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transportation), we now have bus service
available to La Honda residents -- for the first
time ever! To get the ball rolling, we have two
excursions planned for the month of May. On
Saturday, May 12th, the SamCoast bus will leave
from the La Honda Post Office parking lot at
10AM for a shopping trip to Sequoia Station in
Redwood City or Trader Joe's in Menlo Park and
will return back by 2PM. Then, on Saturday,
May 19th, bring family along as we ride up to
Golden Gate Park and the Academy of Sciences
(you can buy a ticket for the Academy of
Sciences on line at www.calacademy.org).
(continued on page 2)

The Face of Local Music Paula Dennis
by craig eddy
It's that time
again when we
start thinking
about outdoor
fun stuff to do.
Of course the
number one
thing to do this
time of year in
La Honda is go
to the La Honda
Country Fair and Music Festival. As this is
apparently the 20th year of Paula Dennis’ reign,
it's time to give credit to those who have made
our local festival such a great event. Paula came
to La Honda in 1980 and had no choice about
embracing the local music as husband Reid was
playing with The Rhythm Method. Paula wanted
to help promote the local businesses, artists and
musicians, so working with Nancy Hewitt and
Pam McReynolds they put together the first La
Honda Country Fair. (continued on page 3)

The 2012 Magic Love Bus Journey
(excerpts from http://www.magiclovebus.org)

The Magic Love Bus looks like a re-incarnation
of Ken Kesey’s Furthur. This bus, with a new set
of Pranksters, started in San Francisco and made
its first stop to meet Terry and Eva at Kesey’s
previous abode in La Honda before continuing
on a journey across the Country. Here are some
excerpts from the magiclovebus.org blog:

La Honda Bus Service is Up and
Running!! By Lynnette Vega

“On Saturday, April 14th, the Magic Love Bus
will cast off from Ocean Beach in San Francisco
on an inspiring three month coast-to coast
journey - celebrating heart conscious evolution at
every turn. Our crew of LovEvolutionaries is
dedicated to sharing love, food, drumming,
campfires, movies, discussions, dancing, music,
yoga and love parades.” (continued on page 2)

No parking hassles, wear and tear on your car,
and a fun way to get together with neighbors.
Through SamCoast, the coastside bus funded by
SamTrans (San Mateo County's public
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The 2012 Magic Love Bus Journey
(continued from page 1) “We will literally be a
vehicle for LovEvolutionary transformation and
a platform for free speech. Come join us and be
the magic!...Almost fifty years ago Ken Kesey
and his crew of “Merry Pranksters” cast off in
their day glow painted school bus named
“Further” from their home base in La Honda, just
south of San Francisco, on a cross country
journey to visit New York and also Professor
Timothy Leary. Their journey ultimately
changed the consciousness of America and the
world in ways they could not have anticipated.
So how fitting that on the first full day of our
2012 Magic Love Bus Journey, we had the honor
of camping out in the very driveway in La Honda
that the Merry Pranksters launched from in 1964.
Almost fifty years later we share their same
intention of turning people on and changing
consciousness. But our intention in 2012 is to
encourage people to turn on to themselves by
tuning into their own hearts, without the
assistance of LSD…

La Honda Bus Service is Up and Running!!
(continued from page 1) We'll leave La Honda
Post Office at 10AM and return around 5PM.
Weather permitting, you can picnic in the park or
go to one of the two dining options at the
Academy, i.e. the Academy Café or the Moss
Room, are brought to you by renowned chef-inresidence, Charles Phan (Slanted Door). Cost
for the bus trips is $3.50 each way and you have
to make a reservation no later than the Tuesday
before (by May 8th for the May 12th trip and by
May 15th for the Golden Gate trip on the 19th).
For either of these bus trips, email
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net or call (650) 7470605 and leave name, phone, the number of
people who will be going and the trips you'd like
to sign onto. One very important thing to keep
in mind is that the more people who take
advantage of this service (especially these
preliminary trips), the more likely the possibility
that we'll be able to continue this program into
the future.
***A note about the buses. There are three
SamCoast buses available and each bus carries
18 people. There is plenty of room for shopping
bags or small carts. If people have special needs
such as a wheelchair lift, please let us know
when you call to reserve your spot.

Reader’s Theater Takes on:
"Lost in Yonkers"
* Acting without Memorization
You don't have to have
professional acting
experience to take part
in a "Reader's Theater" - and, unlike
professionally
performed plays, you
don't need to memorize
anything!! Our next
meeting of the Reader's
Theater will be next
Sunday, May 6th at 7PM at the Puente Office in
downtown La Honda and we'll begin our
reading of "Lost in Yonkers" by Neil Simon.
The story takes place in the summer of 1942
when two young boys are sent to stay with their
stern grandmother, Kurnitz, and their childlike
aunt, Bella, in Yonkers, New York. It is a very
human comedy with a little bit of everything.
For more information, contact Lynnette Vega
(650) 747-0605 or email
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net.

