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The La Honda Voice
 

 

La Honda Gets New Fire Chief 
(info provided from Sandi Poss and the LH Fire 

Brigade website) 
New  

La Honda 

Fire 

Brigade 

Chief Paul 

Long 

 

On 

February 

23rd, La 

Honda 

received a 

new Fire 

Chief, Paul 

Long. From 

the La 

Honda Fire 

Brigade 

website, 

“Paul has been a firefighter for the La Honda Fire 

Brigade for over 18 years, and a chief officer for over 

8 years.  Throughout his tenure with the Brigade, he 

has held ranks of Firefighter/EMT, Engineer, Captain, 

and Assistant Fire Chief.  Paul is a key supporter for 

many of our programs at the Brigade and has 

overseen several of our successful grant programs.  

Outside of the Brigade, Paul is also a leader of 

operations for a large pharmaceutical company here 

in the Bay Area.  Paul began his emergency response 

experience as a responder at a chemical refinery 

during his first job as an engineer in Southern 

California.  As a resident of La Honda, Paul enjoys 

the beauty of our area and has been proud to support 

our community and its visitors. 

   Former Chief Ari Delay will not be going far.  He 

will continue to be a huge part of the La Honda Fire 

Brigade.  Words cannot express our thanks to Chief 

Delay for his 9 years of service as Chief of the La 

Honda Fire Brigade.” (continued on page 3) 

 

 

 
 

COVID-19 – SMC to re-open businesses

  
(figure from kcra.com) 

  San Mateo county, along with Santa Clara, Napa, 

Marin, and San Francisco counties in the Bay Area 

moved from the COVID purple tier to the red tier. 

This change opens indoor dining, museums, places of 

worship, movie theaters, gyms and retail businesses, 

all with restricted capacities.  

   COVID testing continues and vaccinations are 

available to certain workers and residents at least 65 

years old. As of March 4th, La Honda has recorded 

11 total cases of COVID-19. (more information on 

pages 2 and 7) 

 

Fire Evacuation Zone 

Article – “Know your Zone” 

San Mateo county has developed a system to help 

understand and manage evacuations. Neil Panton 

provides information in an article to better understand 

this new system (information on page 4) 
 

Puente Programs and 

Services 
Free COVID testing in Pescadero 

Free tax preparation services 

COVID-19 Relief Fund 

Coastside Day of Giving 

(additional information on page 2) 

March 2021 - Always Free! 
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Puente Programs and 

Services (continued from pg. 1) 

 
 

Free COVID testing 

in Pescadero 

For community members living 

in Pescadero, Loma Mar, La 

Honda or San Gregorio 

Tuesday, March 9th from 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

Pescadero High School, 360 Butano Cutoff, 

Pescadero CA 94060 

Visit the Curative web site, or call Puente at 650-879-

1691 to make an appointment. Testing will be held at 

Pescadero High School on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month. Mobile testing at local farms and ranches will 

continue on rotation. 

   Curative is also providing testing each Monday in 

Half Moon Bay. for more information or to schedule 

an appointment, visit 

www.half-moon-bay.ca.us/728/COVID-19-Testing 

   San Mateo County is offering testing in additional 

locations around the county, including Half Moon 

Bay. More information about times, locations, and 

scheduling appointments is available 

at www.smcgov.org/testing. 

   For more information, contact Ophelie Vico 

ovico@mypuente.org | 650-262-5989  
 

Free tax preparation services now available. Call 

650-879-1691 to make an 

appointment for March 11th. 

Assistance is also available in 

renewing ITINs. Wear a mask 

for appointments or when dropping off documents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Relief Fund 

 This program was created to reach those who were 

left out from the second round of direct stimulus 

payments 

For residents of La Honda, 

Loma Mar, Pescadero and San 

Gregorio. You are eligible if 

you do not qualify to receive a 

federal economic impact payment (stimulus check) 

and your adjusted gross income is up to: 

$75,000 for individuals 

$112,500 for head-of-household 

$150,000 for married couples 

Undocumented individuals qualify! 

$600 for each qualifying adult, limit of $1,200 per 

household 

Program available while funding lasts. 
 

Save the Date for a Coastside Day of Giving! 

on Thursday, May 6, 2021 

Beginning March 8th, you can support Puente and 

our efforts to bridge essential 

services to low-income 

families, farmworkers, 

students and seniors who are 

facing challenging times during 

the COVID-19 pandemic by scheduling a donation 

online through the annual Coastside Gives 

fundraising campaign. 

