The La Honda Voice
September 2020 - Always Free!

La Honda Avoids Devastating
California Fires

COVID in San Mateo County
COVID Update

This map shows the
numerous fires in
California after the August
16-17th lightning storm.
The town of La Honda
was able to avoid the
deadly fires that impacted
the State this past month.
A series of intense
lightning storms came
through the state on August
16-17th, just following a
historic, record-breaking
heatwave. The thunderstorm produced about 11,000
lightning bolts, which started hundreds of fires. As of
September 3, 2020, a total of 7,414 fires have burned
1,825,176 acres in the state, which has already made
this the second-largest fire season in California
history. The number of firefighters and their
resources were stretched thin to attack the numerous
fires. On August 18, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom
declared a California state of emergency.
One of these wildfires caused by several lightning
strikes, named the CZU Lightning Complex, is still
burning in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties. CZU
refers to the CalFire designation for its San MateoSanta Cruz Unit. The fire includes two separate fires
which were being tracked as the Warnella and
Waddell fires until they merged. As of September 3rd,
the CZU fires have burned 85,746 acres and is 48%
contained. So far 1,490 structures have been
destroyed and there has been one fire-related fatality.
A number of historic buildings have been destroyed
in Big Basin Redwoods State Park. Luckily, the
heroic effort by the firefighters and wind direction
has prevented its spread as far north as La Honda.
The lingering concern is that this is only the
beginning of wildfire season in California. The
season won’t end until the rains come, months from
now. The fires and evacuation of the area should be a
wake-up call to the possibility of future wildfires near
La Honda.

San Mateo county reported 79
new COVID-19 case on
September 3, which increases
the total county cases to 8390.
There have been 132 people
who have died of the COVID19 virus in the county so far.
More information on recent state and county rules
allowing limited school re-in the county continues on
page 5.

Puente Activities &
Events
San Mateo County Local Assistance Center
Located at:
Pescadero
Elementary
School, 620 North Street, Pescadero, CA 94060
A Local Assistance Center will be open seven days
a week starting Wednesday, September 2, from 10:00
am–7:00 pm. The center will be staffed by
representatives from FEMA, as well as several state
and county agencies including Departments of
Insurance, Motor Vehicles, Public Records, and
Public Health. Resources available for those
impacted by the fire include information about
financial assistance, short-term housing, replacement
of vital records, debris removal and more. No
appointment is needed.
Resources for Individuals and Families Affected
by the CZU August Lighting Complex Fire
San Mateo County, Puente, and several other
agencies and organizations have resources
available—including food, clothing, financial
support, and health and counseling services for South
Coast residents who have been affected by the recent
fires. A full list of resources with links can be found
on the Puente web site at www.mypuente.org.
(continued on page 2)
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Puente Activities & Events
(continued from page 1)

wildfire, our community continues to come together
with amazing resiliency. We look forward to Puente’s
Annual Fall Harvest 2021, when we can celebrate
together again.

Resources for Individuals and
Families Affected by the CZU
August Lighting Complex Fire,
continued

Local BLM Protests Continue
from Vicki Skinner
"We have been too quiet for too long. There comes a
time when you have to say something. You have to
make a little noise. You have to move your feet. This
is the time." -John Lewis

Supporting agencies include:
• Coastside Hope
• ALAS-Ayudando Latinos a Soñar
• Samaritan House in San Mateo
For referrals and more information, call the Puente
office at 650-879-1691. For people seeking
counseling, health, or safety net services such as
financial assistance, we ask that you please make an
appointment in advance.
Puente is accepting in-kind donations of essential
goods only at this time. Due to limited space in La
Honda, we are encouraging people to bring donations
to the Pescadero Puente office. We are currently
accepting:
• clothing (must be new or washed)
• intimate wear and socks (brand new)
• toiletries
• PPE equipment (gloves, mask, hand
sanitizer, wipes)
• water
Max Cohen is coordinating these donations for us at
this time, and can be reached for more information by
email at mcohen@mypuente.org.

