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Jamfest at Playbowl – Oct 8th
by craig eddy

Swans Upon a Time

Previous Jamfest
As our summer winds down there is one more
musical event here in La Honda to report on. Jamfest
is an annual musical get-together held at Playbowl.
This year it will be held on October 8th starting
around noon and going until late afternoon or early
evening. Many of the local musicians who gather do
mostly jamming. It is a chance for busy musicians to
play with others they don’t usually get to play with.
We don’t really expect a huge audience but anyone
wanting to come by and enjoy it with us is welcome.
If people want to set up volleyball or play Frisbee,
etc. - that is encouraged. The volume level is always
kept at a minimum as our goal is to be a pleasant
musical experience with a high quality level. Jamfest
is meant to attract the local performing musicians and
is not an open mic. The Cuesta Guild has been great
in underwriting Jamfest and it has become a
wonderful annual event. It is a bring-your-own
everything and pack out what you bring event. If you
are a new member of our Community and play music
at a semi or professional level, please come down and
introduce yourself and connect with the other local
players. We hope to see a lot of music lovers at this
event at Playbowl. If weather looks to be bad (rain,
snow, tornadoes) then we would cancel, but we have
never had to cancel one yet. Jam on!!

by Denis Shaw
Back in the early 1980s,
there were a number of
years that Reflection
Lake was graced with
the beauty of Pele and
the Princess, two
stunning Mute Swans.
Their feathers were
brilliant white, their
bills were orange with a
huge black knob at the
base. Stunning and
statuesque!
(continued on page 2)

Upcoming Fall
Harvest Fundraiser
Health Fair – October 2nd
Spanish Classes in La Honda and Pescadero
Farmers Market is in full swing
Zumba in La Honda
Community Health Workers and Health
Insurance (more information on page 3)
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Swans Once Upon a Time (continued from pg.1)
Far from mute, and further from grace, these relatives
of the goose, symbolized peace and tranquility while
on the water, but on land they could be aggressive
and threatening. Capable of arching their wings to a
six-foot span and lowering their S-shaped neck, while
placing their head onto their breast, they created a
very imposing display. This could only be countered
by raising one’s arms above one’s head, spreading
them wide in a similar manner, forcing them to
retreat.
Pele and the Princess

inhabitants on Reflection Lake. A dozen white geese
were dropped off and dominated the lake and its
surroundings for quite a while. Then there appeared a
few grey-brown American Geese that looked way too
fat to fly. Where they came from I never found out.
Not to forget, the ugliest duck contest winner - that
Muscovi that survived longer than any.

The Face of Local Music - Russ Haines
by craig eddy
Russ with Dave
Jazzin' up the
beach

Pele and the Princess were
the result of a successful
mating at an apartment
complex in Santa Clara,
managed by my parents.
On my regular visits over
the hill, I witnessed the
hatching of five cygnets, and watched them grow to
maturity.
As juveniles, the meandering waterway at Marina
Playa Apartment Complex was sufficient, but upon
maturity, conflicts arose for the males seeking
dominance. I offered to bring a pair to La Honda.
Pele and the Princess were a grand curiosity for a
number of years attracting many locals to the beauty
of our Reflection Lake. Photogenic and statuesque
they enhanced the special, reflective nature of our
little lake.
Nero the Black Swan

Russ Haines is
almost entirely
a local boy.
While attending Menlo-Atherton High, he got to play
at the North Sea and Montreux Jazz Festivals,
literally bumping into Miles Davis at a musicians’
bar and being complimented by this weird vocalist
nobody had heard of named Bobby McFerrin. He
interned at The Music Annex Recording Studios
when Windham Hill started, and got to work with
some awesome musicians including Michael Hedges.
Russ worked on a few gold albums for Los
Huracanes Del Norte and Los Tigres, important
Norteno bands. He got into mastering audio and
editing video and created audio tracks for
international ad campaigns for Coca Cola and
Renault. He won an award (and a really expensive
pair of headphones that his dog immediately ate)
from Neumann/Sennheiser for his fairly offensive
arrangement of Jingle Bells.
By the time he bought a house in La Honda
twenty years ago, Russ was a member of the first
band to be live on the internet, Severe Tire Damage.
His bandmates were coworker computer researchers
from Apple, Digital Equipment Corporation, and
Xerox. They got a lot of international press including
from the New York Times, PBS, and Smithsonian
Magazine.
His local music history includes playing Jazz,
Rock, and Punk guitar at the local venues. Russ also
plays drums, bass, and keyboards. Lately his passion
is playing Jazz with locals Bundy Browne, and Dave
Schorr.
Russ tells me there is no downside musically
when the power goes out in La Honda, as it has
always traditionally been the time when local
musicians walk around with a six pack and
instrument in hand listening for the nearest live
music. That is how he met the Wings, Larry W,
Banjomatic (Derrick) and others. Hopefully Russ will
make an appearance at Jamfest this year!

