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The La Honda Voice 
 

 

The Face of Local Music - The Remnants 

at the San Gregorio Store   by craig eddy 

 

  

  

 

As I slid out of my truck, the San Gregorio Fog was 

just starting to recede. The telephone wires were 

covered with Starlings and more were landing by the 

minute. Their song was about all anyone could hear. 

As sweet as their chorus was, it was nothing 

compared to what was happening inside the General 

Store. The two o’clock Sunday show featured the 

Remnants. They are the remaining members of the 

John Harvard Band and they have kept the band 

going after the passing of John. (continued  page 2) 

 

Enough Abuse Campaign Discussion - 

March 4 in Pescadero (Spanish), March 

11 in La Honda (English) 

Come and learn about this movement against child 

sexual abuse; providing 

families and communities 

with the knowledge and 

skills needed to reduce the 

risk of this happening.  Iris 

Fernandez, MFT will be 

running the discussions. 

Both discussions are from 6-

7:30pm and will be at the 

Puente Offices in the respective towns.   

Call 650-879-1691 for details 

 

 

The Mountain Bike Trail 
by Denis Shaw  

Close to the far end of the Swing Trial, the grand, 

and popular trail that connects Woodland Vista to 

Laguna Drive, there are two accesses on the upper 

side, to a trail obviously made by and for mountain 

bikes. This trail has no name that I am aware of, but 

an appropriate name would be the Mountain Bike 

Trail, though I would rather call it the Coyote Trail. 

There is evidence of ruts and tracks that show the use 

of many mountain bikes. There are rather steep 

climbs in 

both 

directions that 

would make 

for a super 

thrill ride 

coming down 

either. The 

furtherest 

access has a 

couple of 

small jumps for the young at heart daredevils. 

(continued on page 2) 

 

Puente Tax Preparation - continues 
Puente will be offering free tax preparation in their 

Pescadero location for anyone living in the region 

who made below $52,000 in 2013. 

 This service will run through April 

14.  An appointment is required. 

Please call Puente at 650-879-1691 

to schedule an appointment. 

 

 

Drought Update 
Even with the recent rain storms, we are 

still officially in a drought. It will take 

many more storms like the last one to get 

us back into a normal condition. (more 

drought info continued on page 3) 

    March 2014 

http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2014/02/the-face-of-local-music-the-remnants-sg-store.html
http://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2014/02/the-face-of-local-music-the-remnants-sg-store.html


2 

 

The Mountain Bike Trail (continued from page 1) 

For the average hiker, it is not a great trail. It is 

slippery and nearly impossible to climb when wet. 

You could easily end up on your butt on a rainy day. 

But it is a healthy climb for someone looking for 

exercise on a dry day.  

The destination is a special one, an open rolling 

knoll, with a superb view of Haskin’s Ridge, 

especially on a day when there are fast moving, low 

clouds dancing amongst the dark evergreens. 

 
Today, on the way up, a small Bunny quickly hopped 

out of sight into the dense brush, and on the way 

down, a California Newt marched along the trail. 

There is evidence of Coyotes, too. Thick areas of 

brush have been sliced through, poison oak not too 

far out of reach.  

This is a rugged trail for the adventurous. There 

are a few fallen trees across the trail that have been 

cut through, reminding us that a yearly bit of 

maintenance will be needed to keep it open. There 

are a few interesting clusters of trees, a group of 

Douglas Firs and some introduced Eucalyptus with 

stripped pieces of bark lying at its base. 

It is only a 15 minute hike up and 10 back to the 

Swing Trail, but I recommend it if you are looking 

for a secluded, private vista and an afternoon picnic. 

Bring something to sit or lay on. It is very peaceful 

and quiet at the top of the knoll.  

Concerning all our trails, there are trees down 

blocking both Roquena and Fernwood Trails at the 

moment. Both are in need of volunteers with power 

tools, to clear these blockages. Our growing trail 

system needs more help just to keep up with the 

maintenance. Looking forward to seeing you on the 

trails, with or without power tools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Farmworker Awareness Week - 

March 24-31 
In collaboration with 

organizations from across 

the nation, Puente will be 

participating in Farmworker 

Awareness Week 2014. 

