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La Honda Landslide Awaits Repair

Pegi Young, Bridge School co-founder
and Neil Young’s former wife, dies at 66
(excerpts from https://variety.com/2019/music/
obituaries-people-news/pegi-young-dead-diesbridge-school-co-founder-neil-young-former-wife1203098237/)
The HMB Review wrote an article about the current
La Honda landslide and its impact to homeowners
here (excerpts from https://www.hmbreview.com/
news/la-honda-landslide-awaits-repair/
article_669ecddc-094d-11e9-9bbc733a60059b70.html)

Pegi Young at
ranch near
La Honda.
“Pegi Young,
who cofounded the
Bridge
School with
her former
husband of 36
years Neil
Young, has
died after a yearlong battle with cancer. She was 66.
Pegi Morton, who was born in San Mateo, Calif.,
married Neil Young in 1978 after they met four years
earlier when she was a waitress near his ranch in La
Honda, Calif. The pair had two children, Ben and
Amber, and for the majority of their marriage, Pegi
Young was a full-time mother. The Youngs had so
much difficulty finding a school that was prepared to
handle the needs of their son Ben, who has cerebral
palsy, that they co-founded the Bridge School, an
educational program aimed at aiding children with
severe speech and physical impediments, in 1986.
The school is the focus of the Bridge School
Benefit Concert, which attracts some of the biggest
names in music annually to raise awareness and
funds for the school. Young continued to organize the
concert every year since its ’86 debut…”

“Nearly two years after a landslide ripped through a
section of Scenic Drive in La Honda and destroyed
at least three homes, affected residents are waiting on
compensation for the damage…Whether that
compensation comes from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency or through a pending lawsuit
the neighbors filed against their local municipal water
company remains to be seen. The neighbors — nine
listed plaintiffs — are alleging that Cuesta La Honda
Guild failed to address water leaks that may have
contributed to the landslide and are asking the water
company for payment to cover the costs of damage.
That damage is estimated at around $2 million for
each of six homes…
…They [homeowners filing lawsuits] state that in
November 2014, Cuesta La Honda Guild had either
caused or discovered a water leak while attempting to
replace a water meter and allegedly allowed the water
to leak continuously below and above ground until
August 2016 when the leak was repaired…
…San Mateo County officials say that the agency
has agreed to pay 75 percent. However, the payment
is conditional considering the pending lawsuit and the
agency has placed a Jan. 31 deadline on the
homeowners to determine whether they want to
continue to pursue the litigation…In the meantime,
some worry upcoming winter storms could
exacerbate the problem. Emergency officials said the
area appeared to be holding steady for now…”

Puente Events & Activities
(details on page 2)
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Puente Events &
Activities
(continued from page 1)
Not too
much new
for
January:
The Caregiver Connection continues
each Tuesday morning from 10am–noon at
the La Honda Puente office. Families and
caregivers with kids ages 0–5 gather for
learning, laughs, music, crafts, snacks and
more!

Join us
for LowImpact
Exercise
with
Lynette
Vega on
Friday
Mornings
from 10–
11 at the
La Honda Puente office.

Information on California
Mountain Lions
Thank you, Betty Nogues for posting a link to
a educational series on our local lions. The
series description on YouTube reads,
“California Mountain Lions is an 8-episode
mini web series illustrating the nature of
mountain lions in California. Here, we hope
to educate viewers on the importance of
mountain lions to the ecosystem and what we
can do to prevent their decline in our state.”
All of the episodes have not yet been posted.

Episode 1 located at
https://youtu.be/MGEdiCLPOGs

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from
other news sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is
important that you seek out and support the original
source of the article. Links to these sources will always
be provided.
Go to lahonda.com to download the Voice and
copy/paste these links into browser.
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(Highway 35) tour by the Skyline Historical Society.
There is also a link to a free app with this and other
tours in the Santa Cruz area and beyond. The full
article is here:
https://mobileranger.wpengine.com/blog/highway35-curvaceous-old-la-honda/

Questionable Local News?

La Hondans want to thank TripAdvisor for their
extensive review of La Honda restaurants, especially
since we can now “search by cuisine, price, location
and more.”

POST Hike at Lower La Honda Creek
The Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST)
organizes a series of free hikes throughout the year.
Many of them, like this one, is in La Honda’s
backyard. Other upcoming hikes include a sunset
hike at Pillar Point Bluff on 1/13 and a sunset hike at
Cowell-Purisima on 1/19.