 

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from other news 

sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you seek 

out and support the original source of the article. Links to these 

sources will always be provided. You can go to lahonda.com to 

download the Voice and copy/paste these links into browser. 

https://mypuente.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=971e28a991eb1f337ebfed71c&id=3c0e65f5bf&e=801415ddae
https://mypuente.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=971e28a991eb1f337ebfed71c&id=1a877335d0&e=801415ddae
https://mypuente.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=971e28a991eb1f337ebfed71c&id=ee8bb52825&e=801415ddae
mailto:ovico@mypuente.org?subject=COVID%20Testing%20Info%20Request
https://mypuente.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=971e28a991eb1f337ebfed71c&id=7fef0f880c&e=801415ddae
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La Honda Gets New Fire Chief 
(continued from page 1) 

 “…A word from 

outgoing Chief Ari Delay 

(image from 

smdailyjournal.com) 

  

“As I write this article, 

we are in the midst of one 

of the most difficult times 

for our community, and 

our nation, in modern 

history. California is one 

of the best places in the 

world to live, yet we tend to host many of the 

nation’s natural disasters with weather-related events, 

annual wildfire threat, and of course the current 

worldwide COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

Wildfires – 2020 has proven to be yet another 

unprecedented wildfire season in California, which 

has impacted our community more than it has in over 

100 years of recorded fire history. The CZU 

Lightning Complex came within 1.5 miles of town 

and forced the evacuation of our entire community. 

For weeks, our firefighters, CERT team members, 

Ham Radio operators and community volunteers, 

waged an all-out war on the fire, working to hold the 

fire line from Loma Mar to the intersection of 

Highways 9 and 236. This 11.6 miles of fireline were 

critical in the protection of La Honda, Loma Mar, 

Middleton Tract and Portola Heights. Fortunately, the 

fireline held and our community was spared; unlike 

our neighbors in Santa Cruz County who suffered 

significant loss of homes, infrastructure and one life. 

This fire, and the others throughout California, 

should strengthen our commitment to support our 

local fire department who was there when state 

resources were at maximum drawdown. I could not 

be more proud of the efforts of the La Honda Fire 

Brigade, Loma Mar and Kings Mountain Firefighters 

who have served as professional volunteer 

firefighters for years to protect all of our 

communities. The CZU Lightning Complex 

reinforced the value and need of local firefighters. 

 

2020 community chipping program – was yet 

another tremendous success due to the support of the 

community, San Mateo County Fire Safe Council, 

The Resource Conservation District and volunteers 

who helped staff the event. The first program 

concluded just prior to the start of the CZU Lightning 

Complex and as soon as the imminent fire threat had 

diminished we were approached to host a second 

round of community chipping. This second round of 

chipping was only made possible by community 

volunteers who helped staff the site for an additional 

three weeks to get the job done. The combined effort 

removed almost 800 loads of brush from the yards of 

residents throughout our community. If a fire were to 

impact our community these efforts would help 

firefighters better defend our homes and our 

community. 

  

PSPS – As if we didn’t have enough to worry about 

as a community, 

we again suffered 

the wildfire 

public safety 

shutdowns 

(PSPS) where 

our power was 

turned off for days at a time. We reached out to 

PG&E early in the PSPS development last year to 

make sure their resources didn’t go elsewhere. The 

La Honda Fire Brigade has partnered with PG&E to 

provide a local community resource center to help 

lessen the effects of the shutdown to our residents. 

We will continue to foster the relationship to ensure 

PG&E provides to support our community, as we are 

at the epicenter of the PSPS program in San Mateo 

County… 

  

Resilience – La Honda residents are a tough, hearty 

bunch who are used to toughing it out in difficult 

circumstances. We can all eventually become 

overwhelmed, so I urge you to remain vigilant in our 

community battle against the COVID-19 virus and 

reach out to family, friends and our community if you 

are feeling overwhelmed. 

  

Transition – With my new role as Fire Chief for the 

City of San Bruno and the demands that the new job 

requires, I have chosen to step back a bit here in La 

Honda Fire and step down as Chief, although I will 

not be gone and will continue to have a role 

responding with the Fire Department. Assistant Chief 

Paul Long has been elected by the group to lead the 

organization and fill out the remainder of my term as 

Chief. I have been a firefighter with the La Honda 

Fire Brigade for almost 30 years and had the amazing 

opportunity to serve as chief for the last 9 years. I 

wanted to thank the firefighters, board of directors 

and community for their unwavering support. It is 

with full confidence that I endorse Paul Long as our 

new chief and look forward to working with him as 

we move the La Honda Fire Brigade on to the next 

chapter. 

