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COVID-19 update
San Mateo
County is
still in the
COVID-19
purple tier,
meaning the
virus is
widespread
and many
personal and business restrictions are in place. Key
behaviors, like face coverings, hand washing, and
social distancing, are still in effect, but the State has
also updated its guidance on private gatherings and
curfew. For example, gatherings of over 3 households
are prohibited, gatherings should be outside, and
individuals in a high-risk group (e.g., older adults and
people with chronic medical conditions) are
discouraged from attending any gatherings.
These restrictions are frequently changing, so it is
best to go the the San Mateo County Health website
for the current status:
https://www.smchealth.org/coronavirus

Fire danger over, but now slide concerns
(slide
damage
on
Highway
35 in
2/2019)
Fire
season
ended
with the
recent rains, but now the concern is debris flow
within the county as the areas where trees and
vegetation have burned are prone to mud and rock
slides.
The San Mateo County Office of Emergency
Services is planning for the potential of catastrophic
mudslides as an aftermath of the CZU fire, especially
now that the rainy season has begun. The areas of
most concern are: Whitehouse Canyon, Gazos Creek,
Butano Canyon and Loma Mar. Be especially
vigilant this time of year of rocks and slides on the
road while driving.
In addition, this is a good time to assess water flow
or any standing water near your residence. Time
spent controlling and diverting water now can save
expensive bills or even a disaster later.
You can watch the recording of the SMC CZU
debris flow plan Webinar, which was originally
presented on December 16th:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jozhLsv_OJvs4S_QB
TiByb8_T2bDg29O/view?usp=sharing
This webinar discusses the monitoring, alerting and
responding of all
agencies involved
Contact Bob Dougherty at
with the debris flow
voice@lahonda.com for content
plan.
questions and Lisa Mateja of
Puente at LMateja@mypuente.org
for advertising …and a big thanks
to Puente for printing the La
Honda Voice!

Free local COVID testing
There is COVID
testing at no cost to
the participant (Sin
costo para
participantes)
for community
members living or
working in
Pescadero, Loma
Mar, La Honda or San Gregorio
(Para miembros de la comunidad que viven o
trabajan en Pescadero, Loma Mar, La Honda o San
Gregorio).
Tuesday, January 12th from 3:30pm - 5:30pm
(Martes 12 de enero de 3:30pm - 5:30pm)
Pescadero High School (Preparatoria de
Pescadero) 360 Butano Cutoff, Pescadero CA 94060
For appointments / Citas
(650) 879-1691 or https://bit.ly/37LXqrH
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COVID vaccination schedule

911 can now be texted

The number of
vaccinations is behind
schedule because of a
lag in COVID-19
supplies, so an exact
timeline of when the
general public will
receive the vaccination is unknown.
“By sometime in February, the vaccination of
38,000 health care workers and 12,000 nursing
home residents is still expected to be
completed…County Manager Mike Callagy said
San Mateo is waiting on California guidance to
see who falls into the next priority list, which
should happen with the next week…San Mateo
County has received 22,000 doses from Pfizer and
Moderna with another 6,000 doses expected in the
next allotment.”
Medical systems like Kaiser Permanente and
Sutter Health manage their own vaccine supplies,
so if applicable, contact them first. For other
residents, like the uninsured, follow the San
Mateo County Health website for current
information.
(Excerpts from https://www.newsbreak.com/
news/2140416205040/san-mateo-county-healthofficials-not-sure-when-vaccines-will-be-availableto-public )

(excerpts from: https://files.constantcontact.com/
13ae4c7f701/fab11440-e0bb-4979-b14de55660a31d82.pdf)
“Emergency
Command
Center is proud
to provide a Text
to 9-1-1 option
for San Mateo
and Santa Cruz
Counties. The texting service is for emergencies
when people cannot safely call 9-1-1, and for those
with hearing and/or speech impairment. Please note
that only SMS text messages will be accepted;
Videos, Photos, or MMS messages are not
supported…When texting 9-1-1, the initial message
should include the location and type of emergency.
Examples of the primary usage of the Text to 9-1-1
service are as follows: • When someone is in a
situation where it is not safe to place a voice call to 91-1 • When an individual is deaf, hard-of-hearing, or
has a speech impairment • When a medical
emergency arises that renders the person incapable of
speaking • Poor cellular service that might only allow
you to text and not make a voice call in an
emergency”
The last reason, poor cellular service, is especially
pertinent to the La Honda area where a voice call is
not always possible.

