The La Honda Voice
October and November 2016 - Free!

Beer, Brats, Burgers and Bands!
Join Alice's
Restaurant at the
La Honda
Gardens for a
community
celebration
fundraising event
with proceeds
benefiting the
La Honda Fire
Brigade and the
La Honda Educational Foundation. Local microbrews
will be featured, along with a BBQ, local bands,
jumpy house and a raffle.
Event to be held at the La Honda Gardens at 8865 La
Honda Road, Sunday, October 9 from 11am - 5pm.
There is no entrance fee, although donations will be
encouraged. The brew and food must be purchased.
Bands to play are: Rounders, Cryin’ Shame, Gary
Gates, and Age of Reason.
This will be a family friendly event (Jumpy House),
but please leave Fido at home as dogs are not
allowed. For more information, you can call Alice's
851-0303.

What Don’t You See?

Spanish Classes ( in La Honda and Pescadero)
Folkloric Dance
Day of the Dead Community Workshops
Farmer’s market in Full Swing
December Holiday Gift Card Distribution
Zumba in La Honda
Community Health Workers in La Honda
Health Insurance, Covered Cal, & CalFresh
(detailed information on page 4)

Judge finds North
Carolina man not
competent to stand trial
for attempted murder
of La Honda residents
“A 37-year-old North
Carolina man charged with
the attempted murder of two
La Honda residents won’t stand trial anytime
soon…James Bernard Hofler was found not
competent to stand trial on Tuesday. San Mateo
County Superior Court Judge Elizabeth Lee based her
ruling on reports from two doctors… Prosecutors said
one of the victims, a 75-year-old man, was sitting on
the deck of his home near Mindego Hill and Alpine
roads in La Honda around 7 a.m. on March 12 when
he saw Hofler walk out of his home…Without saying
a word, Hofler drew a semi-automatic handgun and
shot the man in the face, according to prosecutors. As
the victim lay on the ground, Hofler allegedly fired a
second round into his head. Prosecutors said Hofler
then walked to a cottage behind the home and shot its
53-year-old occupant in the face. That victim also did
not know Hofler…Hofler, who remains in custody
without bail, is slated to return to court on Nov. 8 for
an order placing him in a state facility…” (excerpt
from http://www.mercurynews.com/2016/09/29/ )

by Neil Panton
Flowering
plants

It’s hard to
see what’s
not there!
As you
drive
along our
coast, it’s easy to see Jubata/Pampas grass taking
over hillsides and ranges. What’s harder to see is
when it’s NOT there. (continued on page 2)
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What Don’t You See? (continued from page 1)

Stage
Road
removal
(photos
by Neil
Panton)

Look along La Honda Rd. between the coast and La
Honda. Also look along Stage Rd. between the
General Store and Highway 1. You will not see
Jubata/Pampas grass growing along the roadway
(except for a few unsafe to reach).
That’s due to the efforts of the “Kick Pampass” team,
a dedicated bunch of volunteers in the community
interested in keeping invasive grasses from taking
over San Gregorio Valley. The spread had become all
too evident, particularly along Stage Rd., where over
430 plants were recently removed. On Hwy. 84
between La Honda and San Gregorio nearly 100
plants have been removed. On private property in
Cuesta, La Honda and San Gregorio more than 100
plants have been removed. This was done entirely
using manual methods, no herbicides.

Ann Geoffrion (1937 – 2016) Obituary
(Visit burlingtonfreepress.com/obituaries for full
obituary of Ann’s amazing life and to express
condolences)
Note: I learned that Ann
and Pat moved out of La
Honda around 2000. Pat
now lives in Sacramento
and Pat’s daughter,
Karin, still lives in La
Honda.

Most would agree these are beautiful ornamental
grasses. Pampasgrass from South America was sold
in nurseries for decades. Without nearby male plants,
female pampas can be kept under control. Jubata
grass, on the other hand, spreads like crazy on its
own. This is the grass that predominantly populates
the coast from San Diego northward. It’s an invasive
opportunist, crowds out native plants, and affects the
ecology and wildlife that depend on native species.

