The La Honda Voice
July 2017 - Always Free!

The Face of Local Music –
Post La Honda Fair 2017 by craig eddy

The Chipper
Program has
returned to La Honda. In an effort to assist residents
in reducing fire hazards around their homes, La
Honda Fire Brigade, South Coast CERT, and San
Mateo County Firesafe are partnering to bring this
valuable service back to our community. Area
residents are encouraged to clear brush, low branches
and any other material that can carry fire from around
their homes. Chippable materials can be delivered to
the drop off site on Entrada Way, adjacent to the
County corporation yard. Drop off dates will be: July
1st and 2nd, 8th and 9th, and 15th and 16th. Each day
they will be accepting materials from 9:00am to
4:00pm. Please check in with the site attendant prior
to unloading.

Pathetic Honey kicking off the Fair Friday night at
the Café
What to do when it seems the world is going insane?
Intolerance, racist speech, violence all seem to be the
norm these days. Well, this year the La Honda Fair
seemed like a good place to show there is still room
for neighborliness, sharing, tolerance and unity. The
people of La Honda get together every year in June
to celebrate our small town and the importance of
getting along. The La Honda Fair has always shown
when people chip in and work together, great things
can happen. This year many of the bands put forth the
good vibe, positive message of peace. Especially the
first-time band Coast Tribe, who really brought the
message home - a great group of youngsters that
really get it and shout it out. (continued on pg. 2)

Summertime Surprises by Denis Shaw
The summer drip has begun. The pavement is
shiny and wet where the morning fog has dripped
past the over-hanging
branches in open
spaces along the
road. The summer
pattern of early
morning fog burning
off between 10am
and noon is upon us.
.Brodieae clusters
Late evening walks are speckled with golden
light, high up, climbing higher into the treetops, until
the sun vanishes below the horizon leaving darkness.
Surprises appear in the shaded woods. Brodieae
clusters of light purple trumpets stand tall on sturdy
stems in openings of the forest canopy. Their only
leaves are at the base. (continued on pg. 2)

Annual La Honda Flea Market
The Flea Market will be on July
9th this year. All proceeds
directly benefit the Fire Brigade

CAL FIRE Suspended
Burn Permits on July 1st

- Puente Soccer
Tournament
- Fifth Annual Puente 5k Fun Run/Walk!
- The Pescadero Farmers Market
- Backpack Distribution (more info on page 2)

After a wet winter, warming
temperatures are quickly drying
out the vegetation, increasing the fire danger.
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Summertime Surprises (continued from pg. 1)
The leopard lily can be found in moist open
spaces, with its drooping, orange blooms spotted
maroon, on tall 2-3 foot stems.

The Face of Local Music (continued from pg. 1)
This Way Up got the dance energy going all the
while spreading the message of peace. My favorite
musical moment was when Collective Movement
played and Aidan’s young son Jalani led the band in
the song, “One Day.” The La Honda Fair only works
because of the volunteers, Charlie Catania (the owner
of the site), and the townspeople that come out.
Many thanks to all that had a hand in making it an
awesome weekend. I especially have to say that I was
moved when the whole crowd joined in and sang the
song “Imagine” with me and made a statement about
what kind of world we want. Let’s keep that
Community vibe going throughout the year - lending
a hand when a neighbor needs it, getting involved in
community events and projects, and keeping the right
frame of mind in a world that seems rather crazy
right now. We might not be able to change the whole
world, but we certainly can make a difference here in
La Honda…...Peace.

Coral Root Orchid
And most unusual
is the striped cool root,
Corallerhiza striata, a
terrestrial orchid
springing up from dry
decaying matter under
oaks and firs. The
plant lacks chlorophyl
and roots, and gets its
nourishment through a
parasite relationship
with fungi. Its flowers
are creamy white,
striped with maroon,
and stacked on a sturdy 10-15-inch stem.
In the cultivated garden, lots of surprises. Plants
thought dead from the long drought have revived
with a vengeance. Weeds are aggressive and healthy.
On the trails, new thistle has appeared and is
spreading fast. And the yellow broom is denser and
definitely an overwhelming intruder.
But the soil is drying out quickly. Although we
should continue to use our water wisely, the Guild
has eased our water restrictions. While Granny Flats
reservoir is being restored and we still have enough
water, let’s not “go crazy.” We are down one
reservoir and need to make it through the hottest part
of the year.
A special transformation is happening at
Reflection Lake. A group of volunteers and generous
donators will add four new benches along Laguna
Drive and Judd Cochran Park. A couple unhealthy
trees will be removed and some clearing for better
viewing of our gem of a reflection. Anyone interested
in helping with this project needs to contact me at
Denisshaw@sbcglobal.net.
The Mallard and Coot populations are growing.
The one lone female Merganser still hangs out with
the turtles.
A late brood of baby Mallards could be found
on the Lake this last week of June. The earlier group
have matured and are hard to distinguish from the
adults. How quickly time passes!
The goofy looking, freak-show of baby Coots
are also maturing, now sporting frosty grey heads on
their dark grey bodies instead of the outrageous
colors in their first weeks of life.
Yes, we are all getting older, the birds, the trees,
and even us humans.

