], brother
and younger sister, Garrett and Aubrianne, along with
his beloved kitties.

by Gwendolyn Barnhart
This month we are
featuring Brendan
Lewis. Brendan lives
in La Honda on
Coggins Ranch. He
has been living here
for the past two and a
half years. He loves
his life out here in the
boonies; he loves
being able to run up
and down the trails,
dodging tree branches
and rogue bushes. He finds solace here and loves to
commune with nature and is grateful that he gets to
live away from the hustle and bustle of the city or the
“flat lands” as he calls it over the hill. For Brendan
living with autism, the city often creates a sensory
overload that makes him want to retreat to the
comfort of his room. Out here in the country he is
able to be himself without too many people, or too
many things going on at once.
Brendan was born in Monterey, CA and was just
over four pounds when he was born. He was in the
hospital for the first week of his life, but proved to be
a fighter and was discharged to the loving arms of his
parents a week later. It was a year thereafter that he
was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. There
was not much hope in the realm of prognosis.
Brendan was significantly delayed both cogitatively
and socially. He was not expected to ever be able to
go to school and participate in various activities with
his peers or even to lead a normal life. It was
expected that he would be significantly impaired, and
that he would need a strong support system to get
through life. Since participating in numerous
therapeutic endeavors, Brendan now thrives and has
far surpassed the expectations of his doctors and his
family.
He is among the brightest in his school where he
is now mainstreamed. Although he still has some
issues to overcome, he has come leaps and bounds
from what was expected. He has proved all his
doctors wrong and has demonstrated that through
perseverance and hard work, having autism is not
such a horrible thing. Brendan takes ownership of
having autism and it is a part of who he is. He takes
pride in being different and thrives in his
neurodiversity. Brendan is very bright and teaches
himself languages such as French and Latin. Often
he will say things in other languages and then offer
an immediate translation for his listeners. He also
delights in etymology (origins of words) especially
curse words. He not only has a love of languages,

The purpose of this series of articles is to highlight
the good that our local youth do and to help
encourage positivity. If you have a nomination for a
great kiddo, email me at wendycat@yahoo.com.
Nominations can be based on anything: scholastic
achievement, sports, volunteerism, etc… I really
need community input. I have heard that there is a
tremendous desire for this type of article, but without
nominations, it is extremely difficult to implement this
type of story monthly.

La Honda Man Gets Creative
(excerpt of article by Stacy Trevenon – see full
article at: http://www.hmbreview.com/community/lahonda-man-gets-creative/article_95ba24fc-894211e4-81de-2b012a12ac32.html)
“Story is an awesome
way for kids to learn,”
says La Honda resident
David Strohm,
discussing his
techniques and classes
that encourage children
to develop their creativity. “When they learn though a
story, a child’s retention of details is much better than
if they are simply asked to remember something,
because stories snap together.”… Strohm’s creative
workshops take two forms: weekly, 90-minute
classes during the school year, and week-long
packages of five intensive four-hour sessions held in
the South Coast outdoors, in settings like Huddart
Park in Woodside or Sam McDonald County Part in
La Honda…Within both forms, instructor and
students explore creativity and the elements of story.
The children design characters and scenario, but there
is always a challenge to be overcome. Typically it’s a
love story, and the characters and scenario may seem
unusual — perhaps a trampoline, says Strohm, may
be madly in love with a tofu salad — but the
challenges of making the characters and their
dilemmas are real in the story…”
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The La Honda
Voice News Sources

donations made will be given to our Annual Giving
Campaign which helps send underprivileged kids to
camp. Be sure to RSVP today!! You can call 650 747
1200 to RSVP. Thanks and happy holidays!

The La Honda Voice uses
a variety of sources,
including articles written
by local writers
exclusively for this
publication and short
excerpts from other
sources. Links are always
provided for these other
sources and the intention
is for the reader to read
the entire article from the
original source. It is
important that the La
Honda Voice readers
support these other
publications!

Help the La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
DRE Lic #01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-747-9708

Current Listings – call for more info - Gail Hafelfinger 650-996-5354
NEW!! 100 Sylvan Way, Redwood Terrace. $635,000. 1120 sf house, 3 beds/2 baths, 2-car attached garage. Turn-key
condition. 16,500sf lot has a lot of level ground, lovely trees, fenced, and usable.
57 Sequoia Drive. $650,000. 950 sf house, 3 beds/2 baths. Turn-key condition. 7720sf lot has lovely, privately fenced
front courtyard with deck, and level ground backing up to creek.
71 Redwood Drive. $549,000. 1100sf house, 2 beds/2 baths. Set up as 2 separate units. 20,600sf lot runs street to street,
Redwood to Laguna. 3 fireplaces + indoor BBQ.
SOLD for $606,000. 265 Cuesta Real. 1450sf house, 3 beds/2 baths plus workshop & utility/storage room. 10,700sf lot.
6
Turn-key condition. ***Call Gail, Dante or Frank Vento 650-888-9900
(Lic No. 01321362) ***
0

LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com



Call or Text 408-250-3339
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January 2015
SUNDAY

The La
Honda
Voice
4
Second Harvest
Food, OLR
Church, 12-2p

11
Second Harvest
Food, OLR
Church, 12-2p

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

12
Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 45:30p

6

13

SATURDAY

1
Yoga with Eric, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

2
AJs: TBD@9:30p

3
AJs: TBD@9:30p

7
Zumba@LHES
5pm

8
Yoga with Eric, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

9
AJs: TBD@9:30p

10
AJs: D.B.
Walker@9:30p

Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30p

Alices; A Good man ,7-9

14
Zumba@LHES
5pm

15
Yoga with Eric, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

16
AJs: TBD@9:30p

17

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change.
More current information may be available from the
calendar at www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s - 747-0331

5
Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 45:30p

FRIDAY

AJs: The Gil
Billy’s@9:30p

Alices; Jaeger & Johnson
@7-9pm
18
Second Harvest
Food, OLR
Church, 12-2p

25
Second Harvest
Food, OLR
Church, 12-2p

19
Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 45:30p

26
Yoga with Mary
@ Clubhouse, 45:30p

20

27

21
Zumba@LHES
5pm

22
Yoga with Eric, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Cuesta BOD
Meeting, 7:30p

Alices; Special Guest @79pm

28
Lit Night, 7pm,
Clubhouse

29

Zumba@LHES
5pm

Alices; Age of Reason @79pm

23
AJs: TBD@9:30p

31
AJs: Medicated
Funk@9:30p

Yoga with Eric, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

8

24
AJs: South Country
Blues band@9:30p

AJs: TBD@9:30p

