The La Honda Voice
September 2021 - Always Free!

The La Honda Arts and Music Fair has
been Cancelled

Rev. Swiss Hart, Rest in Peace
Longtime La Honda resident Rev. Swiss Hart
recently passed away. A photo and obituary (below)
was posted by her husband, Edward Tichy.
“August 21st, 2021
Rev. Swiss Hart
passed peacefully to be
with her savior, Jesus
Christ.
She is survived by her
loving husband Edward,
compassionate brother
David, beloved daughter
Gentry Rea, and
extended family in South
Texas. All of us who
were fortunate to have
known her and able to
share our lives with her journey on this earth will
always remember her humor, honesty, and kindness
to all. (Continued on page 2)

Kristen Lindstrom informed the LH Voice that the La
Honda Arts and Music Fair, scheduled for September
10-12th, has been cancelled until June of next year.
Considering the ongoing COVID concerns, this
decision is not totally unexpected.

…but Flea Market still
scheduled for
September 18th
From Katherine Wright
Mark your calendars for the upcoming La Honda
Flea Market on Saturday, September 18th from 9 AM
- 4 PM. Whether you're looking to reserve a space to
sell your wares or are in the market to shop, we're
looking forward to seeing you. The Flea Market is a
great chance to catch a good deal and catch up
with your neighbors. We'll be hosting the event in the
field next to the firehouse.
If you want to reserve a spot to sell items, go to
www.lahondafire.org for more information. After
making your $25 payment, you will be directed to the
registration form. A map is available on the form.
Make your top three space selections and submit. You
will receive a confirmation of your space.

Vic Hill, 1947-2021, Rest in Peace
Vic Hill, a longtime
La Honda resident,
passed away on
August 14th.
There will be a
gathering to honor
him on Sept 11th at
1pm on the La
Honda Cafe Patio.
Vic’s sister, Chris Amorebieta, provided photos and
an obituary for Vic:
“C. Victor Hill - Vic Hill was born on November 20,
1947 in Boise, Idaho to the parents of Robert H. and
C. Marie Hill, and passed away at the age of 73 on
August 14, 2021 from colon cancer. Vic was
educated in Boise schools and graduated from Borah
High School in 1966.” (Continued on page 2)

COVID-19 Drive-Thru Testing: September 14th
from 3:30-5:00 PM at Pescadero High School. Call
650-262-5989 to make an appointment.
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Vic Hill, 1947-2021, Rest in Peace
(continued from page 1)

every day to the fullest as if it were her last.
There is a foundation in her name for deserving
adolescents and teenagers in the SF By Area who
aspire to follow their dreams in the arts.”

… “After graduation Vic moved
to California and attended Orange
Coast College. He moved to
northern California and fell in love
with La Honda.
Vic had many passions in his life
and you could say he had a great
passion for life. Vic loved hunting
and fishing with his Grandpa Crandal and spent many
summers in Cascade, Idaho with him. Vic loved
horticulture, collecting and refinishing antique guns,
and many other hobbies along the way. Vic was a
skilled carpenter which he inherited those skills from
his Grandpa Crandal.
Vic’s greatest passion was for philosophy and the
love of wisdom. There was not a person he met that
he couldn’t strike up a conversation with and could
spend hours debating most any subject with his
friends. Vic loved his friends and if someone needed
help he was always there. He also loved his family
and never missed a single Christmas in Idaho.
Survivors include his sister Chris Amorebieta and
husband Lou of Boise; nephews Randy Amorebieta
and his wife Keri of Boise, and Kevin Amorebieta
and his wife Katie of Sandpoint. Vic was preceded in
death by his parents.”

Many people shared their thoughts about Swiss on
the La Honda Nextdoor Message Board. Here are a
few:
“she was an incredible human being who showed me,
the town of la Honda and every soul she met love and
respect.”
“To my irrepressible, irreplaceable, incomparable friend,
Swiss Mix. I will miss you, always”
“Sing, dance and play your BEAUTIFUL music for all
of the Angels that are there waiting for you our Sweet
Swissy Soul to come home...”
“What A Beautiful Heart & Soul.”