Total COVID-19 cases in La Honda
The latest information provided by San Mateo
County ( https://www.smchealth.org/datadashboard/cases-city) is that there have been 25,724
cases of COVID-19 in San Mateo County with less
than 10 cases in La Honda. (The County does not
give an exact count for small communities like La
Honda where there is less than 10 cases to protect
privacy and confidentiality.)
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Truck company fined $60k for local spill

Propane shortages and provider issues
Recent discussions on the La Honda message
board and Nextdoor complained about timely
deliveries of propane. Individual propane tanks are
used in most homes in the La Honda area for heating
and cooking. Although the pandemic has likely
compounded the problem, it seems that the first
sustained cold spell of winter and the increasing
number of people staying home has also increased
propane demand.
According to the message boards, the Amerigas
company is receiving the majority of the complaints.
People on these boards reported that local offices
have been permanently closed and some of the
propane drivers
were brought here
from out of state.
For those who
want to change
propane providers,
a message board
user said that one
propane driver said
there was a 7-week delay because of a shortage of
tanks. He said the best thing to do is get your tank
refilled from your current provider, get on the waiting
list to change to the new company, and when propane
drops to the 20% level, the residual propane can be
transferred from the old to the new tank by the new
provider. Then the old tank can be picked up,
although there may be a fee involved. Sometimes the
tank is in a difficult place to exchange or the old tank
location doesn’t meet their standards, so it is best to
talk with the new propane provider first to ensure
there won’t be any issues.
The CEO of Amerigas, Hugh Gallager, has
responded to these concerns in a letter to its
customers (https://nextdoor.com/p/JdKJ562RG7c?view=detail), admitting, “we know in
certain pockets of the country some customers are
experiencing order delays, missed-delivery windows and
long wait times when they try to call us. We know how
frustrating that can be. If you have experienced one of
these issues, we are truly sorry… We will soon have
doubled staff members in our customer engagement
centers to better answer your calls. We’ve expanded
customer-service hours to now include Saturdays from 85pm EST. In areas needing additional delivery support,
we’ve expanded services an extra day (6 days a week)
and two extra hours each day (from 8 to 10 hours).”
The local Amerigas customers on Nextdoor did not
seem moved by the letter from the Amerigas CEO.
Some posts stated that they wanted a rebate from
Amerigas, others discussed contacting ABC7 “7 on your
side” for a media investigation, but many say that they
have already switched providers or plan to switch soon.

( info from https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/
2020/12/10/company-hit-with-60000-penalty-for-spillingasphalt-product-in-san-mateo-county-stream-nearredwood-park/ )
“A tanker truck owned by VSS International of
Sacramento rolled into a creek off Alpine Road east
of La Honda on Sept. 30, 2019, spilling roughly
1,000 gallons of asphalt emulsion into a tributary of
Alpine Creek… The spill also dumped 100 gallons of
diesel fuel.” The driver was not familiar with the local
roads and missed a turn. The driver and passenger,
who was training to drive tanker trucks, were not hurt.
Beside killing vegetation, fish and salamanders were
also killed by the spill. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency fined the company $60,000 to
settle violations of the federal Clean Water Act.

Pathetic Honey’s new album
In these pandemic times, there is at least one bright
spot in the
release of a
second
album from
local group
Pathetic
Honey
called
“Again at
Last.” The
album
includes 15
all-new
studio
recordings and is available through Spotify, Pandora,
Apple Music and Amazon. CDs are also for sale at
the La Honda Market and other local stores for only
$10. You can also sample each of the tunes at
Amazon before you decide to buy it.
( https://www.amazon.com/
gp/product/B08QFB6Z35/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp )
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• We either organized or attended demonstrations in
support of the following:
- Demanding that Trump show his taxes
- "Keeping families together" and immigrant rights
- "Climate Science"
- Releasing the "Mueller Report"
- Impeaching the President
- The Women's March
- And since June we've held weekly "Black Lives
Matter" demonstrations (sparked by the murder of
George Floyd) in San Gregorio, La Honda, Skyline,
HMB and more recently, in Pescadero
• Wrote by hand nearly 3,000 letters and postcards
encouraging people to vote and vote early in the
general election
• Sent more than 1,000 postcards to Georgia voters to
help "get out the vote" in a crucial senatorial election
• Joined with the San Gregorio Store in hosting 4
music and poetry events that earned more than
$10,000 for "free speech" radio, KPFA
• We created links with other "Indivisibles" as well as
activist groups on the Coastside
• Developed a questionnaire about policing with the
possibility of having a "forum" in the future.