 This is a time to think about 

where our food comes from and more importantly, 

the people who pick it.  To bring attention to this 

fundamental issue, Puente will be hosting a viewing 

of the award winning 30 minute film, Harvest of 

Dignity followed by a community discussion.  This 

showing will take place (in Spanish and English) 

Wednesday, March 26th at 7pm in the Multi Purpose 

Room at Pescadero Elementary.  Call 650-879-1691 

for details. 

 

The Face of Local Music (continued from page 1) 
La Honda Allstars?? They sure could be called that. 

Fronted by Bundy Browne on guitar, the band also 

features Neil Panton on keyboards, Gary McArthur 

on sax and flute, Charlie Nadski on bass, and keeping 

things chugging along was Ken Owens on drums 

with Reid Dennis covering the percussion.  The San 

Gregorio Store has been doing the weekend music 

thing for years now and this last Sunday the band 

played at a perfect volume with an incredible mix. I 

hear they were recording so I hope to hear some of it 

again later.  When all the elements come together 

(quality music, perfect volume, beautiful weather, 

and a room of appreciative listeners) the SG Store is 

hard to beat for a day trip. The band members were 

all smiling and laughing making it clear they were 

having a blast. From Stevie Wonder to the Grateful 

Dead and everything in-between, you never know 

what you’re gonna hear from these guys.  They did a 

great version of Jack Straw that had everyone 

commenting. Here’s hoping that the Remnants keep 

it going for many more years and if they continue to 

have fun like Sunday, I don’t expect them to stop 

anytime soon.  You can catch all the Remnants in 

their other bands throughout the year. This includes 

Bundy with his Expresso Rhthym Section, Reid with 

the Mark Reid Band, Neil with the International Head 

Band, Charlie with the Gary Gates Band, Gary with 

Pel and the Pelicans and Ken with Jazzist Randy 

Craig and Rock a Billy band Jinx Jones plus many 

more. You can check out the San Gregorio General 

Store music calendar online and I’m sure you’ll find 

a band or two on the schedule that you’d enjoy, so 

pick one, mark your calendar and we’ll see you at the 

Store! Please excuse the slight blurriness in the 

photo, the guys wouldn't (or couldn't) hold still!! 

 

Sarah Bachman reported, "Drake and Denis, who are stalwart 

members of the Guild’s Trails Committee, and I started 

connecting the end of Shelden to the re-routed Swing-to-

Pescadero Rd. trail...We got a start, but after 3.5+ hours, are 

far from finished. The old trail went down the middle of a 

steep seasonal streambed.  The re-routed trail traverses the 

hill at a gentler incline. It eventually will reach Pescadero Rd. 

and will be suitable for hikers and mountain bikers…” 

               Thank you Sally, Drake and Denis! 



3 

The Impact of the Drought on Our 

Community 
Karin Bird and Scott Hayes of Alain Pinel Realtors 

 in conjunction with the Mountain Terrace) will be 

sponsoring a presentation to discuss the impact of the 

drought on the local community.  Thanks to your 

input we have narrowed the topics down, firmed up a 

date, and finalized our speaker.  Please see details 

below. 

When: 

March 18 from 6:30pm until approximately 9pm. 

Where: 

The Mountain Terrace 

17285 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside 

www.themountainterrace.com 

Topics: 

The droughts impacts on the bay area in general 

The impacts on small water systems 

The impacts on wells and ground water. 

Format: 

Each section will approximately 30 min with a 5 min 

break, and we will then have a 1/2 hour discussion 

after the presentation. 

Presenter: 

Glenn Reynolds, Owner of H2O solutions. 

