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Drought and Rationing!
by Kathryn Ryan

It’s Augusting
by Denis Shaw
This summer of 2014 is filled with never ending
sunshine, every day the same as the one before. I
wake up each day to a ghostly glow of morning light
amongst the haze that disappears on schedule, like
every other day. The heat and sun bake the hard earth
into a slab of cement and cause plants to abort
blossoms and trees to curl their leaves into early
dormancy. It is Augusting. Maybe Septembering will
be less harsh.

Reflection Lake - photo by Denis Shaw
Having lived in La Honda for over 30 years, I can't
remember seeing the creek as low as it is right now.
There are puddles, but nothing looks like it is
flowing. This is bad news for the wildlife that
depends on the creek, in addition to our community.
My friend Sue Henkin-Haas has been stream
monitoring with the San Gregorio Environmental
Resource Center (SGERC) for more than a
decade. Her team monitors the creek at Stage Road
in San Gregorio. One of the measurements they take
is dissolved oxygen. The dissolved oxygen levels are
usually between 10 & 12 in the winter and can drop
to 7 or 8 during the summer months. In July the
dissolved oxygen level was 1.5 and in August it was
2.0. She has never seen levels like this in 10 years of
stream monitoring. There is not enough oxygen to
support life - no fish can survive. (continued page 3)

Items appearing from the depths of Reflection Lake photo by Denis Shaw
Trail work has been only pruning, clearing, and
cleanup, the ground being much too hard to
penetrate. Everything is waiting for rain. If the dry
earth’s shrinking has anything to do with
earthquakes, we are in for a good one. Cracks are
appearing in my garden… (continued page 2)

Thank You to the
La Honda Fire Brigade
volunteer fire fighters for
once again giving up their
time to support our
community. The chipping
program reduces the fire
hazard and helps beautify
our Community.

Back to School
by (Gwendolyn) Wendy Barnhart
The day kids all over La Honda have been
dreading all summer - the day they go back to school.
The morning of August 20, 2014 may go down in
infamy as the day the town stood still…Gone are the
days of sleeping in and romping around town without
a care in the world. The streets in La Honda are
eerily quiet now,… (continued page 2)
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Back to School (continued from page 1)
…and the pool spends its days empty, probably
wondering if there was yet another Lincoln log
bandit.

the latest shenanigans their friends have pulled that
day. They also tout allegiance or war towards their
new teachers. And of all the unjust things on the face
of the planet, the parents are the ones who get
homework on the first day of school.
As night time approaches, the town is quiet once
more as the once night-dwelling creatures reluctantly
retire early in preparation for the next day’s
adventures. As the kid wrangling warriors that they
are, you might also spot a few parents chugging back
a few at Apple Jack’s, or my all-time favorite,
chuggin’ down a Coke, fully leaded with all its
sugary goodness.
It’s Augusting (continued from page 1)
I do not remember ever seeing it so dry. The water
draining from the slide area has been totally diverted
to flow along Scenic Drive and into San Gregorio
Creek, and then to the ocean. The dire consequences
are a shrinking Reflection Lake with a broad muddy
beach that may eventually need mowing - the only
grass that is green is beginning to appear on the flat
bare lake bottom. Long submerged objects are rising
from the deep, what I thought was a unusual piece of
driftwood, is actually a discarded tire.
The ducks do not come to the shallow end much,
lately, as it takes so much energy to paddle through
the muck and scum forming in the center. The smell
is beginning to ferment, too. Our gem of a Lake has
lost its sparkle for the time being. Luckily, the major
concentration of activity is centered around our other
marvelous man-made body of water, the swimming
pool.
As I began my hike the other morning, I could not
wait to reach the secluded quiet of Fernwood Park
Trails, between Recreation Drive and Woodland
Vista, leaving behind the barking dogs, the noisy
kids, adults on cellphones, cars and motorcycles, and
blaring music. The peace and serenity of the trails are
a relief, a place to drown drought despair and gaze up
at the powder blue sky through the canopy of trees,
observing gracefully circling turkey vultures and
scampering squirrels. Hang in there and do not
despair, there must be rain somewhere in our future.

