The La Honda Voice
July 2018 - Always Free!

Back to the Drawing Board for the Red
Barn by Karl Lusebrink

Summertime in Paradise
by Denis Shaw
Bobcat Reservoir
School is out and the
fun begins. The solar
heated pool is in full
swing with water
temperatures higher,
now that the number of sunny days are more
frequent. There are also more late afternoon and
evening get-togethers at Reflection Lake. Evidence of
trash and smoldering ashes in the pit in the mornings
are indications that not everyone believes in Paradise,
but plans to correct this are underway. (cont. pg. 2)

An energetic buzz in the air and a thicket of folding
chairs welcomed the crowd that filled the
multipurpose room at La Honda Elementary
School on the evening of June 12. Nearly 150
people gathered to hear and respond to
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
(MROSD) plans for access to new hiking trails in
the midsection of the La Honda Creek Open Space
Preserve (LHCOSP). The plans evolved through at
least three professionally designed but controversial
options for vehicle parking and visitor amenities.
(continued on pg. 4)

Reminder: The Flea
Market is scheduled for
July 15th this year and
Bonnie at the PO has said she will accept payments.
It is still $25/space. They do sell out, so do not wait.

Annual Chipper Program
The 2018 Annual Chipping Program
will be hosted again this year.
Collection dates and times are 9-4 on
weekends from 7/7 – 7/22 at the lot
next to the San Mateo County
Corporation Yard on Entrada. .
(continued on pg 2)

4th Of July Picnic
Wednesday, 1:00pm - 5:00pm at the Playbowl
There will be
BBQ chicken,
hot dogs, corn on
the cob, veggie
burgers, drinks,
games, music,
dancing, and activities for the little ones and fun for
all! Bring family and friends, a blanket or chairs to
sit on and a dish to share with your neighbors and
please leave your furry friends at home. We ask
everyone to bring food enough for 10 persons.
Last names A-P bring a salad service
Last names Q-Z bring dessert service that does not
require refrigeration. (continued on pg. 3)

Puente
Events/Activities
- Annual Back-to-School Supplies drive
- La Honda Community Garden is accepting
applicants
- Caregiver Connection program
- Pescadero Farmer’s Market
- Exercise for adults 55 and over
- local soccer tournament in Pescadero
- Puente's annual 5k Fun Run
(Events and activities details on page 5)
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Summertime in Paradise (continued from pg. 1)
But Paradise it is. Avoiding the extremes of heat
prevalent over the hill, further north and south, where
fires are such a danger, and avoiding the foggy gloom
that begins to shroud the coast, we get an early
clearing and temperatures rarely in the 80s. Yes,
Paradise with a
capital ‘P’!

litter, invading star thistle, and a few other blemishes,
but it is still Paradise in the Summer.
Annual Chipper Program (continued from pg. 1)
The Chipper
Program will be
Saturdays &
Sundays, July 7, 8,
14, 15, 21, 22 and
the drop off site is located in Cuesta La Honda on
Entrada Way adjacent to the County corporation
yard.
The La Honda Fire Brigade and Cuesta La Honda
Guild are again sponsoring this year’s chipper
program. This chipper program is designated for
residential use only. Please clear brush and small
trees from around your home. Also, please check in
with drop off attendant, and deliver your materials to
the drop off site (you will need to unload them
yourself).