1955 Chevrolet Bel Air Sport Coupe, stopped on Old
La Honda
“Old La Honda Road is based on several historic
roads that were the equivalent of turnpikes or
freeways in the 1860s and 1870s. Timber and other
commercial interests were demanding access to their
mountain properties, but the newly formed counties
did not have the money to fund all of the requested
roads…
…Entrepreneurs were allowed to petition their
county or state governments for a franchise to
construct a road financed by their stockholders. They
charged a user toll for the upkeep of the road.
Stockholders rarely made money, and there were
many complaints from travelers about the poor
condition of these roads. Eventually, the roads were
acquired by the counties, and turned into public
thoroughfares that served ranchers and tourists…

Lower La Honda Creek hike - Date and Time: Sun,
January 20, 2019
9:30 AM – 1:00 PM PST
Description: Join POST for a moderate 6 mile
hike through the open, rolling grasslands of Lower La
Honda Creek Open Space Preserve. Managed by
MidPen, this preserve features forests and redwoods
to the North, and hilly grassland to the South. It's a
great spot to escape the hustle and bustle of every day
life. Mix with other nature lovers and hikers, learn
about the Land from a great docent, and maybe we'll
even walk by some grazing cattle!
Start the New Year off right and sign up here and
view other upcoming hikes:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/post-hike-at-lower-lahonda-creek-tickets-53314827083

Summit area
ranchers
celebrate the
Fourth of July
at the Summit
Saloon, 1906.

Highway 35: Old La Honda Road Winds
into the Past

… Try to imagine the scene at the Summit Landing
in the 1890s. On the southwest corner stood the
spacious Rapley House and barn and the Summit
Saloon. Another house and barn, surrounded by
grazing sheep, was nearby. Tired stagecoach drivers
and passengers could stop for some refreshment at
the small Summit Saloon and play a few rounds of
pool. At holiday time, local ranchers gathered there
for dances…

I came across a wonderful blog article written by the
Skyline Historical Society. The article and
accompanying photographs are perfect for local
history buffs. Sections of it include Turnpikes of
Yesterday, Summit Landing, and Hallidie’s Wire
Ropeway.
The piece is part of the South Skyline Boulevard

3

Yellow

experiment of ripe tomato mixes, celery, savory
spices, olives, herby leaves and succulent vodka. The
vodka was chilled to perfection and then poured
slowly, while melting away, over perfectly shaped ice
cubes in a tall, clear glass. To top it off, Gary added a
pinch of tangy horseradish and a firm asparagus.
This Bloody Mary was the most perfect
solution to a new day. I felt the nutrients of the
libation flow through me. Desiree, Pamela, Gary and
I toasted to the beauty of the morning and this
impromptu gathering. Pamela was pretty with
blondish brown hair that curled slightly at the edges
as it touched her shoulders. She had a dimpled smile
and vibrant, thoughtful eyes. Her true love was
horses and I respected that about her most of all. She
wore cowboy boots and her black hat hung on the
back of the door. She always had a sexy way about
her that evoked vitality and energy. She was right
with the world, and she knew it.
Next, Pamela prepared us each a sunny-side
up egg on a plate of greens and crunchy toast. The
bright yellow yoke spilled over the edges and made
our fingers sticky with pleasure. We sat on a long
couch in front of a large window. The garden view
was beautiful with exotic plants and spring flowers.
There were pink and yellow buds exploding with
exuberance and glory.

