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Sad Start to 2020 La Honda Store Closes

La Honda Woman Swept to Sea and
Rescued

The year
2020 started
sadly - the La
Honda
Country
Market
closed just
before
Christmas.
For those of
us who have lived in La Honda long enough, we
have seen the rise and fall of the previous market to
be replaced with the current one – bright and clean,
with a deli, and a wonderful staff.

Cowell State Beach
(excerpts from https://www.hmbreview.com/
news/woman-dog-safe-after-being-swept-tosea/article_3956e254-2dac-11ea-94b1df6a9d23a902.html)
“[Debra] Maruca, who was at the beach at about
11:25 a.m. on Thursday [January 2] with her
husband, parents and children, let her dog off the
leash to play on the secluded beach. It wasn’t long
before her dog, a pit bull named Ralph, got caught in
the waves and Maruca ran after her. “I went after her
and it (the waves) got me and it was a lot stronger
than I thought,” said Maruca, who lives in La Honda
and is 40 years old. “I tried to get out of it, but before
I knew it I was up to my knees and then I went
down.”… Maruca was swept out about 100 yards
from shore… Crews from the Harbor Patrol were
able to get to Maruca on personal watercraft and
ultimately brought her to shore. Rescuers said she
was just at the point where she was going
underwater… Maruca was then transported to
Stanford Hospital, treated for hypothermia and later
released…”

A white board on the market’s locked door said the
store closed “due to many different circumstances.”
But members on the La Honda Message Board were
quick to argue reasons for closure, blame to all
involved or uninvolved, and solutions for re-opening,
including creating a co-op. The reality is that a
grocery store in a bedroom community like La Honda
may always struggle to be successful. A lot of food
needs to be sold to pay the rent, salaries, utilities, and
other expenses. We have also seen the rise and fall of
many restaurants here with the same result.
Can the store
open with new
management? We
will have to see,
but the longvacant restaurant
is not a good
omen. Thank you
to everyone
involved with the
La Honda Country Market over the years, and maybe
2020 will provide the vision to allow it to re-open.
- Bob Dougherty

Puente Activities
and Events
New Spanish classes in January
Low-Impact Exercises on Fridays
Caregiver Connection on Tuesdays
(more information on page 2)
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Be an Informed Voter – California Senate

continued from page 1

Candidates Coming to La Honda on Jan 22nd!
Spanish Classes in La Honda resume Thursday,
Jan. 23.
Are you
interested in
learning
Spanish? Well
here is your
chance!
Puente’s Thursday evening Spanish classes in La
Honda will resume Thursday January 23.
Beginners from 6–7pm, and Intermediate/ Advanced
from 7–8.
For more information contact:
Education Director lhernandez@mypuente.org,
Education Associate mresendiz@mypuente.org
Spanish Teacher mcohen@mypuente.org
or call the Puente Pescadero office at 650-879-1691
Low-Impact Exercise
continues each
Friday from 1011AM at the
Puente Office in
Downtown La
Honda.
The exercises we will be doing are geared toward
increasing strength, flexibility and balance.
Along with chair and standing exercises, we’ll be
using free-weights and Therabands.
No charge for the class – but donations to Puente are
gratefully accepted.
For information, email
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net

Come meet the five candidates vying for Jerry Hill’s
seat in the California State Senate on January 22,
2020 at 7p.m. in the Cuesta La Honda Clubhouse .
This will be your chance to ask questions and get to
know the next person who will represent us in the
State Legislature.
State Senator Hill leaves behind a strong legacy and
big shoes to fill for his successor. He has a 20-year
record working locally (as Mayor of the city of San
Mateo and as a member of the SM County Board of
Supervisors), as a State Assemblyman, and as a State
Senator. He received a 100% rating from the
California League of Conservation voters for the
2016 through 2018 calendar years for his support of
conservation issues and a 97% “lifetime score.” He
led the fight to hold PG&E responsible for the San
Bruno gas explosion and for wildfires throughout
California and enacted legislation to ensure access to
Martins Beach. He's has championed such issues as
labeling bee-killing pesticides, preventing ratepayers
from being charged for leaked gas, the
“transformative climate communities program,” the
“California Global Warming Solutions Act”, and was
chair of the Senate Committee on Environmental
Quality.
This forum is co-sponsored by the League of Women
Voters and La Honda Indivisible. For information,
contact Lynnette Vega at (650) 747-0605 or
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net.