Each year their
wings needed a few
wing feathers to be
trimmed, to prevent
them from getting
enough lift to fly
away. They
required a long,
straight, open waterway in order to gain lift, and our
Reflection Lake was just about enough.
We enjoyed them for many years. The Princess was
the last survivor and neighbors put up a plaque in her
honor. I took hundreds of photographs, mesmerized
by their posture and presence.
Before the Mute Swans, I had rescued a Black Swan
named Nero, from a similar situation at a neighboring
apartment complex in Santa Clara. He was unique, all
black feathers with a red bill, a native to Australia.
Unfortunately, he disappeared during a huge winter
storm almost immediately after arriving. Sadly, I am
not sure what happened to him.
Over the years we have had a few other non-native
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Dan and Samantha as Community Health Workers!
You may notice more activity at the Puente La Honda
office these days - if you see that it’s open, pop in
and say hello to meet them! They will be working on
supporting community members with health issues as
well as disseminating useful health information. Any
questions can be referred to Molly at
mwolfes@mypuente.org

(continued from page 1)

Fall Harvest Fundraiser
Sunday September 25th at
Harley Farms Goat Dairy
from 4-6pm. Appetizers and
drinks will be served. We will be honoring long term
Puente volunteers and supporters. Tickets are $100,
and we will be giving away some tickets to
community members. Contact Alejandra at
aortega@mypuente.org

Health Insurance, Covered California, CalFresh
and other benefits available at Puente!
Know someone that needs
health insurance or food
stamps, or need it for
yourself and/or your family?
Tired of driving over the hill to do everything?
Puente can help!
Appointments are available every weekday including
evening appointments on Tuesdays and Thursdays in
Pescadero.
We offer enrollment into and support for the
following programs, and others:
-Medi-Cal, -Covered California, -ACE & DHC (for
low-income undocumented individuals), -CalFresh
(food stamps)
Call 650-879-1691 for more information, or to make
an appointment. Or, drop on by and visit the Puente
office in La Honda, if you see the door open. We are
next to the Post Office!

Health Fair October 2nd!
The Health Fair will be from
12-3 on Sunday, October 2nd.
Please join us for an
afternoon of health
screenings, flu shots, family
activities and a soccer tournament for children! The
Health Fair will be at Pescadero Elementary – 620
North Street in Pescadero. Contact Molly at
Mwolfes@mypuente.org or 650-262-5689 for more
information or if you have questions.
Spanish Classes in La Honda and Pescadero
Pescadero Intermediate courses on
Mondays beginning 9/12 from
630-830pm
La Honda Intermediate classes on
Mondays begin 10/3 from 6-7pm
La Honda Beginner classes on Tuesdays beginning
10/4 from 6-730pm
Individuals should contact Lizeth for more
information at lhernandez@mypuente.org or call
650-879-1691.

“Pro & Con” - Review of November
Ballot Propositions in La Honda
Saturday, September 24th beginning at 10:30AM
Puente Office in
Downtown La
Honda
Representatives
from the League
of Women Voters
of San Mateo County will meet with us on Saturday,
September 24th at 10:30AM for a “Pro and Con”
review of this year's November election. The League
is a national non-profit service organization whose
members study local and statewide measures in order
to present the facts in an impartial and in-depth
manner. They do not represent any political party.
Their goal is to educate the public so that voters can
make informed decisions when casting their ballots.
If you have received your voter's pamphlet, please
bring it to this meeting. For information, call
Lynnette Vega at (650) 747-0605 or email
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net.
If you would like to know more about candidate’s
backgrounds, visit the League’s website at
SmartVoter.org