La Honda Indivisible, so far
by Lynnette Vega
Our group
began nearly
four years
ago when 34
community
members
came to a
meeting at
the Cuesta
Clubhouse
after the
disturbing
election of
Donald
Trump. Even before entering office, his fascist-tinged
rhetoric (demonizing immigrants, sanctioning torture,
opening up formerly closed "black sites", bashing
news media that dared to challenge his lies) left many
of us feeling as if "doing nothing was not an option."
As we bring a close to 2020 and hopefully step into
better times, this is a good opportunity to reflect on
some of our accomplishments during these four
years. What we've done is pretty impressive and
demonstrates what a relatively small group of
determined people can do!!. We are powerful!!

BLM event in San
Gregorio (photo by
Sue Henkin-Hass)
While news
coming from our
Nation’s Capital
during the last four
years has been
deeply troubling,
La Honda
Indivisible has
endeavored to
counter that with
action -- which is a
lot more positive than screaming at the television
whenever the news comes on!! The energy that has
characterized La Honda Indivisible will persist after
electoral issues have been more or less settled because as a group we've recognized that there's still
a lot of work to do!!

• We sponsored a town meeting to explain voting
changes in San Mateo County
• Working with Puente, we helped in collecting
jackets and coats for farmworkers and their children
• Going to Pescadero, HMB, Terra Nova, Menlo
Atherton, Sequoia High Schools and Foothill
Community College, we registered nearly 300
students to vote (many for the first time!) so that they
could participate in the most recent elections
• We brought State Senator Jerry Hill and
Assemblyman Marc Berman to La Honda so they
could address our statewide and local concerns
• At our request, Congresswoman Anna Eshoo came
to La Honda for an informal "town meeting" - her
first ever held here!!
• We held a "meet the candidates" forum for the five
Democrats running for Senator Jerry Hill's seat in the
California Assembly (the Republican never
responded)
• La Honda experienced its first ever "Climate
Change Forum" that focused, front and center, on the
"number one" issue of our day. We had guest
speakers from the Sierra Club, Environment
California and youth organizers from Heirs to Our
Oceans, etc.

The next meeting of La Honda Indivisible will be
on Monday, January 11th at 2:30PM. If you
would like to attend the meeting and receive a link -or if you would like to join our new "interactive"
Groups.io mail list, please contact me
at <lahondalynnette@earthlink.net>.
In solidarity,
Lynnette Vega
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Skyline hit and run

A walk in the park

A post was uploaded
by a La Honda
resident to the local
Nextdoor message
board. The post read,
“Hit and run on
Skyline. Hello - posting this for a friend, maybe
somebody has helpful information. And as stated, please
feel free to share: Looking for a Hit and Run driver White Pickup, Skyline Blvd, Wed 12/30 10:50am My
son was hit by a white pickup truck while riding his bike
southbound on Skyline Blvd yesterday, Wednesday
12/30/2020 at approx 10:50am. The accident happened
~900ft north of the Crazy Petes Rd. turn off on a straight
part with a slight incline (~2miles south of Windy Hill
Preserve). The driver took off without ever slowing
down. The vehicle was a mid-sized white pickup truck
without camper shell. It most likely has damage to the
hood and/or the front right fender/bumper. If you have
any information about this accident, please contact me
directly at bike9643@gmail.com or the CHP in
Redwood City @ (650) 369-6261. Feel free to share this
with your friends and neighbors in the area. I really
appreciate your support! Happy New Year and Thank
you!”
The person who was hit suffered some injuries, but is
recovering at home. Remember, there is always the
possibility of somebody or something in the road around
a blind turn, so drive safely and share the road.