BLM in San Gregorio (photo from Vicki Skinner)
Please join us at our weekly, local BLM protests. We
meet every Saturday from noon - 1 PM until the
election.
Schedule:
September 5th - San Gregorio
September 12th - La Honda
September 19th – Skylonda
September 26th - Half Moon Bay
October 3rd - San Gregorio
October 10th - La Honda
October 1 th – Skylonda
October 24th - Half Moon Bay
October 31st - San Gregorio

Puente’s Fall Harvest 2020 has been canceled
We are so grateful for
all the support that
everyone has
provided to Puente
and the South Coast
community this
challenging year.
It is with our deepest
regrets that we have decided to cancel Puente’s
Annual Fall Harvest Celebration this year. As a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we started planning a
virtual event. Unfortunately, given the current CZU
wildfire emergency, we believe this is not the best
time to host our annual event. Instead, we will focus
our staff and resources to continue providing relief
for our neighbors and partnering with the county and
other organizations to provide financial support and
other resources to those who suffered losses.

BLM in San Gregorio (photo by Sue Henkin-Hass)
Locations:
Half Moon Bay:
corner of Main Street
and State Route 92
San Gregorio: San
Gregorio corner of
Stage Road and Hwy
84 (In Front of the
Stage Stop)
La Honda: 8865 La
Honda Rd, La Honda,
CA (In the parking lot
in front of the Post
office)
Skylonda: Skylonda - Corner of La Honda Road
(Hwy 84) and Skyline Blvd (State Route 35),
Woodside, CA

We are disappointed that we will not be able to get
together and celebrate with Puente’s participants,
volunteers, donors, and partners. Despite the
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and the CZU
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“San Gregorio Starfish” –
our Coastal Cleanup group name

information/coastal-cleanup-day
Next, download the CleanSwell app to get started.
It's fun and easy to use. Create an account and use the
group name “San Gregorio Starfish” to keep our data
together in the database. When done with your
cleanup, be sure to hit “Submit” so the data will be
uploaded to the Ocean Conservancy. You do not need
to have wifi or cell connection at the time, the data
will be uploaded automatically once you’re within
wifi or cell range.
It’s easiest to go out in pairs – one person picking
up litter, the other doing the logging. It’s a great
activity for families. If you‘d like help with the
CleanSwell app or need supplies or trash pickup,
contact me: Neil Panton; sgerc@sanmateo.org or by
phone (650) 726-2499.
links:
https://www.airnow.gov/?city=La%20Honda&state=
CA&country=USA
https://www.purpleair.com/map?opt=1/mAQI/a10/cC
0&select=4343#11.37/37.3114/-122.2393

by Neil Panton
It’s a little incongruous to think about litter
removal in the midst of a pandemic following a
frightening wildfire evacuation, but it might bring a
little normalcy back to your life. As the air quality
continues to improve, it might be good to get
outdoors and participate in this year’s “any day in
September” cleanup event. Please monitor AirNow or
PurpleAir before going outside for extended periods.
See links below.

A Huge THANK YOU to the La Honda
Fire Brigade, CalFire, and other
Firefighters and Sheriffs

AirNow and PurpleAir apps provide air quality
information
Rather than gather in a large group, cleanup will
be all of September and utilize the CleanSwell app to
log and submit data. Clean up around your house,
your neighborhood, or a nearby trail or park. Pretty
simple. It’s a
cool app, and it
can be used all
year long to
help the Ocean
Conservancy
track trends in
litter. The
information
helps their
efforts to bring
available
resources and
funding to the
most critical
areas.

The La Honda Voice wants to thank all the
firefighters who gave up their time and risked their
health and lives to fight these recent fires and keep us
safe. For most of us in La Honda, we haven’t had to
worry about fires this close to our homes, so the fire
and resulting evacuation was hopefully a wakeup call
about preparedness. The San Mateo County sheriffs
worked with the firefighters to ensure people were
evacuated out of dangerous areas and kept out
potential looters.
Thank you again
La Honda Fire
Brigade Chief Ari
Delay and the rest
of the fire brigade
and sheriffs.
(photo from Vicki
Skinner)
Now that you
have first-hand
seen the
important work that the La Honda Fire Brigade does,
consider becoming a member for $60 or more per
year. 70% of the LHFB operating budget is from tax
deductible donations, so it cannot operate without
this support. If you are a homeowner, the fire station
in town considerably lowers your fire insurance
premiums. Go to the LHFB website to donate.

