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The La Honda Voice
 

Face of Local Music - Three on the Tree 
Local music scene returning to normal                                             

by craig eddy 

 

 

 

Three on 

the Tree 

at San 

Gregorio 

Store on 

April 30th 

 

 

     

Hopefully we are beginning to see things starting to 

open up as the pandemic numbers in California 

continue to look promising. Many businesses that 

provide musical entertainment are starting up again 

with outdoor shows.  Alice’s Restaurant, the San 

Gregorio Store, and soon the Loma Mar Store, are all 

getting their music programs going again.  I just saw 

Three on the Tree at the San Gregorio Store on 

Friday the 30th.  They set up outside, and even 

though it was a bit foggy and gloomy, they put on a 

great show for about fifty fans. Three on the Tree has 

continued to rehearse throughout the past year and 

are at the top of their game.  They were obviously 

thrilled to be playing their first real gig in over a 

year.  All the band members are stellar musicians and 

they complement each other perfectly. Keep them in 

mind as they fill out their gigging schedule if you are 

up for a great show. 

 

COVID Update 

San Mateo County is 

currently in the State’s 

orange tier, indicating a 

moderate risk of 

spreading the virus. However, the County has met 

two of the three criteria necessary for moving into the 

less restrictive yellow tier. (continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

Remnants of CZU Lightning Complex 

Fires Still Burning 
CalFire photo from airplane 

shows smoke from Basin fire  
 

A fire in Big Basin Redwoods 

State Park named the Basin 

Fire was reported on Sunday, 

May 2. The fire burned about 

6.7 acres before it was 

contained. The fire was 

believed to be a smoldering 

redwood root left from the CZU fire months ago. 

     Such small, slow moving fires are not unusual and 

can be beneficial in removing excess fuel and 

opening space on the forest floor for new seed 

germination. (continued on page 5) 

Sequoyah Klingele (2004-2021) 
This photo is from a 

gofundme page to 

create a memorial for 

Sequoyah  

 

Sequoyah Klingele, 

from a local family 

currently living in 

Half Moon Bay, died 

on April 6, 2021. He 

was 16 years old. 

“There is no greater grief than when a parent loses a 

child.” RIP Sequoyah. ( More information on a 

gofundme fundraiser on page 3 ) 
 

Puente Programs and Services 
- Coastside Day of Giving 

- Fill out the La Honda office 

survey 

- Career & Volunteer Opportunities available at 

Puente 

- Car Seat Distribution 

- Fire Relief Funds 

(additional information on page 2-4) 

May 2021 - Always Free! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2021/05/the-face-of-local-music-three-on-the-tree.html
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://lahonda.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834200b2553ef026bdecf18fb200c-pi


 

 

2 

Go With the Flow!  

Barriers to Fish Passage          by Neil Panton 

 

Artificial dams interrupt 

the natural process that 

allow Steelhead and 

possibly Coho to swim 

upstream and spawn 

 

This is the season that 

Steelhead (and hopefully 

Coho) swim upstream to 

reach where they 

spawned so they can 

create a new generation 

of fish. Nature has a wonderful way of keeping the 

streams flowing and clear of debris so this cycle can 

continue. Unfortunately, the cycle can be disrupted 

by a variety of events. Sometimes weak winter storm 

flows aren’t strong enough to clear fallen trees or 

branches and create a passage. Other times human 

beings interfere with the natural process. 

     It’s a time-honored tradition for young folks to 

play in the creek; skip stones, wade in the water, 

swim in the pools, and build dams. Thankfully most 

of these activities are not too disruptive to the 

ecosystem, but creating and leaving dams or 

obstructions in the flow are extremely harmful. This 

is especially true in “low flow” situations such as 

we’re experiencing this year. There’s hardly enough 

water in many places for these beautiful 20” – 24” 

fish to struggle upstream from the ocean to their 

birthplace, and they can be completely stopped by 

any barriers. 

     Artificial dams have been a recurring issue in the 

stretch of La Honda Creek flowing past the Playbowl 

area. It’s not surprising this is a popular place to play 

and hang out. It’s a natural get-away for adults and 

youngsters alike. The volunteers from SGERC (San 

Gregorio Environmental Resource Center) that 

monitor the stream systems in the San Gregorio 

watershed have often had to break up artificial dams 

in the flow which can be just an inch or two deep 

some years. We’d like to get the word out to parents 

and young people about the importance of keeping 

the flow going! If you move rocks around in the 

stream (not a great idea for many reasons), be sure to 

remove any barriers before you leave the area. 

