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La Hondans Concerned about Vehicular
Accidents

Progress on the Nutmeg Trail
by Denis Shaw
We are very
lucky to
have so
many trails
close at
hand. Just
walk out
your front
door and
head in
almost any
direction. Over the years, trails have been constructed
into most of Cuesta’s wooded acreage, with vistas of
fog shrouded landscapes rich in vibrant green in the
spring and golden brown by summer. These open
fields of grasses and shrubs are surrounded by forests
of evergreens: the dependable oak, the colorful
madrone, the tall stately Douglas fir, the ancient
redwood, and the not-so-prevalent California
Nutmeg, Torreya californica. (continued on page 2)

(ref: https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/LaHonda
/conversations/messages/52326)
We all know the sound of motorcycles speeding
through town and roads near La Honda and later the
sirens of the fire brigade responding to the call. There
has been considerable discussion on the La Honda
Message Board after several serious vehicular
accidents this past month. In particular, motorcycles
in this area seem to be involved in a
disproportionately high number of serious accidents.
Peter Bohacek convened a meeting on April 26th
about the issue and reported, “A number of us got
together last night…to start a drive to reduce
fatalities and serious accidents on our roads…We
agreed to meet every Tuesday at 7:30 at the
clubhouse to work on this important problem…We
agreed to focus on the serious motor vehicle accident
involving cars, trucks and motorcycles…The
discussion focused on which steps need to be taken in
order to identify the most pressing needs, and it
appears that we need to understand better what are
the top 2-3 biggest contributors to unsafety on our
road (motorcyclists? bicyclists? drunk drivers?
weekends only? what times?). To do that, we need to
collect data. Second meeting to present these results
and discuss top initiatives to address these needs (e.g.
request increased law enforcement at certain times,
setup signs along the road to inform of the
consequences of reckless driving...) and how to
implement (e.g. petition, press release, request at
CHP...).” The La Honda message board did provide
some of this data posted. (continued on page 3)

Backpack signups for all students! - Signups for
Puente’s annual backpack giveaway are happening
now! Sign up before July 8 to get a backpack of
school supplies for the 2016-17 school year. There
are no income requirements, but your child must be a
LHPUSD student. Call 650-879-1691 to register.
Zumba in La Honda - Wednesdays 5-6 at La
Honda Elementary. If you want to be on the Zumba
mailing list, email Molly at mwolfes@mypuente.org
Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh
and other benefits available at Puente, including
appointments in La Honda!
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) - Puente

never producing fruit because they are male. The
wood is strong and was used for bows. The plum-like
fruit does resemble the commercial nutmeg, although
not related botanically. It was harvested, leached, and
roasted for eating.
The trail, mistakenly reported as completed, is still
under construction by our group of seasoned
volunteers. Stage Two of the pathway has been
cleared all the way to Pescadero Road from Shelden
Drive, although the grading and leveling has yet to be
completed. Stage One was completed last year, which
connects the farthest end of the Swing Trail to
Shelden Drive. With Stage Two underway, you are
now able to walk all the way to Pescadero Road.
When completed, the surface will be smoother and
more comfortable to hike.
This trail will be a valuable asset to our local trail
system, providing a comfortable, easy 10% grade for
walkers and mountain bikers. It will eliminate the
need to use the steep, dangerous trail along the
eroded winter waterway that currently exists. At the
bottom, a short walk along Pescadero Road, and you
can complete a loop returning to town along
Redwood Drive, avoiding the fast moving traffic of
the main highways.
Volunteers are still needed to finish this project.
Work days will be announced as weather permits. If
you would like to join us, contact Drake Lewis at
lewisd@mac.com, or 650 747 9476, to be added to
the growing group of eager volunteers on our mailing
list.

Know someone that needs health
insurance or food stamps, or need
it for yourself and/or your family?
Tired of driving over the hill to do everything?
Puente can help!
Appointments are available every weekday including
evening appointments on Thursdays in La Honda
and evening appointments Tuesdays and Thursdays
in Pescadero to help accommodate busy schedules.
We offer enrollment into and support for the
following programs, and others:
-Medi-Cal; -Covered California ;-ACE & DHC (for
low-income undocumented individuals);CalFresh
(food stamps)
Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make
an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit on Thursday
evenings until 7pm at the Puente office in La Honda,
next to the Post Office!
Nutmeg
Trail
(continued
from page 1)
Nutmeg Trail
under
construction

Our newest trail under construction, the Nutmeg
Trail, is named for this aromatic yew, because a
few 60 foot tall specimens are located along the
planned pathway at the entrance of Shelden
Drive. Numerous young ones are also
discovered dotting the surrounding area, thus the
Nutmeg Trail got its name.
The Nutmeg tree is widespread among the Santa
Cruz Mountains, and in the lower Sierras,
although not at all common. It prefers cool
shady canyons, so we are lucky to have a colony
located within our protected boundaries.
Often confused with the Douglas fir, it is much
smaller in statue, more compact and conical
shaped. The two inch-long needles are glossy
dark green on top, and have points as sharp as
cactus spines, so sharp that the native Indians
used them as a tool for tattooing. When bruised,
the foliage gives off an aromatic, but rather foul
smelling odor, which gave it the common name
of “stinking cedar” or “stinking yew.”
Another unique feature is that they have male
and female flowers on separate trees, some trees
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includes agricultural burns, hazard reduction burns
but not campfires or BBQ’s. Individuals who conduct
open burning must keep the fire size within the issued
permit requirements at all times. All open burning
permits will require: continual monitoring of the fire
by an adult, a minimum clearance of at least 10 feet
to bare mineral soil around the fire, adequate onsite
control resources (tools, water, etc.) and no burning
on windy days. For more information on burn permits
or wildland fire safety, residents can contact their
local CAL FIRE facility www.fire.ca.gov