A little about Glenn: 

Glenn has worked on water systems in fourteen 

countries, has a degree in physics and is versed in 

both treatment and distribution. Glenn is a certified 

Operator, Backflow tester, Cross Connection 

specialist and a pilot.   Glenn & Nancy live in Half 

Moon Bay California and have two children 16 & 14, 

who sail, ski, climb, run, dance & fly, all of which 

leaves just enough time to be on the local water 

board. Glenn Reynolds was part of a research and 

development team designing wave powered 

desalination pumps while he received his physics 

degree. The next project was full size desalination 

plants utilizing artificial intelligence computer 

control and high efficiency energy recovery systems 

to provide potable water for the Canary Islands, 

Cayman Islands, Bermuda etc. until the lure of 

industrial membrane applications took him across 

North America, from rocket launch pads to 

pharmaceuticals with the obligatory high tech and 

some glow tech like nuclear power plants. Glenn has 

worked on membrane systems which vibrated (high 

solids handling) to Reverse Osmosis (RO) systems 

installed in ceilings (cruise ships), solar powered RO 

and of course an RO system under the volcano at the 

Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas. While more recent work 

is focused on conventional municipal operations 

there is nothing like a little osmotic pressure to keep 

the juices flowing. A full presentation list is found at 

our website h2osolutions.com 

 

The challenge we always have with these community 

events is planning for the number of attendees. 

 Seating may be somewhat limited, so please RSVP if 

you are interested in attending, so we can prepare the 

venue accordingly.  Call 851-8100 to reserve your 

place.  www.BirdHayes.com 

 

 

MEMORY & NORMAL AGING 
Important Tips to Help in Maintaining Your Brain 

 

Saturday, March 

22nd, 2014 at 

10:30Am 

Puente Office in 

Downtown La 

Honda 

 

Guest Speaker, 

Stanford 

Neurologist, 

Geoffrey A. 

Kerchner 

 

When you can’t find your house or car keys ... for the 

second or third time in a week, do you become 

concerned that you might be losing more  

than your keys?? On Saturday, March 22nd at 

10:30AM, La Honda Information and Referral, in 

cooperation with Stanford University’s  

Memory Clinic, presents Neurologist, Geoffrey Allen 

Kerchner. Dr. Kerchner will be sharing information 

about some common and easily fixable conditions 

that may mimic dementia, when you should seek  

consultation with a health professional, danger signs 

to look-out for, and he’ll provide suggestions for 

steps that can be taken to help in keeping one’s 

memory sharp. Dr. Kerchner will also be available to  

answer questions. The event takes place at the Puente 

Office in Downtown La Honda. Light refreshments 

will be served. For more information, call  

(650) 747-0605 or email: 

lahondalynnette@earthlink.net. 

http://www.themountainterrace.com/
http://www.birdhayes.com/
mailto:lahondalynnette@earthlink.net
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Zumbathon 2014 - March 20  
A 2 hour marathon of your favorite exercise dance 

class!  Zumbathon will take place at the Pescadero 

High School gym from 5:30-7:30pm.  All of your 

favorite teachers will be featured and great prizes will 

be raffled off.  There will be a $10 entrance fee, and 

free childcare will be provided.  Call 650-879-1691 

for details 

 

Cal Fire Firefighters list of water 

conservation tips from HMB Review  

Water Conservation is not just for times of drought. 

California has experienced some exceptionally dry 

periods over the years and it is important to 

remember that water conservation is not just for 

times of brought and water shortage. Sound water use 

practices can reduce the amount of stress we place on 

resources, both by limiting water withdrawals and by 

decreasing wastewater discharge.  (here are a few…)      

1. Never put water down the drain when there 

may be another use for it, such as watering a plan 

or garden, or cleaning.  

2. Repair dripping facuets by replacing 

washers. If your faucet is dripping at the rate of 

one drop per second, you can waster 2,700 

gallons per year.  

3. Take shorter showers, Replace your shower 

head with a low-flow version.  

4. Don’t let water run while shaving or 

washing your face. Brush your teeth while 

waiting for water to get hot; then wash or shave 

after filling the basin.  