     This is a great opportunity to enlighten your 

friends, students, neighbors, and children about how 

they can help keep our environment healthy, and how 

innocent actions can sometimes create a significant 

threat to our wildlife. 

     With gratitude from the fish and the community 

volunteers of SGERC. 

 
 

Call number above to verify appointment time is 

accurate 

 

https://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2021/05/go-with-the-flow-barriers-to-fish-passage.html
https://lahonda.typepad.com/the_voice/2021/05/go-with-the-flow-barriers-to-fish-passage.html
https://lahonda.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834200b2553ef0263e9a1fe72200b-pi


 

 

3 

 

 

Sequoyah Klingele (continued from page 1) 

This photo is from Marina 

Pokorny’s gofundme page 

   A funeral service was held for 

Sequoyah at the La Honda Catholic 

Church on April 10th.  

   A gofundme page was setup by 

Marina Pokorny and others. The page reads: “On 

April 6, 2021, we lost a dear friend and classmate. In 

loving memory of Sequoyah Klingele, we are raising 

funds to dedicate a bench and plant some tulips in his 

honor. He was a dedicated ice hockey and basketball 

player who played the guitar and drums and loved to 

read. Our whole community mourns the loss of a 

beloved friend taken too soon.” 

  If you are interested in donating, the page is located 

at: https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-living-tribute-in-

memory-of-sequoyah-klingele 

 

Some La Hondans May See Over a 50% 

Rise in Water Costs in Next Few Years 
( excerpt from 4/30 & 5/4 HMB article: 

https://www.hmbreview.com/news/county-eyes-steep-

hikes-for-water-in-la-honda/article_400bcbc6-a9d1-

11eb-a29d-4b1fc0b951f6.html ) 

 “Some La Hondans will see a more 

than 50 percent increase in their water 

bill in the next few years after a rate 

hike to County Service Area 7 was 

approved at Tuesday's San Mateo 

County Board of Supervisors meeting. 

   County-run CSA 7, which provides water for 

around 70 La Honda residents, has been operating in 

the red, according to Public Works Director Jim 

Porter, who presented the rate increases at a March 9 

and at the May 4 board meeting. 

   Porter said because of its geography and old 

infrastructure, CSA 7 is expensive to operate and 

maintain. It relies on water from Alpine Creek, which 

is vulnerable to silt conditions during storms and on a 

water treatment plant that’s more than 25 years old 

and uses century-old pipes in remote areas. It’s 

currently operating at around an $8,000 annual 

deficit. But making up the difference means 

increasing locals’ water rates significantly. 

   The county is now on track to increase rates by 45 

percent starting in September of this year, followed 

by a 3 percent increase in each of the next four years. 

Porter said the rates would be the highest in the area, 

at nearly $300 per month on average. The costs of 

some one-time fees, like account set-up and late 

payment fees, would also increase…” 

   Note that this is not the Cuesta water system which 

is privately owned by the Cuesta La Honda 

community 

https://www.hmbreview.com/news/county-eyes-steep-hikes-for-water-in-la-honda/article_400bcbc6-a9d1-11eb-a29d-4b1fc0b951f6.html
https://www.hmbreview.com/news/county-eyes-steep-hikes-for-water-in-la-honda/article_400bcbc6-a9d1-11eb-a29d-4b1fc0b951f6.html
https://www.hmbreview.com/news/county-eyes-steep-hikes-for-water-in-la-honda/article_400bcbc6-a9d1-11eb-a29d-4b1fc0b951f6.html
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(continued from page 1) 

 

Coastside Gives  

Help us match $75,000 

for Puente. 

Coastside Gives is an 

exciting way to double 

your gift to Puente. 

Donate online today and until through May 6, 2021 at 

https://www.coastsidegives.org/puente or drop off 

your donation on Thursday, May 6 between 1-3pm.  

Funds will provide:   

*leadership development and workplace skills 

training for youth ages 14-21   

*college and trades scholarships  

* response to COVID-19 relief efforts for South 

Coast residents 

 (if you see this notice after the end of the fundraiser, 

you can still donate to Puente directly on their 

website) 

   

Positions Available at Puente  

Career & Volunteer 

Opportunities are 

available at Puente, 

including Director of 

Housing Advocacy, 

education Assistant II, 

Mental health Clinician, Parent Co-op Leas Teacher, 

Clinical Director and grant Writer Specialist. 