Farmers Market is in full swing!
Come on down to buy some fresh,
local produce and grass-fed meat. We
are in the courtyard in between Cindy's
and Norm’s in downtown Pescadero
Thursdays from 3-7. There are
childrens activities, live music and free bike repair!
Zumba in La Honda
Wednesdays now from 6-7pm at La
Honda Elementary. If you want to be
on the Zumba mailing list, email
Molly at mwolfes@mypuente.org
Community Health
Workers in La Honda
Join us in welcoming
community members Betsy,
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repeatedly recognizing a face at the post office
without knowing the name) is something unavailable
"over the hill" where neighborhood runs without
boundary into neighborhood and the crowds become
masses of unrecognized people.
One of our oldest residents, Con Law, came to La
Honda from a farm in North Dakota (neighbor to
Minnesota) to be a mechanic in 1961. To quote him,
"...this was my kind of people. Everybody was
friendly and everybody knew each other."
Now, after having visited our north central
country, I get it. Con recognized in La Honda the
culture he had left and brought it here with him.
Then there's Mike Urgo, a private, talented
thinker, who came here on a motorcycle in 1971,
acquired some property by San Gregorio Creek, dug
his own well by hand and built himself a gorgeous
house. He fell in love with Cindy and together they
raised a family. He has husbanded his land in a way
and to an extent that makes his love for it obvious to
the lucky viewer. He is one of many others who have
chosen a balance of solitude and community and
have created and maintained this PLACE.
La Honda is
not what it was in
1961 or 1971. It
has become more
diverse. I came
here in 1988 and
then commuted to
Palo Alto for the
next 23 years. Many have been here for a fairly short
time and may not be aware of what makes La Honda
so unique in the area. The reality is that, while
diversity is an asset that ultimately we must embrace
to survive as a species, it also has its down side.
Folks do not as readily trust one another or make an
effort to engage with the community at large. During
my first ten years in Cuesta, I was a hermit (a
gardening and painting hermit) and pretty much kept
to myself. I had no idea really of the treasure I was
sitting on the edge of. All that has taken time (and
age). So -- those of you who are new to the
neighborhood, smile at that person at the post office,
come to the fairs, play in the pool and get to know
your neighbors. And we old-timers - bring a pie to
your new neighbors, give them a bag of your apples,
and let your behavior be their introduction to this
PLACE.
There's a lot to be said for the beautiful mid-west
but all that kindness and goodness lives right here as
well. You may think I am wearing my rose-colored
glasses. Nothing is perfect. People disagree. But the
norm is a kindness, a concern, a familiarity that keeps
us linked.

Changes to Medicare in 2017, Supplemental
Health Insurance Options & The Affordable
Healthcare Act (Obamacare)
On Saturday, October 22nd
at 10:30AM, Christina Kahn,
Program Manager for
HICAP (Health Insurance
Counseling and Advocacy Program) of San Mateo
County will briefly review how Medicare works,
discuss the upcoming changes in Medicare coverage
for 2017 and how (or if) Medicare coverage might be
affected by the Affordable Healthcare Act. She will
also present cost/service comparisons of the different
Medicare Advantage plans available in our county
(Medicare Open Enrollment begins on October 15th
through December 7th). The meeting will take place
at the Puente Office in Downtown La Honda.
HICAP offers free, unbiased information about
Medicare and the program is overseen by the local
Area Agency on Aging, California Department of
Aging and Administration for Community Living.
They do not represent or advocate for particular
insurance or healthcare providers and appointments
with HICAP Counselors are typically made through
senior or community centers. For more information:
call (650)747-0605 or lahondalynnette@earthlink.net

