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The La Honda Voice
 

CZU Lightning Complex Fire Contained 
     Although La Honda residents were able to return 

back to their residences weeks ago, CalFire didn’t 

declare the CZU Lightning Complex fire 100% 

contained until September 22.  

 

The Santa 

Cruz 

Mountains 

before the 

CZU fire 

(6/3/2020) 

 

The CZU 

fire was the 

largest in 

San Mateo 

County 

history. 

CalFire reported that the fire burned 86,509 acres, 

destroyed 1,490 structures, damaged another 140 

structures, killed one person, and injured a firefighter. 

 

The Santa 

Cruz 

Mountains 

after the 

CZU fire 

(9/6/2020) 

 

Many thanks 

again to the 

La Honda 

Fire Brigade 

Chief, Ari 

Delay, and 

his team of 14 volunteer firefighters who helped stop 

the CZU fire that threatened our town. 

     To see the damage caused by the CZU fire to the 

Santa Cruz mountains, note the change from green 

vegetation before the fire to brown in areas destroyed 

by the fire in the above photos  

(from Geert Garentsen twitter: https://twitter.com/ 

GeertHub/status/1309878200533618688 ) 

 

 

      

 
 

Puente Activities & 

Events 

Updates to Puente hours and services during the 

pandemic 

In the last two weeks, there has been an increase in 

the number of COVID-19 cases in Pescadero. During 

this pandemic, Puente’s priority is the health and 

safety of the community we serve and of our staff. In 

response to the increased number of positive cases, 

Puente has implemented a new protocol to continue 

providing services to the community. Starting 

Wednesday September 16, most of our services will 

be provided virtually by phone or Zoom. Please call 

our main office phone number Monday–Friday, 

9:00am–6:00pm at 650-879-1691 to make 

appointments or for more information. 

 

A detailed list of changes to Puente hours and 

services, details on The Puente Mental Health Team 

presentation “Parenting During COVID-19: Zoom 

Workshops for LHPUSD,” information for South 

Coast renters who lost their homes in the CZU fire 

and are looking for places to live, and online Spanish 

classes are continued on the next page. 

October 2020 - Always Free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/%0bGeertHub/status/1309878200533618688
https://twitter.com/%0bGeertHub/status/1309878200533618688
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Puente Activities & Events 

(continued from page 1) 

 

• The La Honda Office will be open for 

paperwork drop offs only on Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 1:30pm to 4:30pm.  

• Puente’s community outreach team will 

continue visiting farms and ranches on a 

weekly basis, assisting with COVID-19 

testing, and providing case management and 

resources to individuals who test positive for 

COVID-19. 

• Puente’s Behavioral Health and Recovery 

programs will continue by phone and 

videoconference. New and existing clients 

can call for an appointment at 650-879-

1691. 

• Our food distribution will continue each 

Thursday from 4–6pm at Pescadero 

Elementary School.  

• Individual Tax Return Preparation will 

be paused until the 2021 tax season. Adult 

Education will be put on hold, except for 

Zoom Spanish classes. We are limiting the 

number of in-kind donations that we 

accept such as clothes and items that require 

a deep cleaning before we can give them to 

community members. 

• Our Childcare Cooperative continues to be 

closed as we do not want to risk the health 

of our students or teachers. 

Thank you for your understanding. We know that this 

is an extremely challenging time. We are here to help 

support you. Please contact us if you have any 

questions. 

 

The Puente Mental Health Team Presents 

“Parenting During COVID-19: Zoom Workshops 

for LHPUSD” 

This will be a series of weekly online workshops 

hosted by a member of Puente's 

mental health team. Each session 

will have an interactive theme 

(e.g.: time management, coping 

with isolation, distance learning, 

self-care, etc.) 

*Beginning the week of September 21st*  

For Elementary Parents (in English): Tuesdays at 

6:00pm  

For Middle/HS Parents (in English): Mondays at 

6:00pm  

To join, please call or send a text to Allison Bedford 

at 650-262-1954. Be sure to include your name, and 

which group you would like to attend. 

South Coast Renters who lost their homes in the 

CZU Fire are looking for places to live. 