COVID-19 Update
Thanks to Joseph Kral
who posts the most
informative updates on
COVID-19 on the LH
Message Board (this
posted 29 Aug 2021)
“… Delta Covid is easily spread in enclosed spaces
through the air. It is nearly as infectious as measles. A
measles infection provides lifetime immunity, but
Covid can infect multiple times. With good medical
care, the 3-month case mortality rate is in the 1-2%
range. With poor health care or overwhelmed health
facilities, it can rise above 10%. It is currently above
2% in a number of states…
…data in a CDC report shows the 1918-1919 flu
pandemic infected about 500 million people
worldwide and killed between 50-100 million. This is
a similar case mortality as Covid with inadequate
medical care…
…The CDC MMWR report for August 27
documents a school transmission of Delta. An
unvaccinated elementary school teacher removed her
mask to read a story to 24 masked students. The
teacher tested positive two days later. Eight of the ten
students in the first two rows nearest the teacher
tested positive. Four of the 14 students in the back
three rows tested positive. The school was following
all recommendations including open windows and air
filtration. A total of 27 cases were traced to the index
case including three in fully vaccinated adults. A
CDC funded study indicates that 75% of elementary
school students could be infected by Delta within 3
months without universal masking in schools…
… US case growth has peaked at a million per
week. Weekly deaths are still climbing rapidly with
about 10,000 per week in the US…”

Many people shared their thoughts about Vic on the
La Honda Google Message Board. Here are excerpts
from a few:
“He was really a master gardener -- and, when he did
carpentry many years ago, a very detail focused
craftsman. He was a many layered individual and
very unique and so very much a part of the landscape
of our town.”
“He had an artist’s soul.”
“He shared his open heart with all he encountered
and will be missed.”
“…his careful nurturing of Japanese Maples become
a fine legacy.”
Rev. Swiss Hart, Rest in Peace
(continued from page 1)
… “her last wish was to spread her
ashes at a special place in the San
Lorenzo River, where the cascading
water dances, glistens in the light,
and sings harmoniously with nature
before continuing its westward
journey to the Pacific Ocean.
Swiss was an accomplished musician, ballroom
dancer, actor, comedian, and humanitarian, She lived
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No One Told Me – poem by Christine Page

Sept. 18th is Coastal Cleanup Day - Be
the Cigarette Butt Champion!

Christine Page, a frequent contributor to the La
Honda Voice, wrote a poem dedicated to her local
friend Karl after learning of his passing.

San Gregorio
Environmental
Resource Center
(SGERC) invites
you to join us at
San Gregorio State
Beach on Coastal
Cleanup Day,
September 18th from 9:00 - 12:00. This is an annual
event sponsored by the California Coastal
Commission, San Mateo County Environmental
Health, Ocean Conservancy and many others. Each
year thousands of pounds of trash and recyclables are
removed from our beaches, parks, schools, and
neighborhoods by volunteers like you.
This will be an outdoor event, but since we’re still
in COVID times, we’ll be taking extra precautions to
keep everyone safe and distant. Please bring masks,
gloves, sturdy shoes, sunscreen and layered clothing
as the weather can be unpredictable. We encourage
the use of reusable materials for the event, such as
buckets, water bottles, and sturdy gloves, but can
provide bags and gloves if needed. We’ll have plenty
of water to keep you hydrated and hand cleaner and
sanitizer.
Volunteers are encouraged to work in pairs with
one picking up trash while the other records the data.
This record allows the state to know how best to
allocate resources to fight pollution in our streams
and oceans. In the past, items of concern have been
Styrofoam and plastics. This year the focus will be on
tobacco products, with prizes for collecting the most
cigarette butts or other tobacco products. We’ll also
have info about the safe consumption of fish for
people of all ages, the current Seafood Watch for the
West Coast, and how to safely dispose of household
hazardous waste. Parking is free for volunteers, and
young people are welcome!
SGERC’s activities include a monthly stream
monitoring program in the watershed (now in its 20th
year), a Watershed Education Program with our
elementary schools, litter removal on Hwy. 84, and
pampas/jubata grass removal throughout La Honda
and San Gregorio.
If you're interested in participating in any of these
projects, or know of ways to further enhance the
health of our beautiful watershed, please send an
email to Neil Panton at sgerc@sanmateo.org
We look forward to seeing you at the beach!

