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Coastal Cleanup Day – September 16
by Neil Panton
San Gregorio
Environmental
Resource Center
(SGERC) invites you
to join us at San
Gregorio State Beach
on Coastal Cleanup
Day, September
16th from 9:00 12:00. This is an
annual event
sponsored by the
California Coastal
Commission.

The Duck's Pond Becomes Reflection
Lake Again by Denis Shaw
There are new benches at Reflection Lake curing in
concrete as I write this. Four more pleasurable places
to comfortably stop, admire, and contemplate this
gem in our navel.
At all hours of the day, there is a reflected view
worthy of a painting. The last two Wednesdays of
August, the Plein-air Painters of Half Moon Bay set
up their easels to capture its newly manicured beauty.
A couple of us
locals joined in the
painting pleasure
feast. The group
will be invited back
when the willows
turn golden.

Also visit the
beautiful new interpretative panel installed at the
beach near the picnic area. This panel describes how
artificial breaching of the lagoon affects wildlife, and
introduces you to a number of the fish and birds that
live in this important habitat. We’ll be on hand to
provide information about the lagoon and sandbar,
and how to help keep this environment healthy.
(continued on page 2)

After clearing
unwanted growth
along the banks, four new benches have been
strategically placed for optimum viewing pleasure.
These memorial benches, for long-time resident Dan
Kiedrowski, were donated by his estate under direct
guidance from Dan himself. (continued on page 2)

La Honda Educational Foundation
Harvest Dinner - September 16
The Pescadero Farmers Market continues
Thursdays from 3-7pm – all summer through
November 2nd – in Pescadero at 350 Stage Road,
across from the Community Church. Fresh and local
produce, live music, and children’s activities will be
present at every market.
Sunday, October 1st, Alice’s Restaurant & La
Honda Gardens present the 2nd annual Beer, Brats,
Burgers & Bands Festival from 12:30–5:30 pm.
The event will feature delicious barbecue, local
microbrews and wine, and live music. All proceeds
will benefit the La Honda Fire Brigade and the La
Honda Educational Foundation. For more
information, call Alice’s Restaurant at 650-851-0303,
or email harliegh@alicesrestaurant.com

Now is the time to get your
tickets if you don't already
have them!
Here is a sneak peak at
the hors d'oeuvres we will be
serving:
Smoked cantaloupe, prosciutto, Olive bread and goat
cheese sandwiches, and late summer gazpacho
Check out our Facebook page over the coming week
for the main courses!
https://www.facebook.com/LaHondaHarvestDinner/
Get your tickets at www.lahondakids.org
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The Duck's Pond Becomes Reflection Lake Again
(continued from page 1)
Every day Dan would walk down Laguna Drive to
feed the ducks. As he weakened, he wished there
were a couple places to sit and rest, to ponder and
marvel, along the lake. He began the process to
change that in discussions with me during his illness.
Thanks go to Cuesta's Guild Directors for allowing us
volunteers complete freedom in the process. All costs
were absorbed by donations and Dan's estate.

beginning, Adopt-a-Highway litter removal on Hwy.
84, and pampas/jubata grass removal throughout La
Honda and San Gregorio.
If you are
interested in
participating in
any of these
projects, or would
like to propose
further projects
which enhance the
health of the local
watershed, please send an email with your contact
detail to: sgerc@sanmateo.org

Once you get seated, there
are many joys to be found
as you peer across the
mirror-like surface.
There are still escaped
goldfish out there. And
besides the dragonflies, bullfrogs, and turtles, the bird
population has begun to expand again. This may be
only because we are now able to see them.
And of course, squawking loudly and always
seeking food, our very own young Mallards are
maturing. The males' perfect camouflage feathers are
turning from brown, black and cream to shimmering
greens, blues, and whites.
And there are, also and forever, the Coots feuding
over water rights!
The rarest to appear this last month were the
Pileated-bill Grebes and a family of Mergansers that
never left to continue on their migration. I have seen
the female frequently, the male occasionally, and the
youngster only once so far.
So it appears as if our little habitat is indeed very
inhabitable.
Eminent domain has usurped the land for the new
benches, casting shadows over Mr. and Mrs.
Gopher's antiquated and crumbling apartment
complex. I doubt they will move out.
The water lily invasion has begun again, as the
water level lowers. At the moment, a very lovely
additional adornment for our gem of a lake.
More improvements are planned. Keeping those
lilies in check has been added to the list.
Stay tuned and enjoy the view.