Puente is helping to connect 

them with available rentals. 

Financial assistance will be 

available through Puente’s Fire 

Relief Fund. If you have a 

place to rent, short- or long-

term, please Contact Corina 

Rodriguez at 650-262-5987 or 

crodriguez@mypuente.org. 

 

Online Spanish Classes 

Puente will be hosting online Spanish classes starting 

Tuesday, October 13 

Classes will be held each Tuesday evening, with 

beginners' class from 6-–7, and intermediate/ 

advanced from 7–8pm. 

Contact Max Cohen at mcohen@mypuente.org to join 

this free, fun class. 

 

 
 

Live Music Returning to the Area 

This Saturday, Oct. 10th, from 5-7:30 Pathetic Honey 

will be playing at Alice’s, outside on the lawn.   

 

mailto:crodriguez@mypuente.org
mailto:mcohen@mypuente.org
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Big Changes in Downtown La Honda: 

 

Apple Jack’s Reopens to Masked Bandits 
by Vicki Skinner 

The famed 

Apple Jack’s 

(AJ’s) 

Tavern, 

which is 100 

years old 

this year, 

reopened on 

Friday, 

September 

18, 2020. As 

Joe 

McAvoy, 

son of 

owner Kevin 

McAvoy, 

said, “We 

are glad to have the doors swing open again where 

we have been welcoming masked bandits for 100 

years.”  The tavern opened to a full house - by full 

house, I mean full backyard. Joe explained that the 

bar is open for service but you must take your drinks 

and go onto their spacious and beautiful deck or 

venture out to the creek in AJ’s newly cleaned-up 

back yard.    

     How are they reopening if they don’t serve food?  

But they do serve food. Hotdogs for $2.00 - buy one 

and you can also drink.  Joe explained that they are 

exploring BBQing if the community is interested.  

 

Joe McAvoy, 

son of owner 

was 

instrumental in 

the reopening 

 

AJ’s is adhering 

to strict COVID 

guidelines:  6 

feet social 

distancing and 

mask wearing 

except when 

eating and 

drinking.   

      

Apple Jack’s hours are Tuesday-Thursday: 2-8pm 

(later if it is busy) and Fri-Sun: 12-10pm.  

     Hmmmm….October is usually their famous 

Halloween Party…..I wonder….. 

 

Renovation of La Honda Post Office 
by Vicki Skinner 

…and you guys thought that nothing ever happens 

around here! The La Honda Post Office temporarily 

moved its location to “the restaurant” next to the post 

office during the renovation and merge of the original 

post office and what used to be the realty office.  

Postmaster Jonathan Bergstrom said the construction 

was in the works when Bonnie Ulrick was postmaster 

before him. Bergstrom added, “The construction 

company is going to knock down the wall between 

the two, allowing for a larger post office box lobby. It 

will also have parcel boxes, which is a first, I believe, 

for La Honda.  It is projected to be finished in 90 

days which puts it at mid-November.” 

 

 

Jonathan 

Bergstrom, 

Postmaster of 

La Honda Post 

Office in its 

temporary 

location, where 

the restaurant 

used to be.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to 

Charlie Catania, who owns these buildings, and his 

continued support of the town of La Honda, we will 

have a new, improved post office by the end of 2020.   

 

An official memo from the USPS says: 

“Effective Saturday, September 19, 2020 through 

November 15, 2020, the Post Office at 8865 La 

Honda Rd, La Honda, CA 94020, will be closed as 

work is conducted on renovations and 

expansion…Once the work is complete, the newly 

expanded office will reopen to its regular retail and 

PO Box service. 

While work is conducted, PO Box customers from 

the La Honda Rd., facility will get their mail at the 

temporary space located next door to the current Post 

Office. PO Box mail will be accessible during regular 

retail hours and delivered to customer’s current PO 

Boxes relocated to the temporary site.  

Regular retail hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 2:00 

p.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F, and on Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m.” 

     Note: mail cannot be picked up outside of the 

regular post office hours 
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Strong Like Bull  
by Christine D. Page  

     “Be Happy ~ Be Here Now” was his mantra. 