Granny Flats
Reservoir
Bobcat
Reservoir is
nearly full and
Granny Flats
restoration is
coming along nicely. Both are looking good.
Congratulations and praise go to our crew of workers.
Grass cutting, pool maintenance, and trash removal
are making our little community shine.
A new bench has appeared on the Swing Trail, and
a second one is soon to be installed. Thanks to
whomever is responsible. Part of what makes a
‘paradise’ is due to the continued efforts of
volunteers.
The first mini farmer’s market of the summer was
at the Post Office. It has raised more funds for the La
Honda Elementary School Garden. This last week of
June provided some colorful bouquets, lettuce, garlic,
and lavender. The school garden is looking
spectacular with the new greenhouse, beds of new
vegetable seedlings, and many cut flowers that are
already ready for bouquets.
The sold-out seminar on gopher control is one of
many planned educational programs being prepared
for the summer. The garden is shaping up excellently
with lots of new plantings and attractions, including a
small Jungle, a Museum, Sunflower forest, and
Willow Tunnel.
At the Lake, waterlilies are spreading fast and
beginning to bloom. Bull frogs are providing an early
morning and late evening song for the passersby. I
witnessed an unusual display of territorial
competition, as a couple of red-winged blackbirds
continually attacked a green heron as she tried to
escape from one end of the lake to the other.
The surviving baby mallard is now a teen and
beginning to blend in with the grownups. The two
young fuzzy grey coots are already aggressively
present. And a new batch of mallard ducklings, at last
count there were six, have appeared. Nature
continues on its merry way.
Oh yes, we still have some annoyingly loud
motorcycles echoing out Route 84 to the ocean, and
the multitude of barking dogs about town, trash and

What is acceptable?
Branches, limbs and other woody vegetation up to 9”
in diameter
NO construction or building materials (MUST be free
of wires/nails)
NO poison oak, vines, grass clippings or leaves.
NO trash, weeds, rocks, concrete, etc.
PILES only, NO bags.
For more information, please contact the La Honda
Fire Brigade: info@lahondafire.org

Anna
Eshoo
Talks
in La
Honda
Lynnette Vega passed on that the Official Weekly
Update from Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo
included a photo of the La Honda Town hall meeting
(above). Congresswoman Eshoo included a note
about the meeting, saying, “This week I held a Town
Hall Meeting with constituents in La Honda to
discuss issues they care about. Over 100 attended,
and the questions ranged from immigration, global
warming, gun violence, pushing back against the
current Administration’s dangerous policies, and
FEMA policies related to last year’s significant storm
damage to La Honda roads and homes.” Thank you,
Lynnette and Congresswoman Eshoo.
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A Big “Thank You” from Paula Dennis
for the Success of the La Honda Fair

commitment. Who's in?
And BTW, we need more salads, less desserts, so
anyone who would normally bring dessert but would
like to make a salad this year, please do. See you at
the picnic.”

“Thank you everyone for
coming out to the Fair! It was
great to see our community
support this fun event that
supports the art and music
programs at La Honda
Elementary.
I also want to thank Charlie
Catania for use of the Gardens
Craig Eddy for such a great

Help wanted for next year’s picnic: The Guild is
looking for an exceptional person to become the 4th
of July Picnic coordinator for 2019. The present
coordinator, Kathryn Ryan, said she
wants to resign when she finishes her
term on the BOD this year. This
person needn't be a Guild member,
just love for the Community. Please
contact Kathryn or the Guild office if interested.

music line up
Jeff Ring for putting up signs and support during the
event
Bo Putnam and his staff for the sound system
Dan Newitt for poster design & Alex Voskes for the
tree design
Kris Lindstrom for the school support & pancake
breakfast
Linda Bennett and the Fire Brigade for the marvelous
pulled pork sandwiches
Lindsay Hull and the Foundation for keeping all the
kids busy
Puente for the Friday night lasagna dinner
All the marvelous vendors who come to share their
art
And a huge thank you to all the people who helped in
the information booth, snack booth, jumpy castle.
This event runs on all the volunteers and I’m so
glad to be part of this event and this community.”

Are you “Good to Go?”
from Lynnette Vega
On Saturday, July 7that
10:30AM, Puente Costa del Sur
will host a special presentation
by Jennifer Harris from the Bay
Area Funeral Consumers
Association (BA-FCA), a nonprofit organization dedicated to
protecting a consumer's right to
choose meaningful, dignified and affordable death
care. The presentation will take place in the Puente
office in downtown La Honda and all are welcome.
You may be surprised to know that the average
cost of a “traditional” funeral in the United States is
now over $7,500 – and cemetery plots and other
expenses can add another $4,000 or more. Today's
presentation will provide information on purchasing
simpler services for a fraction of the cost. Some of
the topics covered will be funeral options in this
state: cremation, burial or whole body donation, legal
requirements, removal of the body, embalming, using
a mortuary, home funerals, costs both up-front and
hidden, prepaying versus a pay-on-death savings
account and the importance of making a decision
while you are still alive. There will also be
information about “green burials”, an
environmentally friendly burial that aims to have as
little impact on the earth as possible. Since BA-FCA
is not in the funeral business, they can provide
unbiased information about what is available.
(http://www.ba-fca.org/index.html is their website)