On Coastal Cleanup Day, tons of trash and
recyclables are removed from beaches, streams,
parks, schools, and other areas across California with
the help of community volunteers. Last year in San
Mateo County, 4,145 volunteers picked up more than
22,000 pounds of trash and nearly 4,000 pounds of
recyclables. The most common items are cigarette
butts and tobacco products, food wrappers, paper and
plastic bags, glass and plastic bottles, beverage cans,
and construction materials. SGERC will have all the
necessary supplies including reusable gloves and
buckets. If you like, bring your own sturdy gloves
and bucket to help reduce waste from the event. Wear
sturdy shoes and dress in layers since the weather can
be unpredictable. We will have refreshments for
volunteers.
Children welcome! We look forward to seeing
you at the beach! More info at:www.sgerc.org
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/cleanup/ /map

Guild Pool Daze

by Kathryn Ryan

Good news for swimmers! We plan to have the pool
open for "after hours" swimming for all of September
(weather permitting), and you can start swimming at
10 a.m., until sundown. No lifeguards on the
weekdays, so you must have passed the swim test to
get the gate code. Please don't give this out to people
who don't have it. We may need to change the code
if this happens, which is a great inconvenience.
Restrooms will be open weekdays from 12-4pm.
Weekends we will try to have lifeguards as much
as we can, but their availability is limited. Same
hours as before; 12-6pm. Please be patient if a
lifeguard works the whole day, they need a break
mid-afternoon, so the pool may be cleared of
swimmers for a brief time. Please be supportive that
they take care of themselves in this heat, too. I was
in the pool myself this week, and the water
temperature was just perfect, near 80 degrees.
Enjoy!!

Coastal Cleanup Day (continued from page 1)
SGERC sponsored this interpretative panel, installed
with the help of our local office of California State
Parks. If you are interested in helping offset the cost
of this panel, or any of our programs, you can make a
tax-deductible contribution by visiting our
website: www.sgerc.org (Tax ID # 94-3083465), or
donate at this event. Our activities include a monthly
stream monitoring program at several locations in the
watershed (now in its 17th year), a watershed
education program with local schools that is just
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Our Lady of
Refuge Church

Free Home Composting Workshop
Saturday September 9, 2017
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
La Honda Elementary School Garden
450 Sears Ranch Rd
La Honda, CA 94020
Do you want to start composting, or are you
currently composting and want to sharpen your
skills? Join us at the beautiful La Honda
Elementary School garden for a free workshop
through the County of San Mateo's
Sustainability Academy to learn the basics of
starting your own backyard and worm
composting systems!

seemed as
though Mother
Nature was
slowly
reclaiming everything that humans had created. It
was a quiet, reverent place. I noticed a wooden sign
announcing that Mass was held on Sundays at 10.
Lucky for us, today was Saturday.
We were all alone, I thought, except for
maybe the birds and squirrels. Suddenly, a man in a
long brown robe with a rope sash tied around his
waist walked toward the van. I felt an adrenaline
rush as anxieties from my Catholic school days
flooded through me. "Dennie, get up, get up," I
hissed in a whisper. I jumped up but my body ached
from awkward dance moves at Applejacks the night
before. The port-o-potty was full and I could hear it
sloshing around as I crawled from the bed to driver's
seat. The key was in the ignition. "Hurry, he’s
coming! Let’s get out of here," I exclaimed!
It was too late. As the man in the long robe
approached the van, I could see that he was an older
gentleman with a grey beard. I took a deep breath and
opened the window. "Hello Father", I mumbled as
guilt overwhelmed me. I started rambling, trying to
explain our situation and how we didn't want to drive
after having drinks the night before. "This is my
friend, Dennie, and we are visiting from Salt Lake
City." I was sure that we would be banished from the
church forever.
Norm at OLR
Church

Come see
demonstration
compost and
worm bins and
learn how to
easily turn
your food
scraps, leaves,
and plant
cuttings into
nutrient-rich compost that helps your garden
retain moisture, suppress weeds, and prevent soil
erosion, while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. It is rewarding to know you are
turning what some consider waste into a nutrient
rich organic material for your garden.
Rebates of $65 for compost or worm bins and
$15 for accessories are available to County
residents.
Admission is free, but space is limited! To
attend the workshop, please register at
https://compostworkshop90917.eventbrite.com.
For more information email
sustainability@smcgov.org or call
888.442.2666.