Autumn is a time for remembrance and reflection. 

During the uncertainty of a global pandemic and 

raging wildfires, I remember my friend, Normand 

Provost. Like many others who have gone before, he 

lived through adversities and 

even wartime. His memory 

gives me solace and provides 

hope during these difficult 

times. 

 

Normand “Norm” Provost  

 

Many friends from La Honda 

came together to celebrate the 

life of Normand “Norm” 

Provost on the USS Hornet 

Museum docked at the former Naval Air Station in 

Alameda, California on April 7th, 2012. Norm served 

in the United States Navy as an Aviation Ordnance 

Chief from 1954 to 1968. During that time, he served 

in the Vietnam War and traversed the world during 

his long career upon the USS Hancock, USS Ranger 

and USS Independence.  

     For those, like myself, who have never 

experienced the horrors of war, touring the USS 

Hornet was educational and a quiet reminder of the 

past. A cold breeze from the San Francisco Bay that 

day, and the moody gray steel from the ship’s walls, 

chilled us to the bone. My daughter Kim was there 

and we held hands as we walked through the dark 

and narrow passageways of the ship’s interior.  I am 

grateful that Ken and Bill planned such a momentous 

memorial. It gave me a sense of history and purpose. 

Finally, when the sunshine broke free from the 

clouds, we laughed while sharing stories and 

memories of our friend.   

     When I look back on that day, I am hopeful 

because this celebration of life continues. The woes 

of our world today will subside and humanity will 

prevail. I met Norm on a Tuesday when I walked into 

Applejacks for the first time and he welcomed me 

home. He taught me how to live in the moment, “Be 

Happy ~ Be Here Now,” in the redwoods of La 

Honda. The last time I saw Norm was also a Tuesday.  

He told me that his time to go was near. As he faded 

in and out of sleep, I kissed his forehead. He 

whispered his last words to me, “Strong like bull 

honey, strong like bull.”  

     We gathered on the fantail of the ship and faced 

Norm’s beloved San Francisco. Ken gently scattered 

Norm’s ashes to the sea while Bill spoke these words: 

So, let us remember, celebrate and commend the soul 

of our brother, Normand Provost, who departed this 

life for his next great 

voyage.  We wish him 

well on all his journeys 

wherever and whenever 

they may be, and may 

our paths and souls 

cross again on a future 

cruise of this life, or the 

next.  Farewell Norm, 

and smooth sailing!  

 

The flyer for Norm 

Provost’s memorial 

 

Pacifica Worries about Mountain Lions 
     Over the past month there have been several 

mountain lion sightings in Pacifica, farther north than 

they are usually observed. Perhaps the lions were 

forced there by loss of habitat caused by the recent 

fires south of La Honda. Concerns were expressed by 

Pacifica residents about a potential danger from the 

animals, especially since one was caught observing 

children at a playground.  

a mountain lion 

on house steps 

in Pacifica 

(image by Mike 

Watkins). 

 

 La Honda has 

always understood that we are in the midst of 

mountain lion country. Although there is always the 

possibility that a lion could attack a child, it is rare. 

More likely the mountain lion at the Pacifica 

playground was just curious, as they naturally are.  

     Of course, it is always wise to have situational 

awareness, especially where there are children 

nearby, but human predators are more a danger than 

feline predators.  

 

Saturday BLM Protests (from Vicki Skinner) 
     Come join us this Saturday in San Gregorio at 12 

noon to speak up for justice, for human rights, for the 

right to vote, and the right to demonstrate. Stand up 

for our democracy, for truth, for science, and for the 

healing of our planet. We will be demonstrating every 

Saturday at noon until the election. 

When & Where: 

October 10th, La Honda (in front of the Post office) 

October 17th, Skylonda (Corner of La Honda Road 

and Skyline Blvd 

October 24th, Half Moon Bay (corner of Main Street 

and State Route 92) 

October 31st, San Gregorio (corner of Stage Road and 

Hwy 84)             sponsored by La Honda Indivisible 
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 A Wild Monkey Chase: Do Ken Kesey’s 

LSD-Dosed Apes Still Roam La Honda? 
(excerpts from https://www.kqed.org/ 

arts/13886018/a-wild-monkey-chase-do-ken-keseys-

lsd-dosed-apes-still-roam-la-honda  ) 

     An interesting article was recently written by Rae 

Alexandra from KQED about Ken Kesey’s LSD test 

monkeys that may roam the hills around La Honda. 