One of the new pranksters with John Cassady,
son of Neal Cassady
…We’d like to thank Terry Adams and his
lovely wife Eva for opening their cottage, the
former home of Ken Kesey and the Merry
Pranksters, to us on the first day of the trip. The
magic and poetry of the day was palpable and
will forever be a special part of our 2012 Magic
Love Bus Journey. Special thanks as well to
Michael DiMartino for helping to arrange for this
special meeting in La Honda...As magical
serendipity would have it, John Cassady, the son
of the famous Neal Cassady (Dean Moriarity in
the book "On the Road") and the driver of the
Prankster's bus "Further", happened by the
Magic Love Bus while we were in La Honda. He
hung out with us on the Bus and entertained and
educated our crew with his inside family stories
of his famous father and his friends like Jack
Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg and other beats
hippersters…”
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The Face of Local Music - Paula Dennis
(continued from page 1)
There had been other similar events that focused
mostly on music. If you were there for the first
Country Fair, you might remember the parade
that went from the Catholic Church, across the
highway, up into Cuesta, back down and across
the highway, and ending up in the Gardens. This
was not done again because the hassle and
expense of getting permits and hiring Highway
Patrol officers made it so nobody wanted to try it
again the next year. The Fair over the years has
raised and donated thousands of dollars to the art
and music programs at La Honda School. The
first festival was a one day event and the
decision was made to make it a two day event
since all the hard work setting everything up was
already done the first day. I asked Paula what it
is she likes best about the fair. She replied that
she likes the excellent local music of many
different styles, wonderful local art and crafts,
and best of all she loves it because it's free!
Funds are raised with the raffle, merchandise
sales, booth fees and personal donations. Paula
wants to be sure the people that help make it
work are recognized. The Bands all donate their
time without pay so this year we will make an
effort to collect tips for each band so we can say
thanks to them, some of whom have been
playing the fair just about every year. The
venders donate craft items for the raffle. People
like Nancy Hewitt, Nigel Webb, Brook Tankle,
Jeff Ring, Pam McReynolds, myself, Reid
Dennis, and Bo and his sound crew have been
helping Paula for years now. A big thanks to
Charlie Catania who donates the Gardens for the
event. What does Paula want to say about the
fair? Get involved and volunteer to help out!
Come for the whole weekend and hangout with
friends and neighbors. If you have questions,
want to volunteer or just say thanks Paula's email
is lahondafairmaiden@gmail.com - The Fair this
year is on the 16th and 17th of June so bring Dad
down on Sunday at least and have a great
Father's day celebration in the beautiful La
Honda Gardens under the Redwoods.
See ya there!!

Stream Monitoring in La Honda
by Neil Panton
Do you like
playing in the
creek? Enjoy
spending time in
beautiful places?
Do you like
science and
making a
difference in the
community?
You might want
to join our
stream monitoring team!
SGERC’s volunteers spend a few hours each
month performing simple water quality tests in
La Honda, Alpine and San Gregorio creeks.
They record the results and make observations
that create a record of stream conditions at
various locations in the San Gregorio watershed.
You could be monitoring the beautiful Heritage
Grove site on Alpine Creek, or El Corte de
Madera Creek feeding into San Gregorio Creek.
You might prefer to join a team at a site nearest
to you.
This is a great activity for all, young and old, for
parents wishing to involve their family in
environmental awareness and community
service. Most of us love the excuse to get into
the creek once in a while and enjoy the solitude
and beauty of this area. Why not do something to
benefit the environment and the community at
the same time?
Training is provided by our organization and
basic water quality tests are easy to learn. You’ll
be working right away with our dedicated
volunteers, many of whom have monitored with
us for ten years or more!
For those who would rather stay indoors, you
could help with tasks that keep the organization
running smoothly, like equipment maintenance,
data management, publicity, education, or
fundraising. Maybe you’d prefer to participate in
cleanup events like Coastal Cleanup Day at San
Gregorio State Beach or Adopt-A-Highway on
Hwy 84.
In any case, join the fun. Call or email for more
information about SGERC’s programs, or visit
our booth at the La Honda Fair, June 16th and
17th.
San Gregorio Environmental Resource Center
Neil Panton – Director
www.sgerc.org
(650) 726-2499

Happy Birthday, Birdie.
Glad you were born!
Love from Vicki and the rest of the Book Club
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tiny mountain town of La Honda, California.
Each week I'll be buying ingredients for a
family-of-four-dinner at our fabulous local La
Honda Country Market (which we are so lucky
to have). Then I'll blog about it and share my
recipes for that meal. Mangia!..”