Then, the most
amazing thing
happened. The
priest, instead
of
reprimanding us, offered us fruit from a basket. "You
are welcome here friends,” he said in a kind and calm
voice. His words were so sublime! We accepted fruit
and the priest nodded as he slowly turned and walked
away.
This was a truly incredible experience and
another valuable lesson in La Honda. The courtesy
extended to us by a stranger was most profound. It
reaffirmed the feelings of good will and friendship
that I experienced with Norm during my first Easter
in La Honda. The fog was gone now and the sun was
streaking through the magnificent redwoods. Dennie
and I giggled as we drove away. The welcome gift
that we received that day at Our Lady of Refuge was
the most precious of all.

Our Lady of Refuge
A story by Christine Davison
Morning arrived quickly after a late night at
Applejacks. The fog lingered with the rising sun. We
were the only ones camping alongside an enormous
redwood tree in the dirt parking lot of Our Lady of
Refuge Church. Dennie was still sound asleep. From
the van window, I could see the pretty church
surrounded by a slightly overgrown, but beautiful
garden. It was a magical place with many different
plants and trees. What struck me most was how the
Stations of the Cross were adorned with old, gnarly
branches. Some had flowers poking through. It
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The 4' x 8' oak paneled sections were affixed to 2
x 6 beams and were HEAVY. Four men typically
were required to pry the panels from swimming pool
stands and carried an uncomfortable distance to
waiting pick-up trucks. Four panels per truck were
enough to cause occasional disengagement of pick-up
truck front ends while vehicles wound up the winding
Route 84 to La Honda.
On arrival in La Honda considerable ground
leveling and then floor laying and securing was
required on site of the footprint of the hoped-for fire
house. But it was done.
During the weekend celebration, bands played,
acts acted, awards were awarded, dancers danced and
altogether events did the old Flood floor proud.
The mornings after... Clean-up after the party was
often a bit of a downer
The dance floor was somewhat grumblingly
dismembered, loaded back on pick-up trucks and
convoyed back to Stanford.
Apparently return was NOT anticipated and plans
for the former storage area were already underway.
I proposed loading the dance floor panels back on
to pick-up trucks and hauling back to La Honda and
establishing a portable dance floor rental agency,
proceeds to go to the fire house building fund. I don't
know that there was actually a vote on this proposal,
but the convoy of
pick-up trucks
returned lighter
laden to La
Honda more or
less directly and
without further
communication
with me.

The Flood Floor (La Honda History)
by Dr. Theodore Rodgers, who lived in La Honda
from 1964-68. After receiving a PhD from Stanford,
Ted moved to Oahu, Hawaii to take up his post as
Assistant Professor at the University of Hawaii.
He has been a faculty member there since 1968 and
has been Professor of Psycholinguistics since 1976.
1967: We were planning an "Old Logging Days"
celebration in La Honda to help fund a fire station to
house the equipment belonging to our volunteer fire
brigade. Fund raisers typical of this period featured
local bands and local dance styles. The area
available for events was still pretty rough ground
where the future La Honda fire house would sit. So
part of the planning required some ground leveling
and acquisition of some sort of dance floor.
A quick survey of availability of rental dance
floors turned up only a couple of very pricey rental
agencies in the Bay Area.
I had seen on my way to the Stanford swimming
pool from my office on campus, some stacked panels
under the swimming pool seating area. These looked
to me like what I imagined portable dance sections
should look like. Upon inquiry in the swimming
program office, I found that indeed these were panels
of the type I imagined.
Apparently, James Flood (of the Flood Building
Flood's of San Francisco) had commissioned the
building of a substantial dance floor (16 4’ X 8’
flooring sections) for the wedding receptions (not
simultaneous) of two daughters. Nuptials having
been held, James Flood donated the dance floor
panels to Stanford. Stanford graciously accepted this
gift (and a number of other more portable gifts from
James Flood).
In my inquiries about possible borrowing of the
panels, I was directed to Chuck Taylor, Stanford
Athletic Director. According to Chuck Taylor the
dance floor had not been called into service since the
donation and, as noted, was stacked under the
swimming pool bleachers. Chuck said there was not
a problem (or little problem) from his end about
lending the dance floor for the benefit of better firefighting in La Honda and environs. However, he
thought an affirmation from James Flood would be
appropriate.
When contacted, James Flood (ultimately in
person) likewise said he had no problem with the
loan HOWEVER, that was wholly up to the
university. He had taken a tax write-off for the
donation so could not still make decisions regarding
the dance floors employment. Flood's office
contacted Chuck Taylor directly with the same
message. This was sufficient for Chuck to OK the
loan of the floor sections to the La Honda Fire
Brigade.

