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The La Honda Voice
 

Scenic Drive Repair this Summer 
By Kathleen Moazed and Carol Prentice 

 

Scenic Drive land 

movement has been an 

ongoing source of 

concern 

 

It’s been four long years 

since a series of high-

intensity rainstorms 

triggered a landslide in 

Cuesta that damaged 

three homes beyond 

repair and rendered upper Scenic Drive impassible.  

Now, at last, it looks like this summer we will see an 

extensive repair of Scenic Drive, allowing us, once 

again, to use the road to access all of upper Cuesta. 

     This permanent repair to our major road through 

Cuesta will happen because of citizen lobbying by a 

dedicated group of Cuesta residents who persuaded 

local, state and federal officials to come see the 

damage for themselves. They then continued to meet 

with those officials to press them for the plans and 

funding for homeowner compensation and serious 

road repair. One of those officials, Congresswoman 

Anna Eshoo, seemed stunned by what she saw and 

was apparently so moved by the plight of the 

homeowners who had lost their homes due to the 

landslide that she constantly went to bat for us with 

FEMA to get us the funding we needed. (continued 

on page 2) 

 

Summary: 

- COVID-19 Testing at the 

Pescadero High School June 8th 3:30-5:00PM  

- Relaxing Exercise Class is back on Zoom with 

Lynnette  

- Pescadero Grown Farmers Market is coming back 

June 3rd 2-6pm, sign up for Market Match 

through   Puente  

- HCH/FM and Coastside Dental Clinic are ready to 

schedule start scheduling farmworkers 

(Puente activity details continued on page 3) 

 

 

Save the Date for the La Honda Fair! 
 

 
 

 
We are moving forward with the La Honda Fair 

beginning  

Friday, September 10 - pre-party music, lasagna 

dinner & art show on the patio  

Saturday, September 11 - La Honda Days Parade to 

kick off the Fair ( this begins at the Cuesta Pond and 

culminates at the La Honda Market), and  

Sunday, September 12.  

We will be contacting the insurance company soon to 

ensure we can indeed move forward! 

     If you have any questions or are interested in a 

“locals” booth, please reach out to  

Kristen at:  lahondafair@gmail.com Stay tuned for 

more information as the date gets closer!   

 

Jerry Lynn Watkins - RIP 
Info below from https://www.legacy.com and the 

Corning-Observer newspaper from June 2, 2021 

 

Jerry Lynn Watkins 

passed away 

peacefully in his La 

Honda home on 

Monday, May 17, 

2021. 

     Jerry migrated 

from Dumas, 

Arkansas, to 

California with his 

family in 1955, 

where he proudly 

raised two daughters 

and two sons. He 

worked for many years as a Superintendent at 

Rudolph and Sletten and carried a strong work ethic 

and straight talk to construction sites throughout the 

Bay Area. (continued on page 2) 

June 2021 - Always Free! 
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Jerry Lynn Watkins – RIP 

(continued from page 1) 
     

Jerry searched for opportunities to be clever from his 

first sip of coffee in the morning to the last of his 

Coors in the evening and never missed the 

opportunity to look straight into your eyes while 

flashing an ornery smile to pull a quick one on you. 

Jerry's daily disposition would decide which version 

of a story he would tell, and I'm sure everyone he 

knew heard a different description of how he lost part 

of his fingers.  

     Outfitted in blue jeans and a button-up shirt – 

always with snaps – and equipped with a Swiss 

wristwatch and a pocket knife, Jerry enjoyed taking 

his horses for a ride, hunting trips throughout 

Northern California, and fishing trips to Mexico. 

     Jerry is loved and remembered by his wife, 

children, grandchildren, great- grandchildren, sister, 

extended family, friends, colleagues, pets, and 

community. 

     Jerry would always tell us, "It's a long way from 

your heart, you'll be all right," anytime something 

hurt. Except that this time, it's not. 

     Jerry was stoic, strong, and stubborn, and with his 

direct gaze, a smile, and a handshake, Jerry 

announced his presence. A presence that will be 

deeply missed, but not forgotten. 

     To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit 

our Sympathy Store. 

