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More thoughts on the Cuesta La
Honda Landslide
“…the community needs to make its
concerns known to the County, without
question folks need to write letters, and
perhaps even take the time to show up at
a supervisors' meeting and get your 2
minutes in. Otherwise we may well see
nothing done, which is unacceptable.
[to contact] Supervisor Richard Gordon
Email: rgordon@co.sanmateo.ca.us
Phone: 363-4569; Fax: 363-1856
Address: County Government Center,
400 County Center, Redwood City,
94063 (continued on page 3)

La Honda Musical Event 6/11-12
“Please stop by to hear some great music
on the patio at La Honda House Cafe
8865 La Honda Road
all weekend June 11 & 12 to listen to:
Pacific Vibrations
Jack Mullins Band
BWOP and the Wing Ohana Band
Coyote Moon
Delta Vee
All day both days. Donat ions will be
collected for La Honda Educational
Foundation to fund the music program at
La Honda Elementary School. Receipts
for your tax-deductible donations will be
available. See you there!” From Karen
Shaff (message #7755)

Jane Woods…Missing Her
“A wonderful beautiful person who gave
her all to her family and to our
community passed away last night. Her
battle with cancer came to an end-My
family and I will miss her” from
“fyrcat57”(message #7641)
(continued on page 2)

Pond Project Presentation
“You are cordially invited to attend the
La Honda Elementary School Pond
Project Presentation (LPPP). The 3rd,
4th, and 5th graders have been studying
the pond and on this night, will present
their findings:
Date: June 6, 2005 Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Cuesta La Honda Guild
Clubhouse. We hope to see you there!
The 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Classes”
From Wendy McConachie (message #
7639)

“Dog Saves La Honda as Fire
Razes Hotel” – LH History
Besides “The History of La Honda” and
numerous old photographs that Bud Foss
has shared with me, he also had several
LH related newspaper clippings. One in
particular caught my eye. One of the
front page headlines of the November
15, 1949 edition of the San Mateo Times
reads, (continued on page 4)

Jane Woods…(continued from page 1)
“So very sad. Jane was a generous and
loving soul. We will miss her too.” from
Karen Shaff (message #7642)
“…I am deeply saddened by the news.
She was such a wonderful person, so
involved in the community and the
schools. She touched many lives and
will [be] greatly missed. Her family is in
my thoughts and prayers.” From Marj
Wake (message # 7643)
“I can only echo what others have said.
The world has lost a truly wonderful
person. My heartfelt condolences to
Jane's family.” From Mary Bordi
(message #7644)
“Jane was one of the good ones, a hardworking, selfless, funny, kind and
pragmatic person who made La Honda heck, the world, a better place to live in.
I'm going to miss her.” From Heather
(Message # 7646)
“Jane was and always will be an
inspiration to me. Her dedication to her
community and her family was more
than admirable. While most would be
languishing in bed, she fought on. She
continued her battle until the end, and
now she can rest. While I am filled
with sadness over the loss of her in my
life, I will cherish the time I knew her
and will carry those memories with me
forever.” "Grief is not a sign of
weakness, Nor a lack of faith, It is the
price of love." From “Marygoulart”
(message #7647)

Ho' ola 'au 'Ana, A Gathering in
the Trees
“George Kahumoku, Jr. & Daniel Ho
will perform in La Honda on JULY 17
(not August)! … George Kahumoku and
Daniel Ho with Leolani Lowry's Halau

Ka Lei Wehi O Ka Mailelauloa ~ La
Honda House Cafe on the Patio ~
George will be offering Slack Key
workshops and Daniel will offer Ukelele
WORKSHOPS. Please let me know if
you are interested in signing up for
workshops, as they will fill up. Hula
workshops will also be available,
pending venue confirmation. See
webpage at
http://www.karenshaff.com/heffalumpbe
nefit.html for updates and the poster is
coming soon, thanks to Peter Wing aka
*BWOP* Please let your friends &
ohana know of this correction! Mahalo
ALSO note this date for another great
day of Aloha in La Honda
Sunday Sept. 18 ~ ALOHA IN THE
REDWOODS ~ featuring LEDWARD
KAAPANA ~La Honda Gardens, more
details later! Website to be updated as
information comes in:
http://www.karenshaff.com/aloha05.htm
l” from Karen Shaff

Landslide Item from SF
Examiner
“The local emergency declaration for the
2005 La Honda landslide was extended.
Cuesta La Honda homeowners
representative Daniel Cain told the
supervisors the landslide was still
enlarging and moving, continuing to
cause damage that would need to be
remedied. County Public Works Director
Neil Cullen responded that an updated
consultant's report on the landslide was
being prepared and remediation
recommendations would be brought to
the supervisors as soon as possible”
From “tomlichtenberg” (message #7696)

Thoughts on the Cuesta La Honda
Landslide (continued from page 1)
"…Let me try to clarify what USGS can
and can't do - we can collect and publish
basic data about the landslide …But, we
cannot do…a full-blown geotechnical
study that makes specific
recommendations, and then the actual
remediation work…we are mandated by
Congress not to do that sort of
consulting…it is critical to get the
process going NOW for the next steps,
and expressing this to the County
supervisors can only serve to encourage
this process. There is no reason to think
this situation will do anything but get
worse in the long run without
intervention.
In addition to the County supervisors,
consider writing to the governor - the
State is currently considering whether or
not to include it as part of a statewide
emergency. Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger
Email: http://www.govmail.ca.gov
Phone: 916-445-2841
Fax: 916-445-4633
Address: State Capital Building,
Sacramento, 95814
This is a very serious issue for this
community…And hoping that it doesn't
turn into a bigger deal is not going to
prevent it from doing so.” From Carol
Prentice (message # 7704)
“Besides letters and attending meetings,
which are both very important, why not
send a polite and informed citizens
group for a face to face appointment
with Supervisior Gordon? In the past I
have found that individuals, even many
individuals concerned about the same
thing, do not have the same impact as a
group.” from Mary Bordi