Early in the morning, about an hour before the bus
showed up on that fateful morning, there were reports
of weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth that
broke the predawn tranquility. Alarm clocks
sounded, kids groaned and were dragged from their
peaceful slumber - only to be awakened by the
realities that lay before them. Each kid reluctantly
donned their uniform for the day which likely
consisted of new clothes, neatly pressed and wrinkle
free.
Then the dreaded first day of school’s obligatory
pictures… front and back, and now thanks to
Facebook, friends and family got to delight in the
occasion and celebrate with the elated parents on the
brink of their relief. Each school year is a rite of
passage into adulthood. Pictures memorialize this
fact. Plus these pictures can be used later on in
retaliation - I always threaten to show my kids’ most
embarrassing pictures to their prom dates later on if
they try to pull anything.
This is probably the only day where the school
bus smells halfway descent - that is if you like the
stale new clothes smell. This scent wafts, as if to
cleanse the stench from the previous year, in
preparation of a new and improved stench. There is
nothing like the reek of dirty socks and sweaty
pubescent armpits to get you going in the morning,
especially after the craft has been perfected over a
long, dry summer.
Perhaps the only thing kids’ look forward to this
time of year is the back to school shopping spree they
get to embark on. Heaven forbid they fail to make a
good first impression, even though they have lived in
La Honda for years. This time of year, every kid has
a list of “necessities” that they can pester their
parents for in preparation for school, as if every
purchase will make their school experience better.
Kids have learned this time of year and Christmas are
the most opportune times to acquire new goods.
After the kids have managed to survive their first day
of school, they can now inundate their parents about

New Law Passing Bikes
California has a new law
going into effect on
September 16 known as the 3
Feet for Safety rule, which
says that drivers must allow at
least three feet of safe space around bikers at all
times when passing them on the roads. If the requisite
space isn’t available, drivers must slow down behind
bikers and wait until they can pass when “no danger
is present.”
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Drought and Rationing! (continued from page 1)
It saddens me to see Reflection Lake so low you can
walk out onto what is usually
submerged. And where did all the
ducks go?
Another friend who manages
rental properties in La Honda said
their well is only pumping out 50% of normal. He
told his tenants that if they don't seriously conserve
by 50%, they will have to move out.
You probably heard that Memorial Park is closed
for the summer because of the drought. There are 30
homes in Loma Mar on water rationing. Other creeks
in our immediate watershed have gone dry suddenly
in a matter of days. No one knows how the aquifers
are faring; they are the true reservoirs in our state.
Sorry to have to report all this dire news, but I
think everyone should appreciate the extent of the
seriousness of this drought. In La Honda, we are
implementing water rationing also. Please, please be
conscious of all the water you use. Especially break
the habit of letting good water run down the drain.
Capture and re-use it for pre-rinsing dishes, flushing
the toilet, or watering plants. A panful of water can
be used to rinse vegetables, then used for other
things. We need to start considering every drop as
precious, and stop assuming water will always come
out of the faucet. If we ever need to truck in water, it
could cost $9/gallon.
If many people conserve as much as possible,
together we will make a difference.

Important Recycling & Garbage Survey
If you are a La Honda, San Gregorio, Pescadero or
Loma Mar home owner and haven't
received the Recycling & Garbage
Survey, contact County of San MateoDepartment of Public Works at (650)
599-1405 (unfortunately 9/1 was the
last day for survey) Here are the facts:
• The grant that has funded recycling at La Honda
School will soon run out and many of us will have to
find other recycling options (Pescadero, Stanford, Ox
Mountain, etc.)
• The contract with Allied Waste, the vendor for the
Pescadero Transfer Station, will expire sometime in
2015 and will either be renewed or a new vendor
found
• The community's response to the survey will be
used to negotiate the best deal for all and for
determining what direction we take when
approaching different vendors -- to either handle
recycling or both recycling and garbage service and
possibly the Pescadero Transfer Station, too.
If you are interested in helping us to successfully
resolve this issue, please contact Lynnette Vega at
(650) 747-0605. (submitted by Kathryn Ryan)

Guild Water Rationing
On August 13, the La Honda Guild's Board of Directors
approved a lower allocation for each account holder. The
new allocation is 800 cubic feet per month. Any water used
above the allocated amount will be charged at a higher rate.
A fee schedule has been emailed to Guild members, and is
being mailed. The main reason for the lower allocation is
the uncertain future of the stream flow in Woodhams Creek
(from which water is diverted year-round), and in Mindigo
Creek (from which water is pumped October-May). The
new allocation and conservation cost structure begins Sept.
1. Get a printout of the water meter readings for your
address: Ask Carroll Kelly in the Guild's Office

First Ever Puente Fall Harvest Fundraiser
Come out and support your local
community resource center
Date: Sunday, September 14th
Time: 4-6pm
Location: Harley Farms Goat Dairy in
Pescadero
Ticket Price: $100
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Reminder: La Honda Fire Brigade
will have their annual pancake
breakfast on Sunday, October 19.
Mark your calendars!