(continued from pg. 1)
Upcoming Events:
“Puente Soccer
Tournament – 3pm” on Wednesday, July 12th
Fifth Annual Puente 5k Fun Run/Walk!
On August 20th enjoy a beautiful fun run/walk on
the breathtaking South Coast of San Mateo County!
Puente's 5th annual 5k Fun Run is a barrel of laughter
and joy in the unique Pescadero Community. Run or
walk through eucalyptus trees and alongside farms
dressed up as a vegetable, fruit, or anything you like.
It's a costume fun run for all!
It costs just $15 ($12 if you sign up before August
1) to join the Fun Run! All proceeds from this event
go to support the essential programs and services that
Puente provides for local families, children, men, and
women on the South Coast who need it most.
Sign up now at http://puente5k.bpt.me
Backpack Distribution August 9th
Puente will be distributing backpacks and school
supplies for all students in the La Honda - Pescadero
Unified School District on August 9th in the
multipurpose room at Pescadero Elementary, 620
North Street, Pescadero. No income requirements.
Call 650-879-1691 to register. Donations for the
backpack drive are welcomed. Call Puente or visit
www.roonga.com/puentebackpackdrive2017 to learn
more about how you can help support our students!
Pescadero Farmers Market is Thursdays, 3-7pm –
through November 2nd in Pescadero at 350 Stage
Road, across from the Community Church. Enjoy
fresh/local produce, live music, children activities.
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The First Annual Ferlinghetti*
"Insurgent Art Benefit" for KPFA

Upcoming La Honda
Indivisible Meetings
at the Guild Clubhouse at 2-4pm
on July 8th and August 12th

*Poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti, the owner of the
renowned "City Lights" bookstore in San Francisco
has, over the years, supported and given a space to
many controversial writers such as DH Lawrence,
William Burroughs, as well as Allen Ginsberg.
Ferlinghetti is now 98 years old and this benefit
fundraiser in his name honors his dedication to free
speech.

La Honda Elementary Farmer's Market
will start up again in July.
This includes vegetables,
fruit and fresh bouquets,
which can be shopped for
when you pick up your
mail at the Post Office.

The San Gregorio Store will
be a hosting a music and
poetry fundraiser whose
proceeds will totally benefit
listener sponsored radio
station KPFA, free speech
radio. Beginning Saturday,
July 29th and Friday, August
4, there will be one afternoon
and one evening show each
Saturday and an evening
show on Fridays throughout
August. General admission seating for each show is
$30 advanced purchase. EACH event will also have a
silent "art auction" and we are looking for donations
from our talented community. La Honda Indivisible
has signed on as a co-sponsor of the event.

La Honda Swimming Pool
Our swimming pool continues to be sparkling clean,
no chorine smell, and a warm 80 degrees. It is so
refreshing to go for a dip on a hot day. The pool is
open from 12-6 daily now through August, and likely
part of September. Guild members get access due to
their monthly dues. Nonmembers are welcome to
come and buy a day pass,
book of passes, or season
pass. Swim tests are
administered on the spot at the
pool for those who want to use
it "after hours" (no lifeguards,
or unattended children). I
invite everyone to give the
pool a try this summer. For
me, it always feels like a mini-vacation in the middle
of my day. (from Kathryn Ryan)

Berkeley based KPFA is the "flagship" station of the
Pacifica Foundation and was founded in 1949 by a
group of pacifists who wanted to keep the airways
free and accessible to all points of view. KPFA has
really been the model for other public radio stations
such as NPR. From New York to Washington DC to
Texas and with three radio stations in California, the
Pacifica Foundation has never flinched from
controversy. It famously aired a reading by poet
Allen Ginsberg of "Howl" that later became a free
speech ruling by the Supreme Court. These days, the
Pacifica network of stations airs a critical news
program, "Democracy Now!," which has been picked
up by many other non-commercial stations all over
the country and is aired all over the world. In these
interesting and trying times, where freedom of speech
has become more of an issue, institutions, such as
KPFA, have become even more critical.