The Ocean
Conservancy
CleanSwell App
Check out the short video for Coastal Cleanup
2020 - https://youtu.be/-Zg7AfmIesI, and register with
me (your local team captain). Search for Coastal
Cleanup Day at smchealth.org, or use the link here:
https://www.smchealth.org/general-
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Random Acts of Kindness

his helpful updates on NextDoor as well as Chris
Connor, who I don’t know but heard did amazing
tractor work along with Arturo Hernandez and people
from Cross Ranch and TomKat Ranch who helped to
prevent the spread of the fire.
If I have left anyone out, I apologize. I also think
a shout out goes to the Red Cross, especially Gale
and Pam at the Marriott for providing meals, shelter,
and kind words during these trying times, as well as
the Marriott itself. At no time did I feel
unsafe. Everyone wore masks, and they bent over
backwards to help their guests. And the Random Act
of kindness award also goes to the many, many
friends who helped us and lent us support - John and
Edie Barger, shout out to you!
I Love La Honda!!!
If you have seen
or experienced a Random Act of Kindness, please
contact Vicki Skinner at victoriaskinner@creativelearning-strategies.com with the details.

by Vicki Skinner
At the beginning of August, I had a couple of
winners for the monthly random act of kindness
nomination. First up were Grant Kern and Liam
Hussey and crew for replacing the bridge on the
Roquena Trail. Not only did they replace it, but
made it better. Thanks guys, for all your hard
work. Next on my list was Ari Delay and the many
volunteers who made the chipper program the
best/quietest/cleanest that it has ever been, and the
quickest. This time, they left the field immaculate.
After a week or so of hot sun and quiet, I
considered the pool monitors at the Cuesta Pool. I
know they get paid, but Charlie, Emma, Jenna and
Katie deserve a special thanks for bringing me and
the pool pod crew sanity and sun, safely.
In the
second half
of August,
the CZU
Lightening
Fires
threatened
our homes
and, in
some cases,
our
lives. The
picture
above says
it all. The
sign brought tears to many residents' eyes. I couldn’t
believe that the La Honda Fire Brigade took the time
to make this sign when clearly they had many more
pressing things to do.

…Other Acts of Kindness
by Kathryn Ryan
Being a CERT volunteer, I was texted on Tuesday,
August 18th and alerted that volunteers were
needed. I went in before 6 pm, and my first task was
to drive up to Alice's to pick up 20 dinners for our
firefighters. Easy! (I knew I would never be near the
fires.)
So I get up there, and announce that I am to pick
up the dinners for the LHFB. Some masked man I
have never seen before says "Wait, you are getting
dinners for the LHFB? I want to pay for them!". I'm
like "who are you?", and he wouldn't give me his
name. I never saw his face, but he happily paid for all
their meals, and this was day 1.
The next day, Wednesday, I was at the fire house
answering the phone. Someone called up wanting to
make a donation, which I couldn't process. So I
suggested Alice's. As many of you know by now,
Alice’s had to quit taking donations the next week
because they had $26,000! And I heard Andy was
driving all the meals to the firefighters, through
smoke and danger, himself. Other people stopped by
on Wednesday, wanting to help out, but only CERT
trained folk were allowed. We were short on
volunteers, some had already evacuated Alpine, and
others had gone to their normal jobs. Eventually
some CERT folks from HMB came to help out. I
believe there is a sign-up list for anyone wanting to
get into the next training. Contact Kat Moazed or go
to www.lahondafire.org.
What a great community we live in, and how
blessed we are that it survived! Many other people
also helped in their own ways.

So a huge heartfelt thank you to Ari Delay and the
rest of the La Honda Volunteer Fire Brigade. Also,
recognition to the Loma Mar Volunteer Brigade who
battled back the fire at the edge of their little
town. Cal Fire is awesome for working tirelessly and
keeping us updated and informed, as well as
volunteer fire fighters from many states across the
nation.
I would also like to thank many individuals who
went the extra mile for neighbors, friends, and in
some cases, strangers because it was the right thing to
do. Their names in no particular order are Andy and
Jamie Kerr from Alice’s Restaurant for feeding
firefighters and those who didn’t or couldn’t
evacuate, neighbors Lloyd and Mary Green for
watering gardens, and Joann Watkins, Bobby Souza,
and Joe McEvoy, for patrolling for looters, Jeff and
Kate Haas from Loma Mar Store, Jason Skinner for
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…But Wait there is More to Come in
2020…PG&E Blackouts Besides wildfire