Coastal Cleanup Day San Gregorio
Beach, Parking lot at Highway 1 and La Honda
Road; Saturday, September 20, 2014; 9 - noon
Please join us for
the 29th annual
Coastal Cleanup
Day at San
Gregorio Beach.
Since the first
Cleanup day in
1985 more than 6
million cigarette
butts and 2 million plastic bags have been picked up.
We’re making a difference!
Rewards are given for the most unusual find. Last
year we thought San Gregorio would win, based on
the safe that was found flung off the overpass. But
the winner was a pair of speakers with a live octopus
inside!
For information please see website
http://flowstobay.org/ccdlocations or contact
Kathleen Dickey at sgerc@sanmateo.org

Neil and Pegi Get Divorced :-(
(excerpt from http://www.eonline.com/news/
573469/neil-young-files-for-divorce-from-wife-pegiyoung-after-more-than-36-years-of-marriage )
“The
Canadianborn
"Harvest"
singer has
filed for
divorce
from wife
and Bridge
School
founder Pegi Young after more than 36 years of
marriage, according to public records. His
petition…was entered July 29 in Superior Court of
San Mateo County. The duo have maintained a home
in La Honda, in northern California, for years….”

Intruder Alert!
There was a La Honda home break-in on 8/26,
where the intruder only stole some beer. Evidently,
the intruder was identified and
the situation rectified.
However, there was another
incident the next day on
Fernwood Drive. The intruder
saw someone in the house and
then took off. The description
from the eyewitness was that
the intruder was a Caucasian male about 20 years old
with dirty blond hair and brown eyes. He was
carrying a black backpack and had started to use a
crowbar to break into the house. I’m not sure if these
two incidents were related, but be vigilant. We have a
safe Community and we want to keep it that way!

La Honda Pool
From now on through September
(weather permitting). Pool Hours are:
Weekdays: 12-3 no lifeguard; buddy
swimming "after hours" for adults who
passed the swim test.
3-6 lifeguard on duty, Wed. starting at 2:00 because
of early release for students
Weekends: 12-6 lifeguards on duty, open as usual.
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"Live Or Die in La Honda" – the Movie
See the
opening
sequence of the
local movie
being produced
by Jeff
Hammer:
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=pNcUr0L7hRc&feature=youtu.be)

La Honda Spanish Class
Intermediate/Advanced Group
Start Date: Monday, September 15th 2014 (meets
every Monday)
Location: Puente Resource Center La Honda Office
End Date: December 8th 2014
Time: 6-7pm; Fee: 12 Classes $70 fee
La Honda Spanish Class Beginners
Start Date: Tuesday September 16th 2014 (Meets
every Tuesday)*May move to wednesay*
Location: Puente Resource Center La Honda Office
End Date: December 9th 2014
Fee: 12 Classes $70 fee
Time: 6-7pm
Teacher: Georgina Snyders
*Note: Minimum of 5 people needed to have either
class - *Please Respond to reserve your spot!*
Kassi Talbot 650-879-1691

The La Honda Voice
News Sources
The La Honda Voice uses a
variety of sources,
including articles written
by local writers exclusively
for this publication and
short excerpts from other
sources. Links are always
provided for these other
sources and the intention is
for the reader to read the
entire article from the
original source. It is
important that the La
Honda Voice readers
support these other
publications!

Help the La Honda Voice
Interested in writing or helping in other ways to keep this paper
going? This paper has been created and published entirely by
volunteers of the Community and printed by the generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob Dougherty at 747.0102 or voice@lahonda.com
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
DRE Lic #01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Coming soon – call for more info - Gail Hafelfinger 650-996-5354
3bd/2ba, workshop, large utility/storage room, large deck, new flooring & interior paint
2bd/1ba + 1bd/1ba in-law unit downstairs, ½ acre, access from two streets
Recent Sales - 4990 La Honda Road, 2bd/1ba, 1 acre, List $549,000 - Sale Pending
13 Memory Lane, 2bd/2ba + 1bd/1ba cottage, List $799,000 – Sale Pending
Inventory is low. There are only 6 active listings in La Honda, none of them are in Cuesta.
If you are thinking about selling, we’d be happy to give 6you the market information you need to make a decision.

LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com



Call or Text 408-250-3339
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