5. Operate dishwashers and clothes washers 

only when they are fully loaded, or properly set 

the water level for the size of load you are using.  

6. When washing dishes by hand, fill one sink 

or basin with soapy water. Quickly rinse  under a 

slowly moving stream from the faucet.  

7. Store drinking water int he refrigerator 

rather than letting the tap run every time you 

want a cool glass of water.  

Drought Forces Broadest Fishing Ban in 

California; Coho at Risk of Extinction 
(excerpt from http://ijpr.org/post/drought-forces-

broadest-fishing-ban-california-coho-risk-extinction) 

“California’s state Fish and Game Commission 

approved closures of dozens of rivers and streams in 

an attempt to protect threatened salmon and steelhead 

trout. Scientists are worried the drought may push 

Coho salmon to extinction. Eric Larsen, a fish 

biologist with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

stands on a cliff overlooking the ocean in Pescadero.  

This is where water flows from Pescadero Creek into 

the ocean. At least, it normally would this time of 

year. Instead, Larsen points to a sandbar. 

“Because there’s no flow in the river, there’s no 

counterforce to keep the sandbar open," says Larsen. 

"So you have a closed system when you normally 

would have an open system, which does not allow for 

fish to come in and spawn.”…Larsen says of 

particular concern is the fate of the endangered 

Central Coast Coho salmon. He says their 

populations are crashing… Fisheries Biologist 

Stafford Lehr with the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife says the drought is posing more of a risk 

to fish in this area than in any other part of the state. 

He studied the Coho Salmon population in the area in 

the 1980’s…” 

 

Thousands of Steelhead Die in Annual 

Fishkill 
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/ 

news/thousands-of-steelhead-die-in-annual-

fishkill/article_73a09f18-94dd-11e3-85de-

001a4bcf887a.html) 

“The president of a South Coast conservation group 

says weekend rains brought 

tainted water into the 

Pescadero Marsh, killing 

thousands of steelhead trout 

and other species. Steve 

Simms says it is a predictable 

rite of winter and he’s 

extremely frustrated with the 

bureaucracy that allows it to 

happen year after year…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuesta La Honda Water Conservation 

Measures 
At the last board meeting, the Cuesta Board of Directors 

passed a motion to put into effect as of April 1 a water 

conservation tiered-pricing scheme, almost identical to 

the one adopted in September 2008 when it looked as 

though the Guild was going to run out of water by the 

end of December.  

 

 
The La Honda Spring Festival / Easter 

celebration will be April 20! 

Volunteers are needed! To stuff eggs, decorate the 

playground, and help make sure that egg-hunting is 

peaceful but fun. It’s a great opportunity for high school 

students to get community service hours. Please contact 

Sally Bachman if you want to volunteer! 

   
 

http://ijpr.org/post/drought-forces-broadest-fishing-ban-california-coho-risk-extinction
http://ijpr.org/post/drought-forces-broadest-fishing-ban-california-coho-risk-extinction
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/thousands-of-steelhead-die-in-annual-fishkill/article_73a09f18-94dd-11e3-85de-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/thousands-of-steelhead-die-in-annual-fishkill/article_73a09f18-94dd-11e3-85de-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/thousands-of-steelhead-die-in-annual-fishkill/article_73a09f18-94dd-11e3-85de-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.hmbreview.com/news/thousands-of-steelhead-die-in-annual-fishkill/article_73a09f18-94dd-11e3-85de-001a4bcf887a.html
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 Joseph Kraal posted on his website, 

http://www.mountainwood.org/weather/mwwx-3.html the 

actual measured rainfall in La Honda (above), which 

illustrates the lack of rain for the area over the past year. 

(legend shows months on horizontal axis and rainfall in 5 inch 

increments on the vertical axis) 
 

The La Honda Fire Brigade  

will have it's  

Annual Crab Cioppino Dinner and Dance  

on Saturday, April 5. tickets are $50 for current brigade 

members $60 for non members and can be purchased on 

lahondafire.org or by calling Julie at 747-0039. 