Aqua Fitness Coming to Cuesta!
Beginning July 12, "Aqua Flow" will be offered at
the Cuesta La Honda Pool on Wednesday evenings
from 6:30-7:30 PM. Aqua Flow combines the mind,
body, spirit principles of land-based yoga with the
dynamic movements of a traditional water aerobics
class to provide participants with an overall feeling of
health and well-being. Participation is open to all area
residents with Cuesta La Honda pool privileges who
have passed the after-hours swim test. Suggested
donation is $10-$20 per class.
Instructor Jamie Walton is a Yoga Alliance 200Hour Registered Yoga Teacher (RYT), a White Crow
Yoga Certified Aqua Yoga Instructor, and a Red
Cross Certified Lifeguard.
For more information, please contact:
- Cuesta La Honda pool privileges - Carroll Kelly at
the La Honda Guild office (M,T,Th,F Noon-4pm)
- After-hours swim test - Lifeguards during regular
pool hours (Noon-6pm Daily)
- Aqua Flow class - Jamie Walton at
TheBucolicYogi@gmail.com

If you are interested in helping with the event or
contributing artwork for the silent auction, please
contact San Gregorio store owner, George Cattermole
at (650) 726-0565 or Lynnette Vega of La Honda
Indivisible, lahondalynnette@earthlink.net. The
schedule for these events are at insurgentart.com
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was, a sexy, tall, urban cowgirl, I thought, dressed all
in pink and walking into a rough and rowdy bar
surrounded by real cowgirls. I needed to be taken
down a notch. Elvira made me a triple shot, rum and
coke and I drank it down like a foreigner in my first
rodeo. Down I went! The next thing I remembered
was waking up in a corner booth. From what I
understand, I was ignored for five hours. This was
my second lesson in La Honda. There would be
many, but none that ever again left me on the floor. It
was my first step, however unfortunate, to becoming
a true visiting local. Luckily, the real Halloween was
yet to come.
It was a slow, hung over kind of day. The
daytime was eerie like the night before because the
cloud cover kept it very dark. Night came early and I
welcomed it. The fog was as thick as a thousand
ghosts descending. Nigel, Dennie and I crept through
the forest. Nigel carried a lantern. At first I thought
it was for effect. It was not. We held onto each other
as we stepped precariously forward. Nigel stopped
for a moment and took a long pull on his whisky
bottle. We giggled and bumped into each other and
giggled again. Neighbors gathered near a little bridge
deep in the forest. The pine needles were wet and
they stuck firmly to the bottom of my boots.
Everything was covered in moss. I saw a few people,
but as far as I could tell, there were no houses. There
must have been some, but where? That was a
mystery.
Some of the folks on the bridge were lightly
costumed in funny hats and masks. I even saw a
broomstick leaning against a tree, reminding me of
Halloweens past dressed up as a witch. I would have
fared better had I worn a long, black robe and painted
my face green. Why, in my 36 years of life, did I
pick this one to be an urban cowgirl? I thought that
my quick departure from the barstool to the floor
would be the talk of the town. No one mentioned it
or seemed to care. That was my third lesson in La
Honda. People are interesting and they come from
many places with diverse backgrounds. They lived
through war, the hippie generation, and more. They
hitchhiked across the country, slept in the woods,
experimented with drugs, gardened, wrote poetry,
made love, and created very, very sweet music.
Do not underestimate the brains of a cowboy
either. In La Honda, people are smart. They
understand the natural world and how beasts and
humans get along in it. I met millionaires and those
with very little on the bridge that night. I've heard it
said too, that someone who owns nothing has
everything. My 4th lesson in La Honda is just that. I
watched a man share his last cigarette. I do not
believe, at this point in my life, I would have done
the same.

La Honda Hazardous Waste Collection
Reminder – Dispose of household hazardous waste
(HHW) for free at a special drop-off collection event
in La Honda on Saturday, July 8, 2017 from 8:3012:15pm.You must schedule an appointment at
www.smchealth.org/hhw or by calling (650) 3634718, select option 3.