Once Alexandra quoted Hunter S. Thompson, 

claiming that La Honda was the “World capital of 

madness,” I knew I had to pass this gem onto the rest 

of the community. 

     Some excerpts from the article are below (go to 

link for whole article):  

 

The question 

remains if there 

are still 

monkeys in the 

hills of La 

Honda 

 

“…What the 

hell kind of bird is that?” I laughed. “It sounded 

exactly like a monkey!” 

“Well, it might be a bird,” my friend replied. “Or ... it 

might be the offspring of one of Ken Kesey’s LSD 

test monkeys.” 

There is a story here, of course. And it’s a very good 

one. But before I go any further, I need to explain a 

few things about La Honda. La Honda is no ordinary 

countryside community. Hunter S. Thompson once 

referred to it as “the world capital of madness.” Of 

his time hanging out there he said, “There were no 

rules, fear was unknown, and sleep was out of the 

question.” 

…Today, a sense of paranoia imbues the very bricks 

and mortar of the town. I cannot find one person from 

La Honda who will do an interview about La Honda 

without the cloak of anonymity. “It’s like a village,” 

one man who grew up there told me. “It’s really tight, 

isolated, everyone knows each other—but it’s got a 

lot of fringy, eccentric people in it and they don’t 

necessarily want outsiders knowing their business.” 

… in the 1980s, sightings of the monkeys were so 

common, kids in La Honda had a nickname for them: 

“The Shaved.” 

…Clyde’s version of how The Shaved came to roam 

the hills of La Honda is rooted in what he refers to as 

“lore” and “legend.” But he is convinced most of the 

rumors are true because of how many sources he’s 

heard them from. 

… one of the “three or four professors” conducting 

the Stanford research was a man named Bill Marquis. 

Marquis remains legendary in La Honda, and is 

referred to exclusively by locals as either “Monkey” 

or “Monkey Bill.” One man in a 2006 LSD 

documentary by Aron Ranen notes that Monkey Bill 

“never [gave the monkeys] one thing that he didn’t 

try first.” 

…One woman who lived with Monkey Bill later in 

his life says he performed the tests on monkeys “in 

the early ’60s at Stanford.” In Clyde’s version, 

Monkey Bill had “25 to 35 primates” in the backyard 

of his home on Redwood Terrace that decade. If you 

ask the bartender of Apple Jack’s (an inn just down 

the hill from Ken Kesey’s old house), the monkeys 

were kept in Pescadero in a building that now houses 

the local coffee shop. Though the locations differ, no 

one disputes that Monkey Bill housed and regularly 

fed LSD to primates. 

     Clyde says those tests came to an end when the 

government shut down the research, and gave orders 

to euthanize the animals…And so one night, Clyde 

says, “in a fit of compassion,” while Ken Kesey, the 

Merry Pranksters and Monkey Bill were “really high 

on LSD,” they released the primates into the wild. 

…In the months that followed, sightings of The 

Shaved were, according to Clyde, rampant. “They 

were finding monkeys snooping around in people’s 

houses,” he says. “They were finding them in their 

driveways, they were finding them dead...” 

…I ask Clyde if he knows whether Monkey Bill is 

still around. “I don’t think so,” Clyde shrugs. “By 

the ’80s, he was this crazy old hermit who never 

came outside. He was crazy. Like, babbling crazy.” 

The Apple Jack’s bartender backs this up. “Monkey 

Bill used to live about four miles up the road from 

here,” she told me. “He’s gone now. He went a 

little ...” She taps the side of her head as she says this. 