 
 

 

 

 

County partnership acquires Loma Mar 

property Education parcels will be used 

for recreation 
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/ 

news/county-partnership-acquires-loma-mar-

property/article_bf2a4efa-89db-11e3-ad15-

001a4bcf887a.html) 

"The San Mateo County Office of Education has 

found a buyer for 173 acres in Loma Mar: San Mateo 

County. At its board meeting Tuesday, the San Mateo 

County Board of Supervisors authorized the county’s 

acquisition of the six parcels, which the education 

office put up for sale toward the end of last year. The 

Office of Education had purchased the land in the 

1970s to build an outdoor education camp, but, in the 

end, the infrastructure didn’t support such a facility. 

Now, the county has teamed up with the Peninsula 

Open Space Trust, which is funding the $3.9 million 

expenditure. While POST is purchasing the Loma Mar 

land, the county will own it and be responsible for any 

additional costs..." 

 

$300 million open space measure heads 

toward Silicon Valley ballot 
By Paul Rogers "In a major question that will help 

determine the future of open space and parkland 

preservation in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula for 

decades to come, the district's board is scheduled to 

vote Wednesday evening on whether to place a $300 

million bond measure on the June 3 ballot to buy and 

provide access to more land. 

"The public has told us very clearly that more public 

access is a high priority," said Steve Abbors, the 

district's general manager. "They also want us to 

continue purchasing land and taking care of the plants, 

animals, streams and redwoods in particular." 

If the measure passes, residents in the district's 

boundaries -- including much of San Mateo County 

and Santa Clara County, but not San Jose, and a sliver 

of Santa Cruz County near Summit Road -- would see 

a tax increase of up to $3.18 per $100,000 of assessed 

value on their property. Property owners currently pay 

$17 per $100,000 value...Funds also would be used to 

build trails, fix bridges and to acquire between 13,000 

and 28,000 more acres, he said, much of it redwood 

forests, and to link trails in Santa Clara County and 

San Mateo County with parks in Santa Cruz 

County..." 

New Team Member at La Honda Market - Paul Ryan is the new team member at the  

La Honda Country Market. Paul has a wide ranging background in catering and brings in fresh new 

ideas and products for the market. This past week he featured meatball sandwiches and pulled pork with 

cole slaw. He started the pork the day before and made the cole slaw fresh that morning. My sample 

was incredible. Available now for your morning is oatmeal, cooked fresh daily. The sandwich wraps 

are light and fresh. There are many vegetarian options as well. 

 

Come try something new at The Market, and come in and meet Paul 
 

 

http://www.mountainwood.org/weather/mwwx-3.html
http://www.mountainwood.org/weather/mwwx-3.html
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Año Nuevo elephant seal breeding 

season in full swing 

(excerpt from 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/news/ci_

25047989/elephant-seal-breeding-season-

at-241-o-nuevo) 

 

"Northern elephant seal breeding season is 

in full swing at Año Nuevo. It's a 

fascinating and gruesome sight. During the 

season, visitors to the park can go on 

guided tours to see the seals up close and 

learn about their mating habits. 

Every year, from December to March, adult 

elephant seals return to their birthplace to 

give birth to their pups, nurse and mate. In 

recent days, the females were in the middle 

of the birthing process. A few small 

wrinkled pups lay next to their moms as 

they nurse. Other females still waited to 

give birth...Unfortunately many pups die 

during the breeding season. Some starve, 

others get washed out to sea and drown. 

Some pups meet their demise under the 

weight of two brawling bulls..."Even if 

you're not the most dominant bull, you still 

want to dominate over other bulls," Braude 

said as two bulls fought on the beach. Their 

heads were thrown back and their mouths 

were open, displaying their formidable 

teeth. They're hoping for the chance to mate 

with stray females. "Eventually some 

females will leave the harem," Braude said, 

"and then they're fair game," so the less 

dominant males wait on the fringes for their 

chance. 