Urban Cowgirl

By Christine Davison
(You will remember Christine Davison’s previous
stories entitled “La Honda on My Mind,” in past
editions of the La Honda Voice)
Dennie came with me to La Honda this time.
We were best buddies from Salt Lake City and she
liked La Honda immediately. She was shy, but
intense conversations with the locals brought out the
best in her. Dennie was fun and liked to laugh. We
were like Thelma and Louise on a quest for fun and
adventure! At any moment we could go off that cliff
but we didn't. There
was always a sense of
responsibility that
held us together. At
this time, however, I
did not realize that
this would be the first
of many visits
together to La Honda.
Dennie and Chris
It was Halloween eve
and a perfect evening
for it. The fog was
thick and tree branches extended into the moonlight.
We drove up to Nigel's to put on costumes. His
place was a small and cozy cabin in the woods. It
might as well have been in the Portola Park because
the Redwoods were just as massive and abundant. As
we prepared for the big night out, Dennie put on a
frilly, black dress and a matching, wide-brimmed hat.
She was full-figured and voluptuous and her
Halloween costume made her look like an oldfashioned madam. Dennie had the most beautiful
green, blue and brown eyes that seemed to change
with her mood. She also had a certain grace and
timeless elegance. There always seemed to be a
mystery about her. She was my best friend and yet I
didn't know her. I wondered if anyone did.
I was dressed in my pink cowgirl hat, mini
skirt and high, white, stiletto boots. I could barely
walk and I towered over Nigel and Dennie. We
walked in to the bar. Elvira was bartending and
dressed up as a pussycat. Little did I know that she
was really a mountain lion ready to pounce! There I
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Help the
La Honda Voice
Interested in writing
or helping in other
ways to keep this
paper going? This
paper has been
created and published
entirely by volunteers
of the Community and
printed by the
generosity of Puente.
Contact Bob
Dougherty at
747.0102 or
voice@lahonda.com

Personal at-home or out-n-about lessons; group classes for
all levels; small group outings combining; training,
exercising & socializing; dog assisted therapy - for people
and dogs; member of Assn of Pet Dog Trainers; member of
Newfoundland Club of America & of California
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm. Get a pizza
from noon until 7 pm. Want to order holiday meat? Order
by December 15th - Can call to order at 747-9722.

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Mountaintop to Waterfront
We’re here when you need us for your next real estate transaction
Offices in Half Moon Bay, La Honda and San Mateo
Gail Hafelfinger, 650-996-5354, BRE#01338252.

Dante Razzini 650-868-2593, BRE#01087277

LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

July 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

2 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1pm

3
Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30pm
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

4
La Honda
July 4th
Picnic

9 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Flying Sylvas 11-1p and
Lane 2-5p
Chipping Program, 9-4p
La Honda Flea Market

10
Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30pm
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

11
Bookmobile,
1-2:30pm @
Post Office

12 Zumba@LHES

16 Second Harvest
Food, OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Keller Sisters 11-1p, and
Circle R Boys 2-5p
Chipping Program, 9-4p

17
Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30pm
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

18
Bookmobile,
12-2pm
@Post Office

23 Second Harvest
Food, OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Scott Bell 11-1p and
Powells 5+ pm

24 Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30pm
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

25
Bookmobile,
1-2:30pm @
Post Office

30 Second Harvest Food,
OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store: Jay
Howlwtt 11-1p and Jones
Gang 2-5p

31
Yoga with
Mary, 4-5:30p
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

5
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Yoga with Mary, 67:30pm, Clubhouse
Pescadero Farmer Mkt, 37
Alices: Ruth Gerson

7
Puente open
in La
Honda, 2-5p
San Greg.
Store: Mike
Grimes, 5-7

1/8 Puente in LH, 10a-3pm
San Greg. Store: Atkinson,
etc.,11-1p & Harmony Grits 36p
Chipping Program, 9-4p
La Honda Indivisible, 2-4p
Hazardous Waste Collection
– 8:30-12:15
15 Puente in LH, 10a-3pm
San Greg. Store: Montara
Mountain Boys 11-1p and
Atkinson, etc. 2-5p
Gentle Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a
Chipping Program, 9-4p
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13 Yoga with Mary, 67:30pm, Clubhouse
Pescadero Farmer Mkt, 37
Alices: Scott Cooper

14
Puente open
in La
Honda, 2-5p

19 Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm
Aqua Fitness, 6:30 Pool

20 Yoga with Mary, 67:30pm, Clubhouse
Bookmobile, 3-3:45pm
@Post Office
Pescadero Farmr Mkt, 3-7
Alices: Victor Castello Jr
and Ruth Gerson

21
Puente open
in La
Honda, 2-5p

22 Puente in LH, 10a-3pm
San Gregorio Store: Mixed
Signals 11-1p and Joe
Wittenburg 2-5p
Gentle Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

26
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm
Aqua Fitness, 6:30 Pool

27
Yoga with Mary, 67:30pm
Pescadero Farmer Mkt, 37
Alices: Sage GentleWing

28
Puente open
in La
Honda, 2-5p

29 Puente in LH, 10a-3pm
SG Store: MACAJO, 11-1p
Gentle Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a
Insurgent Art Benefit – San
Gregorio Store – Jeff Pehron
2-5 and Paul Jefferson 6-9

6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm
Puente Soccer Tour, 3p
Aqua Fitness, 6:30 Pool

Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from the
by calling venue: Alice’s - 851-0303
AJ’s - 747-0331