4th Of July Picnic (continued
from pg. 1) from Kathryn Ryan
“Okay, so I know many people
have been volunteering for 30
years, doing the same thing at
the picnic. Thank YOU! We
all really appreciate your
help. It probably takes 40-50 volunteers to pull off
the picnic; it really is a community effort. This
invitation is for those who don't like to sign up online
and would rather come meet me and the other
folks. Maybe there are new people in town who
would like to help and become involved? I would
love to see younger folks, like in their 30's and 40's.
Ideally, we can select a team captain for each
group. My biggest wish is for some people to
commit to helping clean up at the end. Everyone
loves to be at the picnic, and some come early to set
up and cook. But it's at the end of the day when we
need some dedicated folks to fold up chairs and
tables, put the trash and recycling into the bins, and
return the Playbowl to it's normal state. The more
people who will stay, the shorter the time

Guild Pool Open Daily
Come enjoy the wonderful
recent weather at the La
Honda Guild Community
pool. The water temperature is
already a perfect 80 degrees!
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Drawing Board for the Red Barn
(continued from pg. 1)
Situated 3.5 miles East of La Honda
Post Office on Highway 84, the
popular “Red Barn” property has been managed by
MROSD since 2006. Current Open Space access
plans represent countless hours of planning, impact
studies, and public opinion analysis since 2014, when
voters confirmed that making the area more
accessible was high priority. Nonetheless, the six
members of MROSD Board of Directors present at
the public meeting appeared to be taken aback by the
overwhelming resistance expressed by area residents.
MROSD Planner Leslie Chan and MIG Landscape
Architect Mark Brandi kicked off the meeting with a
slide presentation. They described the historical
context, plan goals, site constraints, and proposals for
developing public access. There is space suitable for
gated parking near the Red Barn. The barn also
houses a colony of endangered pallid bats, and it has
a rural scenic character that many want to preserve.
Caltrans requires that the driveway be located at the
only spot that has reasonable sightlines to oncoming
traffic. If approved by the Board, plans would require
additional California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) impact and safety studies.
Most attendees listened attentively until a photo of
the barn and pasture was followed by another slide of
the same view with an asphalt driveway and cars
pasted into the foreground. Murmurs of discontent
reverberated through the crowd. The unfortunate
presenter was met with derisive laughter as he
described options for mitigating the visually
disruptive driveway, such as dirt-colored asphalt,
corral-style fencing and vegetation screens. The
planning team answered Board member questions
about traffic volume, speed and collision data,
emergency helicopter landing space, illegal parking,
and alternatives to barn-site parking.
Applause backed up opinions delivered to the Board
by over 30 concerned citizens. The consensus was
that (1) the driveway and parking area would
irrevocably damage the treasured pastoral views at
the Red Barn, (2) using the driveway would be
hazardous due to speeding vehicles, especially those
crossing the centerline to pass, and (3) visitor traffic
would increase the burden on volunteer emergency
services. The Board received a petition with over 900
signatures in agreement. Safety was the main
concern. People also spoke about the iconic Red Barn
as a historical monument, evidence of wetland
habitat, escalating traffic in recent years, hazards
caused by visitors leaving cattle gates open, and how
once you “pave Paradise” there is no going back.
Many speakers thanked MROSD for their attempts to
balance the needs of the local community with those