La Honda

by Joyce Converse
My intent for this issue was to talk a bit about the
history of the fire brigade -- back to 1953. However,
I was not able to gather all the information necessary
before a trip to Minnesota from which I have just
returned. I visited a small town several hours northwest of Minneapolis -- a farming community where
offspring choose to return after college, where farm
properties move through generations of family. I was
struck by the comfort, acceptance and kindness of
every person I met without exception. No one is
truly alone (except in the existential sense) and there
is a collective love for PLACE that binds the
community into a palpable unit.
Sound a bit familiar?
It made me realize how fortunate I am to live in
La Honda -- a small community where there are
picnics, fairs, weddings in Playbowl, wondrous hikes,
a community center with both pool and gorgeous
pond, a ham radio club and a dedicated volunteer fire
brigade. There is the opportunity through all of this
to develop relationship. While some may be new to
La Honda, there are many who have been here for
decades, who, as with the farming community of
northern Minnesota, have chosen to return here to
live their lives and raise their children.
I wonder if we fully realize our good fortune.
This generalized intimacy (the experience of
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Help the La
Honda Voice
Interested in writing
or helping in other
ways to keep this
paper going? This
paper has been
created and
published entirely by
volunteers of the
Community and
printed by the
generosity of
Puente.
Contact Bob
Dougherty at
747.0102 or
voice@lahonda.com

Thank you for everyone who made the Cuesta La
Honda 4th of July Picnic a success! again 
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The Country Market is open:
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat/Sun 8am-8pm
The Market has new signature pizzas or create
your own. Get a pizza from noon until 7 pm

Gail Hafelfinger, CRS
Broker Associate
BRE# 01338252
gail@gailhafel.com
EFAX 650.240.3505
OFFICE 650.996.5354

Dante Razzini
Realtor
BRE Lic #01087277
650-868-2593

Considerably fewer homes have sold in La Honda this year compared with the same period last year.
1/1/16 – 7/31/16 there were 6 closed sales and 1/1/15 – 7/31/15 there were 16 closed sales
There are 9 active listings, and an additional 2 listings that are pending sales in the greater La Honda area.
Even though we have a handful of available homes for sale, we still have a great need for new listings for those active buyers
who have not found their dream home yet. Buyers are preferring turn-key homes these days. If you are thinking about
selling, consult with your favorite local agent about how to prepare your home to be the most attractive listing on the market.
If you are a contractor or handy person, there are a couple of gems awaiting your expertise.
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LEARNING STRATEGIES
HAVE YOUR CHILD WORK ON ACADEMICS
IN-HOME TUTORING
SPECIAL REDUCED LA HONDA RATES
READING/WRITING PROGRAMS,
SCHOOL HOMEWORK COACHING,
VERBAL TEST PREP FOR ISEE, SSAT, OR SAT
ESSAY AND APPLICATION HELP
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL, AND COLLEGE

Victoria Skinner, Director, Learning Strategies
phone/fax (650) 747-9651
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
www.creative-learning-strategies.com

Call or Text 408-250-3339
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September 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

11
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

18
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

25 Puente Fall
Harvest Fundraiser
Harley Farms - 4-6p
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

WEDNESDAY

Note: Events on this calendar are
subject to change. More current
information may be available from the
by calling the venue:
Alice’s - 851-0303 AJ’s - 747-0331

The La
Honda
Voice
4
Second Harvest
Food, OLR Church,
12-1:30pm

TUESDAY

5
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

12
Yoga with Mary @
Clubhouse, 4-5:30p

19
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

26
Yoga with Mary@
Clubhouse 4-5:30p

6
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

THURSDAY
1
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

SATURDAY

2

3
AJs: Cesar Miles and
the Dreaded Truth
@9:30pm

9

10 AJs: The Graves
Brothers@9:30pm

16

17
AJs: Grandpa’s
Chili@9:30pm

Alices: Pat Nevins @7-9pm

7
Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

8
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

Alices: Peter Wing @7-9pm

13
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

14
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

15
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

20
Bookmobile, 122pm @ Market

21
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

22
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Cuesta BOD Meet 8:00p open session

Alices; Stoney Mountain
Ramblers @7-9pm

28
Zumba@LHES
6-7pm with Siobhan

29
Yoga with Mary, 6-7:30p,
Clubhouse

Lit Night - 7pm
Restaurant

Alices; Mountain Men
Collective @7-9pm

27
Bookmobile,
11:45-1:15pm
@LHES; 1:45-2:30
@Market

FRIDAY

Alices; Age of Reason @79pm

LHES Harvest Dinner
and Fundraiser
23

24
AJs: TBA @9:30p
“Pro & Con” - Review
of November Ballot
Propositions
@10:30am @LH
Puente

30