Caregiver Connection
meets each Tuesday
from 10am-noon in La
Honda at the Puente
office. This program is
not only for people caring for young children 0-3+
but anyone who would like to connect and meet other
members of our community. Light refreshments are
available. All children are welcome. Please join us
for Arts & Crafts, Music and more!
Caregiver Connection activities in the month of
December will include:
1/7 – San Mateo Library
1/14 – Shivery Snow Painting/Bookmobile
1/21 – Moon Sand
1/28 – Making without Baking: Cranberry Almond
Energy Bars/Bookmobile
Contact Samantha Warner at swarner@mypuente.org
or 650-262-4113 for more details.
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Face of Local Music - Three on the Tree

California Sues Billionaire Khosla over
Access to Martins Beach

by craig eddy

Martin’s Beach
(excerpts from https://www.sfchronicle.com/
bayarea/article/California-sues-billionaire-overaccess-to-14953931.php# )
“The state of California filed suit Monday against
Silicon Valley billionaire Vinod Khosla, seeking to
ensure public access to a scenic, sandy cove in San
Mateo County — the latest development in a decadelong, back-and-forth battle.
The suit, filed in San Mateo County Superior Court,
says that Martins Beach had been open to the public
since at least the early 1900s, giving beachgoers
implied access rights under the state constitution.
Khosla, a venture capitalist and co-founder of Sun
Microsystems, bought the property in 2008 and shut
off access to the beach in 2010. The constitution
guarantees public access to all beaches below the
mean high tide line. Khosla has argued that he has a
right to stop people from crossing his property to
reach the beach, a popular surfing and picnicking
destination about 6 miles south of Half Moon Bay…

Three on the Tree New Year's show at the San
Gregorio General Store
What a great beginning to 2020! San Gregorio Store
hosted an awesome New Year’s Day show featuring
local Country act Three on the Tree. Jerry Logan has
been a professional performer in many different
bands over the years. In the words of some of his
longtime supporters, this could be the best he has put
together so far. There was a great supportive crowd at
the Store and the sound mix was perfect. Bob, Fred,
and Jerry were joined by Reid Fisher on fiddle, David
Carter on piano and accordion, and JB on bass. If you
appreciate totally slick and professional old school
country this is an act not to miss. Hopefully they will
be playing the area for years to come. They play the
last Friday of every month at the San Gregorio
General store and will most likely be playing the La
Honda Fair this June.

Help Thirsty Koalas Devastated by
Recent Fires

Sign at
Martin’s
Beach

Not the koalas in
La Honda, but the
ones affected by the
wildfires in Australia.
Living in a forested
area in California, we
are very aware of the
on-going possibility

Despite
the
lawsuit,
which
Attorney
General
Xavier Becerra filed on behalf of the Coastal
Commission and the State Lands Commission, the
state is still willing to negotiate access with Khosla,
Haage said.”

of a nearby wildfire.
The Port Macquarie Koala Hospital, and National
Parks and Wildlife Service crew leaders, have spent
weeks searching for koalas following the devastating
bush fires in the Port Macquarie area. The support on
their GoFundMe page has been overwhelming, but
the money gathered has been put to good use. For
more information go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-thirsty-koalasdevastated-by-recent-fires
(Thank you Cathy and Larry Whitney for the post)
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What’s Happening with Red Barn and
LHCOSP Access?

members if you have questions. Hope to see you at
the meeting in La Honda on February 6th!

by Barbara Hooper

La Honda Creek
Open Space
Preserve
(LHCOSP)

Here’s the update on Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District’s
(MidPen) plan for additional parking and
trailhead access near the Red Barn and
other locations in the La Honda Creek
Open Space Preserve (LHCOSP). The
MidPen La Honda Public Access
Working Group (PAWG) which consists of five
La Honda residents, six representatives from the
other MidPen Wards, and two Board Members, has
met monthly since August. Meetings have focused on
the history and background of MROSD and
LHCOSP, along with the constraints and challenges
being faced to meet the Board-approved project goals
and objectives. The meetings included site tours to
evaluate expanding public access to the central area
of the La Honda Creek OSP. On December 12, the
PAWG began discussing parking and trailhead
options. The next meeting is in La Honda on
Thursday, February 6, 2020 at 6:30PM at the La
Honda Elementary School.
The Red Barn
(images from the
MidPen site)

San Mateo County Rare Bird Alert
snow goose
From the ebird.org site:
“eBird is the world’s largest
biodiversity-related citizen
science project, with more
than 100 million bird
sightings contributed each year by eBirders around
the world. A collaborative enterprise with hundreds
of partner organizations, thousands of regional
experts, and hundreds of thousands of users, eBird is
managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.”
red-naped sapsucker
“eBird’s goal is to gather
this information in the
form of checklists of
birds, archive it, and
freely share it to power new data-driven approaches
to science, conservation and education. At the same
time, we develop tools that make birding more
rewarding. From being able to manage lists, photos
and audio recordings, to seeing real-time maps of
species distribution, to alerts that let you know when
species have been seen,
we strive to provide the
most current and useful
information to the
birding community.”