by Christine Davison

Pamela

This is the
conclusion of
3-part story
written by
Chris Davison
for the La
Honda Voice
(Part 2 was in
the Nov 2018
edition)
Applejacks greeted Desiree like a longdeparted friend who had just returned from a sea
voyage. It was her first visit, but it was as though she
had been to AJ’s many times. A band played familiar,
nostalgic songs. With arms stretched to the heavens
and devilish grins, we danced alongside locals,
ghosts, and strangers. There was a tainted beauty in
each turn on the dance floor.
After a while, I looked around and Desiree
was gone. She had found her way through the
redwoods and onto Louise’s doorstep. It was a
privilege to be invited over there. Louise was a tall,
strawberry blonde with baby blue eyes. She wore
dark yellow work boots, and though her often
rugged-looking appearance intimidated some, Louise
had an incredibly warm heart. She liked to play, and
was definitely a wave you wanted to catch in La
Honda!
I headed over to Louise’s apartment. I
opened the door and was transformed by intoxication
into a fantastic world with yellow shag carpet,
candlelight, and magical plants. Earthly and
unearthly spirits were a part of this eclectic group of
friends. I did not know all of their names, but it is the
essence of a person that shines through with this sort
of life connection. The back of Louise’s apartment
opened to a world of towering redwoods, a winding
creek and muddy, luscious hills.
The next morning Desiree and I were invited
to Gary and Pamela’s cottage for a Bloody Mary. It
was a big slice of heaven in La Honda! The morning
dew melted off the edges of leafy plants. Warmth
came over us like a grandmother’s smile. There were
no cares in the world and time was ours.
Gary’s Bloody Mary Cocktails were a true
art form. Each concoction was a fifteen-minute

Gary
Gary lined up the
next round of
glasses. They
sparkled in the
late-morning sun
as the pitchers of
deep red elixir
flowed steadily,
and maybe more
hurriedly, down.
Our hours were
like little prizes.
Everything
magically came
together for this
brief period of time.
The afternoon in its closing hours drifted
upon us. I looked down and noticed that my big toe
was poking rudely out of my grey knee sock. I pulled
it off, like a magician pulls a scarf from a sleeve, and
exclaimed, “I will have to darn this sock!” Gary set
his Bloody Mary down on the table, picked up the
long sock, throwing it toward the garbage can and
missing, and said, “Not if I throw away that darn
sock away first!” It was time to go...
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San Gregorio Beach Access Case Now
Precedent for Others
An article in the LA Times about beach access in
Hollister describes how the San Gregorio beach
access case has been a precedent for others. (excerpt
from https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-mehollister-ranch-settlement-20181228-story.html )
“…Behind the exclusive gates of Hollister Ranch
are some of California’s most-coveted beaches and
surf breaks. Few have had the chance to visit them.
But earlier this month, after decades of pushback and
stalemates, state officials passed through these gates
with the cooperation of the ranch’s powerful
landowners. For the first time in years, they traversed
the pristine 8.5-mile shoreline to establish initial
boundaries that could be used for an ambitious public
access program…
… It’s one of many milestones this year in the
escalating fight to open California’s coast to
everyone. An all-out legal battle over Martins Beach
near Half Moon Bay culminated with the nation’s
highest court rejecting a Silicon Valley billionaire’s
appeal to lock the gate on his terms. A Santa Cruz
neighborhood that for decades has charged a
fee recently agreed, under state pressure, to open its
beach for free…
… The California Coastal Act proclaimed in 1976
that the beach is for everyone — not just for those
fortunate enough to own an oceanfront home. The
state over the years has chipped away at locked gates,
private roads and neighborhoods that try to keep out
the public. What’s left are access battles against those
with the means to fight back in court in perpetuity…
… Dozens of owners and ranch supporters…have
also pleaded their case to the commission. They
worry that unfettered access could spoil the ranch’s
coastline and undo years of effort to protect the land.
They point to the temporary access that they already
grant to scientists, academics, historical societies,
environmental groups and schoolchildren, and
question how someone unfamiliar with the rugged
terrain could safely navigate the steep canyons,
unpaved roads and high tides without cell service…”

New La Honda Elementary?
The photo
of this
school is
from
Lompoc,
California,
but the
origin of the
school’s
name is not
fully known
according to
both the school staff and the Lompoc town historian.
Karen, from the LompocHistory.org site,
responded to the LH Voice’s inquiry and forwarded it
to Lompoc’s 97 year old historian, Myra Huyck
Manfrina, whose family is from a small settlement
near Surf called Huyckville.
The answer I received is that, “There is no
definite answer on the name. However, the deep
canyon there was called arroyo Hondo. It then
became a name for the Mesa and the rocks along the
coast, as Honda. Also the point is called Point
Perdenales. So, it doesn’t appear any connection to
La Honda, Ca.”

Shark Tooth Rock at Martins Beach
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If you think you are being watched, you
might be right!

Another Shout Out to manager Carlos
Garcia and staff at the HMB UPS Store –
always friendly, prompt and professional and the LH
Voice printing is always perfect! Thanks!