The woman in the 2006 documentary said Monkey 

Bill had gotten better later in life. “He went crazy for 

a little bit and then he had to stop his work,” she 

said…” 

     There is a thread on the La Honda message board 

discussing people who know Monkey Bill. Go to 

https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/XGFxoy

dD9Zg/m/6TN--mTXBwAJ  

 

La Honda Market 

Update 
La Honda Market now carries 

Paul Newman products, and 

Sells Pizza by the Slice! You 

can Always call-in ahead for Pizza and Sandwiches 

Made To Order. Market is open 7:30am-7pm daily. 

     The Market is still in need of a part-time deli 

worker and cashier - simple 4 hour shifts, 2 days a 

week. Speak to Juleea or Dusty, or submit resume to: 

JuleeaHawk1life@gmail.com 

https://www.kqed.org/%0barts/13886018/a-wild-monkey-chase-do-ken-keseys-lsd-dosed-apes-still-roam-la-honda
https://www.kqed.org/%0barts/13886018/a-wild-monkey-chase-do-ken-keseys-lsd-dosed-apes-still-roam-la-honda
https://www.kqed.org/%0barts/13886018/a-wild-monkey-chase-do-ken-keseys-lsd-dosed-apes-still-roam-la-honda
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/XGFxoydD9Zg/m/6TN--mTXBwAJ
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/XGFxoydD9Zg/m/6TN--mTXBwAJ
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Cancelled Fire Insurance? 

Some local residents on the message board have said 

that their homeowner fire insurance has been 

cancelled because of the recent fires. There will 

surely be more fire insurance cancellations in the 

future.  

If this happens, you can 

search for insurance 

through other carriers, 

but likely there will be a 

moratorium on new fire 

insurance policies in 

rural areas until the 

danger is re-assessed. 

Another possible option 

is California fire 

insurance FAIR plan. Unfortunately, it only covers 

fire damage and can be quite expensive. Some 

additional information is below. (excerpts below 

from: https://www.claimsjournal.com/ 

news/west/2020/02/21/295625.htm) 

     “…A fund that offers only fire insurance to 

California residents in wildfire-prone areas can’t be 

required to provide coverage for other hazards such 

as flooding or theft, a judge ruled this week. 

     Superior Court Judge Mary Strobel on Tuesday 

issued a preliminary injunction barring Insurance 

Commissioner Ricardo Lara from compelling the 

California Fair Access to Insurance Requirements 

Plan to offer comprehensive policies to homeowners 

who lost their property insurance because of the 

threat of wildfires. 

     California’s insurance industry pays into the FAIR 

Plan, a fund that sells coverage to people who can’t 

buy it through no fault of their own. Known as the 

“insurer of last resort,” it only offers fire insurance. 

Homeowners must purchase a second plan in the 

private market to cover other hazards. 

     Devastating wildfires have plagued the state in 

recent years, destroying thousands of homes. Those 

claims have cost insurance companies, who have 

responded by dropping fire insurance policies for 

many homeowners who live in fire-prone areas. In 

response those homeowners have relied on the FAIR 

Plan to provide coverage. 

     The FAIR Plan is not a state agency and is not 

funded by taxpayers. It is funded by private insurance 

companies, who are required to participate in the plan 

if they want to do business in California… 

…state lawmakers introduced a bill requiring 

insurance companies to cover all existing homes, 

including those in areas prone to wildfires, as long as 

they meet new safety standards. If passed, the 

measure would also require insurance companies to 

give homeowners financial incentives for fire safety 

upgrades.” 

Smoke and Mirrors 
La Honda resident, game producer and fiction writer, 

Megan McDonald wrote a short piece for KQED 

entitles “Smoke and Mirrors.”  

She starts out, “It’s early morning in La Honda, 

California, one of the small black dots that pock 

maps of unincorporated San Mateo County. But even 

in the pre-dawn darkness, I sense the scars the CZU 

Lightning Complex Fire has left on this town. Smoke 

blots out the full moon… 

…So when we read the writing on the wind — the 

smoke, the ash, the sirens — we began the difficult 

process of deciding what to load into our cars. We 

ended up displaced for 11 days. We count ourselves 

lucky. We’ve been allowed to return home. The 

decision is an easy one: We will stay.” 