   Go to https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/ 

for more information 

   

La Honda Survey 

Please help Puente out 

with a short survey. 

They are assessing their 

services and usage in the 

La Honda office. The 

survey needs to be filled 

out before April 22nd.  

The link is at:  

https://forms.gle/qziSrtz2s7Zq6vjD6 

(note: you can also go to the lahonda.com website to 

directly copy and paste survey link into browser) 

 

Car Seats Distributions 

Puente will host a car seat 

distribution on Friday, May 28th 

from 5:30 PM-7:30 PM. In order to 

receive a car seat, you must attend 

the workshop either May 25th 

(Spanish) or May 26th (English). To 

register, please call 650-879-1691. 

Fire Relief Funds 
Did your local 

South Coast 

business or 

organization suffer 

losses or hardships 

due to the August 

2020 CZU 

Lightning Complex Wildfires? Puente is here to 

help!  

   Puente’s Fire Relief Fund for Businesses and 

Organizations Request for Proposals for grants is 

now live.   

   Puente is accepting applications from 

businesses/orgs for fire relief/prevention grants. 

Information & application: https://mypuente.org/fire-

relief-fund-rfp/. 

Contact ebettsbarahona@mypuente.org or (650)-270-

8076 for more info.  

 

Human Remains Found Near Four 

Corners 
(excerpt from https://padailypost.com/2021/04/12/ 

human-remains-found-off-la-honda-road/ ) 

“Human 

remains were 

found [ on 

April 12] near 

Kebet Ridge 

in the 

Skylonda/ 

Woodside area 

off of La 

Honda Road, 

the San Mateo 

County 

Sheriff’s 

Office said… The age, race and gender of the person 

are unknown, according to the Sheriff’s Office. 

   The body was found roughly 4.5 miles from the 

July 2019 Skyline Boulevard killings of John 

Pekipaki, 31, of East Palo Alto, and Abdulmalek 

Nasher, 32, of Pacifica. Malik Dosouqi, 27, was 

arrested in connection to those killings. He is 

currently waiting for a trial. 

   Anyone who may have information can call the 

anonymous tip line at 1 (800) 547-2700 or call 

Detective Judson Piper at (650) 363-4062 or 

jpiper@smcgov.org.” 

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excerpts from other news 

sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you seek 

out and support the original source of the article. Links to these 

sources will always be provided. You can go to lahonda.com to 

download the Voice and copy/paste these links into a browser. 

https://www.coastsidegives.org/puente
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://mypuente.org/career-opportunities/
https://forms.gle/qziSrtz2s7Zq6vjD6
https://mypuente.org/fire-relief-fund-rfp/
https://mypuente.org/fire-relief-fund-rfp/
mailto:ebettsbarahona@mypuente.org
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COVID Update (continued from page 1) 

 (information from several sources, including 

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-

mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-

ring-the-alarm-on-looming-

evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-

0fa1890bff21.html ) 

“Despite warnings San 

Mateo County could be 

stuck in the state’s 

orange tier for weeks, 

County Health officials 

suggested the move 

could come next week, taking a more positive tone 

while also recognizing the continued hardships 

residents face including looming evictions… 

   Currently, the county meets the necessary criteria to 

be moved into the state’s least restrictive yellow tier 

by May 11 after its case rate fell below two new 

cases for every 100,000 residents on a rolling seven-

day average…officials warned the county would be 

in the orange tier…until the proposed ending of the 

program on June 15, given the vaccine rollout 

continues to progress and hospitalizations continue to 

fall… 

   Progress has also been made with vaccinations, 

noted health officials. More than 73% of residents 

ages 16 and older have received at least one vaccine 

dose, including about 90% of those 65 and older who 

were most at risk of dying after contracting the 

virus… 

An influx of doses from the state and federal 

government has allowed the county to restart mass 

vaccination events at the San Mateo County Event 

Center while hosting less broadly advertised local 

clinics. A mass vaccination clinic will be held at the 

event center Wednesday, May 5, in addition to 

another mass event held on Tuesday this week… 

   But challenges still face many residents including 

the looming end of California’s eviction moratorium 

slated for June 30…While the moratorium did not 

forgive rent payments over the past year, it did bar 

landlords from removing tenants for nonpayment of 

rent during the pandemic. Once the protections do 

come to a close, tenants could be vulnerable to 

evictions beginning July 1 and would be required to 

repay back rent in full to avoid removal… 

   …The county’s Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program which has $47 million in state funding to 

allocate for rent relief. Roughly $13 million has been 

expended so far but applications have quickly 

dwindled, he said…If landlords agree to participate 

in the program and forgo 20% of the back rent, the 

program will cover the remaining 80%. If landlords 

opt to not participate, renters are still eligible for 

assistance with 25% of unpaid rent…” 