Mark your
calendars to attend
the February 6
meeting in La
Honda to observe and provide input as the Working
Group determines sites and options to forward to the
MidPen Planning and Natural Resources committee.
Sites being considered are located in the:
- Red Barn area
- Driscoll Event Center
- Sears Ranch Road area
- Gate LH07 - LH07 is located about 2 miles in the
Eastbound direction outside of La Honda on the left
side of Highway 84. It is at the call box at mile post
11.1 (the distance from Hwy 1).

prarie warbler
If you go to:
https://ebird.org/alert/summary?sid=SN36044&sortB
y=obsDt&o=desc
you can get a summary of dozens of rare birds seen in
San Mateo County over the past 7 days. The latest
observations include snow goose, ferruginous hawks,
red-naped sapsuckers, orchard oriole, harlequin
ducks, scaly-breasted munia, prarie warbler, and
much more.
Go to their website and see photos of these rare birds
and maybe volunteer to find some rare birds yourself!

For more details, maps, and photos of the sites under
consideration go to:
https://www.openspace.org/sites/default/files/201912
12_PAWG_Presentation.pdf
Additional information about the LH PAWG and a
link to send your comments to MidPen can be found
at: https://www.openspace.org/la-honda-publicaccess-working-group
Feel free to contact La Honda Working Group
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Rural Publications keep neighbors in the
know
(from a HMB Review article)

Support Your Local Papers!
Although there are some small, free publications like
the La Honda Voice which are written, compiled,
edited and distributed solely by volunteers, larger
publications require dozens of full-time people whose
livelihood depend on advertisements and paid
subscribers to their papers.

Ashlyn Rollins-Koons from the Half Moon Bay
Review interviewed residents who started or now run
local coastal newspapers, including Eileen Fredrikson
for the Kings Mountain Echo, Bella Skinner for the
Pescadero Fish Wrap, and Bob Dougherty for the La
Honda Voice.
Excerpts from her article are below:
“Dedicated, rural Coastside residents follow the news
trail wherever it leads. They faithfully record their
local agencies’ board meetings, retell the tales of
homegrown legends and publish community
calendars of upcoming events.
They do so with the help of scrappy volunteerdriven community publications run by editors who
believe their publications provide news and
information important to the quality of life in their
communities…”

As shown in this graphic, the advertising revenue
from newspapers have been in a decline for the last
20 years. Some of this advertising revenue has shifted
to Google and Facebook, but if this decline
continues, newspapers like the Half Moon Bay
Review could go the way of the La Honda restaurant
and now our grocery store.
The Half Moon Bay
Review employs
professional
journalists like
Ashlyn RollinsKoons, who wrote the
Rural Publications
article summarized
on this page. The La
Honda Voice
sometimes will
summarize such articles, but the original authors are
the ones who deserve the credit and compensation.
Although some of the Half Moon Bay Review is
free, other content like the article on rural
publications requires a paid subscription. However,
the online subscription price is as low as $25 per
year. Only the Half Moon Bay Review consistently,
thoroughly, and accurately covers the local news,
issues, and events in the La Honda area, so consider
becoming a subscriber of the Half Moon Bay Review.

… “The La Honda
Voice started with a
fundamental
journalistic intent to
hold the powerful
accountable. Bob
Dougherty moved
to La Honda from
San Francisco more
than 20 years ago.
For a while, he
wasn’t happy with
the Cuesta La Honda Guild Board of Directors.
“At that point, there wasn’t any newspaper in
town,” Dougherty said. “I started the La Honda
Voice kind of as a protest and information for what
was going on in town.”
In a turn of events, Dougherty ended up getting
elected to the board, noting his perspective changed
during that time. The La Honda Voice was put on
hold in the meantime, but when he left the board, he
started the publication up again.
“It was a need, so I just figured I would fill it
myself,” Dougherty said.
He still designs it on Microsoft Word, edits all the
content, distributes it and writes many of the articles.
Dougherty used to print it himself, but Puente de la
Costa Sur started printing the 300 copies for him.
“I might be a little biased, but it is important,”
Dougherty said. “There’s a lot of ways for
information to get out. ... But I think it’s useful
anyway for people to have a single place they can go
to see what’s been happening and what’s coming up
in the future.”