Go to the KQED link for the whole article: 

https://www.kqed.org/perspectives/201601140273/me

gan-mcdonald-smoke-and-mirrors 
 

The Darkest Day in La Honda 
On 

September 

9th, the mid-

day sky in 

much of the 

Bay Area, 

including La 

Honda, was 

darker, on an 

otherwise 

clear day, 

than anyone 

could remember. The photo below is the La Honda 

home of Bob Dougherty taken on the early afternoon 

of September 9th.  

 

Close Call on Car Fire – October 4th 
(by Bob Dougherty) I was heading west on Highway 

84 late last night (October 4th) when I came across 

many sheriff cars and a few fire trucks pulling a 

burned-out car from the bushes. Researching the 

accident, I came across additional information on the 

La Honda message board: 

(https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/Vc-

enePbPhs/m/L1rmPykABwAJ) a hot rod (according to 

the CHP report) went over the embankment 1.5 miles 

west of Alice’s. The car rolled 140 feet down the 

canyon and burst into flames. The driver and any 

passengers were able to flee the scene. Ten engines 

responded to the fire and were able to put out the fire 

within a couple hours. 

     Remembering the destruction from the CZU 

Complex fire, this fire could have easily turned into 

another nightmare situation. 

https://www.kqed.org/perspectives/201601140273/megan-mcdonald-smoke-and-mirrors
https://www.kqed.org/perspectives/201601140273/megan-mcdonald-smoke-and-mirrors
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/Vc-enePbPhs/m/L1rmPykABwAJ
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/c/Vc-enePbPhs/m/L1rmPykABwAJ
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GoFundMe Request for Dierdri Muñoz 

from La Honda 
go to link for additional info and donations: 

https://gf.me/u/yx7wyy 

 

Jeff Ring noted that 

Dierdri grew up in La 

Honda and moved to 

Oregon quite a few years 

ago. She lost everything 

in one of the recent fires. 

 

From the GoFundMe 

page, “As if life as a 

single Mom raising a teen and being a teen during the 

era of COVID isn’t challenging enough... Just a few 

days ago, Dierdri and Aidan, lost their recently 

purchased home and ALL of their belongings to the 

fire that ravaged parts of Medford, OR.  While they 

are still processing this life changing and traumatic 

loss, we are thankful they are safe.  I’m asking our 

community of family and friends to help them 

recover from this tremendous loss. All contributions 

are received with heartfelt appreciation.”  

 

Little Ventura Library Turns 3 
(by Vicki Skinner) 

 The Little Ventura 

Library has been a 

rousing success as it 

turns three.  People have 

told me that it has been a 

life saver during these 

quarantined COVID 

times.   

     As some people conduct their own long-needed 

book purging, many books have been dumped in 

piles and boxes in front of the little library…travel 

books from 1995, really?  Although I confess, I also 

dumped a bag of books (intended for rotation) in 

front of the library when La Honda was recently 

evacuated for the wildfire.  No one is taking book 

donations these days, but dumping them in front of 

the library is not in synch with the concept: "Take a 

book and leave a book.”   

     I will clear out the books that have not "moved" in 

the coming months and select some remaining ones 

to populate the little library.  Thank you, Karl and 

Rita for starting to do this for me!  The rest, I will try 

to find a place to which I can donate.  

     Anyhow, perhaps someone could start another 

library in a different location?...maybe at the top of 

Cuesta?  Duck Pond?  By the community garden?   

     And remember, "Books are one of the few things 

you can buy (or borrow) that will make you richer.” 

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from other news 

sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you 

seek out and support the original source of the article. Links to 

these sources will always be provided. You can go to 

lahonda.com to download the Voice and copy/paste these links 

into browser. 

 

 

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content 

questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at 

LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising 

…and a big thanks to Puente for printing the La Honda 

Voice! 

 

https://gf.me/u/yx7wyy
mailto:voice@lahonda.com
mailto:LMateja@mypuente.org
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We both would like to give our heartfelt thanks to all of the firefighters and sheriffs, and to everyone that helped and gave 

support during the fires. The list is lengthy with our own La Honda Fire Brigade at the top!!  And Puente for all that they have 

done for the communities that have been affected!!  

 