Remnants of CZU Lightning Complex Fires Still 

Burns (continued from page 1) 
Cal Fire said the Basin 

Fire was located near 

Hihn Hammond Truck 

Trail. Cal Fire 

acknowledged that the 

CZU Lightning 

Complex is still 

burning in some places (called sleeper fires) and 

could still be a dangerous place to venture. The fire 

fighters had to hike a half mile in and lay down 5000 

feet of hose to reach the Basin fire. More information 

can be found at: https://twitter.com/hashtag/BasinFire 

 

Notice of Draft Forest Health and 

Fuel Reduction Public Works Plan  
from Kellyx Nelson, Executive Director 

SMRCD 

   The San Mateo Resource Conservation 

District (SMRCD) has released a Draft San 

Mateo County Forest Health and Fuel 

Reduction Public Works Plan (PWP) for public 

review and comment, available on the SMRCD 

website here: http://www.sanmateorcd.org/san-

mateo-county-forest-health-and-fire-resilience-

public-works-plan-pwp/ 

   The goal of the PWP is to facilitate permitting 

of high-priority projects in the Coastal Zone 

that reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire 

and improve ecological conditions for forests, 

woodlands, and grasslands. The PWP provides 

a planning framework to efficiently review and 

authorize vegetation management projects 

within the Program Area over the next ten years 

using principles, strategies, and best 

management practices that align fire prevention 

planning with the protection of coastal 

resources…  
   SMRCD will be hosting a public hearing on 

the draft PWP via Zoom on June 17, 2021 at 

4:00 pm.  

web:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89675733636 

phone: (669) 900-6833 & meeting ID: 896 7573 

3636  

   The meeting agenda will be posted at least 10 

days prior to the hearing and can be found on 

the SMRCD’s website at 

http://www.sanmateorcd.org/about/board-

meetings/  

Questions and comments regarding the Draft 

San Mateo County Forest Health and Fuel 

Reduction Public Works Plan can be directed to 

fire@sanmateoRCD.org. Comments are due 

by 5pm on June 16, 2021.  

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-ring-the-alarm-on-looming-evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-0fa1890bff21.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-ring-the-alarm-on-looming-evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-0fa1890bff21.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-ring-the-alarm-on-looming-evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-0fa1890bff21.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-ring-the-alarm-on-looming-evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-0fa1890bff21.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-officials-eye-the-yellow-tier-advocates-ring-the-alarm-on-looming-evictions/article_f33951ca-ad53-11eb-b282-0fa1890bff21.html
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/san-mateo-county-forest-health-and-fire-resilience-public-works-plan-pwp/
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/san-mateo-county-forest-health-and-fire-resilience-public-works-plan-pwp/
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/san-mateo-county-forest-health-and-fire-resilience-public-works-plan-pwp/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89675733636
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/about/board-meetings/
http://www.sanmateorcd.org/about/board-meetings/
mailto:fire@sanmateoRCD.org
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Sam McDonald’s Redwood Sanctuary 
(excerpt from https://punchmagazine.com/sam-

mcdonalds-redwood-sanctuary/ ) 

Photo of heritage 

grove tree from 

parks.smgov.org 

website 

 

I mentioned in the 

March edition of 

the La Honda 

Voice that the San 

Mateo County Park website published an article 

about Sam McDonald and the park named after him. 

A link provided above from Punch Magazine will 

direct you to another interesting article on Sam 

McDonald.  

   “The route to Sam McDonald Park is a winding 

one, twisting and turning from Portola Road in 

Woodside with a sharp left onto La Honda Road 

(Highway 84) to Pescadero Creek Road. The sheer 

act of navigating the tight curves causes one to slow 

down and absorb the passing scenery. Sunlight 

streaks down through endless groves of majestic 

trees, and on this particular morning, steam from 

recent rains rises from the pavement, creating a 

mystical, otherworldly effect. 