 

Thank you to outgoing Chief Ari Delay and 

welcome to our new Fire Chief Paul Long! 
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Know Your Zone 
The Zonehaven Evacuation Platform 

by Neil Panton 

Know Your Zone – myzone.zonehaven.com  

I recently attended a presentation of the Zonehaven 

Evacuation Platform used in the August CZU fires, as 

well as presentations on the recent debris flow 

advisories and evacuations in the South Coast burn 

areas. The information was presented by CalFire 

Deputy Chief Jonathan Cox and Charlie Crocker, 

CEO of Zonehaven. 

   Two years ago, fire chiefs in San Mateo County 

agreed they needed to do something to reduce the 

time between a call for evacuation and public 

notification and start of an evacuation. In 

consultation with other counties and jurisdictions, 

they found Charlie Crocker and Zonehaven, a data-

driven application for managing wildfire risk. Fires 

have been getting worse in recent years, and 

evacuation planning was in need of revisions because 

of how fast and different these fires are now 

behaving. Traffic congestion emerged as one of the 

most critical aspects of evacuations. 

   Previous evacuation decisions were made ad-hoc 

standing around maps, but the information didn’t 

translate well to the public and didn’t get out quickly. 

They went to the Board of Supervisors for funding to 

prove the viability of the Zonehaven platform. The 

goal was to automate the process of getting 

information out through all channels 

immediately once a decision had been made. Key 

components needed for the software were: agency 

coordination, a single real-time map, compatibility 

with existing communications channels, input area 

for local knowledge, speed, and community 

accessibility. 

   The result was to separate San Mateo County into 

zones. These zones are managed by first responders 

according to the population, where they can travel, 

traffic congestion, etc. The zone plans can be printed 

for firefighters and first responders, and their status 

can be changed and communicated to the public. 

- “Smart” Zones are scaled to handle a certain 

amount of population based on ingress/egress, 

number of structures, type of fuel, and risks in the 

region. 

- It supports collaboration with other counties and 

jurisdictions. 

- Single Source of Truth: the same information is 

put into news releases, Twitter, WAZE, 

community.zonehaven.com, Google, firefighters 

managing assets in the field and others. 

- It allows first responders to prepare and build pre-

plans, and understand the unique aspects of each 

individual zone. They can use it to 

train, run fire simulations, and during 

an actual event, change information 

regarding shelters, road conditions, 

etc. The information is immediately 

available through a variety of 

channels. 

- There is continuing outreach to the 

community: Billboards, Know Your 

Zone (Cuesta La Honda, for 

example, is SMC-E028, write it 

down!). 

   There are two versions of the 

application, one for first responders, 

the other for the public. The public 

will not see all the information available to first 

responders. First responders can see what’s going 

on in other counties – how they are dealing with 

traffic control points, what’s their progress, and 

how to prepare to support them. 

   For First Responders: Information is available 

about schools, hospitals, temporary evacuation 

points, traffic control points, and more. The most 

current information can be made public to reduce 

confusion about old data. They can look at 

individual zones or combine zones to get a bigger 

picture of traffic congestion, for example. Pre-plans 

with special considerations and other important info 

can be downloaded as a pdf to their phones or other 

devices. Work that used to be done with phone calls 

and someone sitting at a desk can now be done in 

the field. 

   For the Public: Zones are color coded as to 

normal, advisory, evacuation warning or order, 

shelter-in-place, or clear to repopulate. Temporary 

Evacuation Points are indicated with a flag. The 

platform was developed for San Mateo County, but 

is now providing similar support to Marin, Sonoma, 

Alameda, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, and other 

counties. 

 

https://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2021/03/know-your-zone.html
https://myzone.zonehaven.com/
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St. Vincent de Paul food pantry  
by Mary Bordi 

This is a reminder that the St. 

Vincent de Paul food pantry is 

still distributing food on 

Sundays. The pantry is located 

in the parking lot at Our Lady 

of Refuge Catholic Church, 

146 Sears Ranch Road. As an 

essential service, the pantry 

was open most Sundays of the 

past year - but due to shelter-

in-place, some people may not have realized this. A 

few months ago, the schedule changed temporarily, 

but beginning Sunday, March 7th the pantry will be 

open at the old time—between noon and 1:00 PM. 

Customers are asked to wear a mask and observe 

social distancing as advised by our local health 

department. The volunteers distribute bags of non-

perishable food, supplemented by fresh and 

refrigerated items as available. Be sure to tell a friend 

in case they are new to town or they didn’t realize the 

pantry is open! 