     Condolences to the Watkins family 

Scenic Drive Repair this Summer 
(continued from page 1) 
  FEMA funding is absolutely crucial in financing a 

true and lasting repair of Scenic Drive. Such a repair 

involves stabilizing the landslide by installing 

drainage to dewater the slide, stitch-pier retaining 

walls, and/or tie-back anchors to ensure that the earth 

underneath the road does not continue to move in 

future wet winters or with the added weight of new 

road materials and vehicles driving on it. This type of 

repair was done for lower Scenic Drive after the 

landslide that occurred in 2005 and 2006 and has 

remained stable in subsequent weather events. In fact, 

after the storms of 2017, the new landslide stopped 

just a few feet from where the earlier repair ended, 

showing that the landslide stabilization not only 

prevented the older landslide from reactivating and 

moving or expanding again, it also constrained the 

size of the new landslide, which could have been 

much larger and could have damaged even more 

homes. 

     The estimated cost of the Scenic Drive repair is 

about $3 million, an enormous cost that will be 

covered by a combination of federal and county 

funds. 

     The estimated repair timeline, provided by San 

Mateo County Public Works, is for work to begin on 

July 6, 2021 and 

to end on 

November 12, 

2021, with 90 

working days.  

This timeline is 

based on receipt 

of bids and a bid 

that is 

acceptable (bids 

open May 25, 

2021 and are 

awarded June 8, 

2021). 

 

Scenic Drive damage from the landslide 
 

     Let’s keep our fingers crossed that weather and 

wildfires don’t disrupt the work schedule, but we 

think there’s cause for optimism when you realize 

that even a small town like La Honda, when it puts 

its collective heads together, can move mountains, or, 

in this case, repair a landslide! 

 

***The complete music 

schedule isn’t listed, but This 

Way Up will be playing at 

Alice's on Thursday June 10th.*** 

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/jerry-watkins-funeral-flowers/p198876018/?affiliateId=2508&pm=240
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Puente activities and events 

(continued from pg. 1)  

HCH/FM and Coastside Dental 

Clinic are ready to start scheduling farmworkers for 

the first Saturday Dental Clinic in Half Moon Bay. 

There are 8-9 appointments available for June 12th, if 

you have any participants in need of dental care, 

please refer them to the health team! 
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SC4ARC Field Day 2021 
From Lisa Chupity 

The SC4 

Amateur 

Radio 

Club will be holding its annual Field Day on the 

weekend of June 26 and 27. However, the COVID-19 

pandemic has forced us once again to be creative 

with how we operate. 

     Instead of setting up one emergency type field 

station as we have in the past, we will have a number 

of individual stations operating that weekend. These 

individual stations will be designated Class D. 

Normally, when the club does our annual Field Day, 

we are designated Class A. The stations operating this 

year are as follows: 

W6NCS, Jeneen Sommers  

KM6DOV, Dave McIntire 

K6TPS, Jim Sencenbaugh 

W6VG, Neil Panton 

AF6IE, Mary Panton 

KM6DKE, Bob Mitton 

KJ6VCP, Miike Pittaro 

KN6CZA, Sue Du Hammel 

N6QAD, Angelo Dragone 

AJ6X, Gabriel Blaj 

KN6CZD, Eva Knodt 

KN6CZH, Terry Adams 

     Last year, ARRL gave a great explanation for 

participants and onlookers regarding contest rules: 

“For example, if Podunk Hollow Radio Club 

members Becky, W1BXY, and Hiram, W1AW, both 

participate in 2020 Field Day -- Hiram from his 

ClassD home station, and Becky from her Class C 

mobile station -- both can include the radio club's 

name when reporting their individual results. The 

published results listing will include individual scores 

for Hiram and Becky, plus a combined score for all 

entries identified as Podunk Hollow Radio Club.” 

This way, the SC4ARC could possibly earn at least as 

many points as we did last year, and we did beat 

HMB last year! 

 

La Honda’s 35 new CERTS! 
by Kathleen Moazed 

     The La Honda Fire Brigade is excited to 

announce that it has trained 35 new members of the 

La Honda area community as Community Emergency 

Response Team (CERT) members. 

     The recent CZU Lighting wildfires spurred many 

people to want to learn how to better prepare 

themselves for emergencies.  We had so many people 

sign up that we had to run multiple classes, a great 

problem to have! 

     The CERT program trains volunteers in basic 

disaster response skills, including wildfire safety, 

light search and rescue, post-earthquake building 

safety and disaster medical operations. CERT 

volunteers are trained to assist their families, 

neighbors and other community members during 

emergencies when professional responders may not 

be immediately available to provide assistance. 