La Hondans Concerned about Vehicular
Accidents (continued from page 1)
One message post said that “Of the 675 incidents in
the data, around 190 occur between Skyline and La
Honda…the incidents are largely concentrated … just
west of Skyline (probably a lot around the so-called
"straightaway") and just east of Cuesta La Honda
(near "dead man's curve")…'Unsafe Speed' is the
cause of nearly half of the incidents (46%) (Improper
Turning is next, at 16%), and Rear End is the most
common type of collision (36%).
The La Honda Voice will continue to follow the
actions and responses of this group in combating the
problem with vehicular accidents in the area.

Rattlesnakes
A note on the message
board said that two
rattlesnakes were spotted
at the top of the Roquena
trail just before the oak
grove where the tree has fallen half onto the trail.
Always be vigilant, especially while hiking the trails
in our area.

Fire Brigade Flea Market
The annual Flea
Market will be
held July 10th
this year. Time to
clean out your
closets! The event
is held in the field next to the fire house. Thank you
once again to Charlie Catania who has let us use his
field for many years. The cost of a space to sell is
$25.00. This benefits the Fire Brigade. If you are
interested in selling you must reserve a space ahead
of time with Postmaster Karen.

La Honda Lit
Night gathers
local poets, storytellers and singers/songwriters who want to share
their original songs and music with a friendly and
supportive audience. They meet at the restaurant at
7pm on the last Wednesday of the month for an hour
or two. Since the restaurant is closed, you may bring
your own food or drinks. This is a wonderful
opportunity to share your creative talent with others
in the area. Highly recommended!

The 4th of July picnic
is coming up! Many
volunteers are needed.
Please think about how
you may want to
contribute to making
this event a success. Contact Kathryn Ryan at
747-0867.

Goddess Festival
There will be a gathering
September 9-11th to “celebrate
sisterhood and all that is
uniquely female with a wildwoman weekend of wisdom,
transformation and magic.”
The location is somewhere
in/near La Honda and more information is provided
available at Goddess-festival.com. The invitation to
attend is to “Women, Witches, Mothers, Daughters,
Sisters, Aunts, Nieces, Girlfriends, Nymphs,
Maidens, Queens, and Crones.” …yup, even Crones.

The Cuesta swimming
pool opens May 28th,
Labor Day for weekend
swimming until school
is out, then open daily
all summer.
Burn Permits Now
Required
Commencing May 1st,
2016 the California
Department of
Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL
FIRE) will require a burn permit for any outdoor
open burning in San Mateo County. Open burning

Zumba Dates for May and June
May 11, 18, 25 and June 1, 8, 15, 22 (no class 6/29)
OLR Mass this Sunday – on May 8, Mass at Our
Lady of Refuge will begin a half hour early at 10:00
AM instead of the regular 10:30 AM to accommodate
the priest's schedule.
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La Honda Arts &
Music Faire &
Unofficial La
Honda School
Alumni Reunion June 18 & 19. The
Bandit Parade will take
place on Saturday @
10:00am to kick off the
faire and we will have
our, "made from scratch,
organic blueberry"
Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday. Hopefully, we
will get to have our local
folk musicians serenade
us again as we cook
Pancakes! As usual, we
can use volunteers to
assist with our snack
shack, face painting and
at the Tamale booth.
Contact Kristen to sign
up for a shift.
klindstrom@lhpusd.com
or 747-0051. Save the
date, invite your family,
friends and co-workers.
Let's celebrate this
wonderful place we call
home!

The Nine Lives
Organization located in Redwood City has been
forced to close its doors - 140 cats are available
for adoption. 1365 Rollins Rd., RWC, or call
(650) 368-1365
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Help the La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

2016 Calendars are at the Post Office and in the Magazine Rack outside Intero Real Estate Office.
Interesting 5-Year History of LH Real Estate Sales for Homes (vacant land not included)
2015 28 sales (23 closed, 5 pending as of Dec 1)
2014 16 sales
2013 18 sales
2012 19 sales

2011 20 sales
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LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

Call or Text 408-250-3339
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May 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm
Fire Permits Now
Required

2
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

8
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

9
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

TUESDAY
3
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

WEDNESDAY
4
Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

THURSDAY
5
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6

7
AJs: TBA @9:30pm

13

14
AJs: TBA @9:30pm

Alices: TBA @7-9pm

10
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

11
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Siobhan

17
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

18
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Siobhan

19
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

Alices; TBA @7-9pm

25
Zumba@LHES
5-6pm with Siobhan

26
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Lit Night 7pm
Restaurant

Alices; TBA @7-9pm

12
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Bookmobile, 11am12:30pm @Market

Alices: TBA @7-9pm

Mothers Day

15
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

22
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

16
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

23
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

Memorial Day
(No school)
29
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

30
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

24
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

31

20

21
AJs: TBA @9:30pm

27

28
AJs: TBA @9:30p
Pool Opens

The La
Honda
Voice
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Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from the
by calling the venue:
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s - 747-0331