 

Local Black Lives Matter Schedule 
 from Susan Henkin-Haas via Vicki 

Skinner 

The local BLM, sponsored by La 

Honda Indivisible, stand together 

for Equity, Justice, Truth, and for 

our Planet. They demonstrate every 

Saturday at noon, weather permitting. 

Schedule: 

March 6th, 2021 –   Skylonda 

March 13th, 2021 – Half Moon Bay 

March 20th, 2021 – Pescadero  

Locations: 

o Half Moon Bay - corner of Main Street and SR-92 

o Skylonda - Corner of La Honda Road and Skyline 

Blvd, Woodside 

o Pescadero – Intersection of Stage Road and 

Pescadero Road 

 

Missed the Film “Live or Die in La 

Honda” ? 
If you missed this 2018 

film, it is now free if 

you have Amazon Prime 

at: https://www.amazon.com/Live-Die-Honda-Blake-

Shields/dp/B0799YDXF5/ .  The movie features local 

scenes and local talent. 

(It also appears to be free on other websites, like 

Dailymotion.com, but I’m not sure this is a legal 

upload.)  

 

Review of Bucks Restaurant, Woodside 
KQED/PBS did a review of Buck’s restaurant in 

Woodside in their show “Check Please! Bay Area.” 

( https://www.pbs.org/video/bucks-of-woodside-

noodles-pho-me-gardenias-restaurant-uzlmi0/ ) 

Buck’s is known as a meeting place for venture 

capitalists and tech entrepreneurs. The interior feature 

colorful Americana décor, including cowboy boots, a 

talking buffalo head, and a model of the Statue of 

Liberty. The owner, Jamis MacNiven (note that his 

name is incorrect in the photo), wrote a book about 

his experiences entitled, “Breakfast at Buck’s – Tales 

from the pancake Guy.” The book is available free at 

https://archive.org/details/breakfastatbucks0000macn

_s8u2/mode/2up 

 

Yoga in 

La 

Honda 

Jamie 

Walton, the 

Bucolic 

Yogi, said, 

“Motivated by an inability to find anything online 

that I can comfortably recommend to total beginners, 

I'm thinking about offering a series of my own. It 

would be via Zoom, and I will also offer recorded 

sessions for those who can't make it to whatever time 

I ended up choosing. If interested, contact Jamie at 

thebucolicyogi@gmail.com. 

   Jamie also has a calendar of La Honda area 

events at: 

 https://www.thebucolicyogi.com/seva-

service.html. The La Honda Voice hasn’t provided 

a calendar for almost a year because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and Jamie’s calendar is a 

great resource. 

 

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for 

content questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at 

LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising …and a big 

thanks to Puente for printing the La Honda Voice! 

https://www.amazon.com/Live-Die-Honda-Blake-Shields/dp/B0799YDXF5/
https://www.amazon.com/Live-Die-Honda-Blake-Shields/dp/B0799YDXF5/
https://www.pbs.org/video/bucks-of-woodside-noodles-pho-me-gardenias-restaurant-uzlmi0/
https://www.pbs.org/video/bucks-of-woodside-noodles-pho-me-gardenias-restaurant-uzlmi0/
mailto:thebucolicyogi@gmail.com
https://www.thebucolicyogi.com/seva-service.html
https://www.thebucolicyogi.com/seva-service.html
mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:LMateja@mypuente.org
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A Legacy of Generosity – Remembering 

Sam McDonald  

( from https://openspacetrust.org/blog/sam-

mcdonald/ ) 

Portrait of Sam 

McDonald circa 1920. 

 

Openspace has a great 

biography of Sam 

McDonald on its 

website. A portion of 

this biography is 

provided below. 

   “…You don’t have to 

be a La Honda local or 

an alumnus of Stanford 

to have heard about this 

inspiring man. Maybe 

you’ve seen the athletic building and street named 

after him on the university campus. Regardless, his 

incredible life story is worth telling again and again. 

He achieved many “firsts” for a Black person in the 

Bay Area, and his story represents a major milestone 

in the conservation movement. 

   Emmanuel (Sam) B. McDonald’s story starts in 

1884 on a plantation in Monroe, Louisiana where he 

was born. Though his father was a free and educated 

Black man (even before Civil War times) who 

worked as a farmer and a minister, his mother and 

their ancestors had endured the horrors of slavery. 