Before, during, and after disasters, CERT volunteers 

work in teams to perform basic response activities, 

including checking in on neighbors, distributing road 

closure, power outage and other vital information to 

local residents and help staff emergency operations 

centers at the La Honda Firehouse. The ability of 

CERT volunteers to perform these activities frees up 

professional responders (i.e. firefighters and EMTs) 

to focus their efforts on more complex and critical 

tasks. 

Some of 

the New 

Certs in 

front of 

the LH 

Fire 

House 

 

If you 

want to 

sign up 

for our 

next round of classes, go to the LHFB website to 

register: https://www.lahondafire.org/volunteer 
 

The Chipper Program 
The Neighborhood 

Chipper Program is based 

on a “you cut, we chip” 

model. Home owners are 

responsible for cutting, 

gathering and piling 

vegetation from around 

their homes to a roadside or drop-off location. We 

will provide chipping crews to chip vegetation either 

back on site or for removal. Chips will be hauled off 

at no cost. 

     The Neighborhood Chipper Program is a 

collaborative effort between Fire Safe San Mateo 

County, Woodside Fire Protection District, CAL 

FIRE, San Mateo Resource Conservation District, 

South Skyline Fire Safe Council and volunteer fire 

departments. The program provides no-cost chipping 

to select neighborhoods to assist homeowners in 

maintaining defensible space. Funds for this program 

are through grant and local funding by program 

partners (Measure K).  For La Honda, the program 

will occur on - 7/10-11, 7/17-18, 7/24-25, & 7/31-8/1 

The drop off location will again be on Entrada Way. 
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Wild and Blue 
An original La Honda story by Christine Page  

     I was swept away by “Wild and Blue” on the way 

to Peek-a-Boo. My husband Philip and I heard this 

John Anderson song while driving by the San 

Gregorio General Store. We were so surprised that 

live music was playing on the patio!  

     We went inside the store, still wearing masks, but 

extremely grateful to be there. Casey, a California-

cool-dude with long hair and hang loose attitude, was 

bartending. His name reminded me of the poem, 

“Casey at the Bat.” Aside from hearing music again, 

the idea of a live baseball game also thrilled me. I 

heard that I missed Neil Young playing the piano just 

the day 

before. I 

met him 

twenty 

years ago 

on a flight 

to Buenos 

Aires, and 

it would 

have been 

great to 

see him 

again.  

 

 

Roger and Sally      

     We took our beers outside and sat on the honorary 

“locals” windowsill. The sky, mostly fog white, 

touched green rolling hills. Black cows, heads down, 

dotted the landscape. It seemed as though no time 

had gone by and that nothing had changed since 

before the pandemic. The Sandy Mountain Band, a 

husband-and-wife duo from Loma Mar, played folksy 

love songs, and their sweet sounds of “wild and blue” 

welcomed us home.  

     We continued on our journey to Peekaboo Ranch. 

The creek flowed quietly down the mountain. The 

biggest change from my last trip was that many of the 

trees and scrub had been cleared away from the 

house. Last year’s fires were dangerously close and 

evacuations were ordered for San Gregorio and La 

Honda. A few hardy individuals, Bill included, 

stayed behind to defend their properties. Peek-a-boo 

was spared, but Roger and Bill were not taking any 

chances for next time.  

     Roger, Sally and Bill greeted us, La Honda style! 

It was great to be together again. All five of us 

squeezed into the van like school kids. I served 

cocktails and snacks. We listened to music and 

laughed about the unpredictability of life, especially 

during the last year. Roger, a fourth generation 

Californian, told stories about the “good, ole days” 

and fun times at Boots and Saddle Lodge. He 

remembered simpler times when everyone knew 

everyone. “No one was ever left to get out of a ditch 

alone,” he said. For me, it was fun listening to ghost 

stories from the past. 

     The next day the Claddagh Band played Irish, folk 

and rock songs outside at San G. I saw many familiar 

faces and a few friends. Like old times, Gary played 

the flute and saxophone. Rob played his heart out on 

the bass. Everyone celebrated being out and together 

again after so long. 

     To conclude our weekend adventure, we dined at 

Bucks in Woodside. Formerly the Stage Coach 

Restaurant, I had seen it for years but had never gone. 

Bill was proud to show off the place, and was 

delighted that the owner’s son, Tyler, was there. Tyler 

greeted us enthusiastically wearing San Francisco-hip 

clothing. A real dynamo with floppy hair and desire 

to please, he was happy to show us around. 