COVID Update (continued from page 1)
Labor Day Update from SMC Health
Officer
(excerpts from
https://www.smcgov.org/pressrelease/health-officer%E2%80%99sholiday-message-county-parksreopen-update-county-response-covid-19)
San Mateo County Health Officer Dr. Scott Morrow
reminds San Mateo County residents… “As we
approach the holiday weekend, I can’t stress enough
the need for social distancing, face coverings, and
avoiding gatherings. While Labor Day is usually a
time for family events and backyard barbecues, this
year COVID-19 requires us all to celebrate
differently – by staying in our household groups,
avoiding others if we go outside, and wearing a face
covering any time we are in public. Our return to
normalcy in San Mateo County depends on these
measures. We’ve made progress, but we still have a
long way to go. And we’ve all got be responsible and
safe this weekend. Our comeback depends on all of
us.”…
… Some California State parks and beaches in San
Mateo County remain closed due to area fires…
Pescadero Creek, Sam McDonald and Memorial
parks are contained in the mandatory evacuation zone
of the CZU Lightning Complex fire and remain
closed…
… San Mateo County’s no-cost COVID-19 testing is
available without restriction to anyone and without
regard to insurance coverage. It is advisable to
schedule an appointment up to 72-hours in advance
with Verily/Project Baseline,
at https://bit.ly/2xk73OL
… Residents with non-medical, non-emergency
questions about the coronavirus can call 211 or 800273-6222 at any time, day or night.”

preparedness,
another related
preparedness is
for the
blackouts that
we experienced
in the later part
of last year.
Blackouts occur in some areas because of the heavy
use of air conditioning during heat waves and other
areas when very dry and windy conditions increase
the fire danger. The La Honda area is most
concerned about the later situation.
Some people in the La Honda area have installed
solar with a battery backup on their homes while
others have purchased generators to keep their lights
on and refrigerator running. PG&E has already
warned that outages could last days.
Some PG&E recommendations:
- Update your contact information with PG&E so you
can be notified when an event could impact your
home or business. Visit pge.com/mywildfirealerts or
call 1-866-743-6589 to update your contact
information.
- Create a safety plan for all members of your family,
including pets
- Stock supplies for a week – include flashlights, first
aid supplies, food, water and cash.
- Fully charge your mobile phone
- Make sure any backup power sources are ready to
safely operate (test them out beforehand)
- Have flashlights available for your household
- Have a battery-powered or crank radio
- Stock up on the right batteries for items you rely on
- Keep cash on hand and a full tank of gas. ATMs
and gas stations may not be available during an
outage.
- Keep emergency numbers handy
- Plan for medical needs like medications that require
refrigeration or devices that need power.
- Freeze large containers of water to keep food cold
during an outage.
- Fully charge your medical device(s) and consider
securing backup power if you rely on power for your
device(s).

State and County Allow Limited School
Reopening
San Mateo County schools can
now request a waiver to bring
students between kindergarten
through sixth grade back to
school campuses. Officials from
the La Honda-Pescadero Unified
School District have not yet
decided whether students will be allowed to return.
Even the remote school year are being re-started
because of the fire evacuations. The State has also
made an in-class exception for special education and
English language students based on the premise that
these groups will be smaller, and therefore safer, and
the students can benefit more by this arrangement.

A suitable
meme for 2020
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Evacuation Order Lifted for La Honda,
but for How Long?

- Birds are particularly susceptible and should not be
allowed outside when
smoke or particulate
matter are present.
- Let dogs and cats
outside only for brief
bathroom breaks if air
quality alerts are in
effect.
- Avoid intense outdoor
exercise during periods of poor air quality. Exercise
pets when dust and smoke has settled.
- Have a pet evacuation kit ready, and include your
animals in your disaster preparedness planning.”
- Also make sure your pets are chipped

Most of the areas with mandatory evacuations in
San Mateo county were lifted last week, including La
Honda, although there are
still closed areas where the
fires are still active. The
website smcgov.org/smcwildfire-recovery allows residents of the fire zones to
know when they can return to their homes.
Although it is unlikely that another electrical
storm will create the unprecedented number of fires
in California, such as the CZU Lightning complex
fire, it is important that we are prepared and vigilant
for another fire. After all, the fire season has just
begun for 2020.
This is the perfect time for clearing any remaining
fuel around structures and being prepared to leave
with important belongings on short notice. Last
month’s La Honda Voice had a short article on
wildfire preparedness (on lahonda.com website) or go
to readyforwildfire.org for more complete
information.