P.S. If you also want to support the La Honda Voice,
you can donate to Puente who pays the printing costs.
All other La Honda Voice work are by volunteers.
Although the La Honda Voice does have some ads,
they are local advertisers provided as a service to the
community. These ads do not cover the printing costs.
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La Honda: From Power Outages in the
Winter to Power outages Year-Round
The new
normal in La
Honda is power
outages in both
winter and
summer. La
Hondans have
always been
ready for a loss
of power during the winter – marginal transformers
fail, and limbs and trees snap power lines. But 2019
was the first year I recall where frequent power
outages occurred outside of winter.
In some inland areas power outages already occur
during the summer because the number of operating
air conditioning units overwhelm the power grid. But
now because of the past California fires, planned
power outages can occur during any dry and windy
day. Last year many thousands of dollars of food
spoiled because of these protracted outages.
Because of the more frequent possibility of
electrical outages, many people have purchased
electrical generators. But generators bring their own
issues with generators creating sparks and nearby
gasoline. Perhaps this is a good time of year to
consider how to safely address this “new normal.”
– Bob Dougherty

Contact Bob Dougherty at
voice@lahonda.com for content questions
and Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
…and a big thanks to Puente for printing
the La Honda Voice!

Accident Closes La Honda Road
Image is just a
simulation…not
a photo of the
actual event
An accident on
January 7th shut down La Honda Road between
Portola Road and Skyline because a truck went off
the road near Fox Hill Road. A comment to the
almanac article on this accident said that this was the
4th time this year that a vehicle went off the road at
that spot. Be careful and look out for dangerous
drivers.
The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts
from other news sources. If an excerpt is of
interest, it is important that you seek out and
support the original source of the article. Links
to these sources will always be provided.
Go to lahonda.com to download the Voice and
copy/paste these links into browser.
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As we are welcoming in 2020 we will still be focused on La Honda and the surrounding country property. Our La Honda office
for many years is now making way for new improvements to the La Honda Center.
Our move is on to our Half Moon Bay office which we have been utilizing for some time now. So call us for any and all of
your real estate needs !
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January 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Contact Bob Dougherty at
voice@lahonda.com for content
questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
…and a big thanks to Puente for
printing the La Honda Voice!

TUESDAY

Note: Events on this calendar
are subject to change. More
current information may be
available by calling venue
directly: Alice’s - 851-0303
AJ’s- 747-0331, SG Store –
726-0565

WEDNESD
AY
1

Happy
New
Year

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 67:15,Clubhouse
Alices: John
Henry’s Farm,
7-9p

3 Low Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH Puente
San Gregorio
Store: 5-7p

4 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 910:30a
S.G. Store: Music 12-2p, 36p

5 Second Harvest, OLR 12-1p
San Gregorio Store: music 111p, 2-5p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

6 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

7 "Mindful Movement"
with Jamie 10a-11:15,
LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH
PO@11-12:30p
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9 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 67:15p,
Clubhouse
Alices: Dan
Newitt,7-9p

10 Low Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH Puente
S.G. Store: M
Kelly Rogers, 57p

11 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 910:30a
S.G. Store: Son Ravello 111p, Harmony Grits 3-6p

12 Second Harvest Food, OLR
Church 12-1p
San Gregorio Store: Flying
Salvias 11-1p, Dan Newitt 2-5 p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

13 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

14 "Mindful
Movement" with Jamie
10a-11:15, LH clubhse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH
PO@11-12:30p

15

16 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga,
Jamie, 6-7:15p
Alices:
Fabulous Wing
Bros,7-9
Bookmobile,
PO@3:00-3:45

17 Low Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH Puente
San Gregorio
Store: Overland
Blues Express,
5-7p

18 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 910:30a
San Gregorio Store: Gary
Horsman, etc. 11-1p and
Atkinson, etc. 2-5p

19 Second Harvest Food, OLR
12-1
San Greg. Store: Tom Faia &
Kate Miller 11-1p, Jones Gang 25p
26 Second Harvest Food, OLR
Loma
ChurchMar
12-1Store: Brunch and
Tunes,
2-5p
23 - S.G. Store: Jay Howlett 111p, Pathetic Honey 2-5p
Loma Mar Store: Brunch and
Tunes, 2-5p

20 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p
27 Yoga with
Mary@
Clubhouse 45:30p

21 "Mindful
Movement" with Jamie
10a-11:15, LH clubhse
No Caregiver Conn.
Bookmobile,
PO@128 "Balance, Stretch
2:30p
and Tone" with Jamie
10-11:15, LH clubhouse
Caregiver Connection,
10-12, LH Puente
Bookmobile, LH
PO@11-12:30p

22
Meet the
Candidates
at 7pm, LH
Clubhouse
29

23 Candlelight
Vinyasa Yoga,
Jamie, 67:15pm
Alices:
Gary
30
Gates, 7-9p
Puente Spanish
classes resume

24 Low Impact
Exercise, 1011a, LH Puente
San Gregorio
Store:
Kelly
31 LowMImpact
Rogers
5-7p
Exercise, 1011a, LH Puente
San Gregorio
Store: Three on
the Tree 5-7p

25 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 9-10:30a
San Greg Store: Polly and
the Morphics 11-1p, Bundy
Browne, 2-5p