There are a variety of COVID-19 related restrictions
on State, County, and Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space nature trails. With the recent restrictions of
visiting friends, family and work acquaintances, a
walk in one of the many parks and open spaces in the
area is good for both mental and physical health.
California State Parks
Here are some visitor guidelines from the state to
reduce the risk of COVID-19 exposure:
( http://parks.ca.gov site )
Stay Local –
Stay close to
home to slow the
spread of
COVID-19. Do
not travel if you
or someone in
your household is sick
Plan Ahead – The COVID-19 pandemic response
continues to be dynamic and fluid. Prior to leaving
home, check the webpage of the park unit you plan to
visit to find out if it is open, if parking is available,
and what visitor guidelines are in effect.
Stay Safer at 6 feet – No matter the recreational
activity, maintain a physical distance of 6 feet or
more. Your guests should only include those within
your immediate household. This means no guests or
friends, and no gatherings or parties. Visitors are
being asked to leave if there are too many people to
allow for the required physical distance.
Keep Clean – Be prepared. Not all restrooms are
open to the public. in some cases, restrooms will be
temporarily closed to keep up with cleaning
schedules. Bring soap/hand sanitizer. Please pack out
all trash. Park units are experiencing heavy use and
you can help alleviate the impact on park facilities
Stay Covered – The state requires you wear a face
covering when you cannot maintain physical
distancing of six feet or more. Individuals must have
a face covering with them at all times.
State Parks will continue to monitor visitation and
physical distancing across the State Park System and
if unsafe conditions develop, park units may close
again.
For those with camping reservations not impacted
by the Regional Stay at Home Order, the limited Stay
at Home Order curfew currently does not have any
operational impacts to camping in California’s state
parks. Campsites have standard quiet and curfew
hours. Additionally, current guidelines within the
State Parks System do not allow visitors to
congregate with others outside their immediate
household. (continued on next page)

CalFire allows controlled burning
Cal Fire has
lifted the
suspension of
open burning,
but has still
requested that
residents use
caution while
conducting
open burns and
maintain control of the fire at all times.
This is also an opportunity for those who weren’t
able to complete fire clearances around their
structures during the summer.
Note that San Mateo County requires a permit for
all burns, which can be obtained through the fire
station. Even with a permit, people may be held
financially and criminally liable if the fire escapes
and damages property. Also, the burn must occur on
a permissive burn day according to the Air Quality
Management District for the area. (more information:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a0i2oQUJ9FRhTVUmCAFNv5ky5Hdlgj0/view?usp=sharing)
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patchy grass stretches. Next to the gym was a freestanding toilet, the morning site for one of the
patients who liked to come, sit and read his morning
paper. The sparse grass areas were used as an
exercise space for patients. One daily exercise for
about 15 patients was a free-form mowing
routine…15 patients with 15 lawn mowers in maybe
a half a football field space who chatted, smoked and
mowed as choice dictated.

San Mateo County Parks (continued from previous
page)
(from https://www.smcgov.org/press-release/sanmateo-county-now-under-regional-stay-home-ordervirus-cases-hospitalizations-rise)
The County parks tend to have similar
rules to the State parks.
The county emphasizes that as
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
surge and ICU capacity declines, San
Mateo and 10 other Bay Area counties
are under a mandatory Regional Stay
At Home Order. Although many businesses are
affected by the order, outdoor activities like walking,
hiking, cycling and outdoor religious ceremonies are
permitted, but facemasks and social distancing rules
must still be followed.

Menlo
Park VA
hospital
gym,
AKA the
Calf
Palace

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
Besides the restriction above, the following
guidelines also apply:
1. Where picnic tables are available, visitors must
bring sanitizer to clean tables before and after use and
pack out all trash.
2. The Black Mountain Campground is
closed through January 31, 2021.
Campground reservations for future
dates are limited to ONE household per
group
3. Trails at some preserves restricted to
one-way traffic to encourage social distancing – keep
6 feet apart from others not in your household.
4. Many group areas are closed, including Deer
Hollow Farm, Daniels Nature Center and picnic areas
at Picchetti Ranch.
5. Group activities are suspended, including docentled hikes and volunteer projects.
6. In compliance with county health orders on social
distancing most activity permits are currently
suspended. Permits are available for permit
parking areas, camping and fire reduction work.