of the other 750,000 constituents in the District who
want better access to LHCOSP.
The dramatic turning point came when Larry Hassett,
Director of local Ward 6 and Skyline resident,
described the informal one-hour traffic study he
conducted from the pullout near the barn last
weekend. He saw a motorcycle and a Porsche both
passing a BMW. Nine motorcycles passed other
vehicles. Drivers crossed the line to pass bicycles.
One of the many speeders was traveling at about 60
miles an hour with two tires riding off the edge of the
pavement. Hassett then stated his opinion that this
particular stretch of road is the wrong location for
parking lot ingress and egress, which was met by
sustained applause.
It was a veritable case of Democracy in Action!
Director Siemens concluded that due to the
persuasive testimonies, development plans for the
Red Barn area will be shelved while other, safer
public access options are explored. All Board
members agreed. They will consider access at
Driscoll Event Center and expansion of the parking
area at Sears Ranch Road, including equestrian
parking, as well as other possibilities further north.
Director Riffle wryly estimated that the members of
the community who spoke had a combined 750 years
of living in the area. He proposed forming a citizens
group to work with the LHCOSP planning committee
to create safe public access to the upper and middle
Preserve. Director Hanko told us that she is 87 years
old, and that she had the idea to establish this “Open
Space protection committee” in 1972. “So, I guess all
this is my fault”, she joked. Apparently forgetting
where she was, she added that she has a special
fondness for “Half Moon Bay”. “LA HONDA!” the
crowd promptly corrected her with a laugh. After
formalizing the next steps, the meeting adjourned and
an enthusiastic group restacked the folding chairs.

Geological map of La Honda
For all La Honda
geologists or future
geologists, the USGS
just posted a geological
map of the La Honda
and San Gregorio
quadrangles. The map describes the rock formations
and deposits according to geologic era, along with
faults. The map is from 1980, but it is still interesting.
The map legend show that the Cuesta area is mainly
made up of Mindego basalt and Volcanic rocks from
the Oligocene and Miocene eras (Tmb) and Tahana
member is sandstone, etc. from the upper Miocene
and Pliocene eras (Tpt) The map can be downloaded
at: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr80245
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of notebook paper, pencils, pens, boxes of crayons,
and other essential materials. These materials are
available to all students, regardless of age or income.
Please visit
https://www.roonga.com/puentebackpackdrive18
for a list of supplies needed and an easy way to
donate supplies through our online partner, Roonga.
We welcome your contribution of supplies or cash by
July 25.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
San Mateo County
residents are invited to
dispose of household
hazardous waste (HHW)
for free at a special dropoff collection event in La
Honda on Saturday, July 14 from 8:30am - 12:15pm.
Accepted items include acids/bases, aerosol cans,
automotive supplies (car batteries, motor oil,
antifreeze, brake fluid), cleaning products, fertilizers,
pesticides, flammable liquids, fluorescent lights
(compact and tubes), paint, inks, and photo
chemicals. All waste collected is reused, recycled, or
stabilized for proper disposal to achieve zero waste
being landfilled.

The La Honda Community Garden is accepting
applicants and will begin construction soon! Through
the support of the Cuesta La Honda Guild, San Mateo
County, and Puente, the garden will be
situated next to the tennis courts and
free to all participants. There will be
only 20 plots to start with; if there are
more than 20 applicants or households,
plots will be assigned by random
drawing. Please respond by July 25th if you are
interested. To request a plot, or for more info, email
Dan Newitt at dnewitt@mypuente.org.

To participate, you must schedule an appointment at
San Mateo County’s HHW program:
ww.smchealth.org/hhw or by calling (650) 363-4718,
select option 3. The event location will be disclosed
once your appointment has been confirmed. No
radioactive, explosive, medical or commercial waste
is allowed. Limit 10 gallons per appointment.

The Caregiver Connection program has been one of
most popular and beneficial
programs of the year. While
organized presentations and
activities will be taking the summer off, the La
Honda Puente office will continue to be open on
Tuesday mornings from 10am–noon for parents and
kids to gather and play. Contact Samantha Warner for
more information at swarner@mypuente.org.