“Thank you Mary, you always make
good sense. A group representing the
community went to the County Board of
Supervisors in 1974, regarding the slide
on Canada Vista. As a result, the County
"discovered" that Canada Vista and
Scenic Drive were county roads which
were then immediately closed to traffic.
The slide was repaired in September of
that year. What happened in between is
part of the Guild archives which, if
consulted, could have been of great help
in 1998. …At last Tuesday’s BOD
meeting, Carol presented the new slide
map showing the new contours and I
appreciate her work and her role in
calling the attention of the Guild
members to a problem of proportions
that is perhaps not fully appreciated by
everyone…A meeting attended by three
county representatives was good as far
as the county plan for communicating
with the Guild. What is important now is
participation of the membership in the
decisions to further an acceptable plan
that will mitigate the effect of the slide.”
From Paulette Koeberle (message
#7714)
“These are my thoughts and feelings
regarding the Cuesta landslide based on
an, ah, Tarot reading I did recently.
[Knight of Swords, reversed] The
County has arguably been dragging its
feet with regard to addressing the
ongoing landslide, which is not slowing
appreciably in its movement.
Groundwater [Ace of Cups, reversed] is
thought likely to continue to affect the
slide, and even perhaps to make it worse,
at least in the near future. I'm
suggesting that Cuestaceans write to
their County rep, Rich Gordon,
expressing their concerns…” . From
James Adams [Sorry, Jim and others for
the extensive editing].

The La Honda Reading
Assignment?

La Honda History - A Vintage
La Honda Map

“Dear LaHondans, This summer's
reading assignment shall be a book by
the one-time La Honda resident, C.
Raymond Clar. This book,
"Quarterdecks and Spanish Grants", is
the story of a man and the times in
which he lived (1813 - 1884). It is a
story which bridges two cultures that
were centuries apart. One was proud,
ancient and decadent. The other was
proud and sure of Destiny with the
arrogant assurance or youth. The man
was born in Imperial Spain and he died
in the fullness of time at his home in San
Francisco. During that great human
drama which was the human occupation
of California he found himself standing
within the bright spotlight of history.
This is his story, which in its telling
must include the story of others who,
with him, loved and hoped and labored
and then quietly departed. It's not that
John Clar's life was so incredible, but it
has been recorded with this book. To the
great joy of many authors, when
something is written down, someone
usually reads it; a statement I have just
proved. After reading this book, or any
portion, feel free to discuss your findings
on this group. Copies are available in the
LaHonda Post Office. There are four
direct descendants of John Clar living in
La Honda. Oh, for those of you void of a
California history interest, this book can
also act as a homeopathic method to
alleviate insomnia. Enjoy the Voyage”
from Doug Turner (message #7725)

“I've posted a scan of part of a
cartoonish map of San Mateo county in
the group photo area:
http://photos.groups.yahoo.com/group/la
honda/lst?&.dir=/&.src=gr&.view=t
Or, shorter: http://tinyurl.com/7h3hs
It came from a promotional brochure for
San Mateo County from possibly the late
'30s or early '40s. I did it in a hurry so
maybe someday when I have more time
I can upload a better scan. Enjoy!” from
Mary Bordi (message #7652)
Dog Saves La Honda (continued from
page 1)
…“Dog Saves La Honda as Fire Razes
Hotel.” This headline reminded me of an
email I received a few years ago to my
lahonda.com website where someone
asked me if La Honda was the place
where a dog was elected major.
Perhaps “Lady,” the dog that saved La
Honda was elected major the following
year…I’ll have to check the paper
archives to know for sure.
The following two pages show the entire
article from the San Mateo Times
of November 15, 1949:

Photo caption:
County firemen
survey the ruins of
the La Honda
hotel, landmark of
the mountain
community, which
burned to the
ground between
1:30 and 3:00 a.m.
today with a loss
of nearly $50,000.
Flames from the
two-story
structure
threatened to
ignite the nearby
Pioneer
Mercantile Store,
famed in history
books as the
bandit store. For a
while the entire
section was
threatened.
Sheriff’s office is
seeking the cause
of the fire.

Photo caption: Heroine of
this morning’s fire in La
Honda was “Lady,” a
springer spaniel, who
aroused her master,
Lawrence Bloomquist, at
right. He saw a glare in his
living-room and hurriedly
summoned La Honda
residents to battle the hotel
blaze, “Lad’s persistent
barking awakened him.
Holding “Lady” is Mrs.
Grace E. Lavallee,
postmistress, who with her
husband dragged mail and
government papers from the
next-door La Honda post
office when it was in danger
of being consumed.

…and here is the actual article text. (The second column is a bit cut off)

Send your comments,
suggestions, etc. to:
The_Voice@lahonda.com
Bob Dougherty - PO Box
132,
La Honda, 94020; 650-7470102
If you would like to have a
free membership to the La
Honda Voice Special
Edition (includes an email
link to this newsletter), let
us know