No One Told Me
I looked for you at the San Gregorio General Store
You weren’t there
I looked for you a few weeks later,
You still were not there
You were missing from your usual place,
Sitting outside on the windowsill,
While cows continued to graze on the hillside
And the Claddagh band played
I wanted to talk, like before, about the airlines
Your retirement as a mechanic
My pandemic leave of absence
Your planned motorcycle trip across the country
Were you riding the open road, I wondered
Wind flowing through your hair
Your eyes squinting in the sun
Somewhere enjoying retirement, listening to music?
Has the pandemic kept you away?
I started asking friends about you
But no one answered,
No one seemed to know
Selfishly, I wanted to talk
Needed a friend
Wanted someone to listen, as you always did
And you weren’t there
I looked across the meadow from the empty
windowsill
And for a moment, I felt your presence
Then a deep feeling of sadness came over me
Because no one told me that you were gone

Reducing Exposure to Smoke
Although there are
currently no nearby fires,
smokes from distant fires
can still affect the local air
quality and your health.
To find the current air
quality condition, go to
https://www.purpleair.com/
or https://fire.airnow.gov/

More info at: www.sgerc.org
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/cleanup/ /map
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PG&E Warns of “more frequent, longerduration power outages”

La Honda Market New Ownership
The new owners of the
La Honda Market
introduced themselves on
the La Honda message
board:
“Hello Friends, I’d like to
introduce myself and Ricky. We’re the new owners of
the La Honda Market as of July 1. We are very
excited to come to this wonderful hidden gem of a
town. We welcome all customers, please feel free to
give us your suggestions on how we can improve the
business to better serve our community. We’ve
received a lot of feedback and are working on
fulfilling all requests. We’re very excited to be here
and have received a warm welcome from the people
we have met.”
Stop by the store and say “hi” to James and Ricky.

From PG&E:
“Due to the
unprecedented
drought and
extremely dry
conditions, Pacific
Gas and Electric
Company (PG&E)
is taking
additional action
to further protect customers and communities this
wildfire season. One of the actions we are taking is to
update settings on equipment in your community to
more quickly and automatically turn off power if an
object strikes a line or there is an issue with the
equipment. This is called a “fast trip” setting and it
reduces the risk of a potential wildfire. This setting
will be used when wildfire potential is the greatest,
most often in late summer and fall.
These recent updates make the electric system
safer, and further reduce wildfire risks, but may result
in more frequent, longer-duration power outages. For
safety, crews must inspect the entire power line
circuit and perform any necessary repairs before
power is restored. In some cases, you may see
helicopters performing aerial inspections. Please
note: if you have power lines on your property, we
may need access in order to restore power.
We know that it is a burden to be without power.
That is why we are working hard to notify customers
that an outage has occurred, reduce inspection times
to restore power quickly and adjust device sensitivity
to minimize the outages you experience.
Importantly,
outages that
result from the
fast trip setting
enhancements
are not Public
Safety Power
Shutoffs (PSPS). They are not due to strong, dry
offshore winds. A PSPS is proactively turning off
power during severe weather and includes
notification before power is shutoff. These fast trip
outages are the result of operational safety settings
where PG&E is adjusting the way the grid responds
to an object striking the line or other equipment issue.
We are taking these actions due to the extreme
drought conditions and increased wildfire risk.
To learn more about PG&E’s Community Wildfire
Safety Program, visit pge.com/wildfiresafety …
For tips and resources available to help you prepare
for any outage, visit safetyactioncenter.com.”