Everything about the restaurant and décor was 

historic, quirky and fun! We enjoyed the food too, but 

it was secondary to the amazing museum of 

collectibles surrounding us. Just before leaving, our 

table illuminated in the waning afternoon sun and a 

big, WILD and BLUE shark stared back at us with 

sharp, pointy teeth… 

  

How Vaccinated is La Honda? 
( from https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/ 

05/20/hey-midpeninsula-how-vaccinated-is-your-zip-

code) 
     State data shows roughly 6 in 10 residents have 

received one shot, with pockets of greater and lesser 

inoculation. The referenced article states that “The 

ZIP code of 94020 in the Santa Cruz Mountains has 

among the lowest vaccination rates: 61.2%. Identified 

as the La Honda ZIP code, slightly fewer than half of 

its 1,580 residents aged 12 and older are fully 

vaccinated.”  

 

 

https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/%0b05/20/hey-midpeninsula-how-vaccinated-is-your-zip-code
https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/%0b05/20/hey-midpeninsula-how-vaccinated-is-your-zip-code
https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/%0b05/20/hey-midpeninsula-how-vaccinated-is-your-zip-code
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Condors Are Returning to the Santa Cruz 

Mountains 
( excerpts from 

https://openspacetrust.org/blog/condors-return/)  

 

 

“The 

California 

condor is 

slowly 

returning 

to our 

beloved 

Santa 

Cruz 

Mountains, back from the very brink of extinction. In 

May of 2014, a three-year-old female known as 

Lupine flew more than 100 miles north 

from Pinnacles National Park in San Benito County 

and landed on private property near Pescadero. It was 

later photographed by a motion-activated wildlife 

camera, and this became the first documented 

sighting of the species within San Mateo County 

since 1904… 

     …If you’ve ever had the chance to see a condor in 

flight, you’ll likely never forget the experience. Their 

massive, gliding forms are burned into my memory. 

And what gets me is that every single bird witnessed 

in the wild today is the result of an incredibly 

audacious conservation plan involving the capture of 

the entire population (27 wild birds in 1987) and a 

complex captive breeding and reintroduction program 

coordinated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. If 

their 9.5-foot wingspan — the widest of any North 

American bird — isn’t enough to trigger an 

involuntary jaw drop, the very fact they still exist 

should likely do the trick… 

     …In August of last year, the CZU Lightning 

Complex Fire tore through the heart of the redwood 

forest within the Santa Cruz Mountains…But one 

silver lining amid this tragedy is the opportunity it 

created for condors…“Wildfires often don’t kill 

redwoods, but they frequently create large cavities 

within the trees that make excellent nesting sites for 

these birds,” Joe explained. “We’ve found that in Big 

Sur. All the condors we’re tracking are nesting in 

redwood cavities created by fire.” So, while it’s 

difficult for us to experience such tremendous loss, 

maybe the fire paved the way for the condor’s 

accelerated return to our home range…” 

 

Note: Posts on the La Honda News Group indicate 

that the California condors have been spotted in both 

Pescadero and South Skyline…what wonderful news! 

Rare Bird Alert 
The report at 

https://ebird.org/alert/summary?sid=SN36044 shows 

observations of rare birds in San Mateo County. The 

report includes both unreviewed and 

reviewed/approved observations. Although I didn’t 

see the California Condor listed, it did show recent 

sightings of Lawrence’s Goldfinch and Lark Sparrow 

in La Honda Creek OSP. You can sign up for alerts 

or submit your own observations.  

    
Lawrence’s Goldfinch (l) and Lark Sparrow (r) 

 

CAL FIRE Suspends Burn Permits in San 

Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties (CAL FIRE 

news release from May 19)  

 “ California 

is entering 

its second 

consecutive 

dry year and 

braces for what could be another devastating wildfire 

season… 

…The increasing fire danger posed by dead grass and 

hotter, drier conditions in the region is prompting 

CAL FIRE to suspend all burn permits for outdoor 

residential burning within the State Responsibility 

Area of San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties. This 

suspension takes effect May 20, 2021 and bans all 

outdoor burning (see original memo for the few 

exceptions) … 

…For additional information on how to create 

Defensible Space, Home Hardening, Evacuation 

Planning and how to be prepared for wildfires, as 

well as tips to prevent wildfires, visit 

www.ReadyForWildfire.org.” 