The Sad Story of Tad Jones, who
Perished in the CZU Complex Fire
“Even for Last Chance, a
rugged community in the
forests above the Pacific Ocean
where residents mill their own
lumber and grow their own
food, Tad Jones was
particularly ascetic. He
shunned electricity and
plumbing. He once spent a year living in the hollow
base of a redwood tree. For decades he took a vow of
silence, scrawling in notebooks or on a tiny
chalkboard when he had something to say.
If anyone could outsmart a wildfire, friends
thought it would be Mr. Jones, 73. He had turned
countless times to that same path, which leads to the
Big Basin Redwoods State Park and its towering,
2,000-year-old trees. But the fire outmaneuvered
him…” (story at https://www.nytimes.com
/2020/08/31/us/fires-california-monk-tad-jones-lastchance-santa-cruz.html )

Local Road Closures
Local road closures can be found at
https://www.smcgov.org/smc-wildfire-response
As of September 4th, road closures still include parts
of Pescadero Creek road, Highway 1 between Gazos
creek and Ano
Nuevo, and
Portola
Heights at
Skyline. The
roads are also
blocked on
Stage Rd at
Highway 1 & Highway 84 at Highway 1.

Survival of Redwoods in Big Basin

Protecting Pets Before/During/After
Wildfires

( excerpt from
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/nationalinternational/2000-year-old-redwoods-survivewildfire-at-calif-s-oldest-state-park/2351462/ )
“When a massive wildfire swept through
California’s oldest state park last week it was feared
many trees in a grove of old-growth redwoods, some
of them 2,000 years old and among the tallest living
things on Earth, may finally have succumbed…But
an Associated Press reporter and photographer hiked
the renowned Redwood Trail at Big Basin Redwoods
State Park on Monday and confirmed most of the
ancient redwoods had withstood the blaze. Among
the survivors is one dubbed Mother of the Forest…”

(excerpts from https://www.avma.org/resources/petowners/emergencycare/wildfire-smoke-and-animals )
“As irritating as smoke can be to people, it can cause
health problems for animals as well. Smoke from
wildfires and other large blazes affects pets, horses,
livestock and wildlife. If you can see or feel the
effects of smoke yourself, you also should take
precautions to keep your animals – both pets and
livestock – safe.
- Keep pets indoors as much as possible, and keep
your windows shut.
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Wildlife in a Wildfire
(excerpts from
https://www.nationalforests.org/blog/what-happensto-wildlife-during-a-wildfire)
“Who can forget the
iconic forest fire scene
in the Disney’s Bambi?
For many young
children, myself
included, this is the first
exposure to wildfire.
Adorable and helpless bunnies, possums and deer
running from a fire set by a man. So, what exactly is
the impact of forest fires on wildlife? It turns out that
like most things in life, it’s a mixed bag. On one
hand, wildfire is a natural part of the ecosystem in the
western United States, and wildlife has a long
relationship with it. Some species even benefit from
the blazes. On the other hand, of course fire can be
dangerous to animals and plants that can’t outrun it.
Some animals do die in the flames of wildfires,
mostly the elderly and very young animals who can’t
escape. However, the majority of wildlife mortalities
come after the fire is out, due to the loss of important
habitat and food sources burned in the fire. The burns
create a new type of habitat, usually open areas
where dense forests used to be that are quickly
colonized by grasses and shrubs. This creates an
opportunity for invasive species to move in before
native species get the chance, which can have
harmful impacts on the landscape.
Wildfire causes wildlife to move, avoiding flames
and searching for new habitat. This migration can
cause animals to wander into densely human
populated areas and come into contact with humans
they would normally avoid. However, there are many
positives to wildlife and the ecosystem at large as
well.
Animals have a honed sense of danger, so when
wildfire occurs, most animals sense it and can run
away or stand in streams to avoid the hazard. Smaller
animals take cover in logs, under rocks, or by burying
themselves in the dirt. Some animal predators even
capitalize on the fire, and have been observed hunting
smaller animals who are fleeing the fire. Another
positive impact from wildfires is that some species,
like the jack pine, rely on fire to release their seeds.
Ashes that the fire leaves behind fertilize the soil for
the seeds can grow. Fire suppression over the past
century has led to dense, overgrown forests, and fire
removes dead and diseased plants, allowing more
sunlight to reach the ground. Healthy small fires lead
to ‘islands’ of different microhabitats, which
increases biodiversity which in turn increases the
resiliency of the ecosystem…”

Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com for content
questions and Lisa Mateja of Puente at
LMateja@mypuente.org for advertising
…and a big thanks to Puente for printing the La Honda
Voice!

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excepts from other news
sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you
seek out and support the original source of the article. Links to
these sources will always be provided. You can go to
lahonda.com to download the Voice and copy/paste these links
into browser.
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Interest rates have trended toward 3.1% for a 30-year fixed mortgage – and the mid-peninsula remains
strong!
Note Gail Hafelfinger has a new email address: ghafelfinger@intero.com
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