(continued from page 1)
On August 19th enjoy a beautiful fun run/walk on the
breathtaking South Coast of San Mateo County!
Puente's annual 5k Fun Run returns for a 6th year.
Run or walk with us through
eucalyptus trees and farms of
the South Coast. It's a costume
fun run/walk for ALL, so come
dressed up as a vegetable, fruit, or anything you like!
We'll have a few extra veggie costumes if you forget
yours.
Cost is $15 ($12 if you sign up before August 1) to
join the Fun Run! All proceeds support the Health
and Wellness programs Puente provides on the South
Coast for local families, children, men, and women
who need it most. You can register at
https://puente5k2018.brownpapertickets.com, or
contact Araceli Cruz — 650-262-4112,
acruz@mypuente.org.

The Pescadero Farmer’s Market continues every
Thursday from 3-7pm during the
months of June through October. Fresh
local produce, entertainment and
activates are all part of this great local
weekly event. Visit
pescaderogrown.org for more information.
Exercise for adults 55 and over continues each Friday
at the La Honda Puente
office from 10–11am.
Lynette Vega will lead
attendees in an
invigorating session of
low-impact exercise.
Email swarner@mypuente.org or dnewitt@mypuente
.org to reserve your spot in the class.

Puente’s Annual Back-to-School Supplies drive is
collecting resources to provide
backpacks and school supplies for
the students of La Honda Pescadero
Unified School District. On August
8, nearly 2/3 of students from the communities of
Pescadero, Loma Mar, La Honda and San Gregorio
will come to the Pescadero Elementary School to
choose their backpacks and fill them with fresh packs

There will be a local soccer tournament in Pescadero
on Sunday, July 22nd at the Pescadero
High School Fields. Come and
support the teams from local farms.
Who will be the winner?
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Kathy (Zanone) Wolf gone to Alaska!
Last I want to ask my friend Bob and Joe who filmed
the talk if the video is available and how can we
access it. [Joe has now finished formatting it to
download for those interested]
Anyway I want to say see you all later, and if you
ever want to come visit us during the summer to fish,
check out the sites, or in winter for the northern
lights. Send me an email we love to have you . “
Till we meet again HAPPY TRAILS
- Kathy the Queen of la Honda 👸

Before moving
to Soldotna,
Alaska with her
family this past
Tuesday, Kathy
spoke on the
history of La
Honda through
the eyes of her
family, the Zanones - one of the oldest families in the
town of La Honda. Kathy provided fascinating stories
of the pioneering Zanone family, including how her
father lost his arm in a threshing machine in 1916,
when he was only 18 years old. Thank you Kathy –
Rob, you and family will be missed here in La
Honda.
Kathy provided this going away message:
“I want to thank the La Honda community that came
out to hear me speak. I figured there might be at the
most 10 maybe 20. I got a little tongue tied when I
realized it was a larger crowd than I expected [it was
actually over 100 people there]. I want to thank all
those who stepped in to help set up food and chairs
and helped clean up too. Bob wants to restart La
Honda un-official history night again, and I have a
few suggestions for speakers - everyone has a story to
tell.
Someone once told me that first you live in your
home, then you move to the motor home, then you
move to your vacation home (Alaska), then the rest
home, and finally it will end at the funeral home I'm
hoping to bypass the last two for a while any way.
Oops, a word I kept saying was “anyway” - Rob
said I must have said it 75-100 times when I talked
the other night; well guess what mister Robbie now
I'm going to say it every time I talk to you 😜. I'm
sitting in my future home in Alaska in the motor
home typing this. We are heading out early Tuesday
for our big adventure – yes, it's stressful, but there is
no turning back. We will be back to visit and pick up
more stuff to haul back up to Alaska. (Rob has more
stuff than I can say “anyway” to).
Sign Post City in BC
I bought a street
sign that says La
Honda California.
We are going to stop
at Watson’s Lake in
BC where they have Sign Post City, and we will hang
our sign there so everyone one who passes through
will know that La Honda California does exist.