WHAT: Elephant seal guided walk 

WHEN: Several tours per day, through 

March 31. Call for reservations. 

WHERE: Año Nuevo State Park,  

1 New Years Creek Road, Pescadero 

COST: $10 for parking, $7 per ticket. Free 

admission for children under 3. 

MORE INFO: Go to 

www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=27613 or call 

800-444-4445. 

Monthly Bookmobile Service (La Honda and 

Pescadero)  
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM – La Honda Market 

3:00 PM – 4:30 PM – Duarte’s Pescadero 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – Pescadero Elementary School 

12:30 PM – 1:15 PM – Pesacdero Middle/High School 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month 

11:45 AM – 1:15 PM – La Honda Elementary School  

1:45 PM – 2:30 PM – La Honda Market  

3:30 PM – 4:30 PM – Puente Pescadero 

2nd Saturday of the Month 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM – La Honda Market 

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM – Duarte’s Pescadero 

 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=27613
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Car over cliff near Pescadero,  
(excerpt from http://blog.sfgate.com/stew 

/2014/02/10/car-over-cliff-near-pescadero-nearly-

into-ocean/) 

 
"An incredible photo released Monday by state fire 

officials shows the wreckage of a vehicle that went 

over a 50-foot cliff near Pescadero Saturday night 

and ended up perching precariously on a rocky beach 

in the surf. Emergency crews had to extricate two 

people who were trapped inside. According to Cal 

Fire Capt. Jonathan Cox, firefighters responded to a 

report of a vehicle that had gone over the coastal cliff 

near Pescadero Beach in southern San Mateo County 

[on 2/10/2014] around 9:30 p.m. Due to the condition 

of the vehicle, and despite its location, emergency 

crews used “jaws of life”-type hydraulic rescue tools 

to pull the victims from the car. One of the 

occupants, who suffered moderate injuries, was 

raised using a high-angle rope system. The other 

injured party was carried out by firefighters  

 

 La Honda man faces weapons charges  

(excerpt from http://www.cjsmithesq52.com/ 

blog/2014/02/la-honda-man-faces-weapons-

charges.shtml which was from HMB Review) 

“…A 51-year-old La Honda man is facing charges of 

felony possession of a weapon after he was arrested 

following an altercation with some other men. 

 

The accused was arrested 

after the San Mateo County 

Sheriff's office got a call 

about a man shooting a gun 

into the air in La Honda. 

When Sheriff's deputies 

confronted the man, he 

allegedly had a loaded handgun on the front seat and 

another under the seat. Deputies claim they also 

found a knife in the man's car. 

 

The accused allegedly said he had the weapons with 

him because he had gone to a local house to confront 

some men he believed had been stealing from him 

and his neighbors. When he got to the house there 

was an argument; the accused said the men in the 

house threw sticks and rocks at him. The man 

allegedly went home, got his pistol, and returned to 

the scene where he allegedly fired into the air. No 

one was seriously hurt and everybody involved 

refused medical attention… 

Because the accused has a previous felony 

conviction, he was arrested on several charges, 
including being a felon in possession of a weapon.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longtime owner sells Loma Mar store  
(excerpt from http://www.hmbreview.com/ 

news/longtime-owner-sells-loma-mar-

store/article_d39642dc-8f7a-11e3-9641-

001a4bcf887a.html) 

"The only 

market in the 

small town of 

Loma Mar will 

remain as such 

for the 

foreseeable 

future after a 

local couple 

closed on the 

property last 

week. Kate 

and Jeff Haas, owners of Echo Valley Farm located 

less than a mile away from the Loma Mar Store, 

became the store’s new owners on Friday after 

striking a deal with longtime owner Beth Williford. .. 

Now, the Haases aim to fix up the store so that it can 

continue to attract locals as well as tourists on their 

way to Memorial Park or passing by on their bikes or 

motorcycles. The couple plans to keep the store open 

during repairs and does not have a concrete timeline 

for when those repairs would be completed..." 