La Honda, California Census Data &
Community Profile
(excerpts from http://www.americantowns.com
/ca/lahonda-information)
“Welcome to the heart of La Honda city
data where you can quickly find the key La
Honda detailed data and census
information you need. Whether you want to
know about La Honda's history, census
information, data or when the library is
open, these key links make it easy to get
around La Honda – virtually.”
Zip Code 94020 INCOME OVERVIEW
Income details
Average Household Income
147,841
Average Household Size (people)
2.31
Average HH Net Worth
1,620,463
Per capita income
64,214
Median Disposable Income
99,166

“…I don’t know about you, but when the
weather is cold and blustery, I like to serve
something exotic to
make my family
forget their blues and
“visit” someplace
foreign…at least for
dinner. The La
Honda Country
Market has quite a
selection of exotic
foods that are easy to
prepare. So recently we feasted on Middle
Eastern delicacies: olives, hummus, falafel,
couscous and pita bread. Ahhhhh. I felt warm all
over. [Go to link above for the recipe]

I don’t know where this website gets its “La
Honda city”data from, which also listed the
population of La Honda at 808.

Excerpts from David LeCount’s book:
La Honda Journal – a Haiku Diary

But we know it must be at
least 809, because the
number didn’t include Noah
Jones born on April 8, 2012
at 5:31am, at home, on
Recreation Drive, in La
Honda:
Congratulations Bruce & Jessica!

Stuck in the pig wallow
my foot comes out – but the boot
wades a little longer
He licks his paws
and signs…that his feet
weren’t taken for a walk

Vikings Remain Undefeated

To accompany
his flea scratching, a paw
must thump the porch

(excerpts from http://www.hmbreview.com/
sports/vikings-remain-undefeated-inbcl/article_63c0ec9a-8ff5-11e1-bbcc0019bb2963f4.html from Thursday, April 26,
2012 by Mark Foyer)”
“The Pescadero High School baseball team is
still in first place in the Bay Counties League
with a 4-0 record after sweeping San Francisco
Waldorf last week. While Friday’s 12-5 win was
routine, the victory two days earlier was
anything but another day at the park. The
Vikings pulled out a 4-3 win in 14 innings…”

The book is available at the La Honda market

Road Work on Old La Honda Road
Road work will be performed on Old La Honda
Road near
Highway 84
for the next
couple weeks.
The road may
be closed to
through traffic
during the
time when
they do the road resurfacing.

Mid East Feastin’ in La Honda
(excerpt from
http://countrymarketcooking.wordpress.com/
on April 21, 2012 by Laurie )
“I am blogging about my experiment in
sustainable community through cooking in the

4

La Honda Parents Group

La Honda Creek Open Space

(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
LaHonda/message/30451)
“Every once in a while I am asked about whether
there is a local playgroup in La Honda. While
there is at least one, we haven't been meeting on
a regular basis for a while. I thought I would
check in to see if parents are interested in having
a set time for a
playgroup in La Honda
again.

(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
LaHonda/message/30585)
“After a delay caused by cutbacks in funding,
plans for the La Honda Creek Open Space are
once again moving forward:
http://www.openspace.org/plans_projects/downl
oads/2012.04.16.LHCMP_Brochure.pdf
Several of us attended planning meetings back in
2009, and our voices were heard: they are adding
more bicycle trails and trying to add dog-friendly
areas, and they will restore cattle grazing so that
visitors can experience a working cattle ranch.

If you are interested in
getting together to
socialize with local
families with babies-inbellies and older
(generally under 6 yrs.)
on a regular basis,
please go to this site

When this park finally opens, it will be a gem. It
will attract many more people to La Honda via
car and bicycle, for better or worse…”

San Mateo County Parks at Fiscal and
Developmental 'Crossroads'

http://doodle.com/gtngpt5b3qk5fig8 and indicate
your preferences for day and weekly or
biweekly. Hopefully a day/time will pop out
where many folks are available to get together.

(excerpt from http://www.mercurynews.com/
san-mateo-county-times/ci_20410719/sanmateo-county-parks-at-fiscal-and-developmental
by Aaron Kinney)

Please forward the above link and this one
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHondaParents
) to any new or local parents you think might be
interested so that they can have a say too.”