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for
questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente for advertising
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July 2018
MONDA
Y
2 Yoga
with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30p

3 "Balance, Stretch and
Tone" with Jamie 10anoon, clubhouse
Caregiver Connect, 10-12
Bookmobile, 1:00-2:30p
@LHPO

8 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1
Chipper Program, 9a-4p
Feldenkrais Flow
San Gregorio Store: BlackEyed Susies and Lane, 11-5p

9 Yoga
with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30p

10 "Balance, Stretch
and Tone" with Jamie
10a-11:15a, clubhouse
Caregiver Connect, 10-12
Bookmobile, 1:00-2:30p
@LHPO

15 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1
San Gregorio Store: Keller
Sis. and Circle R Boys, 11-5
Chipper Program, 9a-4p
Feldenkrais Flow
LH Flea Market, 8:30-4p

16 Yoga
with
Mary @
Clubhouse, 45:30p

22
Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1
San Gregorio Store: Flying
Salvias and Jones Gang, 11-5p
Feldenkrais Flow
Pescadero Soccer Tourn
29 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1
San Gregorio Store: Jay
Howlett and The Country Jeb,
11a-5p
Feldenkrais Flow

SUNDAY
1 Second Harvest Food,
OLR Church, 12-1
San Gregorio Store:
Wavetones and Claddagh
Band 11-5p
Feldenkrais Flow with Linda,
9-10a, Clubhouse

TUESDAY

WEDNESDA
Y
4 JULY 4th
PICNIC,
Playbowl

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Pesc Farmer Mkt, 3-7p
Bookmobile, 3:00-3:45p
@LHPO
Alices: TBD

6 Intro
Exercise 55+
@LH Puente,
10-11a
San Greg
Store: Mike
Grimes, 5-7p

7 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 9am
Chipper Program, 9a-4p
San Greg Store: Kyle Alden
and Mild Colonial Boys, 12-6p
Are You Good to Go?
10:30am, LH Puente

11 Zumba
6:30-7:30pm,
LHE

12 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: TBD
Pesc Farmer Mkt, 3-7p

13 Intro
Exercise 55+
@LH Puente

14 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie clubhouse, 9am
Chipper Program, 9a-4p
Hazardous Waste Dropoff,
8:30a-12:15p
San Greg Store: Allen/
Binion/ Harmony Grits, 11-6p

17 "Balance, Stretch
and Tone" with Jamie
10a-noon, clubhouse
Caregiver Connect- 10-12
Bookmobile, 1:00-2:30p
@LHPO

18 Cuesta
BOD Meet –
7:30p, open
session
Zumba 6:307:30pm, LHE

19 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 6-7:15
Alices: TBD
Pesc Farmer Mkt, 3-7p
LHFB Annual Meeting
Bookmobile, 3:00-3:45p
@LHPO

20 Intro
Exercise 55+
@LH Puente
San Greg
Store: John
Lester, 5-7p
.

21
San Gregorio Store: Montara
Mountain Boys and Atkinson,
etc, 11a-5p
Chipper Program, 9a-4p

23 Yoga
with
Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30p

24 "Balance, Stretch
and Tone" with Jamie
10a-noon, clubhouse
Caregiver Connect, 10-12
Bookmobile, 1-2:30,
LHPO

25 Zumba
6:30-7:30pm,
LHE

26 Slow Flow Vinyasa
Yoga with Jamie, 67:15pm, Clubhouse
Alices: TBD
Pesc Farmer Mkt, 3-7p

27 Intro
Exercise 55+
@LH Puente
San Greg
Store: Three
on a Tree, 5-7

28 Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
with Jamie, 9am San Greg
Store: The Infusions/Bundy
Browne 11a-5

30 Yoga
with
Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30p

31 "Balance, Stretch
and Tone" with Jamie
10a-noon, clubhouse
Caregiver Connect, 10-12

Lit Night,
7pm

The La Honda Voice - Contact
Bob Dougherty
voice@lahonda.com. For
advertising in the La Honda
Voice, please contact Lisa
Mateja of Puente.

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to
change. More current information may be
available from the by calling venue: Alice’s 851-0303 AJ’s- 747-0331, SG Store – 726-0565