 

 

 

 

 The La Honda Voice News Sources 
The La Honda Voice uses a variety of sources, including articles 

written by local writers exclusively for this publication and short 

excerpts from other sources. Links are always provided for these 

other sources and the intention is for the reader to read the entire 

article from the original source. It is important that the La 

Honda Voice readers support these other local publications! 

 

 Help the La Honda Voice 
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper 

going? This paper has been created and published entirely by 

volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of 

Puente.    Contact us at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com 

 

http://blog.sfgate.com/stew
http://blog.sfgate.com/stew/wp-content/blogs.dir/2290/files/2014/02/photo-2.jpg
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Our Lady of Refuge 
Catholic Church is having a 

Saint Patrick’s Day 

Potluck and Bingo  

on March 15
th

 at 6PM 

 

 

 

Farmers Market 

The Wednesday local 

farmers market at 

Skylonda opens for 

the 2014 season on 

April 2
nd

. Hours will 

be 3-7pm in front of 

Skywood Trading 

Post and across from Alice’s Restaurant 

 

Wood poaching: Santa Cruz Mountains' 

little-known but widespread crime 
(from https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ 

LaHonda/conversations/topics/40576, but originally 

from the Santa Cruz Sentinel) 

"For Rich Sampson, the clue is often a phone call that 

comes too late. Sampson, a battalion chief with the 

Cal Fire Protection, is the woods warden of the Santa 

Cruz Mountains, charged with combating a 

widespread but little-known crime: wood poaching.  

Poachers pluck trees at will from the forest, paying 

little heed to the environment or the extensive 

regulations that govern timber harvesting in 

California. And landowners are often left with a 

costly cleanup. 

 

Rich Sampson, battalion chief with the California 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, surveys a 

grove of trees that were cut illegally off Empire 

Grade Road. Sampson, based in Felton, is working to 

curb the sale of poached firewood. (Becky 

Bach/Contributed) ( SCS ) 

"There's a criminal element that thinks this is a quick, 

easy way of making it," Sampson said. "These guys 

don't get a license. They don't follow rules." 

 

No one keeps statistics, but Sampson estimates 1,000 

cords of wood are stolen in Santa Cruz County each 

year, primarily in the fall and winter. That's enough 

wood to fill about 2,000 pickups… But authorities 

say most of the poaching goes unreported. "We're 

only seeing a tip of it," Sampson said. 

 

Poachers often work at night in remote areas, limiting 

the amount of time they're visible from a roadway. 

Some even use lookouts. And most operations are 

small: Poachers just pop into the woods to chop up a 

few trees -- some standing, some already fallen... 

In addition to endangering the poachers -- who often 

operate chain saws on steep, slippery ground in the 

dark -- sloppy woodcutting wreaks havoc on the 

region's unstable slopes and sensitive steams, home 

to endangered populations of coho salmon and 

steelhead trout....The landowner, or public agency, is 

often left with the restoration tab. Cal Fire's Sampson 

recalled one case near Big Basin Redwoods State 

Park where the damage to the roads alone cost about 

$4,000… 

 

Landowners who want to cut wood on their property 

for their own use, such as firewood or even for a 

fence, do not need a permit, Sampson said. But 

selling wood or 

operating on 

privately owned 

land triggers the 

need for a 

Timber Harvest 

Plan, the 

woodland 

equivalent of an 

environmental 

impact report 

that must be 

approved by a 

licensed forester. 
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     Coming soon – call for more info - Gail Hafelfinger 650-996-5354 

3bd/2ba, workshop, large utility/storage room, large deck, new flooring & interior paint  

2bd/1ba + 1bd/1ba in-law unit downstairs, ½ acre, access from two streets 

     Recent Sales - 4990 La Honda Road, 2bd/1ba, 1 acre, List $549,000 - Sale Pending  

13 Memory Lane, 2bd/2ba + 1bd/1ba cottage, List $799,000 – Sale Pending 

     Inventory is low.  There are only 6 active listings in La Honda, none of them are in Cuesta.  