     Another good site for wildfire prevention is 

https://defensiblespace.org/ This site focuses on 

the wildland-urban interface (WUI) area where urban 

and suburban development meets undeveloped areas 

containing natural vegetation. One of the most 

pressing issues there is wildfire, but others include 

risky interactions with wildlife such as bears and 

mountain lions, as well as physical phenomena such 

as floods and landslides. Within the greater WUI, 

areas are classified as to their relative fire hazard 

severity zones. These are areas in mountains, 

foothills, and canyons where adjacency to vegetated 

areas, difficulty of access, and weather patterns pose 

greater risk of wildfire. 

https://openspacetrust.org/blog/condors-return/)
https://www.nps.gov/pinn/learn/nature/condor.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20140903042237/http:/www.timesheraldonline.com/breaking_news/ci_25964337/first-california-condor-spotted-san-mateo-county-since
https://web.archive.org/web/20140903042237/http:/www.timesheraldonline.com/breaking_news/ci_25964337/first-california-condor-spotted-san-mateo-county-since
https://www.fws.gov/cno/es/calcondor/Condor.cfm#:~:text=By%201987%2C%20all%20remaining%20wild,into%20a%20captive%20breeding%20program.&text=Since%201992%2C%20when%20the%20U.S.,the%20population%20to%20410%20birds.
https://openspacetrust.org/blog/san-vicente-redwoods-after-the-fire/
https://openspacetrust.org/blog/san-vicente-redwoods-after-the-fire/
https://ebird.org/alert/summary?sid=SN36044
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
https://defensiblespace.org/
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The La Honda Fire Brigade Thanks You! 
The LHFB posted a big thank you to everyone who 

donated to the Coastside Gives campaign. 

 

Example Type 5 

Wildland Fire 

Engine 

 

“What an amazing community we live in!!! 

     We made our $100,000 goal, either from 

donations made through the Coastside Gives website 

or directly to our La Honda Fire Brigade website as 

part of the Coastside Gives campaign.  

     Thank You Coastside Communities 

Thank you Woodside, South Skyline, King’s Mtn and 

all areas beyond that supported us 

and thanks to Coastside Gives – Together we are 

Stronger 

     Type 5 Wildland Fire Engine: 

If you listened to the recent Cal Fire webinar on CZU 

Fire - Lessons Learned in San Mateo County, you 

heard that one of the primary lessons learned was the 

need for a TYPE 5 / 6 Wildland Fire Engine to get 

into our rough terrain and put the fire out at the 

source. 

     Thanks to you, we now have a Type 5 Wildland 

Fire Engine in the future of the La Honda Fire 

Brigade.  We can now start the build process for the 

truck to be here and ready in 2022.” 

 

3 Rescued After Getting Stuck on Rock, 

Rising Water at Pescadero State Beach 
(excerpts from https://www.nbcbayarea.com/ on May 

10, 2021)    

     “Authorities rescued three men after they were 

stranded on a rock Saturday evening at Pescadero 

State Beach…the three men, between the ages of 18 

and 20, found themselves stranded on a rock about 

100 yards off shore. 

     Cal Fire officials said the men were walking on 

shore as the tide rose. That's when they became 

stranded on the rock. 

     According to Cal Fire, the U.S. Coast Guard 

rescued one of the men by hoisting him to safety [via 

helicopter]. While the other two men were rescued by 

California State Parks' swimmers by using a board. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content 

questions and Dalia Huerta of Puente at dhuerta@mypuente.org 

for advertising …and a big thanks to Puente for printing the 

La Honda Voice! 

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excerpts from 

other news sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is 

important that you seek out and support the original 

source of the article. Links to these sources will 

always be provided. You can go to lahonda.com to 

download the Voice and copy/paste these links into a 

browser. 

mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:dhuerta@mypuente.org
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In San Mateo Co, more single family homes sold in October 2020 than in Oct in the previous 2 years. 

Oct 2020 = 495  /  Oct 2019 = 406  /  Oct 2018 = 452.   

On average, a 3bed/2ba home sold for $1.558 million in Oct 2019, and in Oct 2020 a 3/2 sold for $1.670 m, a 7.1 percent increase.   

Many locations are still generating multiple offers. Interest rates are incredibly low, and some lenders have low down payment 

loan programs.   

Call us if you are considering selling or buying, or if you need more info.   

 

 

 