“South Bay voters have expressed their love for
parks over the past 40 years by approving, and
reapproving, a special fund that directs roughly
$30 million in property tax revenue every year to
the Santa Clara County parks system. When San
Mateo County voters were given the chance to
follow suit, they declined. Twice in the past six
years -- in 2006 and again in 2008…

Portola and Castle Rock Foundation
Benefit at Fogarty Winery
(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
LaHonda/message/30527)
“…The Portola and
Castle Rock Foundation
is hosting a benefit at
Fogarty Winery on
Friday, May 4th from 69 pm. There will be
food, wine, the Dolly Rappaport Band, short
presentations on the 2 parks, and great items
donated from peninsula and coastal businesses
for the Auction benefit. All proceeds will go to
save the 2 parks. We would love to see you
there. If the 2 parks were to be closed, they will
be permanently closed.
Tickets can be purchased at:
www.portolaandcastlerockfound.org/events
If you are unable to go to the benefit and would
like to donate, please go to
http://www.portolaandcastlerockfound.org/help”
to save these beautiful park jewels. They are a
valuable part of our community.

County officials say the department would need
an annual budget of about $14 million to operate
as a bona fide parks and recreation service, with
adequate staffing and maintenance as well as
strong recreational programs. The department
instead makes due with a little more than $8
million…While the county ponders the agency's
future, Pine wants it to consider several options
for increasing revenue, including renting out
buildings and allowing limited timber harvesting
in overgrown portions of Pescadero Creek
County Park.
"In the short term, we need to make sure that our
parks do not deteriorate further," said Pine, "by
making smart capital investments, generating
revenues from park assets wherever possible, and
reducing costs through collaborations and new
park management practices."
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Pescadero Grown! Farmers’ Markets
debut in May

Pescadero Students "Stuck" in
College Limbo (excerpts from

Pescadero Grown market opens May 3 in
Pescadero, May 8 in La Honda
(excerpts from
http://puentedelacostasur.org/thebridge/?p=252)

http://puentedelacostasur.org/thebridge/?p=173)
“Imagine a student who works hard at college,
but never advances to earn a degree. In
California, it can be a kind of purgatory reserved
for students whose English proficiency doesn’t
meet a certain bar. And it’s a familiar tale in
Pescadero, too, where students become the first
in their family to graduate from high school and
enroll in community college…What happens
next is hardly a surprise. “They get discouraged.
They may just drift off,” says Suzanne Abel,
Academic Director for Puente. “ And then,
economic realities set in.” Meaning that students
have to get a job to help support their families.
And college falls off the radar. It’s a national
problem...Abel joined Puente’s staff in October
2011 with the goal of getting more local students
into vocational schools and colleges– and
helping them emerge with their diplomas…
“Latino families bring many assets to this
country, including these strong family values,
courage, and a tremendous work ethic. Latino
youth also grow up with bilingual skills and
bicultural knowledge that are increasingly vital
to our society…To support Puente’s efforts to
further student achievement, contact Suzanne
Abel at (650) 879-1691 x149 or
sabel@mypuente.org

“Since the hugely successful launch of Pescadero
Grown! Farmers’ Markets in Pescadero and La
Honda last year, South Coast shoppers have
come to expect certain special qualities from
their meat and produce. Fresh? Picked today.
Local? The farms and ranches are within striking
distance of Pescadero and La Honda, from
Tunitas Creek Road to the San Mateo County
line and over to Skyline Drive…
…last year Puente and its many community
partners created Friends of Pescadero Grown! a
wooden token-based matching program for
recipients of CalFresh and WIC, as well as other
low-income participants living in Pescadero, La
Honda, Loma Mar, and San Gregorio.
For the first time this year, low-income shoppers
will not only be able to redeem their CalFresh
and WIC Program benefits at the Pescadero and
La Honda markets, they will also be able to
enroll in the CalFresh (food stamps) program
while shopping, thanks to support from the San
Mateo County Human Services Agency…A
separate program, funded through the California
Farmer’s Market Consortium, will match
CalFresh and WIC purchases up to $10 at each
market. These funds can be spent on Californiagrown produce: fruits, vegetables, or nuts.
“A lot of people who work on the South Coast
live on the Midcoast, and it’s crazy for certain
benefits to only be available here,” says Puente
Executive Director Kerry Lobel. “We’re happy
to partner with Coastside Farmers Markets to
create more support for farmers, as well as bring
more healthy foods to farm workers and other
low income residents.”