“Ann Geoffrion died at
the University of
Vermont Medical Center
Hospital on the morning
of September 26th after a brief struggle with
pneumonia. Born May 16, 1937 in Exeter, NH, to
Beatrice and Raymond Geoffrion (both deceased),
Ann grew up in Newmarket, NH, and attended the
University of New Hampshire, majoring in Physics.
She then went to graduate school at the University of
Arizona, where she studied astrophysics, before
moving to California to join the Stanford Research
Institute (SRI) in Palo Alto as a physicist. While at
the University of Arizona, she and others published a
paper stating that there is water on Mars, which was
confirmed by NASA just last year. During her tenure
at SRI, Ann worked on the development of the
computer mouse, which at the time consisted of a
wooden block on wheels. Patented by SRI, it was
licensed to several large companies, including Apple
and Xerox. Ann often spoke fondly of those early
days of computing and of the lasting friendships
formed at SRI while being involved in a broad range
of computer and digital communications projects that
helped define our modern Internet world. In later
years, Ann joined Foothills-De Anza Community
College in Los Altos Hills, CA, as Director of
Academic Computing, where she worked until her
retirement. She spent most of these years living in La
Honda, CA, but family connections in the Northeast
led her to buy a cabin in Alburgh VT, thereafter
dividing her time between Vermont and California...”

There are alternatives! Check out ornamental
grasses at Yerba Buena Nursery or California
Invasive Plant Council web sites, or search for noninvasive ornamental grass:
http://www.yerbabuenanursery.com/search.php?bot=
&com=grass&exp=0&wat=0&typ=0&search=Search
http://www.cal-ipc.org/landscaping/dpp/plantpage
.php?region=bayarea&type=Ornamental%20grasses
What can you do? The next phase for our Kick
Pampass team will be to help landowners interested
in removing plants from their property. If you have
plants you‘d like removed, or have interested
neighbors, feel free to contact us. In addition, this is
the time of year that tall seed heads develop. If you
see plants we've missed, please let us know. You may
want to join us! You can reach Neil at: (650) 7262499 or sgerc@sanmateo.org
Many thanks to our hard-working Pampass team:
Liz, Gary, Ellen, Denis, Jane, Ellen, Hilary, Sasha,
George and Neil – plus the many landowners who
have allowed access to their properties or taken steps
to eliminate the plants themselves! We also thank
Cuesta La Honda, Caltrans, State Parks and the
County of San Mateo for permission to remove plants
on their property or right-of-ways.
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the area equipped with a compressed air foam system
that, when mixed
with water,
stretches its
supply. We are
not in Redwood
City where there
is immediate and
easy access to lots of water. This machine — all
$553,000 is built to meet OUR specific needs. Since
the Brigade raised more than $100,000 over the last
two years, it is jointly owned with the County.

Fire Engines of 1953 and 2016
by Joyce Converse
In 1953, I was a first grader in Seekonk,
Massachusetts. “Seekonk” translates to “black
goose” from the Wampanoag. Like the rest of us
invaders, we had long since killed off the Indian
population but we seemed to revere their names. It is
hard for me then to imagine La Honda in 1953. But
it was here — had been happening for some time.
The logging was done. The camping and fishing —
vacationers from San Francisco — had become so
popular in the early part of the century that a few
businessmen from San Francisco bought a cattle
ranch (known currently as Cuesta) in the 20’s and
subdivided it into small lots for summer cottages with
basic roads. Lots of difficulties ensued, including the
great depression. The businessmen went belly up and
the State of California Building and Loan
Commission took their assets to be auctioned to the
highest bidder. This was 1936. The folks who had
purchased lots negotiated with the State to allow
them to re-purchase the land on an installment plan.
They were ultimately successful and the Cuesta La
Honda Guild was born and incorporated 7/3/36.

SO WE CELEBRATE!!
We will eat pancakes with
all the fixings from 8:30 to
11:30 on Sunday October
16th. Then Supervisor Don
Horsley from San Mateo
County joins Fire Chief Ari Delay and the rest of us
in a dedication ceremony. So come on down and for
heaven’s sake bring the kids!! There will be free ice
cream and the opportunity to tour the inside of our
new machine. Come check it out — a thing of
beauty! When the time is right, a firefighter with the
engine in reverse will v-e-r-y s-l-o-w-l-y drive
backwards into the firehouse while we all push. We
can be tricked into feeling that we are the ones
pushing our new fire engine into its new home. Hope
to see you all!!