La Honda school PTA president June Oden who
lived with family in a small farm up on Old La
Honda road had taken it upon herself (and the PTA)
to buy a used basketball gymnasium at a government
property auction. The gym was the last building still
standing in a section of the Menlo Park VA hospital
being cleared. The gym had to be torn down and
removed as part of a general grounds clearing before
new construction could begin.
June’s thought was that the gym could be
reconstructed on the La Honda school grounds as a
school indoor athletic space. The good news auction price had been only $150. The conditions:
the gymnasium had to razed and removed in a week.
The gym was a Quonset style construction circa
WWII. Dimensions 100’ x 50’, more or less
basketball court size. Ceiling height at center court
25’.
Building Type: modified Quonset design, interior
walls: unpainted plywood, exterior surface:
corrugated iron sheets. Filler: badly desiccated angel
hair insulation. Caged lights on the ceiling, minor
room for spectators alongside the court.
From La Honda, volunteer workers, tools, and
trucks appeared on the VA hospital grounds the next
day. With no plan and without a designated project
manager, operatives began to attack the building.
There were some day workers and more operating
under generator-powered flood lights at night. There
were guys scrambling around on the roof and support
struts with recent arrivals unbolting the struts at the
base. The need for a coding and marking system for
interior and exterior panels before disassembly was
noted. At least three such systems were conceived
(continued on next page)

La Honda History:
The La Honda “Calf Palace” circa 1965
(cf. San Francisco “Cow Palace”)
by Dr. Theodore Rodgers, who lived in La Honda
from 1964-68. After receiving a PhD from Stanford,
Ted moved to Oahu, Hawaii to take up his post as
Assistant Professor at the University of Hawaii. He
has been a faculty member there since 1968 and has
been Professor of Psycholinguistics since 1976.
A section of the grounds of the Menlo Park VA
hospital* were cleared of structures… except for a
Quonset hut style basketball gymnasium surrounded
by the cement pads of previous structures and some
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(continued from previous page)
and competing codes in chalk and spray paint were
applied to internal and external panels.
It was a sight. Lights silhouetted workers
swarming over the heights while other workers were
removing the support bolts that allowed the roof to
hold. Three coders applied their own sets of codes to
the panels as they were peeled from the struts.

from the school grounds...
(A short conclusion will follow next month when the
final destination of the Calf Palace is revealed)
*Menlo Park VA Hospital was where Ken Kesey
previously worked as a graveyard shift orderly. He
later based One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest on that
experience.

Partial Calf
Palace Work
Crew: Richard
Costello, John
Tognetti,
Nancy Glass,
Wes, Cliff, Tim
Oden, Jim
Leaper, Zip
Cipriano, Cy
Williams
This whole operation was of great interest to VA
hospital patients. Spectator patients would lean on
their exercise mowers and discuss the craziness of the
activity before them. One patient observed the
operation from his daily seat on a nearby toilet, the
sole surviving structure standing in what looked like
a levelled wasteland.
Angel hair insulation showered everything and
everyone in powdered glass - in the hair, eyes,
mouths of everyone. Even a fine dusting on the hot
dogs prepared for the working crew by the fire
brigade’s women’s auxiliary.
Late in the dismemberment, a giant raisable work
platform appeared in the middle of the gym. The
lights, wiring and other ceiling materials could now
be removed at somewhat less hazard to the former
daring work monkeys scrambling around the upper
echelons of the gym supported by variously designed
and anchored rope halters.
The structure was dismantled in the prescribed
week and component pieces were moved by flat bed
and pickup trucks to the side yard of La Honda
school.
And there it/they sat. Three prohibitions seemed to
discourage next steps.
1. Schools were forbidden to use second hand
structures
2. Schools were forbidden to use structures not
professionally built
3. Schools were forbidden to use metal
structures of the Quonset variety

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from other news
sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you seek
out and support the original source of the article. Links to these
sources will always be provided. You can go to lahonda.com to
download the Voice and copy/paste these links into browser.

Properly discouraged, the deconstructors then
advertised the dismantled gymnasium to the highest
bidder who would remove the collapsed Calf Palace
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In San Mateo Co, more single family homes sold in October 2020 than in Oct in the previous 2 years.
Oct 2020 = 495 / Oct 2019 = 406 / Oct 2018 = 452.
On average, a 3bed/2ba home sold for $1.558 million in Oct 2019, and in Oct 2020 a 3/2 sold for $1.670 m, a 7.1 percent increase.
Many locations are still generating multiple offers. Interest rates are incredibly low, and some lenders have low down payment
loan programs.
Call us if you are considering selling or buying, or if you need more info.
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