Sudden Oak Death Study
(excerpt from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
LaHonda/message/30672)
“South
Skyline
Association
(SSA) is
facilitating the
2012 Sudden
Oak Death
Study.
Participants will meet on Saturday, June 9 at the
Saratoga Summit Fire Station for training for
collecting samples anytime later that day or June
10. Samples are to be dropped off locally, then
sent to UC Berkley for analysis. New protocols
will allow scientists to estimate the actual local
SOD infection rate, rather than just informing
you on local SOD distribution.”
All La Honda residents are encouraged to join
the study.
Questions? Contact Ruth Waldhauer, SSA
Board Member
(see LH message board for contact details)
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Venesia Menary - Out of the Darkness
Suicide Prevention Walk

Poem about San Gregorio Creek
I found a blog that contained a beautiful poem
about San Gregorio Creek. The poem is from a
book by Judith Lynn King called Dreams of the
Motherland, one of nine chapbooks of poetry
self-published between the years 1999-2004:
(Excerpt from http://unsungpoet.wordpress.com/
2012/04/20/san-gregorio-creek/)

La Honda resident
Venesia Menary was
highlighted in the April
2011 La Honda Voice
in support of her
fundraiser for the
American Foundation
for Suicide prevention.
Here is her story:
“Dear Friends,
For my 30th birthday this year, I will be
participating in the Overnight for my third year.
The Walk is being held in San Francisco [on
June 9] this year, so if you cannot donate, please
come and support those of us who are able to
walk by cheering us on!

The Creek
“The creek started out a tiny stream
Emerging, first, from the hills and beneath the
old bridge
Creating a pond on the upper beach
that you could row a boat across
And then trickling its way, carving
its way through the sand, inching its way
by memory of the moon, instincts of time
finding its way, crawling its way to
the wide open endless ocean
It was like that for as long as I can remember...”

Please support me as I take an amazing journey.
The Out of the Darkness Overnight Experience is
a 18-mile walk over the course of one night. Net
proceeds benefit the American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention, funding research, education,
and awareness programs – both to prevent
suicide and to assist those affected by suicide.
My personal fundraising goal is $3000.00; any
amount will help.

(The entire poem contains 100+ lines, which is
available from the link above. Other poems and
blogs are also accessible from this link)

I have been affected personally by suicide,
starting at a young age. Both of my parents
committed suicide; my mother when I was 3 and
my father when I was 16. It has been a long road,
but I have been able to keep my head up and not
let it affect the way I live my life in a negative
way. I am so glad that there are resources out
there for those that are suffering and am excited
to be able to help bring these issues to light. I
know how important it is to have the support
needed to get through these tough times. I have
watched my husband and his friends go through
the loss a a very dear friend in these recent years;
it has been a blessing to know that there is
support out there. Please help me and make a
donation today, any amount is welcomed. I
appreciate your taking the time to read this,
thank you.”

YouTube Videos by Gregory
Thank you Gregory Niculitcheff for posting
many videos of local happenings. For example:

The Fire Brigade’s Crab Cioppino this year
from:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIiynfG
O4a8&feature=relmfu

Donate at:
http://theovernight.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fu
seaction=donorDrive.participant&participantID=
3729

also Milton Cavalli talking at this year’s Cuesta
general Membership meeting:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LaHonda/messag
e/30639
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In 1999, Leah Lubin photographed Ken Kesey revisiting his previous home in La Honda. She also
painted Jerry Garcia in 2000. Two photo newspaper collages, Read This #1, Read This #2, which
also include the subject of the great Beat writers Kerouac and Cassady were created by Lubin in
2006 and 2008 respectively. This work has been exhibited in the San Mateo County History
Museum, the Menlo Park, Woodside, Brisbane, and Burlingame libraries, and for over four years at
the Beat Museum in San Francisco. These pieces will be exhibited at the Pacific Art League, 668
Ramona Street, Palo Alto. I gathering will occur for this occasion on Friday, 5/4/2012, from 5:30 PM
to 8:00 PM at Terry Adams’ home, who will also be the guest speaker starting at 6:00 PM. Jym
Marks and Gary Horsman will be providing music and poetry.
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm

Contact Angus Blackwood at White Space Financial
angus@ourwhitespace.com
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Thank you Carlos Garcia and the UPS staff
at the HMB UPS Store for your support helping
make the La Honda Voice a success!

The La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this
paper going?
This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community.
Volunteer to help keep the Community informed: Contact
Bob Dougherty at 747-0102 or the_voice@lahonda.com

Some Yoga Changes
- There will be no more Sunday yoga
- Thursday evening class is now being taught by Deanna,
since Eric is on sabbatical.

I will travel to your home to work with your child. I design
an individual learning program for each student.
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