When Sam was a child, the family moved to 

Southern California to seek new opportunities. When 

Sam’s mother tragically passed, they moved again — 

this time north to Santa Clara County. They would 

become the first Black family in Gilroy, California… 

   In 1903, he began his illustrious career at Stanford 

University. His charisma, good nature and acumen 

were immediately apparent and Sam quickly began 

taking on more responsibility at the university. With 

time, he would become the superintendent of athletic 

buildings and grounds at Stanford, making him the 

first Black administrator at a major university. He 

became nationally recognized for his innovative 

athletic field maintenance techniques, still visible 

today in the signature crisscross pattern mowed into 

football fields. Sam was a central figure for three 

generations of Stanford students including a former 

President Herbert Hoover, who was himself a 

Stanford grad. More importantly, he became 

legendary for his unparalleled altruism. 

   For Sam to have moved into such a prominent role 

within a culture of institutionalized racism is truly 

humbling. He accomplished what most could only 

dream of despite the innumerable hurdles he faced 

just for being Black. Sam’s unequaled willingness to 

help others was remarkable… 

   The majority of Sam’s time, however, was spent 

volunteering at Stanford’s Convalescent Home for 

Children, where he worked regularly… 

   In 1917, Sam purchased land near La Honda and 

built a two-room cabin. At the time, there was a 

concerted effort to prevent Black people from 

purchasing land in this area, so it’s hard to overstate 

how exceptional it is that Sam was able to do this. 

It’s at this 

cabin that he 

would spend 

time enjoying 

the serenity of 

nature, taking 

contemplative 

walks amongst 

the redwoods 

and hosting his many friends. He recognized how 

special the land was and created a reserve on his 

property to prevent trees from being cut and wildlife 

from being disturbed. 

   Over the years, Sam continued to buy the 

surrounding acreage until his property grew to 430 

acres. It’s the same property that would eventually 

become the northern portion of Sam McDonald Park. 

Toward the end of his life, Sam bequeathed his 

cherished estate to Stanford’s Convalescent Home for 

Children, who would eventually sell it to San Mateo 

County to be used as a park. Since then, it has grown 

to 850 acres (partially thanks to POST), providing 

everyone the opportunity to appreciate its serenity… 

      To catch a glimpse of Sam’s cabin, head to the 

main parking lot at Sam McDonald Park and take this 

slightly modified version of the moderate 2.6-mile 

Forest Loop Trail, which cuts through the original 

boundaries of the park: Follow the Forest Trail to Old 

Stage Road. Continue on Old Stage Road, past Trail 

Marker 2 (where you’ll see a few private residences 

near the creek), and Sam’s cabin will be located just 

past Trail Marker 1. Head back up Old Stage Road, 

where you can backtrack or head down Uncle Man 

Road, which will connect to Youth Camp Trail — 

looping you back to the main parking lot. 

   This is only the short version of Sam’s story, so if 

you want to learn more before planning your visit to 

Sam McDonald Park, I suggest reading his 

autobiography, Sam McDonald’s Farm… 

   You’ll enjoy the park’s lush forest, a variety of 

ferns, oak trees and even an old-growth redwood 

forest at the Heritage Grove. Many species of wildlife 

call it home including deer, bobcat, banana slugs and 

California newts. 

(go to the openspace site listed above to read the full 

article by Nik Rau, and visit this gem of a park in our 

back yard) 

https://openspacetrust.org/blog/sam-mcdonald/
https://openspacetrust.org/blog/sam-mcdonald/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2019/02/22/book-sheds-light-on-santa-clara-countys-black-pioneers
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2019/02/22/book-sheds-light-on-santa-clara-countys-black-pioneers
https://www.amazon.com/Sam-McDonalds-farm-Stanford-reminiscences/dp/B0007EBDAU
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Additional COVID information 
Go to https://covid19.ca.gov/state-dashboard/  

for additional information on the number of COVID-

19 infections, deaths, county risk levels, and 

vaccination levels, separated by County. 

 

Sign up through the link below to set up an 

appointment when your turn for the vaccine is 

permissible: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://covid19.ca.gov/state-dashboard/
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In San Mateo Co, more single family homes sold in October 2020 than in Oct in the previous 2 years. 

Oct 2020 = 495  /  Oct 2019 = 406  /  Oct 2018 = 452.   

On average, a 3bed/2ba home sold for $1.558 million in Oct 2019, and in Oct 2020 a 3/2 sold for $1.670 m, a 7.1 percent increase.   

Many locations are still generating multiple offers. Interest rates are incredibly low, and some lenders have low down payment 

loan programs.   

Call us if you are considering selling or buying, or if you need more info.   

 

 