The author’s
granddaughter,
Amelia, did this
sketch based on
the story.
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Help the
La Honda Voice
Interested in writing
or helping in other
ways to keep this
paper going? This
paper has been
created and published
entirely by volunteers
of the Community and
printed by the
generosity of Puente.
Contact Bob
Dougherty at
747.0102 or
voice@lahonda.com

Personal at-home or out-n-about lessons; group classes for
all levels; small group outings combining; training,
exercising & socializing; dog assisted therapy - for people
and dogs; member of Assn of Pet Dog Trainers; member of
Newfoundland Club of America & of California
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm. Get a pizza
from noon until 7 pm. Want to order holiday meat? Order
by December 15th - Can call to order at 747-9722.

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Mountaintop to Waterfront
We’re here when you need us for your next real estate transaction
Offices in Half Moon Bay, La Honda and San Mateo
Gail Hafelfinger, 650-996-5354, BRE#01338252.

Dante Razzini 650-868-2593, BRE#01087277

LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

September 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from the
by calling venue: Alice’s - 851-0303
AJ’s - 747-0331, SG Store – 726-0565
3 Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1pm

4 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse,
4-5:30pm
Puente open
in La Honda,
2-5p

5
"Balance,
Stretch and
Tone" 10am
clubhouse

6 Zumba@LHES

10 Second Harvest
Food, OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Flying Sylvas 2-5p,

11 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse,
4-5:30pm
Puente open
in La Honda,
2-5p

12 "Balance,
Stretch and
Tone" 10am
clubhouse
Bookmobile, 12:30pm @Post
Office

17 Second Harvest
Food, OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Doug Adams 11-1p,
Circle R Boys 2-5p

18 Yoga with
Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30pm
Puente open
in La Honda,
2-5p

24 Second Harvest
Food, OLR, 12-1pm
San Gregorio Store:
Jay Howlett 11-1p
and Jones Gang 2-5p

25 Yoga
with Mary @
Clubhouse 45:30pm
Puente open
in LH, 2-5p

FRIDAY
1 Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

SATURDAY
2 Puente in LH, 10a-noon
Slow Flow Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

7 Yoga with Mary, 67:30pm, Clubhouse
Pescadero Farmer
Mkt, 3-7
Alices: Wing Family
Bookmobile, 33:45pm @ Post Office

8
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

9 Puente in LH, 10a-noon
San Greg. Store: Atkinson, etc..
11a-1p and Harmony Grits 3-6pm
Slow Flow Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a
Composting Workshop, 10a-noon

13 Cuesta BOD
Meet - 8:00p open
session
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm

14 Yoga with Mary,
6-7:30pm, Clubhouse
Pescadero Farmr Mkt,
3-7
Alices: TBA

15
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p
San Greg.
Store: The
Undergods 57pm

16 Puente in LH, 10a-noon
San Gregorio Store: Montara
Mountain Boys,11a-1p, Atkinson,2-5
Slow Flow Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a
Coastal Cleanup Day, 9a-noon
LHEF Harvest Dinner

19 Bookmobile,
1-2:30pm @
Post Office
"Balance,
Stretch and
Tone" 10am
clubhouse

20 Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm

21 Yoga with Mary,
6-7:30pm
Pescadero Farmer
Mkt, 3-7
Alices: Lisa & Breeze
Bookmobile, 33:45pm @ Post Office

22
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p

23 Puente in LH, 10a-noon
San Gregorio Store: Yours Truly
11-1p and Blue.2-5p
Restorative Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

26 "Balance,
Stretch and
Tone" 10am
clubhouse
Bookmobile,
11:30-12:45pm
@ LHE & 1:002:30p @ LH PO

27 Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm

28 Yoga with Mary,
6-7:30pm
Pescadero Farmer
Mkt, 3-7
Alices: Scott Cooper

29
Puente open in
La Honda, 2-5p
San Gregorio
Store: Three on
the Tree -5-7p

30 Puente in LH, 10a-noon
San Gregorio Store: Gary
Horseman, etc. 11-1p and Bundy
Brown 2-5p
Restorative Yoga with Jamie,
clubhouse, 9-10:30a

6-7pm with Siobhan
Puente open in La
Honda, 3-5pm