Burglary in La Honda
A home on Laguna Drive was
burglarized in the beginning of
August. There have been other
recent reports of more
opportunist thefts, like unlocked
bicycles, but this is a much less common event.
Nathan, the owner, said, “A lot was stolen,
everything from computers to kitchen appliances to
file boxes with my passport, mortgage documents,
family photos, etcetera.”
Nathan wondered if anyone had security camera
footage of the road around the time of the burglary
that might help identify the perpetrators. (Contact
info here:
https://groups.google.com/g/lahondadigest/
c/NOI5R2TeBvM/m/n4fdSyrZAAAJ )
Vigilance about suspicious activities can help
prevent burglaries and catch criminals.

La Honda residents wary of 'hazardous'
overgrowth along Highway 84 in the
midst of fire season
Select the link below to understand how La Honda
residents want Caltrans to be more responsive to their
requests to clear vegetation. There is an increased fire
concern after the recent CZU Lightning Complex
fires and the past dry winter. There is still much
invasive and very flammable Scotch broom along
Highway 84, which is the only route through town.
Article interviews include locals Patty Mayall, Liz
Chapman, and Cindy Crowe-Urgo.
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2021/08/06/lahonda-residents-grow-wary-of-hazardousovergrowth-along-highway-84-in-the-midst-of-fireseason
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La Honda Indivisible

HIP Housing’s Calendar Contest is Back!

Sue Henkin-Haas was contacted by the Pacifica
Voice paper to write an article about the La Honda
Indivisible group. Her response was:
“The Indivisible movement arose in 2016 after
Trump got elected to office. Thousands of local
Indivisible groups formed with the mission “to elect
progressive leaders, rebuild our democracy, and
defeat the Trump agenda.” www.indivisible.org
I joined the La Honda Indivisible group shortly
after Trump got elected. When Trump was elected
people woke up. It began a wave of activism. No
longer could we be complacent.
The Indivisible movement is a grass-roots movement.
It is the place where each of us, as individuals, can
have a voice. We are not told what we can or cannot
say by a higher-up. We are the People. As Bernie
Sanders says “We must always remember that change
almost never happens from the top down, it happens
from the bottom up.” ( full response at lahonda.com
and in pacificavoice.us/#lahonda2107 )

past contest winner
HIP Housing is a nonprofit affordable housing
organization in San Mateo
County. Each year, we host a
calendar art contest for
children in kindergarten through 5th grade. You can
find the guidelines and prizes information on our
2022 calendar contest page
(https://hiphousing.org/calendar-project/).
Submit your drawings by Monday, September 20th!
The form can be found at
https://hiphousing.org/calendar-project/hiphousing-calendar-form/
Contact Bob Dougherty at voice@lahonda.com
for content questions and Arlae Alston of
Puente at aalston@mypuente.org for
advertising …and a big thanks to Puente for
printing the La Honda Voice!
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Sequoyah Klingele – a Local Tragedy
Special Report: As schools shut down, 911 drug
calls for youth skyrocketed
(excerpted from https://www.reuters.com/
article/us-health-coronavirus-traumaspecialrepo/special-report-as-schools-shut-down911-drug-calls-for-youth-skyrocketedidUSKBN2FE14C)
"This April, a friend of high school ice hockey
player Sequoyah Klingele became concerned when
Sequoyah wasn’t responding to messages. The friend
went looking for the 16-year-old and found him
unresponsive in a house in La Honda, California, a
small town in the Santa Cruz Mountains...
Hockey was central to Sequoyah’s life: Big for his
age, he started playing in elementary school and
excelled as a defenseman, winning the coveted game
puck when his team won the state championships in
2019. In what would be his final season, his father
drove him 90 minutes each way three times a week to
practices and games in Oakland…Then the
coronavirus pandemic hit, and his high school ice
hockey spring tournaments were cancelled.
Sequoyah struggled with the loss of structure, said
Klingele, a tree service business owner who would
leave for work in the early morning and return in the
evening to find his son still in his room. Klingele had
bought him synthetic ice panels, so he could practice
on his own. Sequoyah showed little interest.
The father felt his son needed to socialize so, in late
2020, he gave the teen more freedom – more, he says,
than he would have otherwise.
Sequoyah spent increasing amounts of time with
his friends in La Honda, staying overnight at his
grandfather’s in the Klingele family’s RV park in the
redwoods.
In January, Sequoyah looked up “symptoms of
depression,” his Google search records shared by the
family showed, and later, “do I have a mental
illness?” A number of his searches starting in late
2020 involved drugs. In early April, he Googled
“methadone” and “how long does methadone last.”
Kenny Klingele had been preparing to get
Sequoyah back playing hockey once practice
restarted, he said. The sport would have consumed
him, Klingele said, as the level he played at was
highly competitive and players would have been
jockeying for college scholarships…
...Some youth begin to struggle after seeing their
parents lose jobs or fight their own addictions. In the
pandemic, some descended into depression as their
daily structure collapsed with schools going online."
The pandemic has taken lives in different ways.