These folks, some of whose names still ring in the
area were all about building community. A spot of
useless ranch land was given to them - just outside
Cuesta, along Hwy 84. The townsfolk intended to
create some kind of community center, but then the
Guild built a community center, a pool and a
beautiful pond within Cuesta. A few guys got
together, keenly aware that the closest fire protection
(in those days) was a while away at in San Mateo.
They decided then to use the spot of land to build a
two-bay metal firehouse on the empty piece of
property where - even today - exists our La Honda
Volunteer Fire Brigade. In those early days, the folks
involved with the Guild, the Fire Brigade and
Applejack’s were all connected. These men who had
come up with the idea took a 12-hour training course
and that was it (as opposed to today’s academy
course)! They managed to acquire in 1953 a used
firetruck, built in 1947 and white of all things.
Here’s what it looks like today.
There have been a
few other trucks in
between but I want
to jump to what we
are about to see and
to dedicate on
October 16th! I
wrote in detail about
our new fire engine in August. It was especially
designed to accommodate our narrow, winding
streets and driveways and it is the only fire engine in

Changes to Medicare in 2017,
Supplemental Health Insurance Options
& The Affordable Healthcare Act
On Saturday, October 22nd at 10:30AM, Christina
Kahn, Community Outreach Coordinator
for HICAP (Health Insurance Counseling and
Advocacy Program) for San Mateo County will
explain how Medicare works, discuss the upcoming
changes in Medicare coverage in 2017 and how (or
if) Medicare coverage might be affected by the
Affordable Healthcare Act. She
will also present cost/ service
comparisons of the different
supplemental health plans available in our county
(Medicare Open Enrollment begins on October 15th
through December 7th). The meeting will take place
at the Puente Office in Downtown La Honda.
HICAP is a free information and counseling service
that is supported by the local Area Agency on Aging.
They do not represent or advocate for particular
insurance or healthcare providers and appointments
with HICAP counselors are typically made through
senior centers. For more information call (650) 7470605 or email: lahondalynnette@earthlink.net
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(continued from page 1)
December Holiday Gift Card Distribution
Gift cards of $50-$100 are available for
families with children under the age of 16
who meet the income requirements. Call
650-879-1691 to ask about income requirements and
make your appointment until November 17th. An
appointment is needed to get the gift card.

Spanish Classes in La Honda and Pescadero
La Honda Intermediate classes on
Mondays beginning 10/3 from 67pm and La Honda Beginner
classes on Tuesdays beginning
10/4 from 6-730pm. Individuals
should contact Lizeth for more information
at lhernandez@mypuente.org or call 650-879-1691.

Zumba in La Honda - Wednesdays now from 67pm at La Honda Elementary. If you
want to be on the Zumba mailing list,
email Molly mwolfes@mypuente.org

Folkloric Dance
ALAS’ Grupo
Tonantzin from Half
Moon Bay in
collaboration with
Puente have started a
new dance class for ages
5-17 in the Multi
Purpose Room of Pescadero Elementary.
Classes for ages 5-10 are at 4pm Mondays
Classes for ages 11-17 are at 5pm on Mondays
Contact Lina for more details –Lmira@mypuente.org

Community Health Workers in La Honda
Join us in welcoming community
members Betsy, Dan and
Samantha as Community Health
Workers! You may notice more
activity at the Puente La Honda
office these days - if you see that it’s open, pop in
and say hello to meet them! They will be in the
office Mondays and Fridays from 2-6pm and
Saturdays from 10-3pm. They will be working on
supporting community members with health issues as
well as disseminating useful health information. Any
questions refer to: Molly, mwolfes@mypuente.org

Day of the Dead Community Workshops
Bring your children, family and/or
friends along to this Day of the
Dead workshops where you
will learn about this ancient
tradition, learn how it is
celebrated and make some
traditional crafts. The final project will be
our Altar that will go on display at the last Farmers
Market on October 27th. The workshops will be
Wednesdays from 6-8pm in the Pescadero
Elementary Multi Purpose Room. The workshop
schedule is the following:
October 5th – Day of the dead history and clay figures
October 12th – Day of the dead canvas & paint rocks
October 19th – Make sugar skulls and paper flowers
October 26th – Decorate sugar skulls and papel
picado
For questions or more information contact Iris
Fernandez – 650-879-1691 ext 113 or
ifernandez@mypuente.org