   Gently braking to execute a 15 MPH switchback 

turn triggers musings about making this passage in 

the early to mid-1900s. That’s when Sam McDonald 

motored this same stretch of road (under significantly 

rougher conditions) in a Model B Ford roadster, 

journeying to his sanctuary in the redwoods nearly 

every weekend for 40 years.  

   For many, ‘Sam McDonald’ only resonates as the 

namesake of a San Mateo County park or ‘Sam 

McDonald Mall’ and ‘Sam McDonald Track House’ 

on the Stanford campus. But there’s a reason Sam’s 

name endures in perpetuity on the Peninsula…”  

 

Peacocks in Town 

(derived from posts related to this msg board post: 

https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/An5sH

OzMxUQ ) 

 

 A photo of the 

peacock posted on 

the message board 

 

  An article was 

posted on the La 

Honda message board of a local couple who 

were at Filoli Gardens on April 26th. A man 

from Modesto showed up there wanting to 

“donate” a peacock and peahen to Filoli, which 

wasn’t possible. If they couldn’t be donated, he 

“suggested killing them and dumping them in 

the nearby forest.” 

   At that point the couple decided to bring the 

beautiful creatures home (upper Cuesta). 

Although the peahen stayed at the house, the 

peacock took off and was spotted in various 

locations of Cuesta. For those who have never 

heard a peacock, they can produce an extremely 

loud cry or shriek, including at night during 

mating season. This can be quite startling if 

people don’t know what animal is making the 

sound. 

   The story does have a happy ending. The 

birds were rescued by the Peninsula Humane 

Society. They will re-home her to a sanctuary or to 

an experienced exotic bird adopter.  

    Thank you to the wonderful couple who 

temporarily adopted and saved these beautiful 

birds! 

    

La Honda Winery Launches New 

“Merry Pranksters” Wine  
(5/5/2021 excerpt from 

https://wineindustryadvisor.com/2021/05/05/la-

honda-winery-launches-merry-pranksters ) 

“The wines 

are a fun and 

tasty tribute 

to the Merry 

Pranksters 

whose home 

was in the 

town of La 

Honda in 

the hills 

above San 

Francisco 

Bay, where 

we grow the 

grapes… 

Their 

psychedelic 

ethos was to 

embrace 

love, express yourself, and break some damned 

rules. Ideal inspiration for a wine. Particularly 

as we hand-farm small vineyards in their idyllic 

home town of La Honda and the surrounding 

San Francisco Bay hillsides.” 

   “We just adore making, drinking, and sharing 

our wine. While making mischief. So please…. 

Drink Well. Be merry. Prank someone.”  

   Go to https://merrypranksterswine.com/ for 

more information 

https://punchmagazine.com/sam-mcdonalds-redwood-sanctuary/
https://punchmagazine.com/sam-mcdonalds-redwood-sanctuary/
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/An5sHOzMxUQ
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/An5sHOzMxUQ
https://wineindustryadvisor.com/2021/05/05/la-honda-winery-launches-merry-pranksters
https://wineindustryadvisor.com/2021/05/05/la-honda-winery-launches-merry-pranksters
https://merrypranksterswine.com/
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Jamie Walton, The Bucolic Yogi, 

maintains La Honda Area Calendar 
   Although the La Honda Voice 

plans on returning with a La 

Honda event calendar next month, 

Jamie Walton has continued to 

maintain a complete event calendar at: 

https://www.thebucolicyogi.com/seva-service.html   

Jamie at thebucolicyogi@gmail.com asks for you to 

include her on any events or resources to help make 

her calendar more complete. Please help her and the 

community with your inputs. Below is a sample of 

her May calendar – just click on the event for 

additional information on the time and location. 

   Thanks Jamie! 

  

 

 

 

 

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content 

questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at LMateja@mypuente.org 

for advertising …and a big thanks to Puente for printing the 

La Honda Voice! 

mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:LMateja@mypuente.org
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In San Mateo Co, more single family homes sold in October 2020 than in Oct in the previous 2 years. 

Oct 2020 = 495  /  Oct 2019 = 406  /  Oct 2018 = 452.   

On average, a 3bed/2ba home sold for $1.558 million in Oct 2019, and in Oct 2020 a 3/2 sold for $1.670 m, a 7.1 percent increase.   

Many locations are still generating multiple offers. Interest rates are incredibly low, and some lenders have low down payment 

loan programs.   

Call us if you are considering selling or buying, or if you need more info.   

 

 