The La Honda Voice sometime uses excerpts from other news
sources. If an excerpt is of interest, it is important that you seek
out and support the original source of the article. Links to these
sources will always be provided. You can go to lahonda.com to
download the Voice and copy/paste these links into a browser.
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We are here for all your Real Estate needs !!!

http://www.GreenerCleanersHousekeeping.com/
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September 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Note: Events on this calendar are subject to change. More current information
may be available by calling venue directly:
Alice’s - 851-0303, AJ’s747-0331, SG Store – 726-0565. Additional information on events are either
within this paper or on Jamie Walton’s site:
https://www.thebucolicyogi.com/seva-service.html
5 Sandy Mountain, 11-1pm and
Blue 2-5p@ San Gregorio Store

6
Labor Day

Second Harvest Food Collection,
noon, OLR Church

Midnight Blue 25p@ San
Gregorio Store

12 Claudia Russell and Bruce
Kaplan, 11-1pm and Flying
Salvias Troupe 2-5p@ San
Gregorio Store

13

7 Relaxing Exercise,
12:30 and 2:30pm

14 Relaxing
Exercise, 12:30 and
2:30pm

WEDNES
DAY
1

8

15

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2 Midnight
Blue, 5-7pm
@Alices

3 Mike Grimes,
5-7pm@ San
Gregorio Store

4 Kyle Alden, 1-3pm and Mild
Colonial Boys, 3-6pm@ San
Gregorio Store

9 Whiskey
Hill Blues, 57pm@Alices

10 John Lester,
5-7pm@ San
Gregorio Store

11 April May and Marty Atkinson,
11-1pm and Insurgent Art
Benefit for KPFA, 4-7pm@ San
Gregorio Store

16 The 4
Corners Jazz
Group, 57pm@Alices

John Henry’s
Farm, 57pm@Alices

Vic Hill Memorial, 1pm on La
Honda Cafe Patio

17 TBA, 57pm@ SG
Store

18 Gary Horsman with poets, 111pm and Atkinson, etc., 2-5pm@
San Gregorio Store
Flea Market – 9a-4p, next to
Fire Station

COVID-19 DriveThru Testing: 3:305:00 PM at PHS

Second Harvest Food Collection,
noon, OLR Church

SATURDAY

19 Michael Vincent and U NO
WHO, 11-1pm and Keller Sisters
2-5p@ SG Store
Second Harvest Food Collection,
noon, OLR Church

20 HIP Calendar
Contest Deadline

24 Relaxing
Exercise, 12:30 and
2:30pm

21

22

23 Point of
Order, 57pm@Alices

25
Pel and the Pelicans, 11-1pm and
TBA 2-5p@ San Gregorio Store
Second Harvest Food Collection,
noon, OLR Church

26 Jay Howlett
11-1pm and
Claddagh Band 25p@ San
Gregorio Store

27 Relaxing
Exercise, 12:30 and
2:30pm

28
Lit Night,
6pm, Patio
Behind
Restaurant

29

30

Coastal Cleanup Day – 9a-noon
24 Three on the Tree, 5-7pm@
SG Store