UPS Store in
HMB

Daniel Casey posted an image of a radio-collared
mountain lion collected on his front lawn off Sequoia
near the Play Bowl on 12/13/2018. Lions truly do
walk among us in the darkness.
(ref: https://groups.google.com/forum/
#!topic/lahondadigest/-3GqSIyHqZM )

More to Come Next Month from Ted
Rodgers, Chairman of First La Honda
Days
Ted Rodgers has provided several stories for the La
Honda Voice in the past year, detailing his time in La
Honda while getting his PhD at Stanford (1964-68).
He was Chairman of the First La Honda Days
Celebration and held the semi-humorous title of “Mr.
Mayor” on the basis of his contributions to a variety
of community events.
Ted passed on that he is still in touch with the
Stouffer family, whose 4-year-old daughter, Sheri,
had won the first banana slug race in La Honda – and
she still has the trophy 50 years later!

Slug race promo material
Ted also said that he made a film with the Stouffer
family in 1967. The film went on a tour of college
film festivals and won a couple prizes. It was called
The Last Days of Spring, and Ted said that when he
gets back to La Honda in the spring, there may be a
showing. He has since translated the film onto a
DVD.

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for
content questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
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Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy and Successful 2019. A new year is upon us and changes are happening.
Interest rates have gone up, and real estate prices have softened.
We live in a unique region. The Peninsula is still one of the most desirable and resilient real estate markets.
Our La Honda office continues to be a place to meet clients whether buying or selling. Looking forward to an interesting year
ahead.
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January 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

* The La Honda Voice - Contact Bob Dougherty
voice@lahonda.com. For advertising in the La Honda
Voice, please contact Lisa Mateja of Puente.
* Also see Jamie’s calendar for more events at:
www.thebucolicyogi.com/community-events.html

1 Happy
New Year!

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2 Cardiyoga
Meditation
with Amanda,
5:15-7:30am,
Clubhouse

3 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse

4 Exercise 55+
@LH Puente 1011am

5 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

6 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1

7 Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse,
4-5:30p

8 "Balance, Stretch and
Tone Yoga" with Jamie 1011:15, LH clubhouse

9 Cardiyoga
Meditation
with Amanda,
5:15-7:30am,
Clubhouse

10 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: David Walker, 79p

11 Exercise 55+
@LH Puente 1011am

12 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie @9a
San Greg Store:
Moinyara Mtn Boys,
Harmony Grits, 11-5p

13 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1
San Gregorio Store:
Rachael Goodman,
Palazzo, Lane, 11-5p

14 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse,
4-5:30p

15 "Balance, Stretch and
Tone" with Jamie 10-11:15,
LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connect- 10-12
Bookmobile, 1-2:30, LHPO

16 Cardiyoga
Meditation
with Amanda,
5:15-7:30am,
Clubhouse

17 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 6-7:15
Alices: John Henry’s
Farm, 7-9
Bookmobile, 3:0-3:45@
LH PO

19 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie
clubhouse, 9am
San Gregorio Store:
Gary Horsman,
Atkinnson, etc. 11-5p

20 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1
San Greg. Store:
Nervous Pinatas,
West Coast Robert
Powell, 11-5p

21 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30p

22 "Balance, Stretch and
Tone" with Jamie 10-11:15,
LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connect 10-12
Bookmobile, 1-2:30, LH PO

23 Cardiyoga
Meditation
with Amanda,
5:15-7:30am,
Clubhouse

24 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: TBA, 7-9p
Lower LH Creek Hike,
9:30am-1pm

18 Exercise 55+
@LH Puente 1011am
S.G. Store:
Michael Vincent,
5-7p
.
25 Exercise 55+
@LH Puente 1011am
S.G. Store:
Three on Tree,
5-7pm

27 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church
12-1
San Gregorio Store
Jay Howlett and
Jones Gang, 11-5

28 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30p

29 "Balance, Stretch and
Tone" with Jamie 10-11:15,
LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connect 10-12

30 Cardiyoga
Meditation
with Amanda,
5:15-7:30am,
Clubhouse
Lit Night, 7p,
LH Cafe

31 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: TBA, 7-9p

26 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 9am
San Greg Store:
Coastal Prarie, Bundy
Browne, 11-5p

Note: Events on this calendar are subject
to change. More current information may
be available by calling the venue directly
: Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s- 747-0331,
SG Store – 726-0565