If you are thinking about selling, we’d be happy to give you the market information you need to make a decision. 

 

The Country Market is open: 

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm 
The Market has new signature pizzas or create 

your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS 

Broker Associate 

DRE Lic #01338252 

gail@gailhafel.com 

EFAX 650.240.3505   

OFFICE 650.996.5354  

 

Dante Razzini 

Realtor 

BRE Lic #01087277 

650-868-2593 

mailto:gail@gailhafel.com
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LEARNING STRATEGIES 

HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS  

IN-HOME TUTORING  

SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES 

 
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS, 

SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING, 

VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT 
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP  

FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE 

 

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies 

phone/fax (650) 747-9651 

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com 

www.creative-learning-strategies.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Call or Text 408-250-3339 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com/
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March 2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDA

Y 
SATURDAY 

See LH Voice for Additional Event Details 

School Calendar included separately in the Voice 

1 DB Walker@AJs 

9:30p 

2  

Second Harvest, OLR 

Church, 12-2p 

3 Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4-5:30p 

 

Puente Spanish Class – 

6:30-7:30p 

 

4 Enough Abuse 

Campaign 
Discussion, 6pm, 

LH Puente 

Bookmobile 12-1p 

5 Zumba, LH School 

Multi Room, 5-6p 

 

12 Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30pm 

 

6 Songwriter Showcase 

with Bundy, Dave, Craig, 

and Curtis@Alice’s, 7pm 

7 8 

Bookmobile 11-

12:30p 

Joseph Benjamin 

Band@AJs, 9:30p 

9  

Second Harvest, OLR 

Church, 12-2p 

 

Daylight Savings begins 

10 Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4pm+ 

 

Puente Spanish Class – 

6:30-7:30p 

 

11 

Bookmobile 
11:45+ 

12 Zumba, LH 

School Multi Room, 

5-6p 

 

 

13 New! Yoga with 

Jeanne, 6-7:30p, Clubhouse 

 

Age of Reason@Alice’s, 

7pm 

14 15 Our Lady of 

Refuge St Pat Day 

Potluck and Bingo, 

6pm 

Blue@AJs, 9:30p 

16  

Second Harvest, OLR 

Church, 12-2p 

 

St Paddy's day eve  Full 

Moon Session@AJs 

17 Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4pm+ 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day 
 

Puente Spanish Class – 

6:30-7:30p 

 

18 Impact of 

Drought on Our 

Community – 

6:30p, Mountain 

Terrace 

 

Bookmobile 12-1p 

19 Zumba, LH 

School Multi Room, 

5-6p 

 

12 Cuesta BOD 

Meeting, 7:30pm 

 

20 

Zumbathon 2014 – PHS 

Gym, 5:30pm 

New! Yoga with Jeanne, 6-

7:30p, Clubhouse 

Alec Lytle & Them 

Rounders@Alice’s, 7pm 

21 22 Memory and 

Normal Aging, 
10:30am, LH Puente 

 

Lighthouse@AJs, 

9:30p 

23  

Second Harvest, OLR 

Church, 12-2p 

 

24 Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4pm+ 

 

Puente Spanish Class – 

6:30-7:30p 

 

25 

Bookmobile 
11:45+ 

26 Zumba, LH 

School Multi Room, 

5-6p 

Lit Night, 7pm, 

Clubhouse 

Film: Harvest of 

Dignity@PHS, 7pm 

 

 

 

27 New! Yoga with 

Jeanne, 6-7:30p, Clubhouse 

 

The Saloons @Alice’s, 

7pm 

28 29 

La Hondettes @ 

AJs,  9pm 

30  

Second Harvest, OLR 

Church, 12-2p 

31 Yoga with Mary @ 

Clubhouse, 4pm+ 

 

Puente Spanish Class – 

6:30-7:30p 

 

     

 

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. 

More current information may be available from the 

calendar at www.lahonda.com or calling the venue:                   

Alice’s - 851-0303                      AJ’s - 747-0331                  

The La Honda 
Voice 