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh
and other benefits available at Puente!
Know someone that needs health insurance
or food stamps, or need it for yourself
and/or your family? Tired of driving over
the hill to do everything? Puente can help!
Appointments are available every weekday including
evening appointments on Tuesdays and Thursdays in
Pescadero. - We offer enrollment into and support for
the following programs, and others: -Medi-Cal,
-Covered California, -ACE & DHC (for low-income
undocumented individuals), -CalFresh (food stamps)
Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make
an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit the Puente
office in La Honda, if you see the door open. We are
next to the Post Office!
Community Garden in La Honda
Puente will be having an open house for the
community on Friday evening,
November 4th at the La Honda
Puente Office. They’ll have coffee
and crackers, program information,
and are planning a presentation on community
gardens, with an eye toward building enough
community involvement to start a community garden
in Cuesta. Stay tuned for additional information.

Farmers Market is in full swing!
Come on down to buy some fresh,
local produce and grass-fed meat. Our
location has moved to 350 Stage Road
downtown Pescadero Thursdays from
3-6:30pm. There are children’s
activities, live music and free bike repair! The last
market will be October 27th with the traditional Day
of the Dead altar. Bring photos and memories of
loved ones to place on the altar.
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Help the La
Honda Voice
Interested in writing
or helping in other
ways to keep this
paper going? This
paper has been
created and
published entirely by
volunteers of the
Community and
printed by the
generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob
Dougherty at
747.0102 or
voice@lahonda.com

YMCA CAMP JONES GULCH
SPOOKTACULAR
Join us for pumpkin decorating, archery, carnival games, facepainting and arts & crafts at the Gulch!
Costumes are encouraged but not required.
Snacks, drinks and treats will be provided. COST: FREE!
Sunday October 23, 2:00-4:00 PM
At YMCA CAMP JONES GULCH
RSVP by calling 650 747 1200
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Considerably fewer homes have sold in La Honda this year compared with the same period last year.
1/1/16 – 7/31/16 there were 6 closed sales and 1/1/15 – 7/31/15 there were 16 closed sales
There are 9 active listings, and an additional 2 listings that are pending sales in the greater La Honda area.
Even though we have a handful of available homes for sale, we still have a great need for new listings for those active buyers
who have not found their dream home yet. Buyers are preferring turn-key homes these days. If you are thinking about
selling, consult with your favorite local agent about how to prepare your home to be the most attractive listing on the market.
If you are a contractor or handy person, there are a couple of gems awaiting your expertise.
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LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

Pescadero Country Store Destroyed by Fire
An online gofundme effort was set up by Pescadero Country Store
owner Cindy Simms shortly after the devastating fire. It is at
gofundme.com/2pwczbg Puente also set up a fund for the 19
employees out of work. Please help if you can.
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October 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from the
by calling the venue:
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s - 747-0331

The La
Honda
Voice
2
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

TUESDAY

3
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

9 Beers, Brats,
Burgers, Bands,
11-5 @LH Gardens
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

10
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

16
LH Fire Brigade
Breakfast, 8:3011:30

17
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

4
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

24/31
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

On 10/31 -

Halloween

SATURDAY
1
AJs: TBD @9:30pm

Alices: TBD @7-9pm

6
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

Alices: TBD @7-9pm

11
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

12
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

13
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

18
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

19
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

20
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

Alices; TBD @7-9pm

26
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

27 Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse
Alices; TBD @7-9pm

Lit Night - 7pm
Restaurant

Final Farmer’s Market in
Pescadero and display of Day
of Dead Altar

25
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

FRIDAY

Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

5
Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm
23/30
On 10/23 – YMCA
Spooktacular 2-4pm

THURSDAY

7

8 AJs:
Mendonesia@9:30pm

14

15
AJs: TBD@9:30pm

21

22
AJs: George Dyer and
the High Primes
@9:30p

Alices; TBD @7-9pm

Changes to Medicare
in 2017 – LH Puente @
10:30am
28

29
AJs: Cesar Miles and
the Dreaded Truth
@9:30p

